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Ned Irish Sees TV as Chief Factor 


In Garden (N.Y.) Receipts Holding Up 7] AK ARI HT 


Television not only has not cut? 


into the gates at boxing matches 
hut has actually been the chief fac- 
tor in preventing receipts from 
falling off, according to Ned Irish, 
exec director of Madison Sq. Gar- 
den, N. Y¥. Garden still believes 
firmly, Irish said, that video can 
eventually aid all sports events by 
creating new fans for them. To 
date, however, it has not sufficient 
facts one way or the other to prove 
that theory. 

He noted that a wrestling match 
at the Garden two weeks ago drew 
an SRO gate of over $50,000. Event 
was not televised but, he pointed 
out, without the impetus given 
wrestling by video during the last 
several years, not only would the 
Garden match not have drawn such 
a crowd but it is doubtful that 
wrestling would even have been 
booked into the arena. By the same 


token, he said, no indoor prize . 


fights have approached the $50,000 
mark this year. And, according to 
Irish, without TV the revenue from 
boxing would be far less. 

Garden exec said he hopes to be 
able to prove video’s worth to 
sports by selling rights ts the re- 
maining college basketball games 
this year. Since no games for this 
season have been televised to date, 
it would then be possible t6 com- 
pare the early season attendance 
figures with those when TV is pres- 
ent. Grosses on basketball so far 
this year have just about equaled 
last year’s figures, when the games 
were televised. Thus, according to 


Irish, comparison of those two sets | 


of figures will not prove that TV 
either hurts or helps. 

That video has created new bas- 
ketbali fans is apparent from a 
number of notes accompanying 

(Continued on page 16) 


NBC Roams Far Afield In 





This Year, to Paris, Cuba 





Piaf Plays Polar Santa 
To Sing for Explorers 

Reversing the Yuletide tradition 
of Saint Nick coming down from 
the polar regions, French chan- 
teuse Edith Piaf will play a musi- 
cal Santa Claus and beam her 
voice to frozen Antarctica, where 
the Expedition Polaire Francaise 
will spend an icy Noel. 

Asked what they wanted for 
Christmas, the snowbound explor- 
ers said they'd like Miss Piaf do- 
ing a Gallic version of “Baby, 
It's Cold Outside.” Radiodiffusion 
Francaise, a knowing organization 
with the kilocycles, has rigged up 
a shortwave hookup, with La Piaf 
singing in New York, accompanied 
by Michel Emer and his orch in 


Paris, for an hour-long Christmas | 


Day broadcast to the South Pole. 


See Happy Eve 
For N. Y. Niteries 


New York bonifaces expect one 
of the heaviest windfalls since the 
end of the war via New Year's Eve 
business. Cafe operators figure 
that Eve will be sold out in short 
order, generally the early part of 
next week, when nitery space at 
prices up to $30 ringside will be- 
come as scarce as tickets to “South 
Pacific.” In addition, it’s antici- 
pated that Jan. 1 will also bring 
healthy nitery business because of 
the fact that the legal New Year's 
day celebration on Monday (2) will 
be a continued holiday. It’s felt 





‘that the New Year's business will 


in an expansion of its New 


Year's Eve band remote pickups. 
NBC has decided to go far afield 
this year. For the first time the 
web will go overseas in its round- 
robin band music hoopla, picking 
up an erchestra from the Mont- 
martre in Paris. 

In addition, there will be a cut-in 
for 15 minutes of Woody Herman 
from Havana. 

The internatienal flavor was in- 
Spired by difficulties encountered 


by the network in getting names of | 


stature for pickup from location 
dates. The bigtime maestros just 


won't be around this year, NBC 
finds, 


run the general pattern of other 
three-day holidays such as Labor 


Day. 


New Year’s Band Remotes 


Bookings so far aren't too heavy, 
(Continued on page 55) 
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By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 


Hollywood, Dec. 20 
Future of the screen stands se- 
cure trom a talent § standpeint. 


judging by bumper crop of new 
faces which made their way to the 


camera-front during 1949. It was 
a year bright with promise, and 
presages interest in productions 


this year. 

Studios are now drawing upon a 
fresh medium fer candidates for 
popularity, television. Several 
reached screen via this route. At 
same time, the stage, both Broad- 
way and Little Theatre, continued 
to provide Hollywoed with mate- 
rial. So did radio, the extra ranks, 
schools. hinterlands. Foreign lands 
also served as a fount for this 
new talent which is now vying 
with older and more established 
names. 

- With producers on all sides try- 
|ing to whittle down costs of pro- 
duction, new faces are being af- 
forded opportunity seldom made 
| available in the past few years. It's 
| becoming generally acknowledged 
|that names alone no longer have 
| the drawing power they once did; 


| Consequently, producers, 
| larly indies, feet the day has ar- 
‘rived where they can risk un- 


| (Continued on page 19) 


GAMBLING BAN 


WORRIES MIAMI 
BISTRO OPS 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 


Miami Beach, Dec. 20. 
With a few exceptions, this area's 
annual take from the winter tour- 
list seems doomed to be disappoint- 








Off for Air Force Tour ing, outside of the strip of ocean- 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Troupe of 24, headed by Jean- 
ette MacDonald and Gene Ray- 
mond, took off from Washington 
airport last night (19) for Christ- 
mas-New Year's tour of U. S. air 
force installations in Germany and 
Austria, with brief visits to Paris 
and Britain. Among others in the 
party are Gypsy Markoff, Maxie 
Rosenbloom and Whip Wilson, 
Coast trick rope star. 


Tour opens Thursday (22) in 


Germany. plays Berlin on Christ- 
mas Day, and continues down to 
Austria. 


front luxury hotels. With the 
Christmas holiday influx in full 
swing, business in shops, niteries 
and in some hotels is under that of 
previous years, with the only hope 
for recouping a heavy (‘though 
short season) and removal of what 
is claimed to be the major facet in 
the decline, the clampdown on all 
forms of gambling. 

It is obvious that the heavy 
spenders are not here, and from 
future reservations it looks like 
they aren't coming. Even those 
hotel owners who originally came 
(Continued on page 55) 
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CK CLICK FOR NEW PIX FACES 
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TALENT ‘Hwood Gangster, Juve Delinquency 


Pix as Propaganda Against U.S. 





Copadurante Wowing 
"Em at 70G Weekly 

Jimmy Durante’s better than 
$70,000-a-week gross currently at 
the New York Copacabana is a 
show business phenomenon com- 
pared to the fact that the Radio 
City Music Hafli, with 6,000 seats 
and a top feature and stage draw, 
considers itself whammo if gross- 
ing twice that. In a nitery with 
only 10% of that capacity, Durante 
has been clocking 70G and better 
since he opened on a commitment 
which the Metro comedian owed 
the spot. 

That kind of business undoubt- 
edly sets a record for a peak aver- 
age check. Durante himself is in 
for $12,500, but for that he also 
has his own special people, namely, 
Eddie Jackson and drummer Jack 
Roth. 


T. D. in 15th Year, 





- $6,000,000 Grosser 


| the story is even more important. | 
particu- | 


Tommy Dorsey starts his 15th 
year as a bandleader Jan. 1. It was 
‘in May, 1935, that he set up his 
own band, following the breakup 
‘of the original Dorsey Bros. orches- 
tra, when at Glen Island Casino, 
New Rochelle, N. Y. T. D. had 
batoned the DB outfit, with frere 
Jimmy Dorsey spotted in the sax 
section, but when T. D. walked off 
the stand he didn't take a thing 
with him, starting his own band 
from scratch. J. D. continued with 
the combination. 

Over the past 14 years, Tommy 
Dorsey has grossed over $6,000.- 
000. His best single year was in 
11944, when his total income ran 
just short of $1,000,000. That was, 

(Continued on page 55) 


From Pic Actor to Pix 
Peddler, Dale Edmonds 


From pic actor to pic salesman 
via headwaiting in a couple Broad- 
way restaurants is the story of 
Dale Edmonds. An ex-Gl, Ed- 
monds made his film debut—and 
only appearance—in Roberto Ros- 
sellini’s “Paisan."" Monday (19) he 
began peddling pix for Paramount 
in Chicago. Edmonds, who had 
played minor roles in Broadway 
shows before going into uniform, 
was picked up by Rossellini while 
serving with the Army in Italy. 

He found Broadway and Holly- 
' wood tough to crack and wound up 
| headwaiting at Broadway eateries. 








* The tommy-gun slugs and rough- 


ings-up__— that Hollywood's film 
tough guys have reserved for their 


screen victims in the past ap- 
peared this week to be coming 
perilously close to the heads of 
studio production chiefs. Holly- 


wood was echoing with shots fired 
‘round the world at brutality in 
pix. 

While England issued an ultima- 
tum that it «ould henceforth stop 
making cuts and ban “sadistic” 
films in toto, J. P. McEvoy, roving 
reporter for Reader’s Digest and 
the McNaught Syndicate, told Va- 
RIETY this week on his return from 
a world tour that took him as far 
as Hong Kong: “If Joe Stalin him- 
self were making them, the present 
cycle of American gangster pic- 
tures and those depicting U. S. ju- 
venile delinquency couldn't be bet- 
ter propaganda against the U. S.” 

This criticism from abroad ap- 
peared no less serious than the at- 
tention that the punch-’em-below- 
tie-belt and kick-'em-while-they’re- 
down pix were getting from Amer- 
ican exhibs. Their voice was heard 
at the all-industry public relations 
conference in Washington last 
week, when bitter criticism was 
leveled against this type product. 
Particularly strong in his denuncia- 
tion was John J. Fitzgibbons, chief 
of Famous Players-Canadian, Par- 
amount’s north-oef-the-border affil- 
iate, 

Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations, industry public relations 
unit set up in Washington, moved 
to improve the situation by ac- 
quainting Hollywood production 
execs with the strenuousness of ex- 
hib objections. Plans were laid for 


(Continued on page 55) 





Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
NBC Simulcast Series 
Set for Early Teeoff 


Eleanor Roosevelt will start a 
new show, to be simulcast on NBC 
radio and television, soon after the 
first of the year. Web is currently 
pitching the idea to several pros- 
pective sponsors and hopes to have 
one lined up in time for the pro- 
gram’s preem. 

Show is to be patterned along 
the lines of Mrs. Roosevelt's daily 
newspaper, column, with the wife 
of the late President chatting 
about current events and present- 
ing various guest personalities. It's 
tentatively scheduled for an early 
Sunday afternoon slot. Mrs. Roose- 
velt formerly had an across-the- 
board daytime radio airer, together 
with her daughter, Anna, on ABC. 
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Czechs See ‘Grapes, Mice asU.S. Female Impersonators | 
- True-to-Life; Russ Stiflmg Pix ST Oe 





- comedy female impersonators, another facet of show biz seems to have 

one. S j - 
. In America, 1 believe we date the female impersonator from our 

minstrel shows, whose casts consisted of all males. In the blackface 
“Afterpieces” the comedian would usually play a “wench.” There was 

always a funny “wench part” in every minstrel show. All the great 
end men have played the part of a gal during their careers. Lew 
Dockstader, Neil O’Brien, Bert Swor, George (Honey Boy) Evans, and 
| all the other greats did a “wench” either in the “olio” or “afterpiece.” 
The late Francis Wilson, who became one of our great legit comedians, 
was the first to do a dame when he wa sa member of the variety tetam 

of Mackin & Wilson. They were followed by such teams as Gillihan & F 
of 





The Communist-controlled Czech¢ 
government may frown on Holly- 
wood ideologies, but it’s happy to 
rake in U. S.-hypoed admissions. | 
Old American films (nothing re-| 
cent has been shown in Prague) 
draw the top attendance. Best 
grossing pix are “Grapes of Wrath 
and “Of Mice and Men,” which are 
preceded by lecturers who point 
out that Steinbeck’s pix reflect 
present-day conditions in America. 


Doug’s Ist Vacation — 


London, Dec. 20. | 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., is taking | 
his first vacation in 14 years on 
doctor’s orders and will spend a 
month at Bad Gastein with his | 
wife and three daughters. ss 
Star completed “State Secret” | 
last week. 
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According to Josef Holomy, for- TT Bey * - .413 Murray and Golden & Hughes. Even Jerry Cohan (the father ; 
mer assistant production head of , Laalt ae Poeeee i °3244%) | George M.) donned skirts for comedy purposes in his early careet i 
National, one of the top leading 207 TAX CUT WINS “SAL Leon (Kelly & Leon) was one of the first female impersonators in : 
Czech producers, who arrived in 0 Z ne America. About 1885 Harry Le Claire (“The Bernhardt of Vaudeville”) : 
this country last week, film produc- POSSIBLE TRUMAN AID y NI gained fame and fortune, so did William Henry Rice ‘who played 
tion in Czechoslovakia Is going WILL MAHONEY “Camille” in a burlesque of that show) and William Heywood, a noted i 
along at a hectic rate, but quality Washi » 4 This is the season of Love and raight i sonator. Pete Shaw came along in the early ‘90's, he y 

ar shington, Dec. 20. straight imperson: h 
is very poor. Equipment, which = -<s = d Forgiveness. I am so imbued with) ..n¢ @ song, “You Can Look, But You Musn’t Touch.” Gilbert Sarony 
was stolen from Russian and Additional support for reduc-' i). yuletide spirit that I even for- didéa scrawny dame and used the catchline, “I thought I’d die!” 


French studios during World War 
Il. is of the best, but lack of re- 
placement parts has put many into 
discard. Raw stock is no problem, 
as the AGFA film plant is in the 
Russian zone of Germany, and 
stock is diverted to needs of the 
Czech industry. 

Russia is centering its Czech 
film activities in Prague, with four 
companies from the Soviet state 
currently using the Barrandov cen- 
ters. This formerly consisted of 
two large studios before the war, 
but when Germany occupied the 
country they built four more. 

In addition to the Russians, 
about 18 or 19 companies are turn- 
ing out 30 propaganda films yearly. 
All shooting is done under the su- 
pervision of the Czech minister of 
propaganda and his director, Dr. 
Zankal. Budgets are approved and 
financed through the State Bank, 
and all scenarios are checked not 
only by a local resident censor, but 
by a board of five Russian film men. 
Since the Communist putsch in 
1948. costs have risen about 25% 
and the average film, which could 
be produced for $30,000 pre-war. 
now costs $40,000 and more. 

Technical talent is a great prob- 
lem, as half the technicians are in 
non-persona-grata status with the 
present government, with more dis- 
appearing every day, either over 
the border or into work camps. The 
state has recruiting programs, but 
there hasn't been enough time to 
train, which has resulted in bad 
technical shooting and also damage 
to equipment. The government is 
also undertaking a training pro- 
gram for actors and actresses, pro- 
viding they are of the right politi- 
cal inclinations. 

Theatre Situation Best 

Theatrewise, the country is in 
about the best situation on the Eu- 
ropean continent. Before the war, 
about 1.800 houses were in opera- 
tion. Due to the fact that there 
was no fighting there, these are all 
intact. and in addition, about 200 
more have been built in the small- 
er towns. However, voluntary at- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Litvak to Germany 


Anatole Litvak arrived in New 
York from the Coast Monday (19) 
en route to Germany, where he’!! 
research and cast an upcoming film 
which he is to produce and direct 
for 20th-Fox. Titled “Call It Trea- 
son,” based on a novel of the same 
jname by George Howe, the story 
deals with the last year of the war 
in Germany and will be filmed in 
its entirety there. 

Litvak will return to the U. S. 
in about a month to start work on 
“Take Care of My Girl” for 20th. 
‘which he'll produce and direct be- 
fore “Treason.” 


LL —_————————_—_—_—_—_——— 





tion of elimination of the wartime 
excises. including the 20° ad- 
missions tax, came from three 
sources last week. 

Reports from Key West hinted 
that the President himself might 
recommend the reduction and ad- 
vocates other taxes to take up the 
slack. Prior to that, Secretary of 
the Treasury John Snyder told his 
press conference that cuts in the 
wartime excises were needed to 
eliminate tax inequities. He said 
business would be helped by the 
reduction, a position advocated 
still earlier by Secretary of Com- 
merce Charles Sawyer. 

Then Rep. Arthur G. Klein, of 
New York, also vent on record for 
repeal or reduction of the bites. 
While he emphasized especially the 
tough situation faced by the fur 
industry, he said he wanted other 
industries to benefit by excise re- 
ductions, as well. 


Hildy Goes Longhair, 
Sets Concert Tour 


Hildegarde is going longhair 
next season, making a formal con- 


cert tour under direction of Co- 
lumbia Artists Mgt. She'll offer a 
“song and piano concert,” assisted 
by her own orchestra, the program 
following the pattern of her con- 
cert dates in strawhats last sum- 
mer. Anna Sosenko, her manager, 
has completed arrangements with 
F. C. Coppicus and Fred C. Schang 
of Columbia, and tour will open 
for four weeks in the midwest Oct. 
24. ‘50. 

Chanteuse will resume her hotel 
engagements after Thanksgiving, 
booked by William Morris, but will 
do concerts again in the east in 
March, 1951. She did one concert 
date in Milwaukee in September, 
‘48, which was in the nature of a 
homecoming celebration. 








Bojangles Memorial 


For Harlem Clinic 

Bill Robinson Memorial night 
has been skedded by the New 
York Heart Campaign in Madison 
Square Garden on May 9. Proceeds 


will go to establish a Robinson Me- 
morial Clinic in Harlem and for 


fellowships for young Negro| 
doctors. 

Ed Sullivan, who was named/ 
today (Wed.) head of the Enter-| 


tainment Division of the N. Y. 
drive, also announced the third 
annual Mark Hellinger Memorial 
night to be held at the Mark 
Hellinger theatre Feb. 5 with an 
all-star show and the first preview 
of UA’s “Champagne for Caesar.” 






















give my bevy of imitators. 








TV Authority In 


Last Peace Stab 


With Film Guild 

A last-ditch stab at avoiding a 
video jurisdictional war among 
the talent guilds was made in New 
York by the newly formed Televi- 
sion Authority yesterday (Tues.) 
in a bid to Screen Actors Guild 
for another round of negotiations. 
SAG, which has consistently re- 
fused to recognize TVA was asked 
to discuss proposals for a “televi- 
sion partnership” in the live and 
film field and also to hold in abey- 
ance all dickering with television 


film producers for separate pacts. | 


In a quick answer to TVA’s 
query on a renewal of talks, SAG 
execs said they were ready to meet 
with the eastern outfit in Los An- 
geles the first week in January. 
There was some doubt, however, 
whether TVA could assemble a 
committee to make another trek 
to the Coast, where previous nego- 


tiations ended in an impasse. It’s 
likely that TVA will request a 
meeting spot more centrally lo- 


cated and removed from any fac- 
tors in the film capital which might 
affect the outcome of the talks. 


TVA’s organizational structure, 
meantime, was solidified by a $100,- 
000 contribution to its treasury by 
Actors Equity and $25,000 from 
Chorus Equity. Equity’s council 
decided to turn over the coin to 
TVA at its meeting yesterday. 











‘Dryday’ Gags 

New York's “Dry Friday” 
last week (water conservation) 
inspired gags and vagaries 
such as, “Everybody looked 
like Jed Harris,” pointing up 
the shaving holiday to con- 
serve water. And the slick and 
sleek admen set raided the 
the stenos’ talcum and powder 
~’ to camouflage the stub- 

e. 

No-water service in restau- 
rants had been standard for 
some time prior to ‘Dryday,’ 
but a curious switch was one 
hotel serving fingerbowls, but 
no aqua. When a customer 
pointed out the inconsistency, 
the flustered headwaiter ad- 
libbed, “We're just trying to 
give you good service.” 


In the days of the honky-tonks, which were the forerunners of our 
modern vaudeville (or what's left of it), there were female impersona- 
tors working the “wine rooms” as entertainers and as “hostesses.” 
Then when vaudeville took form and the immortal Tony Pastor made 
it an entertainment for women and children, we had some wonderful! 
female impersonators. Most of them ran to comedy. The greatest of 
these for almost three decades were the Russell Bros., billed as “The 
Two Irish Servant Girls.” They were headlined and starred in melo- 
dramas. . 

George Munroe, was a big hit with Weber & Fields and later at the 
Winter Garden and many Broadway shows. J. C. Mack did a “German 
housewife” and was one of the best laugh-getters of all the female 
imps. Savoy & Brennan, of course, were the greatest of our time. 
Bert Savoy used a Russell Bros.’ technique. Upon the death of Bert 
Savoy, Jay Brennan, one of the best straight men in show business, 
teamed up with Rogers, who did well but couidn’t follow Savoy. Bren- 
nan later took over as “Margie” with different straight men. 

The great comedy teams who did female impersonations were Mce- 
Intyre & Heath, in “Waiting At the Church,” Bill Moore and Frances 
Yates, Yarick & Lolando, Bowman Bros., Jack Wilson did a burly 
wench, so did Roy Arthur (Bedini & Arthur). Lew Lehr (“monkeys are 
the cwaziest pedple”) did a burly dame in one of his acts. Olin Lan- 
dick played vaude and radio as a gabby gossip. Skins Miller ‘Miller & 
Mack) did a frowsy English dame. Wallace Beery also did a dame in a 
vaudeville act, and Georgie Jessel did a dame in the Jessel & Edwards 
act. Even the great Dave Warfield played an Irish biddy in “O'Dowd's 
Neighbors” many years before he played “The Music Master.” 

Julian Eltinge the Tops 

Of the straight female impersonators there is no doubt that for 
makeup, class and boxoffice draw the late Julian Eltinge was the tops 
He starred in many Broadway shows, in pictures, headlined for vears 
in vaudeville, and broke all picture house records. He had a theatre 
named after him (the Eltinge, on West 42d street). Kary! Norman, 
“The Creole Fashion Plate,” was a great vaudeville headliner for many 
years. So was Bothwell Browne, who was more of a dancer, as was 
Cleveland Bonner, and Alvara, the toe dancer. 

There were many “trick” impersonators in vaudeville. Ray Monde 
would come on as a woman, remove his wig to show he was a man, 
then remove another wig and it would look like he was a woman. The 
audience never did know for sure if he was man or woman. ‘He was a 
man). Fagg & White, a man and woman act (with the man doing the 
woman) also removed two wigs ‘a la Ray Monde). Other acts like 
Dale & Boyle and Alexander & Scott, were two-man acts with one 
doing a straight female impersonation. Even the great Mosconi Bros 
started their dancing career with Charlie doing a “dame” partner for 
his brother Louis’ waltz. The straight musical act of the Musica! Ber- 
rens had one of the boys playing a violin as a girl. In the acrobatic 
act of George & Georgie one worked as a girl. Many of the acrobatic 
troupes had a couple of boys impersonating girls, to make the tricks 
look harder and taking the “too many men” curse off. 

The best of the English female impersonators were Bert Errol. Her- 
bert Clifton, Malcolm Scott and Alfred Letine. Errol was classed with 
George Robie, the greatest of the “dames” in England. 

At one time in vaudeville there were female impersonators on two 
and three bills a month. Names like Taciano, Lionel (Mike) Ames. Ker- 
rera, Saona, McGarvey, Russell Bingham, Francis Elliott, Herbert 
Charles, Biscaues, Divine Dodson, Reine, Jean Hildreth, Balaban. Ray 
Lawrence, Martelie, Cecil Gray, Bobbie Lehman, Jackie Maye, Gene 
Malien, Vardman, and many others. 

Some years ago we had a revival of “Charley’s Aunt,” which was 
originally played by Giradotte over 50 years ago and was one 
of the biggest hits of tne legitimate stage. It was revived a few years 
| ago by Jose Ferrer, who also made a terrific hit in the star part. About 
| 25 years ago Sid Chaplin ‘brother of Charles) played “Charley's Aunt” 
in silent pictures, and our own very mannish and funny Jack Benny 
revived it in a talker version, and now the very funny man with the 
twinkling feet, Ray Bolger, is still starring in the musical version on 
Broadway. 
| But for honest-to-goodness female impersonating there are only three 
| working actors left. Ray Bourbon, who does such a terrific “boozy 
| dame” in the Mae West show; Arico Wilde, who, as a singer and 
| dancer, is the tops in club work, and Francis Renault, who, with his 


fabulous costumes, re-lives his vaudeville headline days by giving 


| periodic concerts in Carnegie Hall. 
The colleges always incubated a stock of guys who come onstage in 
dresses and walk off showing their muscles and 
bass voice, “SO LONG FELLERS.” 


speaking in a deep 
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insurance Cos. Easing Out Of = 
Theatres as Too Speculative’ 


Movement has been started byt 


the imsurance companies to with- 
draw from financing U. 5S. exhibi- 
tion on the ground that the theatre 
business is currently too specula- 
tive for its investments. The step 
is being taken after a number of 
vears in which the life insurance 
outfits have been increasingly ac- 
tive in bankrolling first mortgages 
on theatres throughout the country. 
High level of current theatre pur- 
chase prices combined with dwin- 
dling grosses is sparking the ac- 
tion. 

Among the leading insurance 
concerns now pulling in their horns 
are both the Equitable Life Assur- 
ance Society of the-U. S. and the 
New .York” Life Insurance Co. 
Neither company is credited with 
making a permanent withdrawal 
from the field. But both are re- 
ported to have advised would-be 
purchasers or builders of theatres 
that the operations are not gener- 
ally considered a good risk under 
present conditions. 

Insurance companies represent 
one of the main sources of mort- 
gage coin in the U. S., outstripping 
the banks in this respect. Their in- 
vestments are closely regulated. 
Coin from insurance companies is 
still availabie for theatres which 
combine business properties, but 
on flickeries alone sans other ten- 

(Continued on page 21) 


Italian Prod. Costs Up 
‘Beyond Reason,’ Wanger 
Plans Garbo Pic in Eng. 
Despite financing setbacks that 
killed his original deal, Walter 
Wanger is still planning to produce 


“The Duchess of Langeaise” in 
Europe with Greta Garbo starring. 





It won't be in Italy, however, 
Wanger said on his return to the 
U. S. last week. 


Producer asserted that Italian 
costs had gone up “beyond rea- 
son” and that he'd concentrate on 
filmmaking in England and France. 
He was highly enthusiastic on the 
opportunities for production of- 
fered in the two countries and 
indicated that the present becom 
in German picture-making might 
also find him eventually making a 
film there. 

Wanger asserted he has financ- 
ing available both for “Duchess” 
and another property which he 
owns, “The Ballad and _ the 

(Continued on page 18) 


Maas In From Moscow 


Irving Maas, v.p. and general 
manager of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn., who has been in Mos- 
cow for the past month, is due 
back in New York today (Wednes- 
day). Maas left Russia last Satur- 
day (17) and hit Prague yesterday. 

MPEA exec was in Moscow to 
renegotiate the deal made by Eric 
Johnston a year ago under which 
the Russians were to purchase a 
minimum of 20 Hollywood pix at 
$50,000 each. There has been no 
Indication from Maas as yet on 
how successful his trip proved. 








F.P.-Canadian Corp. Prexy 


John J. Fitzgibbons 


@ veteran of 40 years in the picture 
business details his views 


On Hypoing the B.O. 


* 7 7” 


one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARTETY 


Due Soon 


ALT EXECS STAY 
IN NEW PAR 


; 


SETUP 


Paramount's transition 
first of the year from a 
branched company to a 
production - distribution unit will 
take place without any major 
changes in personnel short of a 
few additional board directors. All 
studio and distrib execs are being 
retained, it has been learned, with 
the switchover made easy by em 
ployment contracts which provide 
for assignment of al! rights from 
the dissolving parent company to 
the new outfit 

In a triple pass, fincorporators 
of the new corporation formed in 
New York meet this week or next 
to elect the new board. That body 
will then immediately assemble 
for the election of officers for the 














on the 
triple 
strictly 


coming year. At the same time, 
provisions will be made for the 
parent company, now holder of 


all stock in the new concern, to 
distribute the stock to parent com- 
pany stockholders on a basis of 
ene new share for every two old 
shares. 

United Paramount theatres, new- 


(Continued on page 16) 


B’KLYN PAR’S ONSTAGE | 
_ BASKETBALL FAIR BO. 


Brooklyn Paramount looped 
strong (but not capacity’ biz in a 
“satisfactory” shove-off of_its bas- 
ketball series on the deluxer’s 
stage Monday (19) night. With the 
house 75° filled. a home team of 
five Dodger ball players and three 
basketball pros played and won 
(51-47) a standard-length game 
against the Long Island Bombers. 
Fulton street first-runner grossed 
$2,300 on a normally very-offish 
pre-Christmas day. 

The new stunt turned in a profit 
to the house. Its cost averages $1,- 
100 weekly. Normal biz without 


(Continued on page 18) 














YEAR-END RALLY 
CTAONG FACTOR 


Distribution scored a partial 
rally during 1949 to give it the 
best returns since the peak year of 
1946. .While the final taliy has yet 
to be aired, it is now apparent that 
almost every pic retailer, both ma- 
jors and minors, shoved ahead of 
1948 on net profits from distribu- 
tion in the domestic market. In 
the case of several, it was more a 
reduction in losses suffered during 
the previous year than an actual 
margin of profit. 

Recovery by the sales end is tes- 
tified to by recent totals registered 
with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission; by the financial re- 
ports publicized within the last few 
weeks, and by private reports to 
company staffers 

The two or three companies that 
failed to show some sort of gain 
duiing the year were crippled by 
circumstances peculiar to the com- 
pany rather than the effect of over- 


all conditions. RKO, for instance, 
was thrown out of gear by the 
change in control from the Atlas 
Corp. to Howard Hughes. Before 
Hughes could move to liquidate 
some weak pix stored on the 
shelves and line up new produc 


(Continued on page 18) 


Tax Repeal Now 
Or Never —Myers 


Motion picture industry. uniting 
all its forces to fight for repeal of 
the Federal admissions tax, will 
make its first onslaught directly 
against the House Ways & Means 
Committee in Congress, it was re- 
vealed yesterday ‘Tues.) by Abram 
F. Myers, general counsel of Na- 
tional Allied States Exhibitors 
Assn. and temporary chairman of 
the committee on taxation and leg- 
islation of the newly-created Coun- 
cil of Motion Picture Organizations. 

Myers, speaking after a meeting 
of the committee yesterday in New 
York, pointed out that 1950 is gen- 


(Continued on page 19) 
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Skouras Too Friendly’ With Britain? 


- Johnston Reforming Anglo-US. Body 





J. Arthur Rank 


expresses optimism about 


Closer Anglo-US Film 
Relations | 


an interesting byline feature in 
the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY - 


Due Soon 





Objection by other major com- 
pany presidents to Sypros Skouras’” 
serving on the committee to nego- 
tiate a new Anglo-U. S. films 
agreement reportedly resulted in a 
no-decision bout when the com- 
pany toppers met in closed session 
in New York last week. 

As result of the inability of the 
prexies to agree on a committee, 
it is understood they left the final 
decision to Motion Picture Assn. 
of America prexy Eric Johnston. 
He reportedly will name the mem- 
bers this week and they will meet 
to decide on a date for the sessions 
with the British. 











RKO IN MIDDLE 


ON ‘JOAN’ AND 


—‘STROMBOLY | 


RKO distribution toppers are 
viewing with great concern the 
new press reports last week about 
Ingrid Bergman. While the stories 
were disturbing to industry toppers 
in general, hitting as they did dur- 
ing the midst of a major confab on 
improving industry public rela- 
tions. the RKO sales chiefs were 
looking at them from a strictly 
commercial angle. 

RKO is currently selling “Joan 
of Arc,” which stars Miss Berg- 
man, and is about to send into re- 
lease in February “Stromboli,” 
which she recently completed in 
Italy under the direction of 
Roberto Rossellini. Speculation by 
RKO—and by much of the rest of 
the industry, for that matter—is 
whether the latest development in 
the Bergman-Rossellini romance is 
going to hurt or help at the b.o. 

“Joan” has been limping b.o. at 

(Continued on page 9) 


Pre-Yule Blues Bop Biz—Hope Out in Front; ‘Pinky,’ 


‘Battleground’ Next; ‘Iwo Jima’ Preems Socko 


Week before Christmas is more 
severe than usual this year, accord- 
ing to reports from VARIETY corre- 
spondents, with most pictures tak- 
ing a terrific beating. Pictures that 
are doing big trade are real excep- 
tions and those registering smash 
grosses are extreme rarities. 

“Great Lover” (Par), launched 
despite sharp downbeat, is show- 
ing enough to spot Bob Hope's com- 
edy an easy winner currently. Sec- 
ond best is “Pinky” (20th) with 
“Battleground” (M-G) third. “In- 
truder in Dust” (M-G) is fourth. 

“Bagdad” (U) is winding up fifth 
though in only three spots covered 
by Variety. “Adam's Rib” (M-G) 


\is doing well enough to take sixth 


money and “Fallen Idol” (SRO) is 
seventh. “Dangerous Profession” 
(RKO) and “Red Danube” (M-G) 
round out top nine list. 

With mild to drab weeks turned 
in by many films, many exhibitors 
currently are coasting with many 
lesser pictures or playing reissues. 
Result is that there are more than 
38 different screen vehicles spotted 
in some 22 representative keys this 
stanza not including oldies. 

Besides Bob Hope's “Lover,” 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) looms 
as brightest newcomer laun-hed 
this session. This newest John 
Wayne thriller about the U.S. Ma- 
rines is smash both on San Fran- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Since the company chieftains 
were alone in the room at which 
the makeup of the committee and 
the date of the negotiating meet- 
ings were to be decided, there has 
been a deep hush in the industry 
as to what went on. Disagree- 
ments, however, are understood to 
have been strenuous. 

Other company topp< 7s—notably 
Paramount's Barney Balaban — 
have considered Skouras much too 
friendly with J. Arthur Rank and 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Tenn. Supreme Court Rules Binford 
Has ‘No Authority’ to Censor ‘Curley’ 


By MATTY BRESCIA + 


Memphis, Dec. 20. 

It took the Tennessee Supreme 
Court to chastise Lloyd T. Binford, 
whose censor powers for more than 
a decade here have baffled the mo- 
tion picture industry. The State's 
highest tribunal in a ruling handed 
down in Knoxville Saturday (17) 
ruled “Chairman Lloyd T Binford 
of the Memphis Censor Board had 
no authority to ban the motion pic- 
ture ‘Curley’ because of the pres- 
ence of Negro actors in the cast.” 

At the same time, the Tennessee 
Supreme Court threw out of the 
court the case attacking the right 
of the Memphis Censor Board to 


bar exhibition of the pic on the 
grounds that the complainants, 
United Artists Corp. and Hal 


Roach. Inc., were not motion pic- 
ture exhibitors and thus were not 
denied freedom of speech. The 
Court also pointed out that UA and 
Roach had no standing in Tennes- 
see Courts because they are out- 
of-state corporations and have not 
complied with the laws of the state 

The State’s high court decision 
writes finis to a two-year court 
battle engineered by UA and Roach 
with the full support of the Motion 
Picture Association “challenging 
Binford and the Censor’s powers.” 
They argued that the “private act 
of Tennessee creating a Censor 
Board was anconstitutional and 
hat the board had no legal au- 
thority to disapprove the picture 
because of the presence of 
Negroes.” 

Binford, 
Varrery, said: 


when interviewed by 
“We'll just have to 
pass these pictures. Frankly, I 
was confident all along the Su- 
preme Court would side with Tru- 
man—of course, Truman controls 
it judging from President Tru- 
man's recent actions.” 

No changes were made in Ten- 
nessee Williams’ “A Streetcar 
Named Desire,” which played a 
two-day stand at the City Audi- 
torium here Dec. 16-17. Binford 
said: “If it (‘Streetcar’) had been 
a movie, attracting a audience of 

(Continued on page 18) 





Campus Discrimination 


Theme 20th’s Next Pic 


Twentieth-Fox production chief 
Darryl F. Zanuck will extend his 





film explorations of anti-Semitic , 


and anti-Negro discrimination into 
the nation’s colleges with a new 


story that he has just purchased. , 


It is a forthcoming novel by Peggy 
Goodin, titled “Take Care of My 
Little Girl.” 


Yarn is about a sorority at a 


midwestern college. It refuses—as 
do most university Greek letter 
societies—to take in Catholics, 
Jews or Negroes. Heroine of the 
book objects to this discrimina- 
tion and resigns from the sorority 
amidst a considerable to-do. 

Zanuck paid $30,000 for screen 
rights. Book will be published by 
Dutton next year. Author 
wrote “Clementine.” which was 
bought by Eagle Lion and released 
as “Mickey.” 





Litvak-McCarthy to Produce 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Frank McCarthy, Jr.. has been 
set as associate producer with Ana- 
tole Litvak on “Take Care of My 
Little Girl” and “Call It Treason” 
for 20th-Fox. 

Latter pic will be shot in Ger- 
Many. 


- 





N. Y. Post Syndicate 
Columnist 


Earl Wilson 
gets punny—and funny—in a 
Remington Set-To With 
Burl Ives 


Burled in Earl 


- 7 sd 


an amusing byline feature in the 
upcoming 


{4th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 


TOA Would Enlist 
All in Big-Screen 
TV Pitch to FCC 


When the expected word comes 
down from the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission ordering 2 
hearing on large-screen television 
channels, the Theatre Owners of 
America will ask the industry to 
open a separate Washington office 
in preparation for presentation of 
the filmites’ case. Motion Picture 
Assn. of America will be ap- 











proached by the TOA to cooperate | 


in running the office and lining up 
essential testimony. 

Under present plans, TOA would 
devote several months, if time al- 
lows, in corralling the necessary 
testimony. Prominent public figures 
such as college prexies and Gov- 
ernment officials running as high 
as cabinet members would be asked 
to speak in favor of allocating 
channels to theatres. Idea would 
be to present the need for TV 
theatre channels for rapid com- 
munication of instructions to the 
public in time of war or emer- 
gency. 

With this in mind, TOA would 
likely head its list of witnesses 
with non-industry figures who 
could present the broader argu- 

(Continued on page 21) 


Brit. Pix Circuit Bribe 
Probe by Scotland Yard 


Lendon, Dec. 20. 
Sensational charges alleging ac- 
ceptance of bribes by officials ‘in 
key positions in the main film cir- 
cuits are, it’s understood, being in- 
vestigated by Scotland Yard. It's 





learned that four persons are in- | 


_volved in the present inquiries, 
, which were instituted following « 


also | 


complaint by a prominent 


indie 
exhib-distributor. , 


Originally only one person was | 


involved, but apparently when 
challenged on the practice of de- 
manding payment before booking 
a picture into the circuit, he named 
others in different groups whom he 
alleged were following a similar 
practice. Scotland Yard refuses to 


make any comment and won't even | 


admit the inquiries are on. Probe 


will have to continue for some time | 
before a decision is made whether 


to institute proceedings against all 
or any of the persons named. 


‘Israel’s Birth Set As 


Metro High-Budgeter | 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
“The Road,” story dealing with 
‘the birth of Israel, wiil be produced 
_pext year by Metro. Dore Schary | 
| has set high budget on picture and | 
plans an all-star cast. 
| Allan Marcus leaves for Israel 
‘next week to get script material. 


Nth Not Cool To 
Theatre Video 


Report that 20th-Fox is planning 
to abandon its entire theatre tele- 
vision project was vehemently de- 
nied this week by prez Spyros P 
Skouras and general counsel Ken- 
neth C. ‘Royall. Latter declared ‘in 
an official statement that the com- 
pany is “vigorously pursuing its ap- 
plication before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission” and is 
making every effort to obtain a 
hearing before the Commission at 
as early a date as possible. 

Reports that the company would 
drop its large-screen video plans 
were attributed to. National Thea- 
tres prez Charles P. Skouras on the 
Coast last week in an interview 
carried in the tradepress ‘not Va 
RIETY). He was quoted as saying 
that he didn’t think theatre TV 
would be economically feasible be- 
cause “people still like to go out.” 
Refuting the reports, Spyros Skou- 

(Continued on page i9) 


Reed Confirms 3-Film 
Skirball, Manning Deal; 


Is Non-Exclusive Pact 


London, Dec. 20. 

Jack Skirball and Bruce Man- 
ning’s three picture deal with 
Carol Reed has been confirmed 
here by the director, who points 
out that the agreement is a non- | 
exclusive one which depends on 
the availability of suitable stories | 
and also leaves him free to make 
other films for Sir Alexander 
Korda. 

Pictures that Reed is to make 
under the Skirball-Manning pact 
won't necessarily be consecutive 
features and it’s conceivable that 
the director will return between 
his S-M stints to turn out pix for 
Korda. Now reading likely sio- 
ries for British production, he's 
hoping to decide upon a subject 
after the new year. 
| A recent Hollywood announce- 
ment by Skirball and Manning 
that they had inked Reed to a deal 
caused Morris Helprin, Korda’s 
New York rep, to deny such an 
arrangement had been negotiated. 
for he emphasized that the pro- 
ducer-director is under contract to 
Korda’s London Films Productions. 
Reed’s statement now clarifies the 
situation. 














Kurtsinger Family Asks | 
Million on ‘Seabiscuit’ 
Louisville, Dec. 20. 

Warner Bros. and Warner Bros 
Distributing Corp. yesterday ‘Mon.) | 
were named defendants in a $1.-| 
000,000 damage suit filed in Fed- 
eral court here by the widow and 
relatives of the late jockey, Charlie 
Kurtsinger. 

Action charges that a portrayal 
of Kurtsinger in the Warner film. 
“Story of Seabiscuit,” was done 
without permission or consent of 
Mrs. Catherine Kurtsinger or other 
family members. 


Hollywood's 2 Agency Mergers Cue 
Greater Centralizing of Manpower 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 





National Allied States 
Board Chairman 


Abram F. Myers 
is of the opinion that 
Pix Bis Has Battled And 
Bested All Sorts Of 
Competition; So Why 
Be Scared of TV? 
one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 














NLRB Orders Vote 
In 30 Dayson SPG 
Or IA for P.A.’s 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

National Labor Relations Board 
vesterday (19) ordered an elec- 
tion within 30 days among screen 
publicists of the major studios on 
whether they wish to be repre- 
sented by Screen Publicists Guild 
or International Alliance of Thea- 
trical Stage Employees. 

NLRB nixed a request of the 
Publicists Guild that efhployees of 
the majors and independents vote 
together, ruling the publicists of 
the majors comprised an appro- 
priate unit. In its action, board 
upheld the recommendations of its 
trial examiner, who conducted 
hearings in L.A, last June and 
July. 

Ruling declared, in part: 

“We shall direct that an elec- 
tion be held among the following 
employees whom we have found 
constitute an appropriate collective 

(Continued on page 21) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Ronald W. Alcorn 
Bill Bowers 
George D. Burrows 
Dane Clark 
Henry Clarkson 
Pat di Cicco 
Morey Goldstein 
Alex Gottlieb 
Jack Gregson 
Nancy Guild 

Don Loper 

Otto Preminger 
Arthur Ripley 
Francoise Rosay 
Sol C. Siegel 
Spyres P. Skouras 
Nate Spingold 


N. Y. to Europe 


Frederic Ashton 
Irving Berlin 
D. A. Doran 
Louis Dreyfus 
John Emery 
Elsie Ferguson 
Margot Fonteyn 
Robert Helpmann 
Robert Irving 
Anatole Litvak 
Pamela May 
Zachary Scott 
Milton Shulman 
Aileen Stanley 
Joseph R. Vogel 








Two of the most important film 
agency mergers in Hollywood his- 
tory, consummated this week, are 
likely to change the complexion 
of the film agency setup. Absorp- 
tion of the Berg-Allenberg Agency 
by the William Morris office and 
amalgamation of the Levee-Stark, 
Goldstone-Willner and Vic Orsatti 
offices into the United Agency 
Corp. create two talent percent- 
eries that put them on par with 
Music Corp. of America and 
Charles K. Feldman’s Famous Art- 
ists Corp. 

Merger also indicate a tendency 
toward centralization of manpower 
in the agency business. 

The Berg-Allenberg entry into 
the Morris setup was brought 
about at a meeting of top agents 
and their attorneys. They included 
Abe Lastfogel, Johnny Hyde, Bert 
Allenberg, Michael Halperin and 
Mendel Silberberg. Allenberg, un- 
der the terms of the deal, becomes 
a member of the William Morris 
Agency, Inc., functioning as chief 
of the motion pictureedepartment 
and handling all contracts pertain- 
ing to films. The Allenberg organi- 
zation will move into the Morris 
headquarters in Beverly Hills. in- 
cluding his associates, Jimmy 
Townsend, Phil Kellogg, Robert 
Coryell and Keith Brown, who will 
continue to concentrate on clients 
of both companies. The Berg-Al- 
lenberg building on South Beverly 
Drive is owned by Phil Berg and 
remained in his possession after 
the dissolution of the old patrner- 
ship about six months ago. 

High salaried clients, under the 

(Continued on page 18) 


Grable Quits MCA To 
Go With Goldstone 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Betty Grable, after 12 years with 
Music Corp. of America, has left 
that agency to go with Nat Gold- 
stone office. One reason for leav- 
ing is that “Nat and I have a lot 
in common with the horses. Ber- 
nice, his wife, owns Solidarity. so 
instead of talking business al! the 
time, she and Harry (James) and 





_ | can talk horses.” 


James remains with RCA under 
contract, with two years to go. Of 
late years Miss Grable has earned 
in excess of $325,000 annually, 
with MCA drawing 10 percent. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Sara Berner 

Joe E. Brown 

Ed Cashman 
Jean Cropper 
Helen Deutsch 
Robert Emmet Dolan 
Ava Gardner 
Henry Henigson 
Dorle Jarmel 
Jennifer Jones 
John Joseph 
Tony Landi 

Jock Lawrence 
Johnny Mercer 
David O. Selznick 
Irene M. Selznick 
Frank Sinatra 
Dimitri Tiomkin 


Europe to N. Y. 
David Brooks 
Salvador Dali 
Don Hartman 
Irving Maas 
Joseph A. McConville 
Herschel McCoy 
Jack Segal 
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Naify’s United Calf. andFox-WCSphit DECREE WOII|) 


Frisco Pool, Latt 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 4 


United California circuit and 
Fox-West Coast will break up its 
pool on houses in this sector with- 
in the next few days with the 20th- 
Fox affiliate taking 16 theatres on 
a wholly-owned basis. Cutting of 
partnership ties follows on the 
heels of a deal whereby United 
Artists Theatres buys into a 50% 
partnership with Mike Naify on 
some 90 of the latter’s UC houses. 

Charles P. Skouras, head of Na- 
tional Bheatres, and Naify will 
work out the details of the splitup. 
Skouras is due here tomorrow 
(Wed.) presumably on that busi- 





ness. Theatres involved are in the 
T&D cireuit. F-WC has a minority 
interest in this chain while uc 
and allied interests hold a major- 
itv. Breakup was ordered by the | 
N. Y. federal court in December, | 
1948, as part of the anti-trust suit 
decree. 

Closing of a deal last week 
which gave United Artists theatres 
a half interest in UC houses ends 
a long-cooking transaction stymied 
by the Government in the past. It 
arose from the fact that Joseph M. | 
Schenck, 20th-Fox studio exec and 
an important stockholder in United | 
Artists chain, went on a $2,500,-| 
000 note as endorser which Naify | 
used to buy out his partners. Gov- | 
ernment has opposed the exercise 


(Continued on page 21) | 


In First Post-Decree 
Move. Par Given OK To 
Build New Tenn. House 


In a first action of its kind under 
Paramount’s consent decree, the 
N. Y. federal district court has 
granted United Paramount circuit 
the right to acquire or construct a 
new house. Order of Judge Alfred 
C. Coxe, one of the three jurists 
sitting on the Government suit, 
gives UP the greenlight on con- 
struction of a theatre in downtown 
Chattanooga, Tenn. It will replace 
Se Some, which burned down in 


Applying for the order, Leonard 
Goldenson, UP’s forthcoming prez, | 
indicated that similar pleas would 





be made for construction in both 
Miami and Tampa, Fla. Goldenson 
recited facts to show that no re-| 
straint of competition is intended. | 
Judge Coxe’s okay declared that | 
the court is satisfied the move 
would not restrain trade. 

Order grants the privilege to 
either UP, Eastenn Theatres, sub- 
sid of the company, or any other 
wholly-owned branch. Provision 
in the consent decree allows for 
such action if any existing theatre 

comes inoperable. 

In another move, both UP and 
the new  production-distribution 
company formally submitted them- 
selves to jurisdiction of the dis- 
trict court. Affidavits were filed 
by Fred Mohhardt as treasurer of 
the picture outfit and Robert H. | 
O’Brien, ditto for the chain, de- | 
claring the formation of the’ two | 
new companies and submitting to 
jurisdiction. Consent decree also 
Provided for this step. 
—--__ 





Dore Schary 


is of the opinion that 


All the Picture Business 
Must Hang Together, 
Or We'll Surely Hang 

Separately 
* . — 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 





er Taking Over 16 


PERMIT SALE 


The giant Warner Bros. circuit of 
443 theatres throughout the U. S. 


is reported available for sale to out- | 


side interests as result of the con- 
sent decree now nearing the sign- 
ing stage in current negotiations 
with the Government in Washing- 
ton. The decree, according to re- 
ports, is expected to differ from 


UYERS HOT FOR WARNER C 














Par’s $5,000,000 
Loan to Swing 
W-K Theatre Buy 


To finance its acquisition of 101 
theatres from Robert Wilby and 
H. F. Kincey, former Paramount 
theatre partners, Paramount has 


| closed a $5.000,000 loan with three 
| banks. The coin raised by the trans- 


action will be part of the $7,700,- 


| 000 in cash and notes that Wilby, 


Kincey and some lesser interests 
are being paid for a 100° interest 
which United Paramount circuit is 
getting on 77 houses and a partial 
slice of 24 more. 

Par has signed notes payable 
Dec. 31 for the loan. United Par- 
amount splits front the parent com- 
pany at that time. It then assumes 
the obligation which will probably 
be paid out of a $15,000,000 revolv- 
ing fund set up to help float the 
new circuit. 

Three banks financing the Wil- 
by-Kincey purchase are the First 
National Bank of Chicago, Manu- 
facturers Trust Co. and Bankers 


(Continued on page 20) 


SELZNICKS (JENNIFER) 
TO H’WOOD FOR XMAS 


David O. Selznick and his wife, 
Jennifer Jones, shuttled into New 
York from London last Saturday 
(17) and planed out for the Coast 
the following day. 





ary 

Miss Jones. who recently com- 
pleted a starring appearance in 
the Selznick - Korda production, 
“Gone to Earth,” is slated to re- 
turn to London for retakes. DOS 
will go back to close two co-pro- 
duction deals he now has pending, 
one in England and one in France. 

Couple returned to the U. 5S. to 
spend the Christmas holidays with 
their children and for Selznick to 
give testimony in the suit brought 
against him in California by Wil- 
liam Bacher. 


They'll be go- | 
ing back to England in mid-Janu-— 


both that of RKO and Paramount 
by substituting a provision which 
would permit the sale of the chain 
rather than a splitup into two com- 


panies with a corresponding divi- | 
sion of stock among stockholders. | 


At least one powerful syndicate, 
staffed by severa! industry figures 
and backed by a group of banks, 
is known to be bidding for the 
big chain. The syndicate, it is said, 
prefers to buy the circuit outright, 
or as nearly so as possible, rather 

|than the stock holdings of Harry 
M., Jack L. and Major Albert 
Warner. Their pooled ho!dings 
would be slightly over 30° of the 
entire outstanding common stock 
or a working control of the chain. 

In order for the syndicate to ac- 
quire the chain, lock-stock-and- 
barrel, it would be necessary for 
the consent decree to permit a saie 
of the circuit, after divestiture of a 
number of houses in closed situa- 
tions, to outside interests in a 


fairly intact condition. It is be- | 


lieved in informed trade circles 
that the decree does provide for 
that alternative. 

Identity of the syndicate has 
been kept under wraps. It is said 
that several large circuit operators 
are included in the potent group. 

(Continued on page 18) 


D.C. Wants More 
BR. to Police 
The Film Decree 


Washington. Dec. 20. 


As a result of the string of anti- 
| trust settlements in the suit against 
| the majors, the Dept. of Justice is 
| preparing to ask for an increased 
‘appropriation from Congress to 

police the film industry. Herbert 





Bergson, head of the D of J’s anti- | 


trust division, has advised U. S. 
Attorney General Howard Mc- 
Grath that he must take on a 
number of field inspectors to 
check complaints. Bergson wants 


the compliance wing of his dept. 


only two men in the field. Com- 
plaints from exhibs have been 
piling up and there is an expecta- 
tion that the squawks will grow 
rapidly when all or most of the 
Big Five operate under consent 
decrees. 

Bergson has advised McGrath 
that “we'll have to live with this 
industry for a long time” or words 
to that effect. Hé is convinced that 
the Government must do an active 
policing job for at least the next 


110 years. 


McGrath to up the coin allotted to. 


Compliance division now has— 





| 





Barney Balaban 


who certainly should know about 
those things, has his own ideas 
about bringing back 


That So-Called ‘Lost 
Audience’ 


> * 


one of the many byline features in 
the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 


Producer-Exhibitor Seminars Next 
- As Part of PR. Setup; COMPO's Next 
Decision: Budget and Paid Exec VP. . 


Setting up of producer-exhibitor 
seminars will likely be the next 
important move by the Conference 
of Motion Picture Organizations, 
which was established at the all- 
industry public relations confer- 
ence in Washington last week. 
COMPO’s initial campaign, already 
under way, is aimed at reduction 
of the present 20% Federal tax on 
admissions. 

Arrangements for meetings be- 
tween exhibs and Hollywood pro- 
duction execs will probably get 
under way before COMPO is actu- 
ally set up formally at another all- 
industry session tentatively set for 
March. Since there is a feeling 














Meyers Out In 
Big U Reshuffle 
Of Sales Setup 


In the wake of the recent shuf- 
fle in Universal's top-drawer exec- 
utive setup, William A. Scully, 
company’s distribution veepee, has 
shoved through a sweeping realign- 
ment of his sales forces. The shake- 


ijup, effective Jan. 1, has resulted 
|in the resignation of one division 


sales head; relegation of a district 
manager to branch chief: and the 
complete revision of territorial al- 
locations of other district toppers. 


| Changes follow resignation of Ed 


(Peck) Gomersall, ass’t sales man- 


| ager, last week in a company econ- 


omy move. 
Fred Meyers, eastern division 
chief, has stepped out. His spot 
is filled by Charles J. Feldman, 
who moves over from the western 
division heim. Foster Blake, dis- 
trict supervisor on the Coast for 
the past four years, is promoted 
to western division manager. 
Dave Miller, district manager of 
the Buffalo-Albany-New Haven sec- 
tor, now moves back to branch 


(Continued on page 20) 


CAPRA-RISKIN SELL 
‘JOHN DOE’ RESIDUAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


Frank Capra end Robert Riskin 
have sold their residual rights in 
“Meet John Doe,” which they co- 
produced in 1941 for Warner Bros.., 
to Filmeraft, indie reissue house 
in New York. Deal involved $150.- 
000, including television and re- 
issue rights. 

Capra and Riskin made over 
$1,000,000 on the film which they 
financed originaliy. After the 
Warner release, it reverted to the 
producers and they have since 
reissued itein both 16m and 35m. 





that a better understanding by 
Hollywood of exhib thinking on 
public taste could be highly bene- 
ficial, and since there is a minimum 
of cost involved in getting reps of 
the two groups together, COMPO 
delegates are anxious to get under 
way with the project as quickly as 
possible. 

While COMPO has in prospect 
much more complex plans for im- 
proving industry public relations, 
the powwows between picture- 
makers and theatremen are seen 
highly important in this regard. 
Growing criticism of brutality and 
immorality in films was evidenced 

(Continued on page 21) 


84 Theatres Would 
Be Divested in D. of J. 
Proposal on Griffith 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Divestiture of 84 of its theatres 
and a stiff set of trade practice 
injunctions against the Griffith 
Amus. Co. and its affiliated defend- 
ants were called for Friday (16) 
by the Justice Department in a 
proposed final judgment against 
the chain. The proposals were filed 
with the U. S. district court in 
Oklahoma City in next to the last 
step in which the government 
hopes will wind up the anti-trust 
suit dragging along since 1939. 

Divestiture would be of those 
theatres allegedly acquired by 
“abuse of circuit buying power” 
and to open up closed towns. The 
brief, by George W. Wise and Mil- 
ton A. K_llis of the anti-trust divi- 
sion, charged that “. . . the opinion 
of the Supreme Court in the in- 
stant case, holding that the de- 
fendants had violated Sections 1 
and 2 of the Sherman Act by the 
misuse of their circuit buying pow- 
er in obtaining films, has resulted 
in no change in the inability of 
competitors to obtain pictures 
from major distributors.” 

The brief declared further that: 
“The preferred position which 
Griffith Consolidated and Theatre 
Enterprises now occupy as estab- 
lished customers of the major dis- 
tributors thus represents a con- 
tinued enjoyment of the effect of 
the established violations of law.” 

The Government named as de- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Today the voice of the publf } 
unprecedented praise from the voge 


Col B DeMille Faramor 
Samso mn and 


-_ FROM FAMOUS EXHIBITORS: 




















“A truly remarkable picture.” — Carl Bamford, Publix-Bamford Theatres 


“Not only a great picture but a great contribution to industry public relations.” 
— Harry Browning, New England Theatres 


“DeMille’s masterpiece. The story has power, great drama.” 
—A. H. Blank, Tri-States Theatre Corp. 


“The finest picture DeMille has ever made. It will clean up.” 
. — Wallace Blankenship, Blankenship Theatres 


“Sensational...should be exhibited as a roadshow attraction.” 
— George Bowser, Fox West Coast Theatres 


“Great in every respect. DeMille has reached the apex of his creative power.” 
—Julius M. Gordon, Jefferson Amusement Co. 


“The crowning jewel of DeMille’s crown of film glory.” 
— Earl J. Hudson, United Detroit Theatres 


“DeMille has made many fine motion pictures but this is his crowning 
achievement.” —R. M. Kennedy, Alabama Theatres, Inc. 





“A classic story brought to the screen with great power and imagination.” 
— Martin J. Mullin, New England Theatres, Inc. 


“It reaches the pinnacle of perfection and leaves nothing to be desired.” 
— George Skouras, Skouras Theatres Corp. 


“I consider ‘Samson and Delilah’ Mr. DeMille’s finest work.” 
—R. B. Wilby, Wilby-Kincey Service Corp. 
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Cecil B. DeMille’s SAMSON AND DELILAH . -~ Hedy Lamarr-Vi¢for 


Color by TECHNICOLOR + Produced and Directed by Ceci #-De 
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FROM THE TRADE PRESS: 


“Stands monumental alongside any contender.” ) —Film Daily 


“A record-breaker money maker. Patrons will renew their faith in the glories of 
motion picture entertainment.” —Showmen’s Trade Review 





“The most prodigious spectacle ever conceived.” — Boxoffice 


“A fantastic picture for this era in its lavishness. Must have any theatre man 


smacking his lips in anticipation.” —Variety 
“This will be classed with the big films of all time.” — The Exhibitor 
“Grandeur, pomp and spectacle ... overwhelming in its scope.” — Daily Variety 
“A sure-thing picture...that will delight the mass audience.” —M. P. Daily 
“It will be compared equally with ‘Gone With The Wind’.” — The Independent 


“Such a picture comes only once in a decade. Its grosses will have gigantic 
dimensions.” — Hollywood Reporter 


“A king-size attraction which showmen everywhere will long have causé to 
remember.” —M. P. Herald 





“Will be a great grosser in all theatres in every part of the world.” —Fidn Bulletin 


THNICOLOR 


/i(far Mature. George Sanders- Angela Lansbury-Henry Wilcoxon 


' ‘ - . Screenplay _. Fredric M F nk - From original treatments by Haroid Lamb and 
,2CI ‘DeMille 9 Vindimir Jebetinaky Bened upon the history of Sameon and Delile in the Holy Bible, Judges 13-18 
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12 @°Clock High 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck 
roduction. Stars Grego eck? features 
ugh Marlowe, Gary errill, liard 


Dean Jagger, Robert Arthur, 
Paul Stewart, John Kellogg. Bob Patten, 
Joyee MacKenzie. Directed by Henry 
King. Screenplay, Sy Bartiett, Beirne 
Lay, Jr., based on their novel; camera, 
Leon Shamroy; editor, Barbara McLean; 
Al Newman; special effects, 
Fred Sersen; Air Force technical adviser, 
Co]. John H. deRussy. Tradeshown Dec. 
6, 49. Running time, 132 MINS. 

Gregory Peck 
Hugh Marlowe 
Millard Mitchell 
Dean Jagger 
Robert Arthur 
Paul Stewart 


Mitchell, 





General Savage Seen 
Lt. Col. Ben Gately 
General Pritchard 
Major Stovall 


Sat. | 
Capt. “Doc” Kaiser 


1 Sn. v.csvenceeooeen John Kellogg 
it Bishop eta Bob Patten 
Nurse 6 bee Jovee MacKenzie 


Lee MacGregor 


Lt. Zimmerman c 
Sam Edwards 


Birdwell 
Intaernes 


ogeatian OFlicer Roger Anderson 
Set. Ernie John Zilly 
Lt. Pettinghill William Short 
Lt. McKesson Richard Anderson | 
Capt. Twombley Lawrence Dobkin | 
Sentry Kenneth Tobey | 
Mnerations Officer John McKee 
Mr. Britton Campbell Copelin 
Dwight Don Guadagno 


Peter Ortiz 
Steve Clark 
Pat Whyte 


Weather Observer 
Clerk in Antique Shop 
Clerk 





20th-Fox makes its bid into the 
war film cycle with “12 O’Clock 
High.” It is a topflight drama, pol- 
ished and performed to the nth 
degree to make it figure impor- 
tantly in the boxoffice competition 
that is sure to result from the 
series of Wotid War Il pix now 
going into the market. 

Picture treats its story from the 
high brass level; i.e., a general's 
concern for his men’s morale while 
establishing the man-killing day- 
light bombing raids back in 1942. 


In that regard, and as to Giiliei 
storv essentials and the target 
struck, “12 O’Clock gh” is very 
similar to “Command Decision,” 


which broke on the market a year 
avo 

As a drama, “High” deals sound- 
ly and interestingly with its situa- 
tions, glossing over the fact that all 
war pictures are beginning to be 
stamped with a familiarity that 
cries for a new character and story 
setup. It gets close to the emo- 
tions in unveiling its plot and ap- 
proaches it from a flashback angle 
so expertly presented that the emo- 
tional pull is sharpened. Skill in 
writing by Sy Bartlett and Beirne 


Lay, Jr., exceptionally fine direc- | 


tion by Henry King and standout 
performances by the competent 
cast make much of this Darryl F. 
Zenuck production. 

Gregory Peck is the big brass 
who. heads up the operations of a 
bombing squadron from a base in 
Chelveston, England, during the 
early phases of the war. Peck gives 
the character much credence as he 
suffers and sweats with his men, 
bearing the burden of the dangers 
of the raids, plus the responsibili- 
ties of command. He can mark this 
=— as just about his best work to 


There are a number of what 
amount to “surprise” performances 
in the male cast. Standout among 
them is Dean Jagger as a retread 
still determined to do his bit. Jag- 
ger hasn't fared too well in screen 
roles over the past few years, but 
in his part as the adjutant for the 
bombing base he reminds that the 
talent’s there for the proper assign- 
ment. 

Story comes to life through his 
eyes as he revisits the Chelveston 
base in 1948. It’s a sentimental 
journey that brings back the mem- 
ory of those hectic days when U.S. 
bombers and men were just begin- 
ning to fill the air over Europe as 
the G. I. settled down in earnest 
to win the war. Plot carries on 
from there to show what this phase 
of the war meant, both to the sol- 
dier, the officer and the ultimate 
outcome. It’s a grim business and 
the picture sticks with it, without 
dragging in any off-base amatory 
play or anything else that doesn’t 
touch on the urgency of the situa- 


tion. ° 
Footage _ off to a 
ground score by Alfred Newman 


that includes the G.I.-popular tunes 
—_—_—_—_—_oo 


The Glass Mountain 


“The Glass Mountain,” 
British-made, being trade- 
shown in.New York tomorrow 
(Thurs.), was reviewed in Va- 
miety from London, Feb. 16, 
1949. Pic, inspired by a legend 
of the Dolomites mountains in 
Italy, was tabbed by reviewer 
Myro as being “a useful prop- 
osition to American exhibs 
who cater to patrons appreci- 
ating good music and fine 
scenery and who would be 
ready to overlook deficiencies 
in the story.” Yarn revolves 
around a married airman res- 
cued in the Italian mountain 
area during the war, who falls 
in love with a local and 
becomes obsessed with a de- 
sire to write an operatic piece 
on the romantic legend of 
thwarted love. 

Film, being released_in the 
U. S. by Eagle Lion, stars Val- 
entina Cortesa, Dulcie Gray 
and Michael Denison. 


back- | 





e . 

Miniature Reviews 

“42 O’Cleck High” (20th). 
Topflight World War II film, 
treated from the high brass 
level of the Air Force. Greg- 
ory Peck and strong male cast. 

“Mrs. Mike” (UA). Warm, 
human filmization of the best- 
seller. Dick Powell, Evelyn 


Eiffel 
Tower” (Color) (RKO). Paris- 
made thriller with okay cast. 
Moderate b.o. prospects. 

“Ambush” (M-G). Fine out- 
door costumer with top names; 
excellent b.o. 

“The Rocking Horse Win- 
ner” (GFD). Sombre British 
drama on track betting. : 

“Paid in Full” (Par). Strong 
femme picture. 

“The Surf” ‘Swedish). In- 
grid Bergman in Swedish film 
made 12 years ago; mild biz 
for arty spots. 














of the day as the performers mark | 
up individual successes. Hugh Mar- | 
lowe is extremely Satisfactory in | 
what has become a stereotyped 
war-film character; son of a long 
line of West Pointers who doesn’t 
like war. Gary Mitchell impresses 
vividly as the colonel whose feel- 
ings for his men loses him his post 
to Peck. Millard Mitchell, the top 
general; Robert Arthur, a sergeant; 
Paul Stewart, base medico; John 
Kellogg, Bob Patten, Lee MacGre- 
gor, Sam Edwards and all the other 
male members of the cast turn in 
decisive spots. Only femme, and 
seen in only a single hospital se- 
quence as a nurse, is Joyce Mec- 
Kenzie. 

Zanuck’s roduction guidance 
has the polish and taste expected 
of product bearing his banner. It’s 
hard-hitting emotionally, carries a 
full quota of thrill sequences in the 
actual combat footage filmed dur- 
ing missions by the Air Force, and 
generally measures up as an 
authoritative job of film-making. 
Leon Shamroy supplied the excel- 


lent photography. Brog. | 
—— | 
Mrs. Mike | 
(SONGS) 
Holiywood, Dec. 17. 
| United Artists release of Samuel 


Bischoft-Edward Gross (Regal Films) pro- 
duction. Stars Dick Powell, Evélyn Keyes; 
features J. M. Kerrigan, Angela Clarke, 
Will Wright, Nan Boardman, Clarence 
Straight. Frances Morris, Jorn Miljan. Di- 
rected by Louis King. Screenplay, Alfred 
Lewis Levitt, DeWitt Bodeen; from book 
by Benedict and Nancy Freedman; cam- 
era, Joseph Biroc: editor, Paul Weather- 
wax. Previewed Dec. 16, "48. Running 
time, 98 MINS. 
Sgt. Mike Flannigan Dick Powell 
Kathy O'Fallon : ... Evelyn Keyes 
..J. M. Kerrigan 


Uncle John 
Sarah Carpentier Angela Clarke 
John Miljan 


Mr. Howard vend 
Georgette Beauclaire..... Nan Boardman 
Dr. McIntosh Will Wright 
Mrs. Howard .«+«ee+.Franeces Morris 
Pierre Carpentier......... Joel Nestler 
Mrs. Mathers Jean Inness 


Atenou .. «e+. Chief Yowlachie 
Louis Beauclaire ..... Fred Aldrich 
Cameron .. Clarence Straight 


Gary Lee Jackson 
Ro Mere Darling 
.. Arehie Leonard 
James Fairfax 


Tommy Henderson... 
Mrs. Henderson 
Trader Henderson 
Danny Hawkins 
Tommy Howard 
Joe Howard ; 
Madeleine Beauclaire 
| Barbette Beauciaire 


one Janet Sackett 
.-.» Judith Sackett 





“Mrs. Mike,” a bestseller of a 
couple years back, comes to the 
screen with all the warm, human 
charm that featured the book by 
Benedict and Nancy Freedman. It’s 
a down-to-earth heart-tugger, full 
of tears and chuckles, that should 
find a hearty reception in the gen- 
eral market. 

The story of the Boston girl who 
married a mountie and goes into 
the wilderness of Canada’s north- 
west territory to live is familiar to 
a wide variety of readers. What 
preducers Samuel Bischoff and Ed- 
,ward Gross, director Louis King 
and scripters Alfred Lewis Levitt 
and DeWitt Bodeen have done to 
that yarn will cause no quarrels. 

The performances are splendid. 
Evelyn Keyes particularly shines 
in the title role with a portrayal 
that has excellent emotional depth 


j}and just the right touch of humor. | 


_As her co-star, Dick Powell is fine. 
| He approaches his assignment as 
the conscientious mountie with un- 
derstanding and considerable tal- 
/ent to make it come off just right. 
He also supplies the narrative that 
bridges the footage and sets up the 
‘scenes of rugged frontier life in 
the Canadian wilds at the start of 
the century. 
| Considerable stress is laid on 
wilderness perils and the tragedies 
that befall pioneers. The emo- 
tional gamut abounds in childbirth, 
— amputation anu death; 
all experiences encountered by the 
real-life Mrs. Michael Flannigan 
|when she took to the northwoods 
|in 1905. Some of the travail de- 
| —-- could be trimmed without 
to the overall results, although 
‘the tear-jerker elements are com- 
| mercial. 
Some exceptionally good fea- 
‘tured and supporting roles are con- 
tributed by the cast. Top among 
‘these is the portrayal by Angela 
| Clarke, kind-hearted resident of a_ 
jfar north outpost which becomes 





Biroc captures_the vo i 
outdoor setting that duplicates the | 
story’s Canadian locale, and other 


J. M. Kerrigan is seen briefly, and 
le , as Miss Keyes’ uncle. 
ohn jan, Nan Boardman, Will 

Wright (solid as a doctor), Frances 

Morris, Joel Nestler, Jean Inness, 

Ro Mere Darling and others come 

over strongly. For humor, a high- 

ht is the vaccination scene with 
ief Yowlachie and other tribes- 

men. . 

Powell has a chance to exercise 

his vocal chords on “Rose of Tra- 

lee” and does a welcome bit of 
singing on the oldie. Score also 
contains a new tune, “Kathy,” by 

Max Steiner and Ned Washington, 

plus atmospheric cleffing that 

pleases. 
Topnotch photography by Joseph 
flavor of the 


technical contributions measure up 
in making this a good entry. 
. Brog. 


The Man On the Eiffel 
Tower 
(COLOR; 


Hollywood, Dee. 14. 
RKO release of Irving Allen (A & T 
Film Productions, Inc.) production. 
Charles Laughton. Franchot Tone, Bur- 
ess Meredith, Robert Hutton, Jean Wal- 


ce, Patricia Roc, Belita;: features George | 


Thorpe, William Phipps. William Cottrell, 
Chaz Chase, Wilfrid Hyde-White. Directed 
by Burgess Meredith. Screenplay, Harry 
Brown; from story by Georges Simenon; 
camera ‘Ansco), Stanley Cortez; music, 
Michel Michelet; editor, Louis H. Sackin. 


Tradeshown Dec. 12, *49. Running time, 
9% MINS. 

Inspector Maigret .... Charles Laughton 
Radek ; Franchot Tone 
. TAS Burgess Meredith 
 — arte obert Hutton 
Edna Wallace ...... Jean Wallace 
Helen Kirby.......... : Patricia Roc 
Sn 2 00¢b0600c6nes 66 .. Belita 
SEED. cosccccesecee George Thorpe 
Tr. seketeeoceswee William Phipps 
Moers William Cottrell 
Waiter Chaz Chase 


Professor Grollet ... Wilfrid Hyde-White 





“The Man On the Eiffel Tower” 
is a chase melodrama that com- 
mands some added attention be- 
cause its principal star is the City 
of Paris. 
of the famous city provides a lush, 


interesting background for the. 


thriller ingredients of the story. 
Paris wears its Ansco color garb 
elegantly and actually comes off 
better than the yarn it locales. Box- 
office outlook spotty. 


A top-heavy star list. led off by 
Charles Laughton, Franchot Tone, 
Burgess Meredith and Robert Hut- 
ton, junketed to Paris for the film- 
ing and they run through a pretty 
standard —_ of melodramatics, 
sharpened with some good thriller 
sequences, to get the Harry Brown 
script down on celluloid. Screen- 
play is from the Georges Simenon 
story, “A Battle of Nerves,” and 
latter title tells the plot of a cat- 
and-mouse game between a thrill 
killer and a smart police inspector. 


Telling of the story would have 
appeared to better advantage had 
not the makers strained too hard 
for mood and cryptic nuances. A 
formula unfoldment, with every- 
thing clearcut, would have given it 
more of a chance in the general 
market. Meredith directed the pro- 
duction by Irving Alien and Tone 
and should have provided the clar- 
ity not found in the script. 

A rich woman is murdered by 
the hireling of her nephew. Laugh- 
ton is the broad-A French police 
inspector who sets out to uncover 
the killer and the reason for the 
crime. He's not satisfied with his 
first suspect, played by Meredith, 
and digs deeper to discover Tone, a 
psychopath to whom killing is food 
for the ego, as is the dangerous 
game of baiting the police. 

Footage is overlong in reaching 
the denouement, holding off the 
climax as long as possible while 
keeping the chase going over Paris 
roof-tops, up the Eiffel Tower, over 
rivers and bridges, through niteries 
and other pas of interest in the 
city. Of the cast stars. Tone im- 
presses most. Laughton’s charac- 
ter is made of stylized mannerisms 
and Burgess’ near-blind scissors- 
grinder role is okay. Hutton plays 
the nephew who hires a murderer 
so that he can leave his wife, Pa- 
tricia Roc, and marry Jean Wal- 
lace. Third femme is Belita and 


none has very much to do but) 


look beautiful. 

Stanley Cortez’s camera shows 
off the beauties of Paris fondly, 
making them the most interest- 
ing part of the entire production. 
Editing is needed on the film's 








Neah’s Ark 

“Noah's Ark,” French-made, 
being tradeshown in New 
York today (Wed.), was re- 
viewed in Variety from Paris, 
Feb. 26, 1947, under its origi- 
nal title “L’Arche de Noe.” 
Film was categorized with 
those unlikely for Anglo-U. S. 
market. Review stated that 
“poor direction and technique 
in every phase make this entry 
an unlikely bet for export, but 
the humorous story t pro- 
vide material for a Hollywood 
remake.” Pic is being re- 
leased in the U. S. by Nayfack. 


Stars | 


Highlighted Cook’s Tour | 


Cinderella 
Due 


to a typographical 
snafu, last week’s review of 
Walt Disney's newest full- 
length cartoon, “Cinderella, 
gave an incomplete opinion. 
Omitted from the text were the 
reviewer's opening comments 
which said: “From one of the 
most popular legends in the 
western world, Walt Disn 
has turned out another fanc 
ful full-length cartoon which 
ranks among his better pro- 
ductions. ‘Cinderella,’ while 
| lacking the imaginative bril- 
| fiance of previous Disney cine- 
| matic fairy tales, is fabricated 
with the usual Disney skill and 
appealing ingredients for sure- 
fire boxoffice impact on ail age 
levels.” 











present length of 96 minutes. At- 

mospheric music score by Michel 

Michelet is on the credit side. 
Brog. 





Ambush 


Holiywood, Dec. 16. 


Metro release of Armand Deutsch pro- 
duction. Stars Robert Taylor, John Ho- 
| diak, Arlene Dahl; features Don Taylor, 
Jean Hagen, John MclIntire. Direct by 
Sam Wood. Screenplay by Marguerite 
Roberts; story, Luke Short; camera, Har- 


old Lipstein; editor, Ben Lewis. Trade- 
shown Dec. 49. Running time, 68 
MINS. 


.. Rebert Taylor 


Ward Kinsman 
—~ John Hodiak 


Captain Ben Lorriso 


Ann Duvcrall ee" Arlene Dahl 
| Lt. Linus Delaney.......-- Don Taylor 
Martha Conovan.... Jean H n 
Tom Conovan .......+«.+- Bruce Cowling 
Major Breverly......+--++.-- Leon Ames 
Feamx Holly... ....--<eee+- John_ McIntire 
Set. Mack Pat Moriarity 
BREED. « 0 0c ceceevcens Charlies , Stevens 
Tana Chief Thundercloud 


: Ray Teal 
Robin Short 
Richard Bailey 


Capt. J. R. Wolverso 
Lt. Storrow ine omen 
Lt. Tremaine... 





“Ambush” is the late Sam 
Wood's ‘last directorial stint and 


newcomer Armand Deutsch’s first 
producer credit. It is a notable 
entry in the oater field, from the 
distaff angle as well as from the 
viewpoint of the male ticket-buy- 
ers. It boasts names, an action- 
ful adaptation of the Satevepost 
thriller, and a switcheroo of a fi- 
nale that will set the payees on 
edge. All this and Ariene Dahl 
drawing wolf whistles in a fron- 
tier garb that just can’t hide her 
ample s. a. 

Double-barreled romance spots 
Robert Taylor as an Indian scout, 
back in the 1800s, who conceives 
a yen for Miss Dahl, sweetheart of 
Army captain John Hodiak, and 
Don Taylor as a lieutenant in love 
with Jean Hagen, Army sergeant 
Bruce Cowling’s mistreated wife. 
Miss Dahl’s sister has been cap- 
tured by the Apaches. In the 
yip-yip-yippee tradition of the bet- 
ter gallopers, Hodiak, Cowling and 
old fogie John Mclintire lose their 
scalps, redskin baddies Charles 
‘Stevens and Chief Thunderclovd 
get bumped off, too, and the Tay- 
lor lads get their gals. 
| Seript takes its time setting the 
stage, and probably a little too 
fong, but the chase is worth wait- 
‘ing for. Matter of fact, there are 
two chases, one in which the sol- 
diers wipe out most of the Injuns 
and the windup, an extra dividend, 


ih production io 000 ie See Beit- 

0 
of ending, .which was added 
at the request of the 
ere is an example of an 


censor. 
impressive but not lavish picture, 
produced and directed with obvi- 


ous feeling and acted and scripted 
with unquestioned sincerity. Its 
sombre theme may react adversely 
at the boxoffice, but it deserves to 
succeed with discriminating pa- 
| trons both in Britain and America. 

In follo the original D. H. 
Lawrence rtstory, Anthony 
| Pelissier, who ee as well as 
| directed, has developed the story 
|of an extravagant mother as seen 
through the eyes of a sensitive 
| child. Lack of money, as the young 
| boy sees it, must mean unhappi- 
i}ness ror him. How to raise the 
'eesh to bring the farnily. out of 
debt and anxiety is the problem 
preying on the youngster’s mind. 

Then, gradually, the boy realizes 
he has a facility for picking win- 
ners and in secret association with 
the family handyman, later joined 
| by a sporting uncle, has an aston- 
lishing run of good luck. First 
£5,000 is secre y passed over to 
| the mother, but that only does for 
another orgy of. spending. Mean- 
time, the boy becomes obsessed 
with his need for picking winners 
and drives himself into a fatal 
frenzy while riding his rocking 
— to find the certainty for the 
erby. 





It is at this stage that the 
Lawrence yarn stopped and the 
|}eontrived ending, demanded by 


the censor, shows the mother full 
of. remorse and refusing to have 
anything to do with the fortune 
her son had gathered together. 

The tragedy is almost unrelieved 
and the occasional lighter moments 
are therefore more than ever wel- 
come. The picture is produced 
with a fine delicacy and a thought- 
ful, intelligent interpretation of 
the main characters. The mental 
precesses running through the boy 
which distorts his mind, the in- 
difference of the mother, the be- 
nevolent and sympathetic handy- 
|}man and the good-natured uncle, 
| become real people involved in a 
real tragedy. 

John Howard Davies, who made 
a hit locally in “Oliver Twist.” 
plays the sensitive lad with a skill 
and sincerity which would do 
credit to a seasoned trouper. 
Valerie Hobson is fine as the 
mother. Ronald Squire is polished 
and competent as the uncle and 
John Mills oozes warmth and un- 
derstanding as the handyman. 
Hugh Sinclair has little scope as 
the father and there is a neat and 
effective contribution from Charles 
| Goldner as a second-hand clothes 
| dealer. 


Technically, the  preduction 
deserves _full credit. Desmond 
Dickinson's lensing is excellent: 


Settings, though limited, are effec- 
/tve. and cutting is always imag- 
inative, Myro. 





| Paid in Full 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
| _ Paromount release of Hal Wailis pro- 


| duction. rt Cummings. Liza- 
th » Diana Lynn; features Eve 
_ Arden. Directed Dieterie. 


by William 
Screenplay, Robert Blees, Charles Schnee; 
from story by Dr. Frederic M. Loomis; 
camera, Leo Tover; editor. Warren Low. 


Tradeshown Dec. 15, *49. Running time, 


‘in which the escapee redmen set 98 MI 


'a trap for the gringos and slay 
most of ‘em, whereupon Taylor 


|}and the reserves move in for the T 


| mopup. 

Cast toppers Taylor, Hodiak and 
Miss Dahl shape up as an intrigu- 
ing triangle. Don Taylor is par- 
ticularly outstanding in the sec- 
ondary romance. Miss Hagen is 
a welcome newcomer to Leo’s lair. 
Stevens’ portrayal of the Indian 


ehieftain who won't stay on his | 
Mrs. 


the supporting 
ere are also some 


|solid thesping jobs by McIntire, 
Leon Ames and Pat Moriarity. 


On the technical end, Harold 


reservation tops 
contributions. Th 


| Lipstein’s photography is one of 


'the year’s best in that line. His. 
‘outdoor stuff is nothing short of 
breathtaking, whether his cameras _ 


are focussed on the elegant loca- 


or sweep through the exciting 
chase sequences. 
Kopp’s galumphing score are plus 
factors also. e. 


The Rocking Horse 
Winner 
(BRITISH) 


London, Dec. 15. 
GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-John 
Mills production. Stars Valerie Hobson, 
| John Howard Davies; features Ronald 
| Squire, Mills and Hugh Sinclair. Based 
| - —s . by ~ H. } a ae Screen- 
ya rection, nthony Pelissier. 
Dickinson; 


. ; editor, John 
eeeurne. At eg “ino Dec. 14, 
Hester Grahame... 








Foul Grahame iil gehn Howard eee 
a ona uire 

|" te plete eee " John. Mills 

|Mr. Tsaldouris.......... Charles 
peerereerrree Susan’ Richards 





There has rarely been a more 
| faithful adaptation of an original 


tionings chosen by Deutsch & Co. | 


ood’s direction, | 
Ben Lewis’ editing and Rudolph | 


NS. 

Bill Prentice ........ Robert Cummings 
Jane Langley ......... Lizabeth Scott 
Nancy La iste bebe oe os Diana Lynn 
ommy Thompson.......... Eve Arden 
Dr. F ER ; Ray Collins 
SPEEA Te TY ee Frank McHugh 
P+ MEER. wwcoccscees Stanley Ridges 
PR ~«baeectana a Louis Jean Heydt 
th MEL ««Stheabbooes John Bromfield 
Miss Williams............ Kristine Miller 
Tina Rial Laura Elliot 
ns «4.6 edeiiedhs de i Ida Moore 
Charlie Malloy.......... James Nolan 
Bunny Howard.......... Rolland Morris 
Miss Ames ee Geraldine Wall 
Joanne cb 060 0ee Laura Lee Michel 
Joanne’s Mother........ Margaret Field 
netics © . Jane Novak 





a 


“Paid in Full” packs a dramatic 
wallop for femme audiences par- 
_ticularly and, correspondingly, 
should do solid business at boxof- 
fice. Film enjoys high exploitation 

tential which can _— direct- 
y to distaff public. ‘s subject of 
two sisters, one reared by the 
other, and consequences of mar- 
riage of cone, has been tastefully 


(Continued on page 18) 
————_———— 


The Hidden Room 


“The Hidden Room” ‘ Rank), 
which was tradeshown in New 
York yesterday ‘Tues.). was 
reviewed in Variety from 
London, Aug. 17, 1949, under 
its original title, “Obsession.” 
Reviewer Myro opined picture 
has “powerful suspense” and 
“should score on dual bills in 
America.” Yarn deals with 
a doctor’s attempt to do away 
with his wife’s “lover via the 
“perfect murder. Pic is based 
on Alec Coppel’s play, “A Man 
About a Dog,” which had a 
short run in London earlier 
this year. Cast is headed by 
Robert Newton and ly 
Gray. Pic is being released 
in the U. S. by Eagle Lion. 























_ = 


a | 


— Soe « 

















ry 


Wednesday, December 21, 1949 





Anomaly on Bergman’s ‘Joan’ Is Its 


Boff B.0. in O’seas Religious Areas 





W. r-Ingrid + 
While the Walter _—, atl 


rgman_ production, 
Arc,” is sputtering at U. S. box- 
offices, it appears certain to be one 
of the to} pix of all times 
in the international market. It is | 
surpassing Samuel Goldwyn’s | 
“Best Years of Our Lives in most | 
engagements, and is a definite | 
threat to the record now believed | 
heid by Davia ©. Selnick’s Gone | 
‘ith the Wind.” 
yg Bohne biz is being scored | 
in Catholic countries particularly, 
pecause of the religious nature of 
the film. One of the surprises to 
RKO, the distribs, however, is the 
difference in critical reaction 
abroad from that in this country. 
Here it was all mediocre or worse. 
while most foreign newspaper and 
mag reviewers are airing out their 
superlatives in appraising it. 

Only foreign countries where the 
pic definitely did very poor busi- 
ness were Denmark and Sweden. 
In England it was fair. Failure to 
rack up really tremendous grosses 
in Britain will probably prevent 
“Joan” from cracking “GWTW’'s 
overseas record. 

Although the recent publicity on 
the romance of Miss Bergman and 
Roberto Rossellini is felt by RKO 
to have definitely hit the film’s 
U. S. buxoffice draw, there's no 
fear of that abroad. As a top RKO 
foreign department exec explained 
last week: “The Bergman-Rosselli- 
ni stories won't hurt us a bit. They 
understand that kind of thing in 
foreign countries.” 

Appraisal of the film’s drawing 
power overseas is best seen in com- 
parison with grosses of other pix, 
particularly “Best Years” because 
of its great grossing power and 
“Beils of St. Mary” because it also 
has strong religious undertones. 
Incidentally, “Joan” currently has 
earned about $2,500,000 in rentals 
in the U. S. and Canada on approx- 
imately 2.500 engagements. “Best 
Years,” when it has the same num- 
ber of dates, had in $6,500,000. 

On the other hand, “Joan” did 
199,500 pesos at the Alameda the- 
atre, Mexico City, compared with 
“Best Years” 160,000. Getting in 
one more performance daily be- 
cause they were shorter than 
either “Joan” or “Years” were 

(Continued on page 16) 


DISNEY DALLYING IN 
DAL! BALLET PIC IDEA 


Salvador Dali arrives in New 
York today (Wednesday) to collab- 
orate with Walt Disney on the 
production of a ballet film for 
which the famed surrealist artist 
has written the scenario. At least 
that is what Dali told newsmen 
before boarding the S.S. America 
in Le Havre last week. 

Disney's headquarters in New 
York said yesterday that they were 
cordial to Dali's idea, but that 
they had just never heard of it. 
Dali. however, worked at the 
Disney studios on the Coast for 
a short time about three years ago 
He did a series of drawings on a 
project called “Destino” concern- 
ing which nothing further has 
been heard recently. 


Better Terms Shift 
‘Rapture’ from UA to FC 


Better terms and a promise to 
get the picture into release more 
speedily caused a switch last week 
on distribution of “Rapture” from 
United Artists to Film Classics. 
Pic was made in Italy by Robert 
Goelet, Jr.. John Shepridge and 
David Pelham. 

Deal was virtually set with UA 
when Goelet, Jr.. and Sr., who 
financed the production, decided 
to take the offer made by FC 
topper Joseph Bernhard. It called 
for the same 35% domestic fee 
asked by UA, but was figured 
better on foreign terms. Since FC 
does not have its own distribution 
abroad, Goelets will pay 15% to 
FC for making direct sales deals. 
Same would have applied where 
UA made directs sales, but fee 
would have been 50° in England 
and elsewhere that UA maintains 
its own offices. 

In addiiion, Bernhard promised 
to get the picture inte release 
Within 60 days, while UA, surfeited 
With product, would make no com- 
mitment before the end of March | 
or beginning of April, 








20th’s Royall Mouthpiece 
Washington, Dec. 20. 
Twentieth - Fox's penchant 
for erstwhile cabinet members 
and other Government officials 
is again apparent in current 
dickerings for a settlement of 
the anti-trust action. Company 
has retained Kenneth C. | 
Royall, former Secretary of | 
the Army, to represent it in | 
the give-and-take with the 
Dept. of Justice. Royall is a 
member of the lawfirm of 
Dwight, Harris, Koegel & | 
Caskey, which acts as general | 
counsel for 20th. | 
Royall replaces James F. | 
Byrnes, former Secretary of 
State, in the negotiations. 
Since Byrnes attacked the ad- | 
ministration, he is a persona | 
non grata with officials. Twen- | 
tieth also had the late Robert | 
E. Hannegan, former Post- | 
master General, on its board 
until his recent death. 


Par SetsUpNew 
1o-Area Bidding — 
System for Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Chi Paramount exchange last 
week devised a new system of dis- 
tribution for this area after Jan. i, 
when divorcement from its theatre 
affiliates takes place. Bypassing its 
wholly-owned (until now) circuit, 
Balaban & Katz, the new setup con- 
sists of 16 districts for Chicago, 
Hammond, Gary and the downtown 
area. 

In each section, outside of the 
Loop, first subseqfent-runs will be 
chosen through a bidding process, 
with all theatres in that geographi- 
cal location getting a fling at bid- 
ding. Second and later runs will 
be set by negotiation. First-runs, 
with two exceptions (the Piceadil- 
ly, which won a settlement with 
the company two years back, and 
the Jackson Park, fomenter of the 
many court actions) will be on an 
exclusive basis. In several situa- 
tions, where competitive bidding 
already takes place in secondary 
and tard.cr showings, the practice 
will be continued. 

In the Loop 13 houses are en- 
titled to bid. This leaves the Orien- 
tal, Essaness showcase, free to bat- 
tle with the Chicago, B&K lead- 
house, which has had its choice of 
top Paramount product for many 
years. While the Oriental has had 
first crack at all except RKO, Par 

(Continued on page 47) 
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| that it will be withdrawn, in ac- 


‘much more importantly. 





es 
| RKO In Middle 
Continued from page 3 


best and the new development, it 
is thought, may prove the final 
straw at the moment. Howevef, 
the pic has pretty much played off 
its upped admission engagements 
on advanced release and it is likely 





cordance with plans made some 





time ago, to be held for regular 
distribution next fall. 


Since “Stromboli” was made dur- 
ing the heat of the Bergman-Rossel- 
lini romance and figures directly 
in it, RKO execs had opined up tc 
last week that the great public in- 
terest is the Swedish star's per- 
sonal affairs would be translated | 
into boxoffice moolah. They're 
questioning now, however, whether | 
the whole thing hasn't gone too 
far. Efforts by the star and direc- 
tor last week to cop a plea on the 
basis that Miss Bergman's husband, 
Dr. Peter Lindstrom, wouldn't | 
grant her a divorce, won't carry 
much sympathetic weight, RKO | 
execs conclude in a rough sound- 
ing out of public opinion. 

It is for that reason, that they | 
were hoping that Miss B. would 


ideny the story originally broken 


by Loueila O. Parsons. Her re- 
fusal and that of Rossellini to say 
yes or no sent the RKOites for an 
aspirin. 

A secondary disturbing factor— 
if the rumors are correct and the 
b.o. is resultantly hit—is that the 
pic promises to be topnotch artis- 
tically. Reports from Rome, where 
the Italian version has been shown 
to numerous critics, are that Miss 
Bergman gives the best perform- 
ance of her life. Equally optimis- 
tic word has seeped from the RKO 
studios in Hollywood, where work 
is being rushed on dubbing voices | 
of Italian-speaking actors into Eng- 
This is being done to beat | 
“Volcano,” which was similarly 
made on an island off of Sicily by 
William Dieterle with Anna 
Magnani starred. Miss Magnani is 
a previous Rossellini romantic at- 
tachment. 

An amusing side-angle of last 
week’s excitement over the affair 
in the press was the New York 
Times’ “scoop” in getting an ex- 
clusive interview with Miss Berg- 
man and Rossellini in the former's 
apartment in Rome. While the 
Hearst papers and other reps of the 
more flamboyant U. S. press were 
virtually going out of their minds 
in efforts to get the pair to talk, 
Rossellini had a friend phone 
Camille M. Cianfarra, the Times’ 
Rome correspondent, and set up 
the date. 

The Times played the story ac- 
cording to form—on page 32 with 
a relatively minor head: “Berg- 
man Nuptials Wait on Divorce.” 
What had newsmen amused was 
that the afternoon papers, which 
rewrote the Times or used press 
association rewrites, all played it 
Most of 
them gave it major heads in the 
front of the paper and used pic- | 
tures. 
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Par's 2506 ‘Samson’ Campaign ce 
Keys Fate of High-Price Bally 


-* All other major companies have 
their eyes on Paramount this week 
in connection with the heavy pub- 
licity and advertising expenditures 
made by the company to launch 
“Samson and Delilah.” If the 
Cecil B. DeMille Technicolor epic 
opens big and maintains its pace, 


‘Samson’s’ $1.80 Top 
Both the Paramount aud 
Rivoli, N. Y., will get $1.80 
top Saturdays and Sundays on 
“Samson and Delilah” and 
higher scale all along the line. 
Charge for Cecil B. DeMille’s 
opus is $1.50 for single per- 





formance tonight (Wed.) at coffers are expected to be un- 
preem in two houses, which is | satehed by other distribs for heavy .. 
the high night price for week- j|ad-pub eXpenditures on _ their 


major product. If the film fails 
to come up to expectations, how- 
ever, strings on grouch bags will 
|}undoubtedly be pulled a_ bit 
tighter. 

| Par reportedly has spent a total 
lof about $250,000 to date. This in- 
|cludes national publicity and ex- 
ploitation (no national ads” have 
| broken yet), tradepaper advertis- 
ing, and publicity and advertising 
for the New York run. Pic preems 
tonight (Wednesday) at the Para- 
‘mount and Rivoli on Broadway. 

| Paramount’s campaign has un- 
| doubtedly been one of the most 
| extensive and expensive ever seen 
|in the industry. It got under way 
on a large scale last September 
and has picked up steam continu- 
ously since then, leading up to 


B’ Wi tonight’s preem. 
Way to Itness » - Son he Gee aoe 
has been concentrated in New 
Some Real Bally 
. . 
With New Top Pix 


York. National publicity has con- 
sisted of a tour by Henry Wilcoxon, 

Major film companies will toss 
their heaviest one-two punch in 


who appears in the picture, and 
that “return to oldtime showman- 


days. 

This means that the Para- 
mount will break way from its 
55c opening-to-1 p.m. scale for 
the first time since inaugu- 
rated about three years ago. 
Par and Rivoli will charge 
90c from opening until 1 p.m. 
weekdays and $1.25 from then 
until 6 o'clock. The two thea- 
tres will get $1.50 from 6 p.m. 
until closing for same days. 
Saturdays: follow same range 
excepting the $1.25 price stays 
only until 3 p.m., with $1.50 
from then until 6 o'clock, and 
$1.80 from 6 p.m. until close. 
Sunday scale starts at $1.25 
going to $1.50 at 1 o'clock and 
$1.80 at 3 p.m. 














currently of a tour by Richard 
Condon and Frank Braden long in 
advance of openings. DeMille, 
duping a stay in New York, was 
also subjected to interviewing by 
out-of-town papers and syndicates. 
Entire expenditures for the two 
- tours and DeMille’s visit is esti- 
ship” campaign tonight (Wed.) and. , 

ceanenseer "vin special New York motes & ahem 950,000. ; 
preems for Paramount's “Samson , Clampdown on expenditure of 
and Delilah” and 20th-Fox’s heavy moolah for publicity and ex- 
“Prince of Foxes.” Two films top Ploitation, which started when the 
a list of 14 opening in N. Y. this 5-0. began to sink a couple years 
week and on Christmas Day. a has -_ — to ety re 
“Foxes” preem is scheduled for ©°™* Montns. =) os 
tomorrow night at the Broadway | ?@!gn ts the greatest test to date 
Roxy, proceeds to United Hospital of the new freedom with coin and 
ne for that reason is getting the close 


aki ar si he = 
—. _ Sa — 0.0. of studio and distribution top- 
Seout band ond 6 nesses’ choir pers for all companies. Its success 


in making the DeMille pic an out-~- 
standing grosser will largely color 
their own future decisions. 


EYE AIRCONDITIONING 
IN RE WATER CRISIS 


Unless New York's water crisis 
takes a sharp turn for the worse 
in the next six months, all Broad- 

“Samson” will have a dual way film and legit theatres will 
preem at both the Paramount and operate with normal aircondition- 
Rivoli theatres tonight, with activ-| ing next summer. Although air- 
ities being covered by the Mutual cooling generally consumes plenty 


|of water, theatre systems are 
(Continued on page 47) equipped with recirculating de- 


of 200 voices, who will sing Christ- 
mas carols. Celebs are to be inter- 
viewed in the lobby by Martin 
Starr, film commentator for WINS, 
N. Y. indie radio outlet, for the 
newsreels and radio. Group from 
the Italian Folk Society will sing 
inside the theatre. Preem com- 
mittee is chairmanned by Mrs. 
Charles M. Reagan, wife of the 
Metro assistant general sales man- 
ager. 














OUT SOON! 


‘vices required by a five-year old 
municipal ordinance. 


Sinking water reserves, however, 
may force local authorities to ban 
the use of aircondiiioning in both 
theatrical and industrial establish- 
ments. Film processing labora- 
tories in the metropolitan area will 
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also be affected by any rationing 
system and are currently taking 
steps to cut back the use of water 
through voluntary measures. 


Super-Sales Par Cabinet 
Includes Balaban, Zukor 


Indicating Barney Balaban’s 
increasing participation in the 
sales policies of Paramount's post- 
divorcement era, Par’s prez has 
created an informal super - sales 
cabinet to pass on all early book- 
‘ings of “Samson and Delilah.” 
Balaban, Adolph Zukor, board 
chairman; and Paul Rajbourn, vee- 
pee and persona! aide to Balaban, 
are glimming the early “Samson” 
dates and terms along with Alfred 
W. Schwalberg, distribution vee- 
pee. Cabinet is meeting regularly 
to pass on the bookings. 

Balaban is also giving his per- 
sonal attention to a giant-co-op 
advertising campaign planned by 
Max E. Youngstein, national ad- 
pub director. Par’s prez is study- 
ing a proposal that the company 
expend $490.000 in 110 key cities. 
Besides the ad outlay, Par will be 

# paying approximately $5.000 week- 
4 ly for 25 additional field exploi- 
—ieienmnnniaeeey teers currently being hired. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


New Fare Little Help to L.A. But 


‘Heart’ Healthy $33,000; Profession 


Slicht 206; Foxes’ Fast 436 in 2d 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. * 
It is a case of marking time un- 
til the holidays arrive for local 
firstruns, two new bills failing to) 
help much currently. However, two 
hoiduvers continue t6 picase. 
“Hasty Heart” looks average 
$33,000 in three Warner houses. | 
“Dangerous Professiofi’ is only | 
$20,000 in two theatres. “Farewell | 
to Arms” and “Hatchet Man,” pair 


a ANN YR AE ANA <r 
of oldies, looms slim $14,000 in five P 
spots. 
“Prince of Foxes,” in second ses- D S on 
sion, five sites, shapes pleasing ® 
‘Grant’ NG $8,000 
ral , 


$43,000, while “Battleground” is | 
landing bangup $25,060 in third | 
frame, two locations. Everything | 

Bevery Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, | Indianapolis, Dec. 20. 
Hollywood Music Halls (‘Prin-Cor) Film biz here is down in the val- 
(834: 902: 1,106: 512; 55-$1)—“‘Home ley again this week. Exhibs say 


else is barely so-so or worse. 

Estimates for This Week 
of Brave” (UA) and “Champion” pre-holiday slump is tougher than 
been since 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ihis Weék 345i;206 
(Based on 17 theatres) 
Last Year $474,000 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 











(UA) (2d wk). Thin $9,000. Last it’s pre-war years. 
week, $11,000. “Fighting Man,” at Indiana, is tops 
Chinese, Los Angeles, Loyola, under current low ceiling. “Grant 


Up.own, Wilshire (FWC) (2,048; 2,- Takes Richmond,” at Loew’s, and 
O97: 1.248: 1.719: 2.296: 60-$1)— “Holiday Inn,” at Circle, are way 
“Prince Foxes” (20th) and “The off. 
Threat” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice $43,- 
000. Last week, below hopes at Cirele ‘Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 
$63,200, but strong. 44-65)—“‘Holiday Inn” (Par) and 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern ‘Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues). Slug- 
(WB) (1.757: 2.756; 2,344; 60-$1)— gish $7,000. Last week, “Thieves’ 
“Hasty Heart” (WB). Average $33,- Highway” (20th) and “Gal Took 
000. Last week, “Seabiscuit” (WB), | West” (U), $8,500. 
$22,200. | Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- “Fighting Man” (20th) and “Storm 
404: 1.538: 6@-$1)—‘“Battleground” in Teacup” (Indie). Moderate $10,- 
(M-G) (3d wk). Bangup $25,000. 000. Last week, “Bride for Sale” 
Last week, $33,200. (RKO) and “Tough Assignment” 
Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2,- (Indie), $9,000. 
812; 2,890; 50-$1)—*‘Dangerous Pro- Loew’s (‘G-D) (2,427; 44-65)— 
fession” (RKO) and “Bodyhold” “Grant Takes Richmond” and 
(Col). Slim $20,000. Last week, “Reckless Moment” (Col). Dull $8,- 
“Tell To Judge” (Col) and “Mary 000. Last week, “Doctor and Girl” 
Ryan, Detective” (Col), $27,000. (M-G) and “Rusty’s’ Birthday” 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- ‘Col), $9,000. 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 50-$1)', Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
—‘Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) and “Song Zamba” (EL) and “Black Shad- 


Surrende pe (P. r) (2d wk). Dull ows” (EL). Thin $4,000. Last week, 
$13,000. =. com $20,800. “Black Book” (EL) and “Home San 


Estimates for This Week 


United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, Antone” (Col), $3,500 in 6 days. hid 





Mt ge (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
370; 880; 5; 1,145; 60-$1)— 

“Farewell to Arms” (WB) and Xmas Shoppers Bolster 
“Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues). | " 

Dim $14,000. Last week, “Port Pitt ‘Honor’ $7 500 
New York” (EL) and “Riders in| ’ ’ ’ 
Sky” (Col) (8 days), $16,000. 
* Orpheum (‘(D’town) (2,210; 50-' 
95)—“Black Midnight” (Mono) (2d) 


) Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 
| lly S-, "$17,000. Last bang Rush of Xmas shopping crowds 


“Masked Raiders” (RKO) (2d run) | Oddly enough is bringing a slight 


and eight-act vaude bill, $17,700. | 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- | C@ding fortnight. 


Gal’ Fairly Forte in 
Mols., $9,000; ‘Grant’ 106 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 
Week before Chrisimas, sea- 
n’s worst, is living up to usual 
rm here. Cold and snow, too, 


‘Two Jima’ Wow $42,000 Lone Bright 
Spot in Frisco; ‘Baby Sluggish 96 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 





o 
are helping to give trade an even ; 1 


worse beating. Outstanding new-— 
comer is “Gal Who Took West,” 
fairly good at State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Radio City (Par) ‘4,000; 50-70)— | 
“Grant Takes Richmond” (Col). | 
Slow $10,000 is about all. Last) 
week, “Tell To Judge” (Col), 
$11,000. - 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,300; 50-) ~~ 
70)—“That’s My Baby” ‘U). Light | 





Key City Grosses. 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,923,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 196 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in 
clu ling N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week = =" 
Last Year $2,112,000 





Despite rain and cold, “Sands of 
Iwo Jima” is soaring to sock $42,- 
/000 or near, which is biggest week 
j}house has had this year. It was 
\backed by a big all-out exploita- 
ition, biz being comparable with 
i“*Red Witch” trade though that film 
opened New Year's. Pic is only 
bright spot in city, with holdovers 

i baw row trsds. 

“Baby Makes Three” is drab at 
Orpheum while second stanza of 


ene Anine ware ot , 
TAR Maar e an Ab b> = = 


| “Tension” 


‘Intruder’ Okay $13,000 **5p° 


500. 
Shubert (RKQ) (2,100; 55-75)—_| “Big Wheel” (UA) (2d wk). 
| 


Last week, “Pinky” (20th), fourth | 


pick-up in biz this week over pre-| downtown week, ditto. 
“Intruder In! 


$8,000. Last week, “Tokyo Joe” 
(Col), 10600. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Gal 
Took West” (U). Well-liked picture 
copping fairly good $9,000. Last 
week, “Doctor and Girl” (M-G), 


$8,500. : 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70) — 
“The Wench” (Indie). French film 
sold as daring sex stuff and okay 
$2,500 is resulting. Last week. 
“Bride For Sale” (RKO) (2d wk), 


$2,000. 


Cincy's Pre-Xmas 
Blues; ‘Tension 86 


Cincinnati, Dec. 





Pre-Xmas round is bluest in re- | 


cent years for downtown houses, 
each having only four-figure biz. 
Brightest of the four is “Tension” 
at Albee, matched by second 
week of “Adam’s Rib” at Capitol. 
Other new bills shape very slow. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
(M-G). Weak $8,000. 
Last week, “Without Honor” (UA), 


same. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000;. 55-75)— 
“Adam’s Rib” ‘(M-G) 
Pleasing $8,000 in wake of solid 
$13,000 opener. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Abandoned” (U). 
Last week, “Forsyte 
(M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 


Monday (19). 
Palace (RKO) 
“Late for Tears” (UA) and “Im- 


“Dangerous Profession” 


'“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Eve” (Par) (reissues). So-so $4,000. 








50)—"“Hei ” ithe Dust” is giving Penn smal!!, ? 
$1.50)—“Heiress” (Par) (oth wk). |shot in arm and slick campaign for | DANUBE FAST $18,000, 


ve ae we “Oe Se “Without Honor” at Fulton seems 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (4th wk). Near ‘® be paying off fairly well. 
$3,500. Last week, down to $4,000. | Estintates For This Week 
Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 60-85) |... Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 45-80) — 
— "Intruder in Dust” (M-G) (6th Without Honor” (UA). Manage- 
wk). Just $800 in 3 days. 
week, $1,600. Being held on forced- | = a ght now. Last week 
run until UA takeover and Christ- | «ty, dertow” (U), $7,000. iam 


Heat ns of RKO's “My Foolish) “Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — 


Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— , Story Molly x (U). Meek $6,000. 

7Springtime” (indie) and “Tempta- Lap week, Free For All (U), 

on Harbor” (Mono). Okay $2,500. : ” » 

Lae Uses geapomaney es Od) Fie dare a ae, ae 

om ae tone" feaee oF helping to fairly 

° ° | goo . or near. Last week, 

Mary Martin to Hit ‘Road’ | “Tension” (M-G) and “Challenge 
* Hollywood, Dec. 20. | of Lassie” (M-G), $7,000. 

A new “Road” picture is in the | aqoeanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80) — 
talking stage at Paramount with PR» 4 = (Par) and “Lady 
the studio eyeing Mary Martin for | hit -y hn "39.000 — ~ 
the femme lead opposite Bob Hope “Big Wheel” (U A) $8 on” wae 
—S . in- | .,Warmer (WB) (2,000; 45-80) — 

ee Canteen numerous in- | “Tall In Saddle” (RKO) and “Tar- 
quiries concerning availability of |2an Triumphs” (RKO) (reissues) 
the actress who still has a deal | Oldies doing fine at $6,500. Last 
with the studio calling for seven | week, “Black Book” (EL) and “Big 


pictures. Cat” (EL), $5,000 











Subseription Order Form 


Enclosed find check for $........ 


Please Send VARIETY for One Year 
Two Years 


To *+teeeeeveeeeeee suns Ce 6 6 6.86 6a & 
(Please Print Name) 


Street . 


City TWETTITILITTTTiTii?.0UlU ee State. ....0¢ 


Regular Subscription Rates 
One Year—$10.00 Two Years—$18.00 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year 


Inc. 


Last | ment and distributor gave this one | this week with reissues o 
* ob and the $7,500 is of Oz” and “Holiday Inn” attract- 


| wk). 


MONT’L; ‘TOKYO’ 166, 


Montreal, Dec. 20. 
Biz in all houses is a good 
“Wizard 


ing holiday trade. Pacing field is 
| “Red Danube” with sock session ut 
Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
|“Red Danube” (M-G). Sock $18,- 
000. Last week, “Beautiful Doll” 
| (20th), $11,000. 
| Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue). 
|Great $15,000. Last week, “Grant 
| Takes Richmond” (Col), $10,000. 
| Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60 
|“Saints and Sinners” (Indie). Very 
slow $6,000, and major a3 
ment. Last week, “Soft Touch” 
(Col), $14,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
'“Tokyo Joe” (Col). Smash $16,- 
000. Last week, “Reckless Mo- 
/ment” (Col), $5,500. 
| [Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 
|“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Eve” (Par) (reissues). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, “Border Incident” 
_(M-G) and “Blondie’s Hero” (M-G), 
$7,000. 


Denver Dives; ‘Columbus’ 
Dim $8,000; ‘Biscuit’ 136 


Denver, Dec. 20. 
Christmas shopping is the win- 
ner in the battle against the box- 
office here this session, with only 
two theatres going above average. 
“Dangerous Profession” is doin 
as well as any new eatry with mil 
takings in six days. Both “Seabis- 
cuit” and “Christopher Columbus” 
+ Ae off, latter being especially 
, dull, 


Estimates for This Week 
__ Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
_74)—"Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (4th 
Mild $4,000. Last week, 





, 





$6,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 


LL le a 


ed’ 


i 


| 


i 


(2d wk). | 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
ee oe , 99)—“Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (5th 


“Black Book” (EL). Drab $5,000. | 
“Free For All” (U) supplanted on | 99)—“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (5th wk). 
| Nice $9,000. Last week, $12,000. 


(2,600; 55-75)— | 


| + . Yellow Ribbon” 
F 1? okay $10,300. 
a alr Fox (FWC) (4,651; 


| its height, the “big slough” 








(Based on 23 cities and 219 
theatres. ) 


Philly Way Off 


“Leave Them Laughing” is very 

mild at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60- 
85)—"‘Farewell to Arms” (WB) and 
“Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues). 
Fair $11,000. Last week, “Wore 
(RKO) (3d wk), 








60-95) —- 
‘Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep) and “Belle 
Old Mexico” (Rep). Smash $42,000 
7 al s : , t or near, record here for the year. 
With annual shopping a © Last week. “Tension” (M-G) and 
In addi-‘ “Change of Heart” (Rep), fair $11,- 


Philadelphia. Dec. 20. 


film houses is on here. 

tion, there are few new pix around. 500. 

“The Threat” is mild at Earie but Warfield (Loew's) (2.656: 60-85) 

as good as almost any entry in- —‘Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (3d wk). 

cluding the numerous holdovers. Down to $8,000. Last week, oke 

“Pinky,” in third week at Fox, still $11,000. 

is strongest pic current. Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85:;— 
Estimates for This Week “Leave Them Laughing” (WB) and 

Aldine (WB) (1.303: 60-$1.25)— “Green Finger’ (Indie) (2d wk). 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (12th Off to $11,000. Last week, fine 
wk). Down to okay $8,000. Last $18,500. 
week, $9,000. St-Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 

Boyd (WB) (2.260; 50-99)—“Bag- “Heiress” (Par) (4th wk). Okay $9.- 
dad” (U) (3d wk). Mild $10,000. 000. Last week, held at $12,000. 
Last week, nice $14,000. Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 

‘Earle (WB) (2.700: 50-99)—— 85)—“Baby Makes Three” (Col) 
“Threat” (RKO) and “Dalton Gang” and “Feudin’ Rhythm” (Col). Drab 
(Indie). Fair $12,000. Last week, $9,000. Last week, “Free For All” 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady ‘(U) and “Abandoned” (‘U), fine 
Eve” (Par) (reissues), $13,000. $14,000. 

Fox (20th) (2.260; 50-99)— United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
“Pinky” (20th) (3d wk). Still go- 55-85)—‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
ing strong at $19,000 after neat ‘8th wk). Down to $4,000 or near. 
$27,000 second round. , Last week, solid $7,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
3 Pye gy “Red Shoes” 
wk). Sl 7,500. (EL) (30th wk). About $4,000. Last 
9000.” Te (Laat week, | week, big $4,200. 

Karlton Clay (‘(Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (13th wk). Off to 
| $2,000. Last week, solid $2,300. 
Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Crime 


(Goldman) (1,000; 50- 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)— 


“Intruder in Dust” (M-G) (2d wk). “Scoundrel” (Par) and 


pact” (U). Slow $7,500. Last week, | Slipped to $13,000 after light $20, Without Passion” (Par) (reissues) 
(RKO), | 000 opener. 


(2d wk). Good $2,200. Last week, 


about same. 


Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-99)— 


Slow 
$10,000. st w . 000. ° 
"Stanton (we) 1475; s0.00— Pre-Yuletide Bops Buff; 
che an and “Fare- HW ) ’ 
onor’ 116, ‘For All’ 8G 


well to Arms” (WB) (reissues). 
Weak $7,500. Last week, “Trapped” 
Buffalo, Dec. 20. 
It is sad news this week al! over. 


(EL), $8,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— | ,, i 5 
“Falien Idol” (SRO) (5th wk). Nice | Tension” and “Dangerous Profes- 
$8,000. Last week, $9,000. sion” look best, but neither are 


Balto Blah Pre-Holiday: Estimates for This Week 


Buffale (Loew's) (3.500; 40-70)— 
m1. ? | sion” (M-G). Slow $11,000. Last 
Chinatowa -Spook Show week, “Lost Boundaries” (FC) and 











“Without Honor” (UA) and “Ten- 
_“Satan’s Cradle” (U), ditto. 


126, ‘Incident’ $8,000) ., Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70— 


- “Lady Eve” (Par) and “Holiday 
Baltimore, Dec. 20. Inn” (Par) (reissues). Mild $9,500. 
Pre-holiday dearth of trade is | Last week, “Fighting Man” (20th), 
— felt = Cree Coanaeee sec- | $13,000. 
or here wi ineup of revivals | » .70)— 
and stretched-out runs being used ae by aw 7. 
Bk. Ea it ‘and “Beau Geste” (Par) (reissues) 
. er Incident,” 7 ao 
; | Okay $8,500. Last week, “Leave 


making a real try at Loew's Cen- | ” 
tury while “Chinatown at Mid- | Them Laughing” (WB) (m.o.), good 


night,” spliced to Dr. Neff's Spook | 58:000. 
Show,.is mild at the combo Hippo. |__Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
drome. soe ye - _ 
Esti | Lagoon” . Dra ,00 or less. 
Century pote hho oom 20- | =. —_ —_ Reens), 
60) — “Border Incident (M-G). | $3500 Barbary rate (Mono), 
response a 000. Last " Century 20th Cent.) (3,000; 
week, “Tension” (M-G), $8,300. | 40-70) — “Dan erous Profession” 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; (RKO) and “Feathered Serpent” 
20-80)— Chinatown at Midnight” |(Mono). Barely okay_ $9,000 or 
(Col) plus Dr. Neff's Spook Show. near. Last week, “The Threat” 








Inching out $12,000, slow. Last | (RKO d 
week, “Red Stallion Rockies” (EL) | sn nnet $18:000- 
out, resounding $16,400. ‘Dei? ° 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- Rib Trim 106, Toronto 
tomorrow (Wed.) after secon Despite holiday shopping busi- 
week of “Holiday Inn” (Par) (re- | ness at several major spots fs hold- 
«Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — time of year. “White Heat,” in 
‘White Savage” (20th) (reissue). second stanza, is pacing field. 


and “Grand Ole Opry” stage lay- 

60)—“Great Lover” (Par). Opening |. Toronto, Dec. 20..- 
issue) held up fairly well at $6,200. ,ing up surprisingly well for this 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after “Holiday Inn” and “Lady Eve" 


|“Darling Clementine” (20th) (re- combo is dong nicely at two houses. 
issue) hit mild $3,900. ' 


~ | oaws Rib” shapes good in one 
ew (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | Mouse. 
“Pinky” (20th) (5th wk). Obviously Estimates for This Week 

stretching to get fifth round, with | Capitel, Noftown, Shea’s (FP) 
Prince of Foxes” (20th) under- (1,079; 959; 2,386; 40-70)—‘Small 
lined for Christmas Day opening. Voice” (EL) and “Arctic Fury” 
Fourth hit $6,000, making allright ‘RKO). Sad $8,000. Last week, 
$28,000 for run. “Soft Touch” (Col), so-so $12,000. 
2 (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—! Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
“Farewell to Arms” (WB) and | State (20th) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 
Hatchet Man” (reissues). | 35-60)—“Without Honor” (UA) and 


Mild $7,000. Last week, “Blue | “Arson, Inc.” (I ; ,000. 
Lagoon” (U), $7,600. cB i Toe ae 


(Continued on 
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(hi Biz at Snail’s Pace: Honor Plus 
Stage Only $30,000, ‘Sailor’ Slight 
14G, Capri’ Fair 116, ‘Affair’ 106 





Chicago, Dec. 20. + 


Chi trade continues at . snail's’ 
pace with distributors bringing in 
a flock of reissues but all are doing | 


poorly. Oriental, with “Without 


nd--Iack Gwynne magic. _ 


HrUiGsi ~ ASG 

show. looms pallid $30,000. “Lady 

Takes Sailor” at State-Lake looks 

slight at $14,000. Garrick has “Let-— 
ter of Introduction” and “Hit the 

Ice.” oldies doing dim $5.000 

Grand and the Rialto, also with re- 

issues, are near rock botton. 

Palace seems a bit brighter with 
“Holiday Affair” and “Arctic Fury , 
but disappointing at $10,000. Roose- 
velt hopes for a fairish $11,000 
with “Pirates of Capri. 

“Holiday Inn” and “Lady Eve” 
at United Artists are fairly crisp 
$8.000 in second frame. Chicago is , 
sluggish with $30,000 for “Red, | 
Hot. and Blue” with King Cole 
Trio topping stageshow. ‘Pinky’ 
in fifth frame at Woods is off to 
$14,006. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Red. Hot, Blue” (Par) with King 
Cole Trio (2d wk). Light $30,000 
Last week, oke $42,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Letter of Introduction” (EL) and 
“Hit the Ice” (EL) (reissues). Lean 
$5.000. Last week, “Song to Re- 
member” (Col) and “Awful Truth” 
(Col) (reissues), $6,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Without Reservations” (RKO) and 
“Once Upon Honeymoon” (RKO) 
(reissues). Minor $8,000. Last week, 
“Bagdad” (U) (3d wk), good $8,500. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3.400; 50-98) 
—‘Without Honor” (UA) with 
vaude Looks sluggish $30,000 
Last week, “Anna Lucasta” (Col) 
with Al Morgan heading stage (2d 
wk', $29,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Holiday Affair” (RKO) and “Arctic 
Fury” (RKO). Slim $10,000. Last 
week. “Story Molly X” (U) and 
“Holiday Havana” (Col), same. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Legion Lost Flyers’ (U) and 
“Bombay Clipper” (U) (returnees) 
(2d wk). Meek $6,500. Last week, 

7,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Pirates of Capri” (EL) and “Girl 
in Heart” (Mono). Fairly good 
$11,000. Last week, “Mourning Be- 
comes Electra” (RKO), $9.000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$240 —"“Red Shoes” (EL) (53d 
= Bright $4,500. Last week, $5.- 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
--“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB). 
Slight $14,000. Last week, “Sea- 
biscuit” (WB), $12,000. 

Surf (Balabans) (650; 60-95) — 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (5th wk). 
Slight fall off to neat $3,300. Last 
week, $4,700. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
98'~-“Holiday Inn” (Par) and 
“Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues) (2d 
4 Trim $8,000. Last week, $10,- 


( 

Woods (Essaness) (1.073: 98)— 
“Pinky” (20th) (5th wk). Slipping 
on ote eee. Last week, strong $18.,- 


‘PROFESSION’ NICE IN 
LIGHT OMAHA, $7,000 


: Omaha, Dec. 20. 
_Week before Christmas, tradi- 
tionally slow is living up to its bill- 
ing with slack biz everywhere. Only 
the Orpheum and Brandeis have 
new bills, former being slow with 
,pecret Garden” and “Brimstone.” 
Dangerous Profession” shapes 
nice at Brandeis. “Holiday Inn” 
and “Lady Eve” is fair at Para- 
mount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65\—“Secret Garden” (M-G) and 
Brimstone” (Rep). Skimpy $9.500. 
Last week, “Late for Tears” (UA) 
ston ret Incident” (M-G), oke 


..brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
Dangerous Profession” (RKO) and 
Stagecoach Kid” (RKO). Nice $7.- 
000. Last week, “Reckless Moment” 
‘Col! and “Chinatown at Midnight” 
(Col), $6,800. 
. Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65'— “Holiday Inn” (Par) and 
guandy Eve” (Par) (reissues). Fair 
P2000, Last week, “Beyond 
orest” (WB), good $11,200. 
» State (Goldberg) (865; 13-51)— 
we Ls 4 Apaia" iy ~- 
n 000. Last week. 
Sood, $4,600, , 3 bre ’ 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, {.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take. when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 


The arenthetiec admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
ae the U. S. amusement 
ax. 

















Hope Cheers Up 
St. Loo, $18,000 


St. Louis, Dec. 20. 

Last-minute splurge of Christ- 
mas shopping plus bad weather 
over the weekend will combine to 
slow down turnstile activity at 
most mainstemmers this session. 
Only Bob Hope's “Great Lover’ is 
showing any strength, reaching big 
total at the St. Louis despite slug- 
gish trade elsewhere. “Tension” 
second best, shapes slow at Loew's 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50- 
75) — “Tell To Judge” (Col) and 
Down Memory Lane” (EL) (m.o.). 
Dull $8.500. Last week. “Roseanna 


McCoy” (RKO) and “Leave Them 
“Laughing” (WB) ‘m.o.), $9,000. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75) — 


“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
Light $11,000. Last week. “Beauti- 
ful Doll” 
render” (Par). $13,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Tension” (M-G) and -“Reckless 
Moment” (Col). Slow $11,500. Last 
week, “Lost Boundaries” (FC) and 
“High Fury” (UA), $9,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — 
“Bride For Sale” (RKO) and 
“Quartet” (EL). Okay $9,000. Last 
week. “Tell To Judge” (Col) and 
“Down Memory Lane” (EL), $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Great Lover” (Par) and “Danger- 
ous Profession” (RKO). Big $18,- 
000 for Bob Hope comedy. Last 
week, “Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
‘Sth wk), fine $7,000. 


Hub Xmas Week Slump 
Severe; ‘Intruder’ Tops, 
276, ‘Bagdad’ 136, 2d 


Boston. Dec. 20. 

Traditional Xmas week slump 
has really knocked biz for a loop 
this stanza with most houses mark- 
ing time with holdovers or _reis 
sues. Newcomer, “Intruder in the 
Dust” at State and Orpheum 
shapes best but only fair session 
looms. “Stampede” at Paramount 
and Fenway looks mild. 

Estimates for This Week 





Boston (RKO) (3.200; 40-85)— 
“Farewell to Arms” (WB) and 
“Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues). 


Low $12,000. Last week. ‘“Danger- 
ous Profession” (RKO) and “Dalton 
Gang” (SG). $13,000. ‘ 

Esquire (ATC) (960; 35-95)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (5th wk). 
Dipped to $1,800 after slow $2,200 
for fourth. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Stampede” (Mono) and “Girl in 
My Heart” (Mono). Thin $5,000. 
Last week. “Big Wheel” (UA) and 
“Apactfe Chief” (Indie). $5,300. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 


“Bagdad” (U) (2d wk). Off to 
$13,000 following okay $20,000 
opener. 


Metropolitan (NET) (4.376; 40-85) 
—“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Eve” (Par) (reissues). About 
$12,000 in view. Last week. “Red 
Light” (UA) and “Call of Forest’ 
(Indie), $12,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 


—“Intruders in the Dust” (M-G) 
and “Tension” (M-G). Will lead 
town but only fair $16,000. Last 
week, “Tokyo Joe” (Col) and 
“Mary Martin, Detective” (Col), 
$15,300. 


Paramount (NET) (1.700; 40-85) 
—*Stampede” (Mono) and “Gir! in 
My Heart” (Mono). Mild $10,000. 
Last week, “Big Wheel” (UA) and 
“Apache Chief” (Indie), $10,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85'— 
“Intruder in Dust” M-G) and 
“Tension” (M-G). Fair $11,000 
Last week, “Tokyo Joe” (Col) and 
“Mary Ryan, Detective” (Col), 


i ditto. reoyae 


(20th) and “Song Sur- 
| 


Reissues Slow Seattle; 
‘Incident’ Passable 7',G 


Seattle, Dec. 20. 
It is the usual pre-Christmas 
| week lull here at the boxoffice. 
There is a surplus of holdovers 
/ and reissues, with “Border Inci- 
dent” the only newcomer with 
passable biz outlook. “Adam's 


PRib” looks good in third Fifth 


| Avenue round. 

| __ Estimates for This Week 
Incident” (M-G) and 
“Tough Assignment” (Indie). Okay 


“Border 


$7.500. Last week, “Abandoned” 
‘U) and “Idol of Crowds” (FC), 


$7.200. 


-Safth Avencz (HE) (2,249. 50-94) 
—"Adam’s Rib” (M-G) and “Prison 


Coliseum (H-E) (1,877: 59-84)— 


B'way Sags; ‘Sailor’-Vaude Mild 376, 
-‘Town’-Stageshow Wow $155,000, 2d, 
~‘Totruder’ Slips to 126, Men’ Up to 136 


Business at Broadway first-runs 
is sagging badly this session, the 
traditionally drab week before 


heading stage-show opening Christ- 


| mas Day. 
| 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 59-$1.75) 


Xmas being lived up to with @|_“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) 


vengeance. There are only a few 
scattered exceptions. A stream of 


}new entries due between now and 


Christmas Day, atid tae stieigta 
of the new fare is expected to snap 


| the deluxers out of their doldrums. 


Warden” (Col) (3d wk). Good 
$6,000 after big $9,500 last week. | 
Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 


59-84)—"Tell to Judge” (Col) and 
“Mary Ryan, Detective” (Col) (2d 
wk). Light $5,000 after mild $6,400 
last week. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 59-84)— 
“Scarlet Street” (FC) and “Back 
Street” (FC) (reissues). Very dim 
$3,000. Last week, “Reckless Mo- 
ment” (Col) and “Baby Makes 
Three” (Col), $3,800. 


Lone important newcomer is 
“Lady Takes A _ Sailor,” with 
vaude: it looks very mild $37,000 
at the Strand, but is_ holding. | 
New vaude, with “Undertow,” at | 
Palace is picking up over last 
week but barely okay at $17,000. | 

Outstanding grosser, as it al- 


| ways is year after year in the = 
| Yuletide period, is the Music Hall, | 
| where annual Xmas show and “On 


| 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 59-84)— | 


“Farewell to Arms” (WB) 
“Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues). 
Slow $5.500. Last week, “Leave 
Them Laughing” (WB) and “Mas- 
ter Minds” (Mono) (2d wk), mod- 
erate $5,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-69) 

“Chicago Deadline” (Par) and 
“Song Surrender” (Par) (2d runs) 


plus stage. Slow $4,060. Last 
week, “Gal Took West” (U) and 
“Threat” (RKO) (2d runs) plus 


stage, $4,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 59-84)— 
“Bride for Sale” (RKO) and “Dep- 
uty Marshal” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Slight $5,000 after $7,400 last week. 


Hope Hep $16,000 
In Punchy Port 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 20. 
Reissues and mostly mild prod- 
uct is keeping biz down this week. 
“Great Lover” is the only sturdy 
entry, in two theatres. “Free For 
All” is shaping up good at Broad- 
way. “Molly X” is disappointing 





and | 


the Town” pic is beating the initial 
week in current (2d) frame. Hall 
is headed for smash $155,000 as 
against $150,000 in first week. 
Huge theatre got in five shows last | 





| Saturday (17) to take care of the | 


| crowds. 


Holding through New 


| Year’s, and probably longer. 


Also continuing in sock style is 
“Battleground” at the Astor. Al- 


|though in sixth session, it shapes 


’ 


at United Artists for single feature. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 


—Free For All” (U) and “Aban- | 


doned” (U). Fine $6,500. Last 


week, “Without Honor” (UA) and 
“Great Dan Patch” (UA), good 
$8.500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 
—“Hit The Ice” (U) and “Hold 
That Ghost” (U) (reissues). Good 
$5,000 or near. Last week. “Red 


Light” (UA) and “Grand Canyon” 
(UA), $5,500. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) —- 
“Great Lover” (Par) and “China- 
town at Midnight” (Col), day-date 
with Paramount. Big $6,000 for 
Bob Hope pic. Last week, “Red, 
Hot, Blue” (Par) and “Song Sur- 
render” (Par, $4,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Eve” (Par) (reissues). Mild $5,000 
or near. Last week, “Red, Hot, 
Blue” (Par) and “Song of Sur- 
render” (Par), okay $7,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—‘‘Great Lover” (Par) and “China- 
town Midnight” (Col), also Orien- 
tal. Strong $10,000 or over. Last 
week. “Adventures End" ‘Indie’ 
and “Conflict” (Indie) (reissues), 
$7,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85! — “Story Molly X” (U). 
$4,500. Last week, “Intruders In 
Dust” (M-G), mild $4,500. 





up to great $37,000, hardly any 
change from fifth week. Helped 
by enlarged ad campaign, “All 
King’s Men” climbed to $13,000 
for sixth week at the Victoria, 
ahead of fifth round. Pic is stay- | 
ing on, with opening of “Third 
Man” set back to Jan. 18. 

Double preem of “Samson and 
Delilah” today (Wed.) at the Para- 
mount and the Rivoli, is holding 
maximum attention. Cecil B. 
DeMille opus plays a single per-| 
formance at each house tonight | 
(21), with regular run _ starting | 
tomorrow. Par has Russ Case 
band, Robert Lenn and chorus for 
stageshow. “East Side, West Side” 
opens tomorrow at the State. 

Fourth theatre to bring in fresh 
fare for the holidays is the Roxy, 
which starts regular run _ of 
“Prince of Foxes,” with Vic Da- 
mone topping stageshow, Friday 
(23) after United Hospital Fund 
benefit preem tomorrow night. 
Criterion tees off “Bagdad” also on 
Friday. “Give Us This Day” 
opened its regular run yesterday 
(Tues.) at the Rialto. 


“Pirates of Capri” is being 


| launched next Saturday (24) at the 
| Globe. 
“Adam's Rib,” with Eddy Du- 


chin orch, Tony & Sally De Marco 
and Mitzi Green on stage, opens 
Christmas Day (Sunday) at the 
Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—*“Battleground” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Still holding in remarkable fash- 
ion, with big $37,000 or near it, 
after $38,000 last session. One of 
few houses doing business in face 


of present downbeat. Continues 
indef. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 


Fair | 


i 


Despite Det. Doldrums, ‘Lover’ Great — 


$2.40: — “Red Shoes” (EL) (6lst 
wk’. Continues steadily at $8,500 
after solid $8,600 last week. Hold- 
ing indefinitely. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Red Danube” (M-G) plus Shep 
Fields orch, Adams - Canzoneri- 
Plant, others onstage (2d wk). 
Down to drab $31,000 after just 
passable $48,000, over hopes, last | 
week. Stays there extra days in 
third week, with “Adam’s Rib” 
(M-G' and Eddy Duchin orch, Tony 
& Sally De Marco, Mitzi Green 





$30,000; ‘Pinky’ Average 236 in 3d 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 
Despite continued Christmas del- 
drums at boxoffice, “Great Lover” 
shapes big at Michigan. It is the 
only film, however, that is above 
the fair mark. “Pinky” is only 
average in third week at the Fox. 
Others are reissues or holdovers 
getting very meager play. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95) — 
“Pinky” (20th) (3d wk’. Average 
$23.000. Last week, $27,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95) —- “Great Lover” (Par) and 
“Festival of Hits” (RKO). Solid 
$20 000 or over. Last week, “Dang- 
-rous Profession” (RKO! and “Mas- 
‘er Minds” (Mono), $16,000. 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — 
‘Farewell to Arms” (WB) and 
“Hatehet Man” (WB) ‘reissues’. 


Them Laughing” (WB) and “Alias 
the Champ” (Mono) (2d _ wk), 
$10,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 
95\—"‘Bride For Sale” (RKO) and 
“Stampede” (Rep) (2d wk). Down 
to $8,000. Last week, fine $15,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) — 
“So Ends Our Night” (Indie) and 
“Moon and Sixpence” (Indie) (re- 
issues!. Small $7,000. Last week. 
“Beyond Forest” (WB), $9,000 for 
second week downtown. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Free For All” (U) and “Blue La- 
goon” (U). Weak $8,000. Last 
week, “Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (2d 
wk), good $8,500. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- 
95'\—“Intruder in Dust” (M-G) and 
“Red Stallion Rockies” (EL) (3d 
wk). Less than $7,000. Last week, 


Mild . $9,000, Last week, “Leave; oke $8,000. 


| Town” 


'(3d wk-6 days). 


|(2d wk-6 days). Down to $8,500 


after slim $12,000 in first. “Bag- 


| dad” (U) opens Friday (23). 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20)° 
—“Trapped” (EL) (4th wk). Off 
to $7,000 this round after $9,000 
last week. “Pirates of Capri” (EL) 
opens Dec. 24. . 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—“‘Intruder in Dust” (M-G) 
(Sth wk). Fourth stanza ended 
last Monday (19) slipped to $12.,- 
000 after $16,000 last week. Stays 
on, with “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
(Rep) opening Dec. 31 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Undertow” (U) plus vaude. Still 
very slow at $17,,00 but pickup 
from last week. Gcvé Saturday- 
Sunday trade helped. Last week, 
“Bodyhold” (Col) and vaude, new 


low under vaudfilm policy at 
$14,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 90- 
$1.80) — “Samson and Delilah” 


(Par) with Russ Case erch, Robert 
Lenn, chorus. Opens _ tonight 
(Wed.) with single performance. 
Starts regular run Thursday (22). 
Last week, “Great Lover” (Par) 
with Claude Thornhill orch, Sarah 
Vaughan, others onstage (4th wk), 
fell to $49,000 after okay $57,000 
for third round at 55c-$1.50 scale, 
rounding out successful run de- 
spite pre-holiday downbeat. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (65th wk). 
The 64th frame ended last night 
(Tues.) held very well at $5,200 
after $5,400 last week. “Rugged 
O’Riordan” (U) due in Jan. 4. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“On the 
(M-G) with “Nativity” 
pageant and Christmas show on- 
stage (2d wk). Great $155,000, 
better than opening week's smash 
$150,000. Stays on. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
“Give Us This Day” (EL). Opened 
Monday (19) night with special 
preview. Regular run started 
yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, “Rid- 
ers of Pony Express” (Indie), only 
$4,500 in 642 days. 


Rivoli ‘(UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.80) — “Samson and Delilah” 
(Par). Opens with single perform- 


ance tonight (Wed.). Last week, 
“Pinky” (20th) (12th wk-6 days), 
only $6,500 after $8,500 in llth 
round, both light, at 60c-$1.25 


' 
| scale. 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Dancing in Dark” (20th) with 
Mindy Carson heading stage bill 
“Slim $37,000 
after dull $44,000 for second 
round. “Prince of Foxes” (20th) 
and Vic Damone, Arnauts, Buster 
Shaver Co. topping stageshow 
opens tomorrow night (Thurs.) 
with United Hospital Fund benefit. 
Regular run starts Dec. 23. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50) 
— “Holiday Affair’ (RKO) (4th 
wk-8 days). Down to $10,000 or 
under after mild $12,500 for third 
full week. “East Side, West Side” 
(M-G) opens tomorrow night 
(Thurs.}. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) — 
“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB: and 
stageshow including Dinah Wash- 
ington, The Ravens, Frank Mar- 
lowe. Mild $37,000 but holds. Last 
week. “Leave Them Laughing” 
(WB) plus Latin-American revue 
(3d wk-9 days), $39,000. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 70-$1,.20)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (6th wk). Fifth 
stanza ended Monday (19) night 
was $14,000 after great $15,600 
for fourth. Stays on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060: 95- 
$1.50) — “All King’s Men” (‘Coi) 
(7th wk). Sixth week ended last 
Monday (19) was $13,000 after 
$11,800 last week. Stays on, with 
theatre taking additional news- 
paper ad space. “Third Man” 
‘SRO) due to open Jan. 18, open- 
ing being held back nearly two 
weeks. 


Allen Smith Sells 
‘Rhubarb’ to Lubin 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

H. Allea Smith’s “Rhubarb” has 
been purchased by Arthur Lubin 
for $35,000. Lubin will produce 
and direct. 

Smith stpry deals with a cat in- 
heriting a baseball team and 
$10,000,000. The cat doesn't talk, 
however, as the mule does in 
“Francis,” which Lubin made for 
Universal-International. | i ol 





















































PRINCE OF FOXES 
PINKY 
OH, YOU BEAUTIFUL DOLL 
EVERYBODY DOES IT 
FIGHTING MAN of the PLAINS 
ey THIEVES’ HIGHWAY — 


COME TO THE STABLE 
SLATTERY’S HURRICANE 
YOU'RE MY EVERYTHING 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 

IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING 


_ Mr. BELVEDERE 
Goes To College 











Winterize your Theatre Now with 


12 O'CLOCK HIGH 
DANCING IN THE DARE | « 
= 

WHEN WILLIE COMES 
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Wilson Lashes British Pix Industry; 
Cites Its Magical Sinister Unity’ 


% 





London, Dec. 20. 


Although nothing concrete 
emerged from the six-hour debate 
on the production crisis in the 
House of Commons last Wednesday 
(14), the industry hasn’t yet recov- 
ered from the straight left admin- 
istered by Harold Wilson when 
demolishing the plea for reduction 
in entertainments tax. 

By easting suspicion on the 
“magical sinister unity” of the 
trade, the Board of Trade prexy 
inferred that they couldn't pull the 
wool over his eyes, and made it 
clear that, while not able to antici- 
pate the Chancellor's budget state- 
ment next spring, there was little 
hope of financial aid from the gov- 
ernment until the industry had put 
its own house in order. 

Basically there was nothing new 
in the charges levelled against pro- 
ducers by the government spokes- 
man, and although lashing out with 
oneehand, he was quick to praise 
with the other. J. Arthur Rank, 
he said, would always have an un- 
dying place in the history of the 
British film industry for his pro- 
duction of prestige pix. He also 
referred to Sir Alexander Korda. 
who would also be remembered for 
his memorable productions. 


Wilson enumerated the following 
contributory facters to the present 
crisis: methods, of finance, undue 
hopes of world market revenue, 
fantastic extravagances on the part 
of certain individual producers. 
loss of disciplinary control, desire 
to produce prestige films no matter 
what the cost, and the growth of 
harmful restrictive practices on 
both sides. 


Wilson wouldn't accept the pre- 
mise that the ending of the Holly- 
wood boycott came as a boit from 
the blue and was responsible for 
the present situation. Instead, he 
suggested that it was mainly a 
legacy over a period of years and 
cited the heavy writing off ap- 
proaching $7.000,000 which had 
been carried out in the Rank bal- 
ance sheet. 

Eye Production Costs 

It was obvious that Wilson was 
concerned on the whole question 
of production costs and he an- 
nounced that he has convened for 


(Continued on page 15) 


Aussie Court Nixes Metro 
Bid to Take Over Legiter: 


Sees Hardship to Actors 


Sydney, Dec. 13. 

The application by Metro for an 
eviction order against Pan-Austra- 
lian Theatres, operating the Miner- 
va here, as a legiter, was nixed by 
Magisirate Oran in Central Sum- 
mons Court. 

“agistrate stated that if the ap- 
plication were refused, there would 
apparently be no hardship to Met- 
ro, because any increase in income 
obtained by using the Minerva for 
pix wou'd be paid to Loew's Corp. 
in N. Y. as film rent. Magistrate 
went on to say that there might 
be some hardship to Loew's by de- 
nying the company the opportunity 
of adding to its income by a prob- 
able increase in the rental amount 
paid by Metro. 

But there would be hardship to 
Roland Walton, a director of P.A. 
and manager of the company, who 
would lose about, $150 weekly. 
There would also be hardship to 
the actors employed, and to Kath- 
leen Robinson, company’s number 
one stockholder. She would lose 
the opportunity of making good 
the losses in this theatre, magis- 
trate added. It's estimated that 
Miss Robinson is in the red to the 
tune of some $225,000 with a legit 
bid over a long period at the 

linerva 

I's unknown as yet whether 
Metro will appeal against this de- 
“sion. Metro had planned to add 
the Minerva to its own loop of 
*ight houses, three of which are 
. the Sydney zone. Mutro bought 
Minerva from the David Mar- 
hi interests some time back with 
rozen coin, and is receiving a rent- 
al from P.A. of about $450 weekly. 
. Current legit shéw at the Miner- 
ct 's “Separate Rooms,” with June 

yde and Hal Thompson. Main 
pponeer of the setup is Miss Rob- 
"son, who's reported to be very 
> eng and still willing to take a 
—e ot making a success of the 





v— 





Scottish Theatres Face | 
Tuneless Pits for Kuas 


Glasgow, Dec. 13. 
Pantomime and Christmas show | 
casts in Scotland face the prospect | 





of having no orchestras to accom- 
pany them if the threatened strike 
| by members of the Musicians 
| Union materializes Christmas Eve. | 
|Most vaudeville and panto houses 
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee 
and Aberdeen are affected. 

Trouble has reportedly arisen 
because managerial associations 
have failed to meet the Musicians | 
Union over matters of increased 
pay in provincial houses. Scottish 
Theatre Managers and Proprietors 
Assn. is referring the dispute to 
the Minister of Labor. 


Comm! Air War 


Brews in S. Africa 


Cape Town, Dec. 13 

Announcement of a May starting 
date for commercial radio by the 
South Africa Broadcasting Corp. 
is causing comment as to effect 
this will have on Lourenco Mar- 
ques Radio, in Portuguese East Af 
rica, which for so long has held a 
monopoly on the commercial field 
hereabouts Advertising agencies 
are going to have many problems 
posed them, but until SABC’s 
Radio Springbok actually starts 
next year, it's mostly conjecture. 

In the Transvaal, on medium 
waves, SABC provides a better 
coverage than LM can do on short- 
wave. Outside that area, however. 
they will reach listeners only on 
the shortwave bands and here the 
SABC wiil come up against strong 
competition from LM. It takes a 
long time to educate an audience 
ito tune in consistently on short- 
wave, and LM execs are confident 
that the audience they have built 
up won't easily beataken away 
from them. 

Lourenco Marques is already en- 
“ering the fight with announce- 
ments of extensions of its broad- 
casting hours. They also announce 





the introduction of a new trans- 
mitter with special directional 
aerials beamed direct to Cape 


Town, to improve reception in that 
area. la comparison of rates for 
air time, LM has the edge over 
‘Radio Springbok. 

Only on Sundays are the SABC 
rates lower than LM by about 23°. 
The reason is, of course, that Lou- 
renco Marques commands its big- 
gest audiences on Sunday, and as 
a matter of fact, built up its repu- 
tation originally as a station easy 
to listen to on Sundays among fans 
tired of the programs that SABC 
reserved for this day. Air time on 
Sunday has. therefore, become 
more expensive than on weekdays, 
and it will be interesting to see 
what type of program the SABC 
will put over on their commercial 
stations on the day of rest. 

The next six months, until Radio 
Springbok actually starts opera- 
tions, should prove very interest- 
ing, with Lourenco Marques going 
all out to retain its admittedly very 
secure position. After that it will 
remain to be seen whether the 
SABC can compete with it in pro- 
gram quality and strength of re- 
ception. Seemingly they are start- 
ing off on the wrong foot with a 
seale of rates consistently higher 
‘than Lourenco Marques, and on 
the face of it, it looks like adver- 
tisers will have to be convinced 
that the SABC programs and cov- 
erage will be that much better. 





20th-Fox Studio Execs 

On Australia Looksee 
Sydney, Dec. 13 

Robert Snody, 20th-Fox associate 
producer and M. T. Kirk, art direc- 
tor, plane in Dec. 15 to looksee lo- 
cation spots for the Technicolor 
pic “The Bushranger,” set on the 
studio’s production schedule for 
next year. 
Looks likely that 20th will use a 
slice of frozen coin for this one. 
and will get the governments 
okay in this respect because of 


jyarn’s Aussie locale. i 


INTERNATIONAL 





Jane’s ‘Warm Body’ 
Rome, Dec. 13. 

Buildings of the ancient City 
of Rome are plastered with 
three sheets announcing the 
coming of the actress, Jane 
Russel (that’s the way it is 
spelled on the posters) in “Ii 
Mio Corpo Ti Scealdera,” 
which. in English means “My 
Body Will Warm You.” 

Pic is the Howard Hughes 
“Outlaw” film. It should do a 
good business in these cold, 
unheated Roman apartment 
days. 








French Back New 


Film Assn.; B.0. 


Off in Colombia; Paraguay Hits U.S. Pix 


Washington, Dec. 20. 





Kalmus in Italy to Set 


Rome, Dec. 13. 
Dr. Herbert Kalmus, of Techni- 
color, has been in Rome for the 








‘Ice Parade’ Makes Bow 
In Copenhagen; Show 


Biz Admissions Low “Technicolor will 


By JIMMY JAMISON 


Copenhagen, Dec. 13. 
“Ice Parade of 1949” opened at 
the Forum, Copenhagen’s Madison 
Square Garden, sponsored by the 
leading newspaper here, Politiken; 


| with director, Aage  Stentoft; 
agent, Richard Stangerup, and Vol- 
mer Sorenson, pianist and pro- 


/moter. Feature this year is the col- 


orful “Magic Forest,” central set- 
ting for the action. , 
Among the acts are the Skating 
Ryles. acrobatics (4); Belgian 
skating champ Fernand Leeman in 
“Dance Rhapsody in Blue,” with 
Elvira Collins, who handled 
choreography with Nils Bjorn Lar- 
sen; Baddy and Buddy, comics; a 
Zebra number called “Casanova” 
(like Pansy the Horse); Harry 
Reddy. i.e jumping; Daphne Wat- 
kins and Steve Pedley (burlesque 
on skates); Jack Connors, cowboy 
speed and trick skater; Pamela 
Todd and Terry Dugan, dance num- 
bers, and Victor MacDonald, stilt 
skater. Scale is 2.50 to 7.50 kroner 
(35c. to $1.10); kids half. 

Ernst Schumann, 
cus Schumann, of the famed show 
and horse training family, cele- 
brated his 65th birthday Nov. 
27. Tippy Lumbye, composer-con- 
ductor. grandson of the famous 
composer, H. C. Lumbye, was 70 on 
Nov. 29. His grandpop’s most fa- 
mous number is “Champagne Gal- 
lop.” used regularly by circuses. 
Grandson Tippy now conducts the 
Groften restaurant in Tivoli. 

Prices are very low here for 
everything, including show busi- 
ness. A phone call is 10 ore 
(about 2c.); busses and street cars 
about 4c. It’s a swell deal for sub- 
way acts. Royal Opera House is 
playing “Marriage of Figaro,” 
priced from two tc eight kroner 
(30c. to $1.20). 


REDGRAVE AS HAMLET 
FOR ELSINORE IN ’50 


Copenhagen, Dec. 13. 

Manager of the Danish National 
Open Air Theatre, John Brunniche, 
returned from London after having 
signed Michael Redgrave to play 
Hamlet and Yvonne Mitchell to 
play at next year’s performance at 
Elsinore Castle of “Hamlet.” A 
troupe of 40 actors from Old Vic is 
coming over in June. 

Last year’s “Hamlet” perform- 
ance was with the American actor 
Robert Breen, Before the war John 
Gielgud and Laurence Olivier 
guested Elsinore. In 1951 the play 
will be performed in French, but 
the leading actors have not yei 
been chosen. 








Two-Version Pic on U. S. 
Landing Shot in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 13. 
Adolphe Osso. once Paramount 
rep here, has completed at a cost 


of $200,000. a pic titled, “The 
Great Rendezvous.” It shows the 
American landing in Algiers, un- 


derground work under German oc- 
cupation, seizure of the key spots 
on the eve of the American land- 
ing. and finally the danding itself 
and the surrender of the enemy. 

The picture has been made in 
two versions. The American one 
won't be completed for another 
month or so. The French version 
has been privately shown at the 
U. S. Embassy here to boff recep- 
tion. 

Corona is to release the picture 
in France and Osso is now seek- 
ing a US. or worldwide (except 
France) distribution deal. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 15 





the ' 


dean of Cir-' 


|past two weeks negotiating with 
| the Italian film industry to use his 
: Technicolor process in !Htaly ir the 
|future. The deal is not set as yet, 
| but one Roman newspaper has re- 


ported Dr. Kalmus as_ saying: 
spread to all 
|parts of the world. Negotiations 


here are most definite and very ac- 
tive and developments are apt to 
happen.” 

ECA will be called upon to help 
finance this investment, therefore, 
an approval from Washington must 
be forthcoming before definite 
plans can be made. This would 
;}come under the capital investment 
plan, which means that the Italians 
would have to put half of the 
money for the investment. There 
is an Italian color process for films 
ready for the market now, but the 
Italian electrical current has not 
proved consistent. 

Should the project be approved 
in Washington, the Technicolor 
plant would be located in Rome 


U. Gets 2-Mo. Stay 
On Dutch Ouster 


Paris, Dec. 20 

Universal has been granted a 
two months’ stay of an ouster from 
the Bioscoop Bond, a Dutch ex- 
hibitor - distributor organization, 
through the efforts of Gerald 
Mayer. continental chief for the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
The Bond has been attempting to 
ease U out of its fold on a techni- 
cality that the American company 
was inelegible for membership. 
since it didn’t belong to the group 
before the war. 

In order to do business in the 
Netherlands, membership in the 
Bond is a must Universal was 
admitted to the group following the 
withdrawal of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. from that territory 
in favor of individual distribution 
,by its member companies. U has 
been handling release of some of 
|its own product while F. L. D 
|Strengholt’s firm, N. V. Filmver- 
huurkantoor, has been marketing 
certain other U pix. 

Prior to returning to Paris. 
Mayer also huddled with govern- 
ment officials in Denmark where 
he won the U. S. majors the right 





to distribute 125 pictures annual- ' 


ly in that area, while independent 
Yank producers were granted per- 
mission to bring in an _ equal 
amount. Previously, the outlook 
for American film firms in the 
Danish market was an uncertain 
one. due to frequent threats to 
curtail pic imports. 


ODEON DEFERS DIVVY; 
ADDS TWO DIRECTORS 


London, Dec. 20. 

Odeon Theatres announced last 
Wednesday (14) that the half-vear- 
ly dividend on the 6° preferred 
stock, due end of the month. is be- 
ing deterred until the results for 
the current year are known. As the 
decision did not surprise the Stock 
Exchange, share value remained 
unchanged at $1.03. Preferred 
stockholders in other Rank com- 
panies, including Odeon  Asso- 
ciated. Odeon Properties. Asso- 
ciated Provincial Picture Houses 
and Provincial Cinematograph 
Theatres, will receive their haif- 
yearly dividend on the due dates. 

Appointment of two additional 
directors to the board of Odeon 
Theatres is regarded in London 
financial circles as a move to 
strengthen the financial knowhow 
available to the group. The new di- 
rectors are Col. Archibald Christie 
and E. Ronald Crammond. Cram- 
mond is already associated with 
Rank by being on the board of 
| British and Dominions. D. & P 
Studios and Denham Labs. Col 
Christie is a newcomer to the filin 
business. but is on the board of a 
jnumber of successful investment 
' trusts. 








Up Technicolor Deals 


French motion picture industry 
is setting up an organization along 
the lines of the Motion Picture 
Assn’ of America with the special 
purpose of pushing Gallic pix in 


the export market and with a fat 


subsidy from the French govern- 


‘ment, reports Nathan D. Golden, 


chief of the motion picture-photo- 
graphic branch of the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. 

The starting subsidy is 25,000.- 
000 frances to the Assn. Francaise 
de Diffusion et d’Expansion Cine- 
matographique. The association is 
changing its name from the present 
jawbreaker to something simpler 
like France Film or Unifrance. and 
will probably be headed by the 
assistant director of the Centre Na- 
tional de La Cinematographique, 
according to Golden. Organization 
has already approached the Paris 
office of MPAA for ideas and assist- 
ance on the distribution and pro- 
motion of French pictures in the 
foreign market. The subsidy will 
be mainly to advertise and promote 
pictures, particularly in the U. S. 

Other countries reported on: 

COLOMBIA: State of siege and 
imposition of a curfew in Bogata 
Nov. 9 has resulted in a boxoffice 
dropoff of 50° in the capital city 
of Colombia since then. On Nov. 
16 the 10 p.m. curfew was made 
nationwide, with the result that the 
film boxoffices have been hit all 
over and the decline has averaged 
more than 50°. There some 
fear that the grosses may skid to 
only 10 or 15° of normal, unless 
the curfew is lifted. More than a 
100 theatres, mostly in small towns, 
have already shuttered because of 
the poor biz. 

PARAGUAY: U. S. film take has 
been badly hit under the multiple 
exchange system instituted in the 
country Nov. 5. Formerly the rate 
of exchange was only 3.80 guar- 
anies per dollar. Under the new 
system, pictures have been placed 
in Group 4, which calls for 8.0521 
guaranies for each dollar. Hence 
American distributors have been 
getting far fewer dollars on their 
films, which*are sold on a percent- 
age basis. The distributors are now 
threatening a flat rental figure in 
dollars. This would hurt the ex- 
hibitors. Pressure has been put on 
the Bank of Paraguay to ease the 
situation. There is a_ possibility 
that pictures will be placed in 
Group 3 which calls for 6.0821 
guaranies per dollar. No indication 
yet whether the American firms 
would accept the rate. 


New Jap Film Distrib 
Setup Seen as Threat 
To Tokyo’s ‘Big Three’ 


Tokyo. Dec. 6. 

New motion picture distribution 
company has .been organized in 
Japan and figures to cut heavily 
into the biz of the “Big Three” 
distribs (Toho, Daiei and Shochi- 
ku) who have enjoyed a virtual 
monopoly in handling Japanese 
product up to now. New outfit is 
Toei (Tokyo Motion Picture Dis- 
tr:bution Co.) and is reported to 
have negotiated pacts with 453 of 
Japan’s 2,000-odd theatres. 

Toei has made deals with Tovo- 
ko. and Oizumi studios, neither of 
which distributes its own product, 
and will handle entire output of 
both producers. Deal comes as 
blow to Daiei, which has been dis- 
tributing Toyoko films as well as 
its own to keep its vast theatre 
chain supplied. Daiei is now mak- 
ing frantic efforts to up its own 
production schedule and is report- 
ed to be dickering with Toho for 
rental of some of Toho’s unused 
studio space. 

Interesting angle to the sudden 
emergence of a fourth distributing 
chain is the fact that the Japan 
Fair Tade Commission recently 
ruled that the block-booking sys- 
tem of the “Big Three” was illegal, 
in that it constituted restraint of 
trade. There’s rumor that Toho, 
Shochiku and Daiei are behind the 
formation of the new outfit in a 
move to take the heat off them- 
selves. 


London’s Warm ‘Murder’ 


is 








London, Dec. 20. 
“Murder at the Vicarage” 
opened to a warm reception at 


the Playhouse Dec. 14. 
Cast turns in good performance. 
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“OKAY BOYS, TAKE THE 
BOWS, BUT THE NEXT 
ACT IS GOOD TOO! 


Those two smart performers “BATTLEGROUND” and “ADAM’S RIB” 
definitely rate the cheers and huzzahs! 








But there’s a very cute number waiting in the wings with whom those 
record-busting boys are going to have to share the lime-light! 


Yes, indeed, this kid’s a honey! 


She’s breaking in her act at Radio City Music Hall and in the first 4 days 


she set an all-time non-holiday record. Saturday and Sunday grosses are . 
highest in M-G-M records. And this is the pre-holiday lull! 


Isn’t it interesting that M-G-Musicals have set a standard for the industry. \ 
The folks know that those Technicolor glamor shows from M-G-M are | 


tops, as for instance ‘““Take Me Out To The Ball Game,” “In The Good Old 
Summertime,” “Barkleys of Broadway,” just to mention a few. 


“ON THE TOWN” is Leo’s way of saying Happy Holidays because it’s | 
chockful of joy and a foretaste of the happiness waiting for you with 
“M-G-M Nifty in 1950”! 
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Yank Films Boost Lead Abroad Over 


Foreign Product, 


Says M-G’s Burge 





After completing a nine-week+ 


20 countries on in 
suro and Asia, Sam Burger, 
ate overseas sales chief, is 
convinced that “American pictures 
are steadily increasing their lead 


trip through 


over foreign competitors.” Burger | 
sees only two exceptions, India and 


Egypt, where local producers are 
making inroads into Hollywood's 
green pastures. 

In the current division of opin- 
ion by junketing foreign dept. 
execs over prospects abroad, 
Burger is on the optimistic side. 
Business in Europe is perking, 
Metroite declared, and pix opera- 
tions are climbing with a general 
improvement in economics. He 
views the German market, opening 
Jan. 1, as likely of being the second 
strongest in Europe, trailing only 
Italy in potential revenues. New 
indonesian territory also shapes 
up as a fine potential market, 
Burger declared. 

Metro sales topper disclosed that 
his company is joining the race for 
theatre construction in Israel. 
M-G plans to build three houses 
in the new state, one in Tel Aviv, 
another in Haifa, and a third in 
Secusalem:--HMe does not believe 
the Israeli government will impose 
building restrictions. Final steps 
will be governed by conditions on 
the purchase of sites. (Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, recently 
announced that his company 
planned construction of four-six 
houses in Israel.) 

Italy has been the biggest mar- 
ket for Yank pix on the Continent 
since the war, Burger said. In 
pre-Mussolini days, the boot was 
also the top country in Europe, he 
added. As for comparative figures 
on the two eras, Metroite said: 
“The figures are much bigger to- 
day. We don’t boast about pre- 
war totals.” 

Burger disclosed that Metro has 
opened a new dubbing plant in 
Rome to service most of the Con- 
tinent. Plant is equipped com- 
pletely with new American ma- 
chinery and the company poured 
into the job a big block of coin. 
Arthur Field, Metro’s European 
chief of production, is directly 
supervising the plant's operations. 

In Germanys Metro will release 
15 pix during 1950, according to 
current plans. 


New Canadian Film Head 
As Red Charges Fill Air 


As an aftermath to charges in 
the House of Commons that the 
National Film Board, a Canadian 
government agency, had permitted 
Communists to infiltrate its per- 
sonnel, Ross McLean, NFB Com- 
missioner, will be succeeded by 
Arthur Irwin when the former's 
contract expires Jan. 9. Notable is 
the government’s admission that 
the Dept. of National Defense can- 
not trust the NFB to carry out 
filming of top military and naval 
secrets until a security check is 
completed by the Mounties, Ca- 
nadian equivalent to the FBI. 


Brooke Claxton, Minister of De- 
fense. conceded that the NFB 
wasn't permitted to film new train- 
ing methods, new weapons and 
secret processes; that smaller com- 
mercial film companies, with per- 
sonnel more easily screened, were 
carrying out this government work 
Probe reputedly started when J. J. 
Fitzgibbons, president of Famous 
Players Canadian, complained to 
the government that the NFB was 
moving too strongly into the TV 
field to the detriment of the Ca- 
nadian film industry. 








U.S. Films Lead 1949 List 
In Spain, With 86 in 11 Mo. 


Barcelona, Dec. 13. 


_Tn the list of pix released in 
Spain from January to December. 
1948, N. J., productions holds the 
first place with 86 films. Spain 
follows with 36, Argentine 18, 
Mexico 13, France 12, Italy 10. 
Switzerland two, Sweden two and 
Germany one. This totals 180 pro- 
ductions in one year, 


Statistics of comic films, car- 
toons, and documentaries haven't 
been released, but it's a fact that 


merican short 
the list subjects also head 


‘Mier & Brooks Are Pacted 
_ As UA Mexican Distribs 


| Mexico City, Dec. 13. 
UA has inked with producers- 

distribs Mier & Brooks for exclu- 

sive distribution and exploitation in 


Welitsch for ‘Tosca’ 


Vienna, Dec. 13. 

Ljuba Welitsch, soprano, who 
| Scored a sock debut at the N. Y. 
Met last season in “Salome,” will 
do her first “Tosca” anywhere 
| when she sings the name role at 
the Vienna State Opera Xmas eve. 
| She'll also do the role at the Met 
| this season. She’s due in New York 
_in mid-January for several weeks 
of opera appearances there. 


Slump Grows At 
Argentine B.0. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 13. 
The slump in Argentine film 


| 





| Mexico of UA’s productions. Deal 
Starts with “impact,” “Cover Up,” 
“Jigsaw.” “Crooked Way,” “Out- | 
post in Morocco,” “Africa 
Screams,” “Home of the Brave,” | 
“Too Late for Tears,” “Valiant 
Hombre,” “Dan Patch,” “Black 
Magic,” “Just William’s Luck,” 


“Gay Amigo” and “Champion.” 

Mier & Brooks is composed of 
two ex-WB managers here, Felipe 
Mier and Oscar J. Brooks. 


Hurok Signs Dunham 
For S. America Tour 
With N. Y. Stopover 


Paris, Dec. 20. 

Katherine Dunham and _ her 
dance troupe, who have toured Eu- 
rope very successtully for two 
years, have been signed for a South 
American tour next summer by Sol 
Hurok 

Troupe will dance in  Latin- 
America for a projected five to six 
months’ visit They'll return to 
U. S. next spring and do a two or 
three-week engagement in N. Y. 
before heading south. The interim 
N. Y. date will be their only U. S. 
stop. 























Wilson Lashes 


——-— (ontinued from page 13 


tomorrow (21) a full meeting of 
the National Film Production 
Council to examine the recom- 
mendations in the recent Gater re- 
port. For the time being, how- 


ever, he was satisfied that the Na- | 


tional Film Finance Corp., which 
was aiding a large measure of in- 
dependent production, would cut 
down extravagances with the 
power of the purse. 

While not considering it oppor- 
tune to discuss in detail the recom- 
mendations of the 63-page Piant 
report, Wilson endorsed the recom- 
mendation against divorcement by 
asserting that he considered it 
right in present conditions. His 
view was that divorcement would 
have dried up a further channel of 
production finance, particularly as 
some losses were being met out of 
profits on exhibition. He also com- 
mented on the Rank announcement 


that production may cease next | 


summer, in which case there would 
be divorcement by two circuits 
without any government action. 

Although strongly chaHenged by 
Tom O'Brien for his reference to 
“sinister unity,”” Wilson hinted that 
private deals may have been made 
between various sections of the 
trade, particularly in regard to 
quota. in any event, neither 
Parliament nor the country would 
accept a_ facile 
troubles by handing back in the 
form of a subsidy, money to an in- 
dustry which had been conducted 
in the past with considerable -ex- 
travagances. There would have to 
be a guarantee that this money 
would not be swallowed up in fur- 
ther extravagances. 

New ground was broken in the 
ensuing debate when O’Brien sug- 
gested a widening of the Anglo- 
American monetary pact which 
would permit the use of iced 
sterling for the production of 
American films in Britain, but John 
Wilmot. another Labor spokesman. 


opposed that viewpoint and cited | 


“That Forsyte Woman” as a British 
classic “completely ruined” by 
American treatment. 

In winding up the debate, the 
Board of Trade prez indicated that 
the best solution for the studios 
might be the production of 12 to 15 
big—but not necessarily expensive 
—first features of international ap- 


peal, and a considerable volume of | 


general production, as well as co- 
production between Britain and 
America. One of the principal 
bottlenecks was the lack of pro- 
ducers and directors capable of 
making firstclass films, but where 
they were willing to work together 
the doors of the film bank were 
‘open to them. 


solution of the> 


grosses is becoming daily more ac- 
centuated as the stock of pictures 
dwindles, with no prospect of im- 
port permits being granted by the 


Argentine government. if the sit- 
uation looks grim enough for 
U. S. distributors, it is even 


blacker for exhibitors. 
| This slump has not yet started 
to roll back to the nabe theatres 
and small towns in the interior, 
as there is still a certain reserve 
of good pix which can be released 
as novelties outside the city 


in the city are the hardest hit. 
Argentine exhibitors are 
harassed by the fear that the fickle 
public, turning from pic entertain- 
ment because of the dearth of good 
material, will find other sources of 
entertainment to which it will be- 
come accustomed, and eventually 
lose the film habit altogether. 
The only hope for distributors 
and exhibitors is that the return 
from Europe of entertainment di- 
rector Claudio Martinez Paiva will 
result in the speeding up of 
amendments to Protection Law 
12,999, currently under study by a 
| mixed government committee. 
Most influential adviser on that 
/committee is the head of the Movie 
| Workers’ Union, ex-actor Julio Al- 
|caraz, who is gunning for all-out 
|protection for local pix and im- 
| position of quotas for importation 
|of foreign pix. 
There is some hope that the new 
|U. S. Ambassador, Stanton Griffis, 


still on the Paramount directurate, | 


may be able to achieve some import 
agreement with the Argentine au- 
torities. At least he has taken up 
the cudgels in behalf of the U. S. 
distributors, and it can only be 
hoped that his singularly per- 
suasive powers will do some good. 
“Miss Tatlock’s Millions” (Par), 
the last of the fairly new Ameri- 
can ix available, teed off recently 
jat the Ocean and proved the ex- 
| bibsiters’ contention that the public 
goes to the movies. even when the 
thermometer is blazing, if it is 
‘given something really attractive 
to draw it there. 
_ The highest recent gross (aside 
‘from Paramount's “My Own True 
Love,” $12,000 for its first week 
,at the Gran Rex! was marked up 
by “Walk a Crooked Mile” (Col) at 
‘the Gran Rex, with an estimated 
$18,006 for two weeks. The pic- 
ture has since been shown at the 
Monumental, where it did well, 
too. This is ong instance of a 
first-run house having had to ac- 
cept reissues due to lack of ma- 
terial. 


istered by a German 
|Luxor, with only $2,400 in the 
first week. The picture did not 
hold out for a full second week 
‘and was replaced by “The Lost 


|One.” a filmization of the opera | 


“Traviata,” distributed by Colum- 
bia. 


Large Film Studios Are 
| Set for Johannesburg 


Johannesburg, Dec. 6. 

Large, modern film studios at 
Parkmore, near Johannesburg. 
long planned by African Consoli- 
dated Theatres. will soon. start 
building, according to an an- 
nouncement by 
soon after his 





return from a 


lengthy tour of England and Ev- | 


rope. The plans had been drawn 
up in consultation with Sir Michael 
Balcon and other experts, and it's 
hoped everything will be ready for 
building to start in April, 1950. 


Schlesinger also announced that | 


Baleon would produce a film in 
South Africa having a completely 
native story, with probably all lo- 
‘eal -actors in the cast, without any 
‘overseas importations except for a 


few key technicians. 


of | 
Buenos Aires. The first-run houses | 


The lowest gross of all was reg- 
picture, | 
“Serenade” (Europa Films), at the | 


John Schlesinger | 


= S 
v 


Col. Another to Recognize Need 
For Special Selling of Foreign Pix 





‘Heart’s’ Todd to H’ wood - 


For Warner Bros. Starrer 


London, Dec. 13. 
British actor Richard Todd, who 
| achieved stardom overnight for his 
| performance in “The Hasty Heart,” 
lis leaving for Hollywood Dec. 21, 


S 


- 





starring role by Warner Bros. He 
will be accompanied by his actress- 
|'wife, Catherine Bogle, and is ex- 
| pected to remain at Burbank for 
more than three months. 

On his return from Hollywood, 
|he will make another film for As- 
| sociated British, which is likely to 
|be “The Mayor of Casterbridge,” 


a production planned specially for | 


|showing during the 1951 Festival 
| of Britain. 


- 





U.S. Films Leading In 
| Norway Heuses; Russ 


Pix Popular No More 


Stockholm, Dec. 6. 
Harry Ottersen, representing 
Norema Film in Oslo, is now visit- 
ing Stockholm, looking for Swedish 
production for Norwegian markets 


Situation in Norway, he says, is 
about the same as in Sweden, 
which means that it’s dubious. 


American films lead both in num- 
ber and popularity, but there are 
few long-runs. Highly surprising 
was the Norwegian film “Doden Er 
| Et Kjaertegn” (“Death Is a Sign of 
Love’) produced by Norsk Film, 
which ran for eight weeks at the 
Klingemberg cinema. Film has al- 
ready been sold to all Scandinavia 
‘and in most parts of western 
Europe. Unfortunately, American 
censors probably won't let the love 
scenes pass through. 


Danish films as well as Swedish 
are very popular in Norway now. 
French films have not found their 
“style’’ since the war; before the 
war they were highly appreciated. 
Russian films invaded Norway 
after the war, but now they are 
seldom seen. Distributors have 
|great difficulties in showing Rus- 
isian films now. German films can’t 
|be shown unless they deal with 
such stories as “The Murderer 
Among Us.” The Norwegian pub- 
lic is waiting for “Gone With the 
Wind” but there exists an agree- 
ment about the quota system that 
says that no films will be distrib- 
uted for any higher rate, and since 
the American producer doesn’t ac- 
cept this, 
shown there. 








RKO APPOINTS MATTEA 


Vittorio Mattea has been named 
general manager for RKO’s Italian 
‘office. Mattea replaces Bruno Fux, 
| who recently ankled the vost. New 
|Italian chief served as sales head 
for Metro in Italy for many years. 

Mattea has already taken over 
the job. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 


London, Dec. 20. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (133). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (34). 
“Before Party,” St. Martin (8). 
“Big Show 1949,” Palladium (9). 
“Black Chiffon,” Westm'ster (34). 
“Bonaventure,” Vaude (2). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (36). 
“Castle Air,” Adelphi (2). 
“Daphne Laurola,” Wynd'm (39). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx. (21). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (8). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. ‘2). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp (ii). 
| “Harvey,” Prince of Wales (51). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (47) 
“Her Excellency,” Saville (26). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (23). 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (14) 
“Lady’s Not Burn’g,” Globe (33). 
“Me and My Girl,” Winter (2). 
“Murder at Vic,” Playhouse (1) 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (133). 
Old Vie Rep, New (10). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (29). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (55). 
“Philly Story,” Dutch’s (3). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (31). 
“Seagull,” St. James (5). 
| “Streetear,” Aldwych (5). 
/ “Tess & Bill,” Vic. Pal (8). 
“Third Visitor,” York's (28). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (80). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (14). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (139). 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (23). 
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the film will not be | 


In another periodic perk-up of 
|interest by a major company in 
the handling of foreign language 
| films, Columbia Pictures has set 
up a new distrib division for this 
special purpose which will be head- 
ed by Morris Goodman. Good- 
man, who recently resigned as 
prexy of Discina Films, a foreign 
pix distrib outfit, is currently 
working out of the office of Ar- 
nold Picker, Col’s foreign sales 
manager. Detailed setup of Good- 
man’s division will take place upon 
the arrival in the U. S. this week 
of Joseph A. McConville, Colum- 
bia International prexy, and vice- 
prexy Jack Segal, who have been 
attending a Continental sales con- 
vention in Paris. 


Company blueprint at this stage 
calls for the inking of several 
deals with foreign producers to 
furnish product for a full release 
schedule. Films will be sold via 
Col’s exchanges both to art and 
circuit houses, depending on the 


‘strength of the individual foreign 


pic. Initial film on the slate will 
be Gregor Rabinovitch’s “Faust.” 
During the release of Rabinovitch’s 
previous pic for Col, “The Lost 
One,” the company discovered that 
such product couldn’t be handled 
profitably through regular sales 
channels. 

Col’s move follows in the trail 
of sporadic releasing of foreign 
language items by other major dis- 
tribs. United Artists is currently 
handling an Italian pic, “Under 
the Sun of Rome,” and may take 
on a couple of more, according to 
Arthur W. Kelly, exec vice-prexy. 
Metro also dabbled in foreign pix 
several years ago with release of 
a French film, “It Happened at 
the Inn” and the Lazar Wechsler 
Swiss-made pic, “The Last 
Chance.” Monogram also has set 
up a subsidiary outfit, Stratford 
Films, to handle both British and 
foreign language imports. 

Reaction of foreign pic distribs 
in New York to Columbia's step 
was generally favorable. Joseph 
Burstyn, foreign film distrib, de- 


|clared that any move leading to 


wide-spread exhibition of Euro- 


pean films would lead to a 
strengthening of that market. He 
cautioned, however, that foreign 


pix need a type of specialized sell- 
ing which the majors previously 
couldn't fit into their normal dis- 


'trib pattern. 





Lou Lazar’s Shift 
Into Par Exchanges 


With Paramount’s overseas thea- 
tre expansions at a_ standstill, 


| Louis Lazar, foreign dept. theatre 


chief, is moving into other activi- 
ties. Lazar steps out of his present 
post this week to launch a big- 
scale renovation of the company’s 
exchanges abroad. It follows the 
recent return of George Weltner, 
foreign dept. head, from a Euro- 
pean visit. 

Lazar will shortly push off for 
the Continent to supervise person- 
ally construction operations. Be- 
fore he was named as theatre chief 
several years ago, his main duties 
were as a theatre engineer. 

His departure spells the end to 
any overseas theatre construction 
or acquisitions. Par has been con- 
tracting its hoidings recently 
rather than the reverse. Company 
has dropped seven theatres in 
Cuba on expiration of their leases. 
Withdrawal from the Cobean 
circuit leaves the company with- 
out a Cuban showcase. 

No need is felt for a Cuban 
flickery, it is said, because recent 
openings of unaffiliated theatres 
has given Par sufficient outlets on 
the island. 





British Repertory Co. To 
Tour Holland in ‘Earnest’ 


Amsterdam, Dec. 13. 

Tour of key cities in the Nether- 
lands will be played by the Bir- 
mingham (England) Repertory 
Theatre company in “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” for 
two weeks, beginning next Feb. 21. 
Dates will include Amsterdam, The 
Hague, Rotterdam, Hilversum and 
Utrecht. 

Visit will be sponsored by the 
Anglo-Netherlands Society, in Lon- 
don, and arrangements are being 
made by Dr. J. de Blieck, of the 
Nederlandisch Impresariat here. 
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Lust Tells King 
What Is Wrong 
With Hollywood 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

When Henry King, 20th-Fox pro- 
ducer, met with local exhibitors 
here to ask their views on what's 
wrong with motion pictures, he got 
it chapter and verse from the vet- 
eran Sidney Lust. Lust, 35 years 
in the business and operator of a 
chain of houses in the D. C. area, 
laid it on the line this way: 

1. Hollywood should cut out 
some of the excessive expenses 
which are passed on to the exhibi- 
tor in the form of high rentals. 

2. Pictures are not as good as 
they used to be, and there is no 
excuse for the deterioration. 

3, With business as bad as it is. 
the producer could do a lot more 
in the form of exploitation. Lust 
«harged that the distributors are 
confining exploitation to show- 
cases and neglecting class nabe sit- 
uations. He said that with help 
from Holiywood, the pictures 
would play off longer in the nabes. 

4. Exhibitors understand and ap- 
preciate the loss of the foreign 
markets, but resent being saddled 
with higher prices to make up the 
difference. 

5. It is a shame producers do 
not try harder to control unneces- 
sary scandals in the industry, 
which particularly hurt the box- 
office in family-type houses. 

6. There should be a_ unified 
drive to elminate that 20% admis- 
sions tax. 

7. Studios should make their 
own trailers for some of the bigger 
films. If they were ready on time 
and good enough, theatres would 
show them two or three weeks in 
advance to provide a long buildup 
for the better pix. 

8. There are too many reissues 
and patrons are beginning to 
grumble about them. 

9. There is a need for more 
family-type pictures like the Dr. 
Kildare and Aldrich family series. 


Ned Irish 


Continued from page 1 =——— 


















ticket orders, Irish averred. He 
quoted several as writing that they 
had first become acquainted with 
college ball via video last year and. 
since the games this year are not 
on TV, they feel they have to buy 
ducats to attend the games in per- 
son. Still others, Irish said, have 
written that they blame the Gar- 


-_ ee 


TV-Accented Garden 


Underscoring the confidence 
of Madison Garden Corp, 
N. Y., in the use of television 
es an aid to sports grosses, 
exec director Ned Irish de- 
clared that video is “definitely 
being counted on” for the pro- 
posed new Garden to be built 
near Columbus Circle in Man- 
hattan. While Irish declined 
further comment, it is known 
that architects working on the 
project have consulted regu- | 
larly with NBC tele execs on 
incorporating TV in the plans. 

Irish said the Garden is 
“making substantial progress” 
in negotiations for the pro- 
posed property site. Once 
those negotiations. are com- 
pleted, he said, it will take 
from six months to a year to 
take possession of the prop- 
erty and then another three 
years to complete erection of 
the structure. 





den for the absence of the video 
cameras this season. Latter at- 
tended one or two games last vear 
but, in retribution, have decided to 
boycott the Garden. 

For the most part, Irish said, he 
concurs with the TV execs who 
maintain that a worthwhile attrac- 
tion will draw a heavy gate, 
whether it is televised or not. On 
those fights in which TV was 
banned, the promoters didn’t do 
the business they anticipated, indi- 
cating the matches in themselves 
were not of sufficient quality to. 
lure the customers. Radio, accord- 
ing to Irish, did its biggest job for 
‘boxing in taking the sport out of 
the back rooms and making it “gen- 
tlemanly” so that women could at- 
tend. TV, he maintained, can be | 
even more valuable if it gets the 
opportunity. 


Goetzes’ $3,500 Par Deal | 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. | 
Under their new writing ticket | 
with Paramount, Augustus and | 
Ruth Goetz, husband-wife script- 
ing team, will be paid $3,500 week- 
ly or thereabouts jointly. Deal 
runs for five years during which 
period they will write at least three 
screenplays. Although the pact is 
tabbed exclusive, the Goetzes may | 
de other scripting chores in the 
event that Par has no assignment 
for them. 
Writing team did the adaptation | 
of William Wyler’s “The Heiress” 
from their own long-run Broad- 
way play. They also have com- 
pleted the screenplay for “Carrie 
Ames,” projected Wyler filmization 
of Theodore Dreiser's “Sister Car- 
rie. 


COL’S B’KLYN PREEM 
BECAUSE OF OK TERMS 


In a swing away from Broadway, 
Columbia Pictures has scheduled 
the New York preem of one of its 
top pictures, “Tell It to the Judge,” 
at the Loew’s Metropolitan in 
Brooklyn, Dec. 29. The Rosalind 
Russeil-Robert Cummings co-star- 
rer was switched away from sev- 
eral possible Broadway houses un- 
der a new company policy to preem 
pix where they will earn the most 
money for the distrib end. 

Several previous New York 
openings of Columbia films wound 
up with the latter getting more 
prestige than profits. In the 
Broadway houses, the company is 
required 
newspaper advertising and mar- 
quee dressing in addition to giv- 
ing the exhib a big cut of the box- 
office. Theory behind the off- 
Broadway opening is that while 
the overall gross may be lower, 
the distrib take will usually be 
higher. 

Two other Col pix, meantime, 
are opening at the Palace in the 
relatively minor positions of be- 
ing supporting film fare to the 
vaude lineup. “And Baby Makes 
Three,” a Robert Young-Barbara 
Hale starrer, bows in at the vaude 
house tomorrow (Thurs.) with Wal]- 
ter Wanger’s production, “The 
Reckless Moment,” with Joan Ben- 
nett and James Mason, following 
next week. 


Massey-Powell Teamed 
In Canadian Pix Prod. 


Toronto, Dec. 20. 
British producer Michael Powell 
arrived ‘here over the weekend 
from London via New York on plans 
to go into production in Canada 
with actor Raymond Massey. 











_They'd reportedly be financed by plied by four those of 
|Massey’s family, wealthy owners Years.” 
' Gaumont Palace, a 6,000-seater 


of the Massey-Harris Co., farm 
implements manufacturers. 


Powell, on his arrival, was 


‘closeted with Odeon-Rank theatre tide. 


officials here and then motored te 
sey, Raymond’s brother. Vincent, 
who was the Canadian govern- 


production financing and planning. 
British producer was scheduled 


to go from the Massey home to | 


Ottawa to confer with government 
officials there on the Canadian 
production plans and return here 
today ‘Tuesday) or tomorrow. 
Powell is partnered with Emeric 
Pressburger in production in Eng- 


\land. They've recently completed 
,shooting of the Sir Alexander 
-Korda-David O. Selznick produc- 
‘tion, “Gone to Earth.” 





Lawrence’s Coast Quickie 
Jock Lawrence, exec veepee of 


J. Arthur Rank’s American wing, | 
yesterday | 


planed to the Coast 
‘Tues.) accompanied by his wife. 
Lawrence brought with him a 
rough cut of Noel Coward's “The 
Astonished Heart” for submission 
to Joseph I. Breen, production 
code administrator, and screenings 
for Universal studio toppers. 
“Astonished” is the first of two 
pix which Rank and U are jointly 
producing in Britain. Lawrence 
returns east Wednesday (28). 





Colman Exits ‘Music’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Ronald Colman withdrew from 
his role as a song-and-dance man 
in “Mr. Music” at Paramount. 
Thesp had been signed for a 


square-dance specialty with Bing 


Crosby and Groucho Marx, but 
probably decided the competition 
was too strong. 


to expend heavily on | 





Continued from page 9 jana 
“Red Shoes”, with 185,000 pesos 


“Bells of St. Mary” with 


168,000. 

In Bogota, Colombia, “Joan” 
played the St. Jorge, Aladino and 
Faenza day-and-date for a record 
47,000 pesos. Nearest figure to 
that was 37,000 scored by the Latin 
American fave, Cantinflas, in “Su- 
persabro.” 

In the first four days at the Polit- 


sana theatre, Lisbon, house stayed | 


open all night to give “Joan” 121,- 
000 escudos. “Best Years” got 
114,000, “Sinbad the Sailor” 109,- 
000 and “Bells” 84,000. 

| One of the most sensational over- 
seas runs was at the Rex and Gau- 
mont Palace theatre in Paris, 
lwhere for the first week “Joan” 
‘did 20,000,000 francs as compared 
to 8,000,000 for “Years,” 13,500,000 
for Disney’s 


000 for “Notorious.” 





‘Joan’s’ French Draw 
Paris, Dec. 21. 


Walter Wanger’s return on 
“Joan of Arc” from continental 
Europe is likely to be about $800,- 
,000, less distributor’s fee. Only 
pic that could ever be compared 
‘to “Joan” in France was “Snow 
White,” which, prewar, grossed 
over 20,000,000 francs ($80,000), 
although at the time the franc 
could be considered worth about 
15 times more than now, making 
the value then about $1,200,000. 
Following an intensive publicity 
‘campaign orchestrated by Elias 
Lapinere, Marcel Gentel, French 
RKO chieftain, offered the picture 
on terms which at first made ex- 
hibs think he was kidding. Taking 
\“Best Years” as a gauge, Gentel 
insisted on minimum guarantees at 
‘least three times higher. This re- 
‘sulted in considerable exhib cool- 
iness. For about two months the 
gamble remained just that. Then 
one exhib signed on the dotted line, 
‘and then another, after which it 
‘became a mad scramble. Not only 


'was RKO selling “Joan” at top) 


figures, but since the bluff had not 
been called, they took advantage 
of it to sell their full block. 

This method might have made 
imany suckers of the exhibs had it 
‘not been that, realizing that unless 
they made good, they would lose 
itheir shirts, they plugged the pic- 
itures by backing it with exploita- 


tion campaigns practically without | 


precedent here. On the average, 
\where the picture has already 
been played, the minimum guar- 
antee, three times higher than the 
rental on “Best Years,” has been 
exceeded by the returns of “Joan,” 
\which in most cases have mullti- 
“Best 


‘which played “Joan,” has booked 
|Warners’ “Don Juan” over Yule- 
But they are putting on, as 
a siage show, a condensed version 


| the country home of Vincent Mas- of the Lido Club revue that will 


thus double in the film heuse, at 
‘an approximate weekly cost of of 


/ment’s chief rep in England for $5,000. They are alse trying to 
|many years, will participate in the arrange for p.a. of Errol Flynn. 





‘Joan’ in Belge Record 

} Brussels, Dec. 13. 

| RKO’s “Joan of Arc” topped all 
Belgian records, taking in $100,000 
| in five weeks at the Eldorado here. 
| Metro's “Three Musketeers” drew 
| half that amount in nine weeks at 
{the Camea, while receipts for 
‘Warner's “Don Juan” totaled 
|about $33,000 for a two-week en- 
|gagement in two houses. 

| RKO, with 23 releases here 


‘against 42 by Metro, has out-. 


grossed the latter company, which 
has five theatres here. 





Argentine Pix Slapped 


Madrid, Dec. 6. 

Evideatly dissatisfied with the 
Spanish-Argentine agreement about 
the exchange of pix, the Madrid 
press is rather harsh, when there 
is a possibility, with what is sent 
here from Buenos Aires. Latest 
pic under fire is “La Comparsita,” 
produced by Estudios San Miguel, 
_ Starring Hugo del Carrillo and pre- 
sented at the Cinema Imperial by 
Cifesa. 

In contrast, rave notices have 
‘been published after the premiere 
of “Joan of Arc.” presented simul- 
taneously at the Pompeya (‘newest 
|Madrid firstrun house) and the 
Palace. At the Colisseum, “Ham- 
let” has reached a fifth week of full 
|houses. At the Palacio de la 

‘vensa, “The Three Musketeers” 
is in its third week. 


“Three Caballeros,” | 
|12,500,000 for “Sinbad” and 10,000,- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 

March of Time (20th-Fox) latest, “A Chance To Live,” is a sort of 
‘an Italian Boys’ Town, telling of the indoctrination of Carlo, a Rome 
' shoeshine boy, into the Boys’ Republic at Santa Marinella, a town near 
the Holy City. Picture traces the organization of this boys’ community 
from its original beginning as a “Shoeshine Hotel” for the ragamuffins 
‘of Rome into a self-governing boys’ community via a kindly Irish 
priest; how this has developed into four such Italo Boys’ Towns—and 
that these have given help to nearly 20,000 homeless youngsters and 
| even now house 2,000 boys. These are the boys, dregs of the last war, 
who, through no fault of their own, are left penniless and with no 
parents or homes. It unfolds the good work this Boys’ Republic is 
| doing through help from charitable organizations in U. S. and Italy. 
| Whai plot there is concerns Carlo, one of the Rome shoeshine lads best 
known to American G.I.’s, and his gradual development from a lost 
toughie into a thrifty youngster with a trade. 





RKO’s experiment in “guaranteeing” customer enjoyment of 20th- 
Fox’s “Everybody Does It” at some 21 houses of its nabe circuit in 
Manhattan, bronx and Westchester early this month, by offering passes 
to future shows if the payee didn’t like the film, appears to have clicked 
solidly. In a five-day run of the pic ending Dec. 11 only 250 requests 
were made for “guest tickets,” and the overall gross reportedly tallied 
$160,000. Results of the entertainment value insurance, incidentally, 
were almost identical with audience reaction in several out-of-town 
tests. At those theatres few sought passes. 

RKO Theatres in Minneapolis are following their Brooklyn theatres’ 
lead with a “ticket-back-if-you’re-not-pleased” guarantee with “Holiday 
Affair.” Stunt landed the Orpheum, Minneapolis, a half-page \ayout of 
‘shots from the film in last Saturday’s Star, along with an accompanying 
story in boldface type, telling about the offer. 





National Board of Review last week was unable to find an outstanding 
femme-thesping performance during 1949 in voting its annual film 
awards. After an intensive 0.0. of the distaff side, Board decided to 
skirt its usual female and male best performance awards in favor of a 
top performance mention to Ralph Richardson for his limning in “The 
Heiress” and “Fallen Idol.” Best picture kudoes went to the Mayer- 
| Burstyn Italian-language pic, “The Bicycle Thief.” Vittorio de Sica, 
| film’s director, took the directorial award while Graham Greene's script 
for “Fallen Idol” also won out. As 10 best films, Board chose: 1, 
“Bieycle”; 2, “The Quiet One”; 3, “Intruder in the Dust”; 4, “The 
| Heiress”; 5, “Devil in the Flesh”; 6, “Quartet”; 7, “Germany Year 
| Zero”; 8, “Home of the Brave”; 9, “Letter to Three Wives”; 10, ‘Fallen 
' Idol.” 
| 





Datty Vartety had a story last week about a nun acting as agent for 
a once famous singer who, after being en the rocks for years, pulled 
herself together and joined the church. There she met a nun who had 
| among her pupils the son of a top agent. The nun got the agent and 
the singer together and things look very promising. 
| Funny twist to the story is that Frank Scully has a yarn out called 
|“The Nun Who Knew Pictures” and deals with a very similar situation 
| except that the singer was a young girl much as Deanna Durbin was 
| when she broke in and the nun had been a former agent before joining 
| holy orders. Scully's story is set in Hollywood, whereas the story that 
| broke in Hollywood happened in New York. 





When “Give Us This Day” opened yesterday (Tues.) at Rialto. N. Y., 
most of marquee and tobby advertising gave the title equal billing with 
the picture’s original tag, “Christ In Concrete.” Rialto management 
wanted to use the same title as when the picture was originally re- 
leased in England, but Eagle Lion, which is distributing in the U. S., 
insisted that the “This Day” tag be used, at the behest of the Johnston 
office. Although Eagle Lion is not rated a major company, it followed 
the request of the MPAA. Attitude of the theatre is that “Christ in 
Concrete” is the more forceful title, and decided to give it equal show- 
ing with the “This Day” tag. 





There’s a new era dawning for exhibs in which all the guesswork 
will be eliminated from the quality of their popcorn, even if not from 
their screen fare. Elmer C. Rhoden, National Theatres exec. is develop- 
ing a new corn popping machine which will automaticaily add the 
butter and salt. Currently that’s a big problem for exhibs who add 
the seasoning at their own discretion and sometimes make unpaliatabie 
mistakes. Rhoden, who recently returned to the U. S. after a European 


tour with NT prexy Charles Skouras, said that the 500 houses in the 
NT circuit grossed $13,000,000 on candy and popcorn last year. 





All Par Execs Stay 


Continued from Dn —=—E——————— 


born chain taking over all U. S.| Raibourn as veepee. It is believed 
Par houses, shoved into high this that Austin C. Keough will be 
week when its board conclaved | named secretary as well as veepee 
| to elect first-year officers. As ex-| while Alfred W. Schwalberg is set 
| pected, Leonard Goldenson was in the top distribution post. 
named prez; Walter A. Gross, | Whether departmentalization of 
veepee; Robert O’Brien, secretary-| Paramount will mean the creation 
treasurer; J. L. Brown, ass’t treas- of a new studio subsid is still being 
_urer; and Si Siegel, comptroller. | studied by the company’s attor- 
| UP’s board is manned by Gold- | neys. If so, Ginsberg will head 
enson, Gross, O'Brien, John A./up that division. New distrib sub- 
_Coleman, member of Adler, Cole-| sid is beiag formed as a tax meas- 
man & Co., brokerage firm; Walter | ure with Schwalberg as prez and 
| P. Marshall, prez of Western Union | E. K. (Ted) O’Shea as veepee. 
Telegraph Co.; William T. Kilborn | [t will absorb a number of state- 
of Flannery, Bolt & Co.; and E.| wide distrib units operating pre- 
Chester Gersten, head of Public | viously under the parent company. 
National Bank & Trust Co. All As a final step toward the immi- 
| these directors were first designat-' nent divorcement, Federal Judge 
,ed in the prospectus mailed to Alfred C. Coxe this week okayed 
_ stockholders some months ago. a voting trust agreement made be- 
| Technical New Deals ‘tween Paramount and the Bank 
Negotiations to clarify certain of New York & Fifth Avenue Bank 
contracts of studio execs and) (one institute). Latter is trustee 
others have started rumors of im- of all UP stock and has the power 
pending changes in the production- to vote it on selection of directors. 








distribution setup. However, it is 
personnel shifts. Reportediy, Hen- 

ry Ginsberg, Par’s veepee in 

present one, which expires two ‘ary-treasurer, was elected prexy 
years hence. e of Balaban & Katz yesterday (19), 
disclose continuation of Adolph and treasurer, moves up to v-P. 
Zukor as board chairman, it is| Veepees Walter Immerman, Leon- 


reliably said that the dickerings 
are merely technical in nature 
rather than implying important 
charge of production, is also nego- 
tiating with the prospects of ob- Chicago, Dec. 20. 
taining a longer ticket than his| J0hn Balaban, formerly secre- 
Announcement of the new pic-, Succeeding his brother Barney Bal- 
ture company’s top-echelon lineup aban, prez of Paramount Pictures. 
is expected momentarily. It will Elmer Upton, former asst. sec. 
said, as well as Barney Balaban as | ard Goldenson and Arthur Gold- 
president. Fred Mohrhardt will berg continue their posts under 
‘continue as treasurer and Paul new setup. 
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handled with know-how treatment 
by producer Hal Wallis, who tosses 
in sound production values for 
best effect. This title has nothing 
to do with the yesteryear play of 
similar title. 

I.zabeth Scott and Diana Lynn 
are the sisters, latter the younger, 
wno fs selfish and irresponsible. 
Elder sister lavishes all her love 
upon the other, even to point of 
helping her marry the man, Rob- 
ert Cummings. whom she herself 
loves Into this triangle is insert- 
ed situation of danger of childbirth 
for either. due to heritage strain. 
and how. in end, elder sister, wed 


now to former brother-in-law, 
bears a child, in knowledge she 
cannot live. so she can present 


baby to husband and ex-wife, to 
take place of child she accidentally 
killed. 

There are numerous unusual as- 
pects to story which will appeal 
especially to femmes, but may ap- 
pear rather fantastic to male audi- 
ences. This has been developed in 
script by Robert Blees and Charles 
Schnee, based upon true story by 
Dr. Frederic M. Loomis in Reader's 
Digest. William Dieterle in his di- 
rection has made best use of dra- 
matie values 


Miss Seow iurns in capital per- 
formance as unselfish sister, and 
Miss Lynn likewise handles her 
role with distinction Cummings 


gives a shrewd portrayal, and Eve 
Arden and Frank McHugh supply 
light moments of picture. Stanley 
Ridges, Ray Collins and Louis Jean 


Heyvdt are excellent in = smaller 

roles. Whit. 
The Surf 
(SWEDISH) 

Hyperio Films release of Films AB 
Skandinavien production Stars Inerid 
Bergman. Directed by Ivar Johansson. 
Story. Henning Ohlason: camera. Julius 
Jaenzon. At Ambassador, N. Y., starting 
Dec. 16, "49. Running time. 64 MINS. 
Karin Incrid Berman 
Daniel Nordeman Sten Lindgren 
Pelle Bror Olsson 
Tore Svennberg Mr. Nordeman 


Carl Strom 
Wevler Hildebrand 
Stig 


Karin’s Father 
Eider Pastor 
Karin’s Child 

(In Swedish: English Titles) 

“The Surf’ probably was a tor- 
rid love story when it was first re- 
leased in Sweden in 1937. And pos- 
sibly had enough s.a. episodes to 
make it saleable in this country. 
But the present, obviously scis- 
sored version merely shows an In- 
grid Bergman of 12 years ago. 
emoting for a Swedish director in 
a tired, familiar story. Film re- 
portedly has been held up for 
vears by censorship troubles in the 
U. S., and the censorial lads have 
done a real job of handling the 
shears. Even with ballyhooing the 
sex scenes ‘which are mere vague 
flashes in film). this looks like a 
mild entry for arty houses. 

Vehicle has two strikes against 
it from the ontcet because filled 
with most of film-producing de- 
fects of 12 vears ago. And Swedish 
product technicue was not espe- 
cially strong then. It is photo- 
graphed largely outdoors and the 
production staff did not wait al- 
wavs for best lighting. 

Story of a young pastor who is 
left alone with a fisherman's come- 
ly daughter because a_ raging 
storm prevents the father from re- 
turning, as scheduled. is told in a 
ponderous manner. Said young 
pastor (yielding to earthly passions, 
the titles sav) snends the night 
with the girl and a child is born 
out of wedlock. This affair is 
sketchily told in the present ver- 
sion. He suffers a brain concus- 
sion when he runs madly out into 
the storm, but several years later 
returns to wed the girl. 

Thesvian efforts are very stilted, 
even Miss Bergman at Times being 
almost reminiscent of a silent-film 
actress. The Bergman of this pic- 
ture is a far cry from the actress 
of today. Support is made up of 
tvpice! Swedish screen talent avail- 
ahle at that time. Sten Lindgren is 
okay as the young clergyman 
though often overly pompous. 

Wear. 
Mava 
(FRENCH) 
Paris. Dec. 8. 

Tux release of Ivarron production. Di- 
rected by Ravmond Bernard. Written by 
Simon Gantillon, Raymond Bernard. Stars 
Viviane Romance: features Dalio, 4. P. 
Grenier. inkilinoft. Camera. Andre 
Thomas: music. Georges Avric: editor, 


Charlotte Guilbert. At Paramount. Paris. 
Renning time, 80 MINS. 


Viviane Romance 
Jean J. P. Grenier 
Steward Dalio 


Hindu Inkijinoft 


Viviane Romance makes the film 
well exploitable on her obvious 
physical charms. Besides the as- 
sets of Miss Romance, the pic's 
wide-angle. deep-focus photogra- 
phy, exciting compositions and 
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arty treatment may well make it) 
a good sureseater bet. Story is. 
the familiar Gallic treatment of | 
the sailor in a port of call, and) 
the amorous adventures of all the) 
beauty-starved men. Film gives a| 
twist to the ancient tale, and) 
makes it a study of illusion set) 
in an eerie, weblike redlight sec- 
tion of the port. There will be 
dissension among the critics on the 
art value, but the exploitation 
angle is there. 

Miss Romance is a local prosti- 
tute who is some lost illusion to 
every man; a first love for one, an 
unattainable passion for the next 
one, and hope for another. Into 
her life comes Jean, who insists she 
is his Marie, and will take her 
away from all this. After she de- 
cides to try to escape with Jean, 
fate steps in and drags him off on 
his ship as she runs alongside on 
the quay. Then she goes back to 
become Maya, the lost symbol of 
all who walk the sordid sections 
of the port. 

Inkijinoff is properly eerie as 
the symbolic incarnation of illu- 
sion who plays the Greek chorus 
to the ensuing tragedy. The mood 
lighting is kind to Miss Romance, 
and she emerges as the incarnation 
of the woman who is all things to 
every man. Photography is crisp 
and fitting, and the music is just 
accompaniment to the enactment 
of futility. With proper exploita- 

», pic can have a good stateside 
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| Italian Prod. | 

y Continued from page 3 

Source.” He said he hopes to put 


the first into production early in 
the year and the second by spring 
or summer. 

Inability of his Italian partners 
to provide the lire they had prom- 
ised for production caused the 
blowup of the “Duchess” deal, 
Wanger said. He expressed satis- 
faction, however, that the arrange- 
ment fell through, for he feels it 
more advantageous to work in 
Britain and France, where produc- 
tion -bankrolls are plentiful and 
working conditions more efficient. 

Wanger was accompanied home 
from abroad by his wife, Joan 
Bennett, and his family. They 
wanted to spend the holidays in 
the U. S. and Miss Bennett is 
scheduled to report to Metro 
Jan. 3 for the start of shooting 
on “Father of the Bride.” Miss 
Bennett headed for the Coast im- 
mediately on arriving in New York 
early last week, while Wanger 


stayed east until the weekend. 





B’klyn Par 
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the feature would have been a low- 
key $500 or thereabouts, consider- 








ing both the time of the year and. 


week and the fact that “The Great 
Lover,” top-billed pic. closed the 
following day. 

Management tagged results as 
good. “We would: have been dead 
ducks for the evening on a conven- 
tional film show.” according to Rob- 
ert M. Weitman. Paramount divi- 
sion chief, who directs both Brook- 
lyn and N. Y. Paramount thea- 
tres. The house, he said, has now 
lined up four more weekly games 
with the Baltimore Colonials tak- 
ing on the home team next Mon- 
day. 

Buildup on attendance is figured 
from the free sports space being 
corralled for the event. Number 


‘of sports scribes, including Frank 


Graham and Jimmy Cannon, were 
on hand at the opener. Local 
Brooklyn sheets played up Dem 
Bums’ basketbal! activities with co- 
pious photos, descriptive material, 
etc. 

House racked up solid biz on 
sweets, which candy butchers 
hawked during halves. Take came 
to $300. Number of Brooklyn fan 
clubs turned out for the starter, 
and the rooting added color and ex- 
citement. Game was played on a 
regulation-size court against a black 
back-drop. Apron kept the ball 
from bouncing into the orchestra 
So no netting was needed for that 
purpose. 

Normally a double-bill house, 
management kept the show from 
running overlong by dropping the 
second feature. No upped admis- 
sions were charged. 

Gil Hodges, Eddie Miksis, Don 
Newcombe, Ralph Branca and Gene 
Hermanski will permanently staff 
the home team. 


Ne Reom at the Inn 


“No Room at the Inn,” Brit- 
ish-made, opening at the Em- 
bassy (42d St.) theatre, N. Y., 
Saturday (24), was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Nov. 
10, 1948. This filmization of 
the former West End success 
of the same name “bears obvi- 
ous traces of its theatrical 
origin, being restricted in set- 
tings and lacking movement,” 
according to reviewer Myro 
who noted “its fate in America 
is predetermined by the over- 
whelming use of Cockney 
English, which dominates the 
entire script.” Yarn revolves 
around a group of evacuee 
and orphaned children, 
boarded out with a drunken 
woman, who feeds the kids on 
scraps, while she soaks in gin. 
Picture is being released in 
the U. S. by Stratford Films. 
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new alignment, include Clark Ga- 
ble, Loretta Young, Edward G. 
Robinson, Joel McCrea, Linda Dar- 
nell, Peter Lawford, Frank Capra, 
Henry Koster, Al Hall, Charles 
Vidor, William A. Wellman, John 
Farrow, Stuart Heisler, Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz, Larry Parks, Adolphe 
Menjou, Farley Granger, Melvyn 
Douglas, Madeleine Carroll, Rob- 
ert Mitchum, Robert Montgomery, 
Elsa Lanchester, Carey Wilson, 
Vincente Minnelli, Eve Arden, Vir- 
ginia Van Upp, James Hilton, El- 


lictt Nugent. Robert Ryan and 
Walter B.ennan. 
UAC’s Directorate 
The Levee-Stark, Goldstone- 


Willmer and Vic Orsatti combine 
brings together three of the most 
powerful smaller talent agencies. 
Directorate will comprise M. C. 
(Mike) Levee, Nat C. Goldstone, 
Ray Stark, Vice Orsatti, George 
Willmer, George Gottfriend, and 
M. C. Levee, Jr. Election of of- 
ficers will take place Jan. 3. 

Plans are under way for the 
construction of a Beverly Hills 
building and present offices will 
be utilized until the building is 
completed. Orsatti will move into 
the G-W offices for the time being. 

For some time, smaller agents 
have been complaining bitterly at 
Artists Managers Guild meetings 
that “The Big Four are ganging 
up on us.” The top agency quartet 
had been listed as MCA, Famous 
Artists, Morris and Berg-Allen- 
berg, latter now with Morris. With 
the new lineup, the Big Four are 
now figured to be MCA, Morris, 
Famous and UAC. 

For the past few months, MCA 
had been reported dickering for 
the takeover of the Berg-Allenberg 


‘roster, but rumors had been con- 


sistently denied. Reports started 
cropping up shortly after Phil 
Berg retired from the agency busi- 
ness. Merger by Morris came as 


a surprise. 
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children, we would not have passed 
it, but the Auditorium audience 
was 98° adult and knew what it 
was getting.” 

He added that the Board's recent 
green-lighting of “Home of the 
Brave” (UA), “Pinky” (Fox) and 
“Intruder in the Dust” (RKO), 
“was influenced by an inkling of 
what the court's attitude probably 
would be.” 

Binford then exploded again by 
Stating to Variery: “We still 
would ban ‘Lost Boundaries’ on the 
ground that the leading character. 
a Negro passing as a white, was an 
imposter and a liar. The people 
of his New Hampshire home .town 
resented him until the minister in 
the film smoothed it over.” 

Louis de Rochemont’s “Lost 
Boundaries” played on two dif- 
ferent occasions to SRO biz at the 
Joy theatre in West Memphis, 
Ark., 10 miles from downtown 
Memphis. 


No Ill Feeling in N. H. 


Variety reported Sept 14 in a 
story from Keene, N. H.. that 
“Lost Boundaries,” film referred 
to by Binford, “had caused no 
prejudice or antagonism among 
Keene citizens” against Dr. Albert 
C. Johnston, Sr., and his family. 
It was Dr. Johnston's story of pass- 
ing for white for many years that 
inspired Louis de Rochemont to 
make “Boundaries.” 

In an interview by Vartetry with 
Mrs. Johnston she said she was 
glad that she and her husband had 
permitted production of the film. 
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| eunfente against whom it wanted 
‘action taken Griffith Amus. Co., 
Griffith Consolidated Theatres, R. 
'E. Griffith Theatres, Westex Thea- 
‘tres, and Theatre Enterprises, so 
'far as its theatres in Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Texas are con- 
/cerned. Named as individual de- 
fendants are H. J. Griffith and 
L. C. Griffith. 

Government's 
ment includes 
junctions: 

1. From combining or conspir- 
ing with any other corporate de- 
fendant, or with any other exhib- 
itor. in licensing any picture for 
exhibition, from licensing through 
anyone known to be acting for the 


proposed judg- 
the following in- 


other defendants; or from booking 


other theatre than those 
corporate defendants 
have financial interest. 

2. From. entering franchise 
agreements, formula deals or mas 
ter agreements. From licensing ex- 
cept for one theatre at a time, or 
knowingly obtaining discriminatory 
terms or conditions. 

3. From licensing pictures in 
competitive situations for a five 
year period, except where the film 
is offered to the competition on a 
bid basis. 

4. From owning directly or indi 
rectly stock in any other corporate 
defendant. or having overlapping 
officers or directors, or attempting 
to control or influence the busi 
ness of the other corporate de- 
fendants. 


for any 
in which 


5. From owning. directly or in- 
directly (‘in the case of the in- 
dividual defendants) stock in 


more than one corporate defend- 
ant, or being an officer or director 
of more than one, or participating 
in the affairs of more than one. 
Griffith Consolidated, which op- 
erates 135 theatres, would be re- 
quired to sell 27 allegedly acquired 
via “abuse of the circuit buying 
power” and another nine to open 
up closed situations. Theatre En- 
terprises, Inc., would be required 


to sell 12 acquired “as a result 
of abuse of the circuit buying 
power” and another 36 to open 


up closed situations. 

Divestitures would have to be 
accomplished within three years. 
and the defendants could acquire 
no new theatres without court per- 
mission. 


| Warner Chain 


Continued from page. 5 eae! 


One report ‘names both Si 
Fabian, circuit operator, and Serge 
Semenenko, exec veepee of The 
First National Bank of Boston. as 
active in negotiations. Since the 
price would’ exceed 
reports are to the 














— effect that a number of banks are 
_tied into the operation. 


Gov't Nixed Family Deal 


Warners are said to be putting 
the chain on the block after a 
Government veto of an original 
Proposal which would have per- 
mitted the brothers to split up, 
with Harry and Jack sticking to 
the production - distribution unit 
and Albert going with exhibition. 
By reaching a deal with the Gov- 
ernment, most of the chain can be 
yee together for an advantageous 
eal. 


Any consent decree would re- 
quire the approval of the stock- 
holders. If a sale of the cirenit was 
put through. the shareholders 
would undoubidely collect a fat 
capital gains dividend. Hence. it 1s 
expected that their approval 
would be forthcoming. Moreover. 
stockholders would thereupon be 
given equivalent shares in a pure- 
ly production - distribution cor- 
pany. 

It is believed that one reason 
for the sharp climb in quotes on 
Warner stock stems from the pos- 
sibility of an outright sale of the 
chain. Negotiations with the Gov- 
ernment for a settlement would be 
enough to send up the price some- 
what but a capital gains dividend 
is bound to give the stock a fast 
ride. 

_ Besides the negotiations by a 
Ziant syndicate to buy the 443 
theatres intact. a number of small- 
er syndicates have been dickering 
with Warners for smaller circuits. 
These interests are bidding for re- 
gional chains which they want 
chopped off the national circuit. Ii 
is not likely that the Warners wi!] 
go for the smaller transactions un- 
less the sale of the entire circuit 
proves unfeasible. 





‘SKOURAS SAYS 20TH’S 
TAKE WILL EXCEED ’48 


Twentieth-Fox prez Sypros P. 
Skouras, in a quarterly report to 
stockholders issued yesterday 
(Tues.), predicted both domestic 
and foreign rentals will exceed the 
company’s 1948 take. While laying 
particular stress on the cut in for- 
eign grosses resulting from deval- 
uation abroad, he also anticipatea 
“satisfactory” foreign’ rentals for 
1950. . 

Predicting that earnings for the 
current quarter, which ends Dec. 
31, will exceed the final quarter 
last year, the 20th prez anticipated 
domestic rentals for 1949 at $62.- 
000,000, as compared to $54,204,000 
in 1948. Rentals from abroad this 
year were estimated at $31,500,000, 
as compared to $30,044,000 in 1948. 
Skouras forecast good results from 
the reopening of film markets in 
Germany, the Dutch East Indies 
and Japan, adding that 20th had 
reestablished its own sales organi- 
zations in the first two countries 
but that Japan was still under 
military control. 

Dollar remittances from abroad 
during the first*48 weeks ending 
Nov. 26 were $11,300,000, Skouras 
said. Company during that period 
spent $4,500,000 in foreign produc- 
tion and $1,900,000 for purchase of 
stories and theatre acquisitions, 
for a total of $17,700,000 in un- 
frozen currency. During the com- 
parable period in 1948, the amount 
of money de-iced totaled $18,000.- 
000 
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tion, company took it on its sales 
chin. ; 

Eagle Lion, another case in 
point, was hamstrung by a dire 
shortage of product suffered be- 
cause of the shuttering of its stue 
dio and other factors. Since the 
company was forced to scrape the 
barrel for most of the year. its 
sales revenues went into rapid de- 
cline. 

20th-Fox’s $8,000,000 More 

Dramatizing distrib’s recupera- 
tlon was a report made by Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox’s prez, to com- 
pany personnel last week. Skouras 
iold his aides that 20th would gross 
$8.000,000 more this year from the 
sales wing than in 1948. Com- 
pany took in $5,000,000-$6,000.000 
more in ‘49 than at any time in its 
past history to bring 20th’s total 
domestic revenues to approximate- 
ly $62,000,000. 

With its current strong lineup of 
product, Metro has crossed the 
$1,000,000 weekly figure. It just 
about equals 1948 on gross reve- 
nues, bul is considerabiy ahead on 
profits. Along with the other com- 
panies, Metro’s net has gotten a 
ride from the economy measures 
first put into effect several years 
ago. Paramount's last half-year is 
also looking up sharply. Company 
is now grossing a little short of 
$1,000,000 weekly and has been do- 
ing so since the beginning of cool- 
er weather. From a net of $565.- 
768 for the first six months. its 
take hopped to $2,370.000 after 
computing the third quarter. 

Having just filed its final quar- 
ter gross with the SEC, Universa!'s 
overall business amounts to $56.- 
744,000 for the fiscal year ended 
Oct. 30. Total is slightly off from 
$57.989.307 copped in 1948, but 
the big difference is in the amorti- 
zation costs. Instead of a series 
of pix each running over the $1.- 
000.000 negative nut, U has been 
able to release product at consid- 
erably slashed cost. 

Republic's latest SEC report also 
shows the upgrade turn. For the 
13 weeks ended Oct. 29, Rep took 
in $6.824.203, which compares with 
$7.442.759 for 14 weeks ended the 
same date in ‘48. For the fiscal 
year which finaled Oct. 30, Rep's 
gross business amounted to approx- 
imately $1,000,000 more than the 
$27.072,636 racked up during the 
previous year. Against a loss of 
$564,499 for the preceding year. 
its net for the first six months of 
‘49 fotalled $504,456 in the black- 
ink side of the ledger. 

During the past week, Columbia 
officially reported a net take of 
$337,000 for the 13 weeks which 
closed Sept. 24. It compares with 
a loss of $23,000 for the equivalent 
period of ‘48. United Artists, 
Monogram and Film Classics are 
also coming up with better returns 
during the year. UA has substan- 
tially upped its domestic business 
with a better array of product than 
jthe company has had in a number 
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Former did “Death in the Doll’s 
House” for her first screen work, 
‘LeRoy “You're Only Young Twice.” oy? ee the rascler. 
Metro is another studio which the Champ; pa Any FS 
| went in heavily for new people Betty Lou Gerson, latter from 
| during 1949. There’s Denise Dar- | Tadio, “The Red Menace;” Barbara 
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Fuller, likewise from radio, ne | 





knowns in important parts. Suc- | 
cess of number of pictures attests 
to this, such films including’ 
“Champion,” “Home of _ the’ 
Brave,” “Not Wanted.” 
List of players who achieved | 
prominence in their respective | 
screen bows is impressive. Corinne | 
Calvet scored brightly in Hal) 
Wallis’ “Rope of Sand,” and 
David Brian, appearing opposite 
Joan Crawford in Warners’ ‘Fla- 
mingo Road” launched a career 


starred in RKO’s 


“Bed of Roses” 
with Joan Fontaine. 
Other pe who reached 


spotlighting rough their intro-'| 
ductory appearance include John | 
Derek, 
Any Door;” Audie Murphy, “Bad | 
Boy,” Allied Artists; Dean Martin | 
and Jerry Lewis, nitery entertain- | 
ers, in Hal Wallis’ “My Friend | 
Irma.” 

John Barrymore, Jr., as befits his 
case, drew feature billing in the Le- 
May-Templeton production, “The 
Sundowners,” and is away on a Ca- 
reer which looks bright. Micheline 


|cel, only femme in cast of “Rattle- | 
| ground,” who swung them to Sol | 
Lesser’s “Tarzan and the Slave | 
Girl.” Whole raft of promising tal- | 
ent made their first imprint upon | 


in Santana’s “Knock On public in “Battleground.” Included 


j/here are James Whitmore, Bruce 
Cowling, Guy Anderson, Tommy | 
| Breen. Breen is now in India star- | 
ring in Ken McEldowney’s “The | 
River.” Tom Ewell also came to) 
front, in “Adam‘s Rib”; James | 
Mitchell, from Broadway. cast of 
“Brigadoon,” in “Border Incident,” 
“Stars in My Crown”; Allan Dine- 
hart III, son of late actor, “You're 


Rebert Rockwe 

legit stage, played oy 4 
Estelita Rodriguez in “Belle of Old 
Mexico.” 


Others are Harold Lioyd, Jr., 
who bowed in Goldwyn’s “With All 
My Heart;” Keefe Brasselle, band 
singer, appearing first in Emeraid’s 
“Not Wanted,” then in Filmakers’ 
“Never Fear” and now under con- 
tract to Metro; Kathy Heath (Ida 
Lupino), “Not Wanted; High 
O’Brien and Eve Miller were oth- 
ers who got their first chance in 
this film. 


age Horde.” 




















“A. Scully, Universal's 


In an appeal to exhibs, William 
distribution 
veepee, is asking the theatre men 


‘to give top priority to the buildup 
‘of new faces. Noting that new 
‘personalities are of “tremendous 


importance” in keeping the indus- 
try in the entertainment forefront, 
Scully wants exhibs to concentrate 
in their own communities on doing 
“whatever they can to focus atten- 
tion on new faces.” 

“Since its inception our indus- 
try has been built in large part 


which since has skyrocketed. Joan Prelle (Presle), French actress, got Only Young Twice”; Kenneth Gar- on personalities,” U's sales chief 
ies 15-year-old daughter of her break opposite John Garfield cia, Los Angeles Little Theatre — said. “While the quality of motion 
Evans, y “ 4 in 20th-Fox’s “The Big Fall,” and graduate, “The Yellow Cab Man.” | pictures is paramount, we cannot 
writers Katherine Albert an Cecile Aubrey, French actress, hers Other new talent for the Culver Tax Repeal overlook the fact that star per- 
Dale Eunson, snagged title role opposite Tyrone Power in same City lot include Marcia Van Dyke, | Cantinnsé Geom 3 sonalities have a tremendous in- 
in Samuel Goldwyn’s “Roseanna company's “The Black Rose.” Sally niece of late W. S. Van Dyke, who _— fluence on boxoffice returns. If 
McCoy” for her initial appearance, Forrest did top spot in Emerald’s impressed in “In the Good Old erally regarded by economists as this influence is to be continued, 
and is now finishing up in “Edge “Not Wanted.” Summertime”; Teresa Celli, femme the year of decision for war taxes. it is essential for the industry to 


of Doom.” Wealth of talent was contributed lead in “Blackhand”; Peter Thomp- : , concentrate on the development of 
Paul Douglas, from Broadway by large number of new players in son, “Side Street,” “You're Only if they = not repealed during the new personalities. We amet de- 
cast of “Born Yesterday,” laid ‘em smaller roles, but bespeaking Young Twice”; Paula Raymond, "ext session of Congress, he said, pend on the already established 
iow with his rugged individualism brightly for the future. Many of “Adam’s Rib” and femme lead in they may become a permanent part stars to carry the load in- 

in 20th-Fox’s “A Letter to Three these vied with stars of pictures “Devil's Doorway.” of the country’s peacétime econ- definitely.” 
Wives,” overnight becoming astar. in which they appeared, in largesse Imports L aten ty ae ee While producers are intensively 
; hile , a ns omy. He was optimistic, though, h a ; 
: Mario Lanza, discovered Ww of interest. Christian Kent. Swedish actor acon ; searching for new stars, Scully 
4 singing in Philadelphia, likewise Stage Stars Make Good under contrect te David ©, Sele-|°"”. the possibility of having the added, “they alone cannot do the 
attained this estate after his first nick. went to Metro on loanout for admission bite repealed if the in- job.” Active help from exhibs on 


Standing out in the fore here 


“Champion”; then appeared op- 


: oa ty ea gy ty to were such players as Mercedes Mc- his first American film, “Madame | dustry can launch its campaign im- local levels is needed. Bringing 

i < » a big way. Cambridge, in Columbia’s “All the Bovary.” Fourteen-year-old Brian | mediately. He called for a united, 4 ~. own ane: — said 

| «©= toward Keel, from Broadway, my kaa any —e in Met- pg ng Rte yy Beg tight organization that would carry for Shelley Winters. Btephen Me. 

, s "" é s - il ir y r varaen. . ai *o , -77 . . sae —_— > = r ™ 

headed cast with Betty Hutton in stage. “Rib” = Fn bn Bnew also inked Fernando Lamas, Ar-|‘%€ ¢ampaign’s message to every Nally, Philip Friend, Marta Toren 
Metro's Gaus “Tt ny to . Wayne, ex-GI, who scored tremen- 8e®tine actor-baritone, shortly to Clty and town in the country. and Jeff Chandler. 

: Valentina a Ri ad ea dously, and Jean Hagen. make his screen bow. Marge and| In view of COMPO’s public re- __ U's topper is convinced the pub- 

shared honors pet - Hi Pte | Lola Albright got talked of after Gower Champion, top dance team, lations function, Myers emphasized lic will accept these players as 

in 20th-Fox's eves highway will go into “Show Boat.” that a united industry effort to Stars if exhibs will join in the 


. x? 
ee 


to College,” now contracted to U; upcoming 
Cocit 8. Roc Hudson, “Frame- -Up” and 
‘ S enh er “Double Crossbones.” 44th Anniversary Number Madison Wins Release 
1 ~ raed Teevee a Rich Field Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Frank Fontaine, who made his of Guy Madison has won his release 

first film appearance in Metro's from his Vanguard contract after | 

“Nancy Goes to Rio,” is from VARIETY — under suspension for 10 

is an- . 
vaude and TV. Nancy Davis is Due Soon Settlement lets him out of deal | 





for her first American release, fol- 
lowing this with sole femme role 
in Metro's “Malaya.” 
New Western Faces 
Several new western actors came 


posite Jack Carson in Columbia's 
“The Good Humor Man.” She now 
is now under contract at Col. Gary 
Merrill did a bangup job in one of 
_tep roles in 20th-Fox’s “12 o’Clock 


Twentieth-Fox’s lineup of fresh 
talent, in addition to names already 
mentioned above, include William 
Neff, from Broadway stage, bow- 
ing in “I Was a Male War Bride” 


bring about tax repeal would rep- 
resent pub relations at the highest 
plane, since it will directly affect 
not only members of the industry 
put theatregoers everywhere in the 
‘J. S. He revealed a three-point 


promotional efforts. 





MALVIN WALD JOINS 
LUPINO-YOUNG CO. 


up, too; they had never been on_ High. He's another out of Broad- Marion Marshall and Randy Stuart thre 
screen before. Whip Wilson, at way’s “Born Yesterday.” as was im same picture as well as severa: | Program to be launched initially by 

Monogram, is doing a series, after judy Holliday. . others; Shari Robinson, 10-year-old | the committee: Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

’& number of years on the rodeo, wijliam Tallman. from Broad- Moppet, who screened first in 1. Through the committee in Jerry Wald’s brother Malvin 
circuit. Rex Allen likewise will way stage, launched his screen ca- “You're My Everything.” Basil Washington, a vigorous effort will joined the Filmmakers, indie com- 
do series for Republic, starting -eer in Paramount's “Red Hot and Ruysdael, former Lucky Strike an-| be made to carry the fight to Con- pany organized by Ida Lupino and 
off in “Arizona Cowboy.” He's Blue.” following this with one of "ouncer for 10 years, figured im- | gress directly. Collier Young, as associate pro- 


from radio, Vaughn Monroe, band- 
leader, came up for film bow in 
“Singin’ Guns,” indie to be re- 

















top heavies in RKO’s “I Married a 
Communist.” Jack O’Mahoney 
came up from years as a stunt man 


portantly in “Pinky” and “Come | 
to the Stable”; Robert Patten was 
in “12 O’Clock High,” “Father Was 


2. Through exhibitor-distributor 
committees, the screens and per- 


sonnel of theatres, exchanges and. 


ducer. 
Company will make three pic- 
tures for RKO release, starting in 





leased through Republic. to take over featured role in Co- +4 Fullback”; Kathleen Hughes, “Mr. studios will be mobilized for the January with “Nice Girl.” Second 
Mel Ferrer is another —_, after jumbia’s “The Doolins of Oklaho- — — — a fight. will be “Mother of Champions,” 
a Hollywood initiation as director’ and did well enough for stu- falentine, ex-New or allet 3. Throu : . , based on a novel by John Tunis. 
. > « » Mma, a - ‘ gh the campaign activ- 
He _— ay ym by wed dio to plan a western series for —— out in “House of ities committee, the message will 
e made good Ge : - him® Steve Allen swung over from ; : 4, be carried to th li ic , 
mont’s “Lost Boundaries.” and qicx jockeying to phn he mn Jack Kirkwood, radio star wi will - hd 2 or oe DORAN’S N. Y. 1-DAYER 
== prightly in Eagle Lion's Mack Sen- | B°> ng Mae A vin® Pe ties that any proposed local taxes _ Paramount story exec D. A. 
nett novelty, “Down Memory Penn ad F — _ s, “a “hh €4 | will be opposed with equal deter- Doran flew into New York from 
Lane.” Get You ‘Gus weeaeway ' nnie | mination. the Coast Sunday (18) and back 
| Marlon Brando is another new- 2°) *0Ur “un, appears in same Myers said he would announce the following day. Quickie visit 
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THERE'S ONLY ONE 


MIAMI BEACH | 
OCEAN FRONT © 40th to 4ist Sts. 


COMPLETELY AIR-CONDITIONED 


Reservations Invited « Walter Jacobs 
N.Y. Office TR 4.3193 











‘New York Theatres 





GENE KELLY © FRANK SINATRA 


BETTY GARRETT - ANN MILLER 


“ON THE TOWN" 
JULES 7 Ay ma - VERA-ELLEN 
Coler by Technicolor 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


The Great Christmas Stage Show 











‘Dancing in the Dark’ 
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'Anthony Curtis, 


comer who will be launched as a 
Stanley Kramer brought him 





star. 


-jout from New York for top role in 


| ‘The Men,” after his smash suc- 
cess in the N. Y. “Streetcar Named 
| Desire.” Dale Robertson, un- 
‘known, was cast by Nat Holt for 
| important spot in “Fighting Man 
lof the Plains,” and same producer 
|set Karin Booth for femme lead in 
“Cariboo Trail.” Peggy Dow, at 
| Universal, a Northwestern coed 
with no professiona! dramatic ex- 
'perience, offered such promise in 
jher first screen test that studio 
featured her in her first film, 

“Frame-Up.” 

UI concentrated heavily on new 
talent during 1949. Jeff Chandler, 
from radio, was another whose 
presence spelled stardom to stu- 
dio, after execs saw what he cquid 
do in top part in “Sword in the 
Desert.” Actor went straightway 
into star roles in “Abandoned” and 
“Deported.” Philip Friend started 
off as star in “Buccaneer’s Girl.” 

Anne Pearce, daughter of Walt 
Disney director, was inked to con- 
tract after scouts caught her in 
‘Broadway's “The Vigil,” and she’s 
ibeen in “Bagdad,” “The Story of 
Molly X,” “Woman in Hiding.” 
Donna Martell, from L. A. City Col- 
lege, got a chance in “Illegal En- 
try” first week she was on lot, and 
after a couple of other films snag- 
ged lead with Tex Williams in 
ithree of his three-reel westerns. 
from Dramatic 
Workshop ir New York, broke in 


bowing in “Comanche Territory”; 
Peggy Castle, “Mr. Belvedere Goes 


|other from video, as is Eddie Le-| 
Roy, both also under pact to Metro. | 


}and “Feudin’ Rhythm.” 


flicker. Songwriter Frank Loesser 
faced camera for first time in Para- 
mount’s “Red Hot and Blue.” 
Paramount likewise has John 
Bromfield, Laura Elliott, Paul Lees, 
latter bowing in “Chicago Dead- 
line.” Jack Webb and Stacy Har- 
ris, from radio, went into “United 
States Mail’; and Eileen Crowe was 
imported from Abbey Players in 
London for “Top o’ the Morning.” 
Smaller Fry Stand Out 


Eddy Arnold, radio warbler, was 
inked by Columbia for series of 
musicals, including “Hoedown” 
Lois Hall 
appeared with Charles Starrett in 
“Frontier Outpost,” Gail Davis 
playing opposite both Starrett and 
Gene Autry. Mary Jane Saunders, 
moppet with Bob Hope in Para- 
mount’s “Sorrowful Jones,” fol- 
lowed this with Columbia’s “A 
Mother for May.” At Warners, 
Claudia Barrett applied makeup 
first for “Young Man With a Horn.” 

Roster of new faces appears to 
be endless. Lynne Carter, from 
Broadway, was in Eagle Lion’s 
“Port of New York;” Barbara Tray- 
ton, EL’s “Trapped;” Beau Bridges, 
6-year-old son of Lloyd Bridges, 
“Zamba.” Joel Marston appeared 
in Monogram’s “There's a Girl in 
My Heart;” Arthur Blake, in EL’s 
“Port of New York.” 

Republic's lineup embraces Rust 





Harry Ruby 
self, Be Sure to Blame 


an amusing byline feature in the 











|committees from 


the personnel setup of the various 
time to time. 


Members of the COMPO commit- 
tee attending the meet yesterday 
were Oscar A. Doob, Jack Bryson, 
Jay Emanuel, J. Julian Brylawski, 
Morton Sunshine and Myers. 








20th Not Cool 


Continued from page 4 = 


ras said his brother’s actual com- 
ment was that “present home tele- 
vision is not suited to theatre pse.”’ 
Royall declared the statements at- 
tributed to Charles were “entirely 
incorrect.” 

With the brothers apparently re- 
united on the theatre video proj- 
ect, eventual outcome of the plan 
if 20th is forced into theatre di- 
vorcement is still a matter of spec- 
ulation. That would split the com- 
pany’s production-distribution and 
theatre holdings into two separate 
outfits and one or the other would 
be forced to go it alone on theatre 
TV. Government has already 
turned down a suggested consent 
decree that would have Spyros re- 
main as head of the film company 
and Charles head up the theatres. 

Under 20th’s plans, 22 of the 
Fox-West Coast theatres would be 
linked into a theatre TV chain as 
soon as the FCC allocates the nec- 
essary micro-wave channels. Houses 


probably would play on a two-a-day 


top $500,000 a week, permitting 
20th to afford the top talent avail- 
able for the video shows. 





‘inked last August. 


was to see his 91-year-old father, 
who is ill. 

Ii can expects to be back east 
about Jan. 15 for his regular an- 
nual visit, during which time he’! 
confab with homeoffice execs and 
talk to authors and agents. 








TONY MARTIN 





“My favorite is Schenley”, says 
this famous singing star. “It 
makes any drink taste richer.” 

For mellow taste and rare qual- 


William Powell - Mark Stevens - Betsy Drake with “ny : , ’ ” ; 
part in “City Across the waxes whimsical in a piece titled would have a large-screen video 
= River,” following this with “Johnny y program as a second feature in| © #*Y millions specify Schenley, 
Stool Pigeon,” “Francis” and “Sier- If You Must Quote Your- company with a top A film, and, 4&8 Tony Martin does. Rare 


blended whisky. 86 proof. 65% 


& th Comp-tiie Geame tomer ra.” Three other fresh faces at U ' : : 
On Stage — Mindy CARSON, Chandra Kacy | WHO will be enabled opportunity to It on Somebody Else =— S > ee Saas grain neutral spirits. Schenley 
end be Bencers forge ahead are James Best, screen- ee P Distributors, Inc., N.Y.C. 
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NEW YORK 


After a reshuffling of its sched- 
ule, Metro has fixed on 12 films 
for release during the first four 
months of 1950. Additionally, com- 
pany plans special engagements for 
“Battleground” and _ “reissue of 
“Blossoms in the Dust” during the 
same pcriod. 

“Malaya,” “Ambush” and “East 


Side, West Side” make the rounds 
starting January. February's re- 
leases will be “Intruder in the! 


Dust.” “Side Street” and “Key to 
the City” followed by “Nancy Goes 
to Rio.” “Black Hand” and “Con- 
spirator” in March. “The Yellow 
Cab Man,” “Shadow on the Wall” 
and “The Outriders” are grooyed 
for April. 

Joe Clair moved Monday (19) 
from United Artists to Eagle Lion, 
where he becomes promotion man- 
ager, handling national tieups. He 
did tieups and other publicity 
chores at UA. 

Irving Lesser and Seymour Poe, 
partners in Producers Representa- 
tives, Inc., returned to New York 
over the weekend from a two-week 
visit to the Coast. They confabbed 
with various clients there, among 
them producer Sol Lesser, who 
previewed his forthcoming “Tarzan 
and the Slave Girl” for them. On 


their return to New York they 
huddled with Walter Wanger. like- 
wise a client, who had reiurned 
earlier in the week from Europe. 
Columbia booking “All the 
King’s Men” into 57 key runs 
within next two months. Film cur- 


rently playing N.Y., L.A. and D.C. 
in pre-release test engagements. 


LOS ANGELES 


Annual year-end meeting of Fox- 
West Coast’s northern California 
division being held in San Fran- 
cisco tomorrow (Wed.) at the St. 
Francis hotel. Attending meeting 
are Charles P. Skouras, George 
Howser, Harry Cox, John Bertero, 
John Lavery, Jim Dillon, W. H. 
Collier, Cullen Espy and Dick Dick- 
son. Southern division meeting will 
be held in Los Angeles at the Am- 
bassador hotel the following day. 





James O. Cherry, city manager 
for Interstate, announced that 


James Reynolds will be manager of 
Wilshide, nabe house; formerly was 
treasurer of Melba and ‘ Tower. 
William Gehring, treasurer at 


Telenews, will take over post va- | 
cated by Reynolds, Charles Mec- | 


Glothlin, manager of Columbia, be- 
comes treasurer at Telenews while 
Truman Jones, manager of the 
Fair, is new Columbia skipper. 


“More Than Half a Chance,” in- | 


spirational picture in color, de- 
picting work of B’nan B'rith at 
their Children’s Home, feature of 
November meeting of San Antonio 
lodge. 

Special film show with admis- 
sion charge a broken toy was used 
in San Antonio's Majestic. Toys 
will be turned over to police de- 

artment for less fortunate kids. 

how was cosponsored by Majes- 
tic, Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and a department store. 

Four downtown and five nabe 
houses have installed television 
sets in their foyers and lounges to 
— special programs to pa- 

ns. Houses include the Majes- 
tic, Melba, Telenews, Inwood, 
Lakewood, Wilshire, Circle and 
Esquire. 


CHICAGO 


Northside Telenews, which went 
sure-seater after one month of 
newsreel uperation, switched name 
to Carnegie. 

Exchange men contributed over 
$30,000 to Lou Levy Arthritis Hos- 
pital, Hot Springs, Ark., in testi- 
monial dinner to Lou Harrison, 
last week. 

Mike Ford retired from Metro 
after seven years as salesman to 
red theatre circuit in Sterling, 


RKO is selling away from its 
houses, Palace and Grand. for first 


time with booking of “Mourning f¢ 


— ae Electra” in B&K Roose- 
velt. 

Rufus Ahearn, Northtown mana- 
ger, in Augustana Hospital for ap- 
pendix operation. 

Saul Meltzer closed the Rivoli 


last week after failure to adjust | 


rental terms. He will operate the 
Rockne house,- which moves inte 
os firstrun with “Adam's 


Carl Kruger, who completed 
shooting “Golden Gloves” for Eagle 
Lion here, announced he would do 
three more pics here in 1950. 

United Theatre Owners of IIli- 
nois has fixed Feb. 9-10 as the date 
of its next convention. Conclave 


Film Row 


#444" 


will be held at the Abraham Lin- 
coln hotel, Springfield. Bob O’Don- 
nell, of Texas’ Interstate Circuit, 
will be chief speaker, while Gael 
Sullivan and Herman Levy of the 
Theatre Owners of America will 
also address the meet. On the 
agenda are exhibitor - distributor 
relations, the Federal 20° excise 
tax as well as local admission im- 
posts. 





BOSTON 


Walter MacIntosh, for 20 years 
traveling auditor for Paramount, 
now office manager of exchange 
here, replacing late James Harris. 

Burt Jacocks transferred to New 
Haven office of Warners as head 
booker, replacing Maxwell Hoff- 
man, resigned. 

Samuel Pinanski, head of local 
ATC chain, recently organized the 
American Theatres Supply Corp. 
Formed to supply New England 
exhibitors and industrial organi- 
zations with complete vending 
equipment, -.and candy and pop- 
corn. Other officers include Ben- 
jamin S. Conviser 
Buchman. 

Ralph Snider, circuit operator, 
will resume active management of 
Hotel Bradford, Jan. 3, 1950. Hotel 
had been leased by .wW. Y. interests 
for last three years. 

Sam Pinanski, head of local ATC 
chain, appointed to board of direc- 
tors of the John Hancock Mutual 
Life Insurance Co. 

Charles Kurtzman, Loew’s 
Northeastern manager, named 
campaign chairman for 1950 March 
of Dimes drive. 


Irving Dunn of Nashua, N. H., . 


leased the Granite Square in Man- 
chester, N. H. from George Riel. 

George Kraska made manager of 
Beacon Hill. 

Frank Howard, for six years 
manager of RKO Keith Memorial 
here, resigned, with post remain- 
ing unfilled for present. Ben 
Domingo, RKO Theatres northeast 
division manager, will supervise 
house, with William McCort and 
Robert Smith remaining as assist- 
ants. 

Annual meeting of Variety Club 
of New England voted following 
directors for one year: Louis M. 
Gordon, Samuel Pinanski, Ralph 
Snider, Louis W. Richmond, Wal- 
, ter Brown, Max Levenson, Arthur 
Lockwood, Martin Mullin, Ben 
Rosenwald, Abe Yarchin and Wil- 
liam Koster. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Big demand hereabouts for RKO 
short, “Feotball Headliners of 
1949,” this being gridiron sports 
hotbed. 

Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
publicity chief, bedded by flu. 

Berry Greenberg from West 
coast, added to local Paramount 
sales staff, succeeding Joe Murphy, 
who resigned to join Republic in 
same capacity. 

Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer, 
in town for first time since return 
from company’s European jaunt. 

Territory's independent exhib- 
_itors doing more newspaper adver- 
| tising and exploitation in response 
‘to urging of Bennie Berger, North 
Central Allied prexy. 

W. R. Frank, indie circuit owner 
and film producer, escaped injury 
in auto accident that wrecked his 
car, but his mother, riding with 
him, sustained broken arm. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Bob Broadbent, assistant to Al 
Dunn at Orpheum, new manager 
‘at Esquire, with former Esquire 


/manager, Jack Lowry, going to 
Pittsburgh, Cal., for Blumenfeld 


| interests. 

Helen Wabbe, publicity director 
of Golden Gate, RKO house, ap- 
pointed also to post of theatre's 
assistant manager. She fills vacancy 
caused by death of Howard Creigh- 





ton, recently killed in auto acci- | 


dent. 


ALBANY 


| “ Catskill theatre, which Samuel. 
Rosenblatt of Albany opened 


last summer in Catskill, leased by 
|W. W. Farley, owner of competing 
Community, for 10 years. Deal is 
| effective an. 1. Brandt Theatres, 
| Of N. Y., wil buy and book for 
| both. Farley — $35,000 in re- 
furbishing the Co 


by Fabian Theatres expired. 
Sylvan Leff, one-time Universal 
salesman here, added Family in 
Utica to His theatre holdings. 
last three years Leff took over the 
Highland and Rialto, Utica, and 
Avon in Syracuse. Purchased the 
Family from Joe Miller, long man- 
ager here for Columbia. Leff also 


and Nathan 


mmunity, resum-— 
ing operation of the firstrun house | 
last winter after 10-year lease held 


Buffalo zones. 

Schine Enterprises sold _ the 
Electric Building and Palace Thea- 
tre properties in Watertown, to a 
new corporation being formed in 
Chicago, Ill. Sale was made possi- 
ble through decree ted in 
Buffalo last June. e Palace, 
which was operated by Schine cir- 
cuit, will be taken over under 
lease by Richard Morgan, of New 
| York City. 





Meyers Out 


Continued from page 5 


manager in Buffalo. Joseph Gins, 
who formerly headed the _ ex- 
change, will be given a new as- 
signment by Scully. 

With the shift in personnel, U's 
other district chiefs take on added 
territories. Barney Rose, who 
heads up the Portland, San Fran- 
cisco and Seattle triangle, will also 
supervise Los Angeles, Denver and 
Salt Lake City. Manny Gottlieb, 
Chicago district manager, will also 
handle Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
Omaha and Des Moines. 
Garrison is now supervising St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Oklahoma City, 
Dallas and New Orleans. 

Peter Rosian will handle Atlanta, 
Charlotte, Cincinnati, Memphis 
and Indianapolis. Pete Dana takes 
over Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Al- 


bany, Buffalo and Detroit. while 
John Scully supervises’ Boston, 
New Haven, Philadelphia and 


Washington. David A. Levy con- 
tinues as New York district chief. 

In making the shifts, Scully 
stresses the fact that promotions 
come from the field in accordance 
with the company’s traditional 
policies. 











Boxoffice Survey 


Continued from page 3 





cisco preem and launching in four 
San Diego houses. Teeing off in 
rain, “Iwo Jima” is pacing Frisco 
by wide margin to land biggest 
week this year at huge Fox theatre. 
It is doing wartime biz in San Di- 
ego. Film comes into Mayfair, 
N. Y., Dec. 31. 


“On the Town” (M-G) continues ” 


great at N. Y. Music Hall, with sec- 
ond week topping initial one. 
“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB) is not 
qping well on first two playdates. 
“Hasty Heart” (WB) is average in 
|L. A. Both found pre-Yuletide 
| downbeat too much of a handicap. 
|“Prince of Foxes” (20th). which 
‘opens this week at N. Y. Roxy, is 
nice on second L. A. frame. 

| “Live By Night” (RKO) is okay 
'in Washington. “Free For All” 
| (U) shapes up well in Portland, Ore. 
“Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) is very dull 
in L. A. 


opens in N. Y. this week, is fairly 
good in Chicago. “Late for Tears” 
(UA) looks slow in Cincy. “Story 
of Molly X” (U) is mild in Louis- 
ville. “Without Honor” (UA) looms 
okay in Pitt. 

“Bride for Sale” (RKO) is doing 
oke in St. Louis. “Fighting Man” 
| (20th) is best of new entries in 
| Louisville but only mild. 
| “Holiday Inn”-“Lady Eve,” Par 

oldies, will pace reissues with fine 

or okay biz in several spots. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11) 








‘Pinky’s’ Record $37,500 
Atlanta, Dec. 20. 
“Pinky” closed three-week date 
here at the Roxy last Wednesday 
(7) with record $37,555. Contro- 
_versial film's gross is all more re- 
markable since, balcony was as- 
signed for Negroes at 25¢ per, 





regular price to them. Thus about 


half the house got only a quarter 


apiece while patrons were paying 


customary 65c. 


Budd Schulberg 
muses on pix titles and Hollywood- 
bolly in his piece, 


That Which We Call 
' A Rose 


one of the many byline features in 

the upcoming 

44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 


' 














is Realart salesman in Albany and |f 









Joseph | 


| KC, TORRID $20,000 


“Pirates of Capri” (EL), which | 





TORONTO 


(Continued from page 10) 
‘Last week, “Red Light” (UA) and 
“Jigsaw” (UA), $13,500. 

Eglinten, University (FP) (1,080; 
| 1,556: 40-70)—“Holiday Inn” (Par) 
and “Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues). 
Good $9,000. Last week, “Girl in 
Million” (EL) and “Strange Bar- 
gain” (RKO), $7,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 
“White Heat” (WB) (2d wk). Good 
$11,000 after last week's big 
$15,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G). Good $10,000. 
Last week, “Forsyte Woman” (M-G) 
(3d wk), nice $7,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-$1.20)— 
“Hidden Room” (EL). Okay $10.- 
000. Last week, “Beyond Forest” 
(WB) (2d wk), $9,000. 


‘BAGDAD’ STANDOUT IN 





Kansas City, Dec. 20. 

Christmas shopping is the main 
attraction this week, and biz nat- 
urally is light all around. Mid- 
land has “Too Late for Tears” and 
“Outpost in Morocco” dualed but 
going no place. Fox Midwest first 
run trio with “Bagdad” is not so 


hot opening week but may build. | 


Comparatively best showing likely 
will be made by “Reckless Mo- 
ment” at Missouri. Weather con- 
tinues mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
‘*‘Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Stays only 4 days 
but good at $1,000. Last week, 
$1,500. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)—. 
“Late for Tears” (UA) and “Out- 
post Morocco” (UA) with p. a. of 
Michael (Joey) Bondon on stage 
Sunday and Monday. Dull $11,- 
000. Last week, 
(M-G) and “Prison Warden” (Col) 
(2d wk), good $10,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Reckless Moment” (Col) and “Ka- 
zan55 (Col). Slow $8,000. Last 
week, “Stampede” ‘Mono) and 
fourth Palace vaude bill onstage, 
great $16,000 at 75c top. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Beyond Forest” (WB) 
Thin $6,000. Last week, $10,000, 


fair enough in shopping season. | 


“Great Lover” (Par) moves in Wed- 
nesday for holidays. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
| “Trapped 
Danger” (EL). 
| week, “Great Guy” 
|“Battling Hoofer”’ 
| issues), same. 


Dim $2,500. Last 
(Indie) and 
(Indie) 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (‘Fox 
| Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
|—“Bagdad” (U) and “Undertow” 
, (0). ith kiddie show Saturday 
;morning and sneak 


,urday may hit sock $20,000. Last 


| week, “Thieves’ Highway” (20th) | 


‘and “Forbidden Street” (20th), 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 10) 


(24 wk) and “Lady Eve” (Par) (re- Last week. “Calamity Jane” 
Good $10,000. Last week, and “One False Step” ‘U), $8,000 


issue). 
i“Inn” solo, fine $12,500. 
Denver (Fox) 


| fice Investigator” (Rep), day-date 
| with Webber. ht $11,000. 
week, “Leave em Laugh 


(WB) and “Wolf Hunters” (Mono), cident” (M-G). 


$12.000. 


| Esquire (Fox) 


ure Grosses 


“Adam's Rib” | 


(2d wk). | 


” (EL) and “Assigned to-. 


(re- 


review Sat-. 





ia Vode Ld 
 InD.C., Oke at $16,000: 
‘Night’ 86, ‘Men’ 76 4th 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
Town is deluged with reissues, 


| holdovers and b.o. blues for pre- 


holiday week. Schedules have 
been revamped to provide for 
Christmas Eve and Christmas day 
openings while exhibs mark time. 
“They Live By Night” at RKO 
Keith’s, hypoed by a highly-touted 
sneak preview, looks comparative- 
ly good. “Border Incident” at 
Loew's Capitol, plus Gene Klavan, 
new disc jockey click here, on- 
stage, shapes okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Border Incident” (M-G) plus 
,vaude. Okay $16,000. Last week, 
|“Big Wheel” (UA) plus vaude, nice 
| $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Live By Night” (RKO). Satisfac- 
tory $8,000. Last week, “Free for 
All” (U), same. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th) (2d wk). 
Slim $9,000 after disappointing 
$14,000 last week. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—"All King’s Men” (Col) (4th wk). 
Very steady $7,000 after hot $9.- 
000 last week. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—“David Harum” (20th) (reissue). 
Slight $4,000. Last week, “Trapped” 
(EL), ditto. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163: 
44-74)—“Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) 





and “Purple Heart” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Nice $7,000. Last week 
“Savage Splendor” (RKO) and 
“Roughshod” (RKO), average $7.- 
500 in 9 days. 

Warner (WB) (2.164: 44-74)— 
“Farewell to Arms” (WB) and 
“Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues). 


Very sad $7,000. Last week, “Baby 
Makes Three” (Col), lowest first- 
run in years at this house, $8,000 
in 9 days. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) (reissue) (4th 
wk). Okay $4,000 after $4,500 last 
week. 


‘Abandoned’ Best Bet In 
Prov., 106; ‘Tension’ 136 


Providence, Dec. 20 

The annual pre-holiday week 
_stayaway is on in full swing, with 
most stands just marking time. 
RKO Albee with “Abandoned” and 
Loew’s State with “Tension” shape 
post but neither amount to a great 
| deal. 





| Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65) — 
“Abandoned” (U) and “Shark God” 
(SG). Fairly good $10.000. Last 
week. “That's My Baby” (U) and 
“Last Wild Horses” (SG), good 
$11.500. 

Fav’s (Fav) (1,400; 44-65)—“The 
Payoff” (Indie) (reissue) and vaude 
| on stage. Meek $5.500. Last week, 

“Master Minds” (20th) and vaude, 
good $7.00. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-65) — 
'“Fighting Man” (20th) and “Golden 
|Madonna” (Indie). Light os. 
‘ 


| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


(2,525; 35-74)—  65)—“Pinkv” (20th) (3d wk). Very 
| “Seabiscuit” (WB) and “Post Of- slow 


$5,500. Last week, good 
| $12,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 


ing” “Tension” (M-G) and “Border In- 


Mild $13.000 or 


over. Last week, “Red Danube 


oJ 
7. 


(742; 35-74)— | (M-G) and “Down Memory Lane 


“Christopher Columbus” (U) and (EL), good $18,000. 


“Joe Palooka Counterpunch” | 
(Mono), day-date with Paramount. 65) — “Renegades” (Col) and “The 
Last week, Desperado” 


‘Slim $2,000 or less, 


“Wolf fair 
$2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) anc 
“One Woman's Story” (U). Milc 
$10,000 in 6 days. Last week. 


Hunters” (Mono), 


“Leave Them Laughing” (WB) and | 


/“Challenge of Lassie” (M-G) and | 


“Law Barbary Coast” (Col), $10,000. 
| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Christopher Columbus” (U) and 
“Joe Palooka Counterpunch” 
‘Mono), also Esquire. Very dull 
$6,000. Last week, “Pinky” (20th) 


and “Alias Champ” (Rep) (2d wk), 


fair $8,000. 

Vogue ‘Wolfberg) (600; 60-74)— 
“Lysistrata” (Indie). 
Last week, 
(Fl. and 
$3 


“Passport Pimlico” 
“Search” (M-G), fine 


_ Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Sea- 
biscuit” (WB) and “Post Office In- 
vestigator” (Rep). also Denver. Dim 
$2,000 or less. Last week, “Leave 
Them Laughing” (WR) and “Wolf 
Hunters” (Mono), $1,800. 


Neat $2,500. 


Strand Silverman) (2,200: 44- 
(Col) (r eissues). 
Opened Monday (19). Last week. 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Fve” (Par) ¢reissues), so-so $8,000 


——— 


Par’s Loan 


aaa Continued from page 5 Game 


Trust Co. Loan was divided among 
the trio with the Chi bank ad- 
vancing $2,000,000; Manufactur- 
ers, $1,600,000; and Bankers, $1.- 
400,000. 

With the new loan, Par now 
owes the Chi concern $3,800,000. 
Debt to Manufacturers totals $3.- 
040,000. while that of Bankers 
comes to $2,660,000. Par’s dealings 
with the three banks is a matter 
of long standing. Company origi- 
nally raised $15,000,000 on a re- 
volving credit of $25,000,000 which 
was progressively reduced until 
the Wilby-Kincey operation came 
up. 























+ ey tat 


ii, ii, ue mk eee 


A. si dt ti ee a 


I 
( 
' 
e 
e 
t 
8 
f 
t 








ee 





36 


eek 
vith 
me. 
and 
ape 
‘eat 


od” 
vast 
and 


The 
ude 


ide, 


den 


(UD 


In- 


The 
is . 
ek. 
ady 


| 


ong 
ad- 
tur- 


$1.- 


now 


cers 
ngs 
tter 
rigi- 

re- 
rich 
ntil 
ame 








* 79- 





sommmice cob: 


ee 














a 


VARIETY : 


PICTURES 21 





Wednesday, December 21, 1949 


irit of Chicago in D.C. Enco 
‘Spirit omD. re 

Consensus of those who attended the Washington-meetings last 
week at which the Council of Motion Picture Organizations—the 
industry's public relations arm—was set up was that the most 
significant aspect was‘the spirit of harmony and cooperation that 
prevailed. This was a repeat of the feeling at the initial pub rela- 
tions powwow in August, which has since become an industry by- 
word: “The spirit of Chicago.” 

Harmony that followed the exchange of views by delegates of 10 
organizations making up COMPO was pointed up in an observation 
of Ellis G. Arnall, prez of the Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers. He said after the huddles last week: “Even if there 
wasn’t one other thing ever to result from the meetings, I'd feel 
they have been important. You can't sit down with intelligent men 
having other points of view and come out without having gained 
something.” : . ; 

The spirit of caution that has prevailed in setting up COMPO 
has been exemplified in chairman Ned E. Depinet’s oft-repeated 
phrase: “We must crawl before we walk and walk before we run.” 
That was again heard at the Washington meetings last week, with 
the delegates now feeling that they have advanced at least from the 


crawling stage. 


Prod.-Exhib Seminars 


Continued from page 5 


by exhib delegates at the Washing- ing and other forms of amusement 
was “peanuts” compared with that 

ton confab last week. Since the | 

exhibs pretty much reflect public engendered by the church on 


moral grounds. He said it was im- 
opinion through close contact with | portant to make Hollywood realize 
theatregoers, COMPOites feel it that the Catholic Legion of De- 
imperative that Hollywood be/cency also had the backing of 
made familiar with their thinking. Protestant and Jewish groups and 
In this way it is hoped to eliminate 


mi that the picturemakers must con- 
subject matter that brings criticism form to tenets of morality pre- 
on the industry. 


scribed by such organizations. 

Huddies between producers and Myers added that more pix had 
exhibs recently have brought ex- received B (objectionable in part) 
pressions of pleasure from both ratings from the L. of D. in the 
sides. Both admit they have ob- past year than any time before. He 
tained significant info from such asked that producers consider in 
sessions. Meetings, however, have each case whether the part that 
been a hit-or-miss basis, with the was objected to “was necessary to 
producer generally in a city pri- the picture.” 
marily to sell a specific picture he Other exhib reps pointed out the 
happens to be interested in at the \lack of family series and family 
time. |comedies and felt that the seminars 
| would be important in impressing 
on Hollywood the need for such 
product. 




















Field Meets Better 


COMPO wants to set up these 
sessions on a more organized and 
regular basis. Planning commit- 
tee at the powwow last week sug- 
gested that the seminars “should 

robably be held at the studios. 
There's a feeling among many 
COMPO delegates, however, that 
they'd be better held in the field 
as it would eliminate distractions 
for both prods and exhibs, give the 
filmmakers a chance to get an on- 
the-ground taste of public reaction 
and be cheaper to take -studio | 
execs to the exhibs than vice versa. | — current = = | od 

‘ment expires next June 13. Nego- 
mR, 4,4 4 = — 'tiations for renewal are to be held 
Allied States exhibitor association ‘in London in either February or 
board chairman and general coun- |April. The size and composition 
sel Abram F. Myers, is being of the committee to go to London 
absorbed temporarily by the vari- | WS to have been determined at 
ous theatre organizations. Since |/#st week's session. 
there can be no COMPO income; Meeting was originally to have 
till the outfit is officially set up | been of the Motion Picture Export 
and financing approved, and since Assn., which is the corporate um- 
exhibs were spending some coin on brella under which major com- 
the fight anyway, they are continu- | panies get together to discuss for- 
ing to carry the ball on cost. eign problems. However, appar- 


Producer-exh inars ently in anticipation of possible 
next on the = <n they | Streworks, there was a last-minute 
likewise present little financial switch made to eliminate the 

blem. It is thought possible 'MPEA designation and the prexies 
that reps of both groups would /met at the Waldorf-Astoria merely 
even be willing to pay their own #5 TePs of their own ~_ 
expenses if COMPO arranged a /” this way, Grad Sears, Unit 


| Artists chief, was eliminated from 
me ond plane Sr Ge mastings. |the discussions. Sears is in a 


Delegates of the 10 organiza- | culiar iti “ 
: position in that his com 
—— make up the -y-Yr~ ee is a member of MPEA, but 
tributions of _ pou » $100 of represents indie producers ex- 
film rental b both hibe 4 dis- clusively, which also makes him an 
tribe will a, COMPO, Col. | 2°tive member of the Society of 
lectlens will iammeaahie ad pa Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
the March meeting if all the 10 | “¥Ce's. nanee 
organizations indicate their ratifica- | _ Incidentally, SIMPP will send to 
tion by Feb. 20 of the dues and the British negotiating meetings 
other proposals. its prez. Ellis G. Arnall, and James 

A major decision that will also 
have to be made by COMPO’s 
constituent groups before the next 
Session is choice of a candidate for 
exec v.p., who'll be the top paid 


Skouras Friendly 


Continued from page 3 


the British government. Balaban 
and some of the other presidents 


have unbridled themselves before 
(on their thinking about courting 
British friendship. 








'Goldwyn Productions. Mulvey 
‘and Johnston together negotiated 
the “original Anglo agreement in 
'March, 1948. 








A. Mulvey, president of Samuel | 





/ saci Sadi 
Metro Writer-Director 
Sidney Sheldon 
waxes whimsical in a piece about 


The Never-Never Land 


»* 


MPAA Inviting 6 Foreign Nations 
To ‘2-Way Street’ Film Conference 





Of William Horner 
f iliam Horner’ | <opEG WINS AUTONOMY 





* * «* 
ct cmuing byine feats whe || IN PAR AND SUBSIDS 
2 me Aiming to entrench its organi- 

44th Anniversary Number 'zational position on an industry- 
of | wide basis, Screen Office & Profes- 

~ 'sional Employees Guild won a 

ARIETY union shop election at Paramount, 

. Paramount Music and Famous 

Due Soon Music by 151 to 53. In a similar 








| election, office staffers of William 
Morris agency authorized SOPEG 
to negotiate for a union shop by 
a vote of 53 to 2. Balloting was 
conducted by the National Labor 


B Pool Divvy 
| Relations Board. 
Now $] O00 O00 Merger negotiations between 
9 9 





SOPEG and SPG, meantime, have 
| been stalled due to the recent 
resignation of SPG business man- 
ager Len Goldsmith. SPG execs 
indicated that the successor to 
Goldsmith would be named after 
the election of new Guild officers 
late in January. 


N. Y. Circuits Still 
Dickering Boothmen 


Major-owned theatre circuits in 





| Although the British “B” pool 
has taken something of a beating 
from special deals made by Ameri- 
can distribs, it still will be good 
for a $1,000,000 divvy with Yank 
pix concerns for its first year of 
operation. A $500,000 payment to 
distribs out of the pool’s proceeds 
has been approved by the Bank of 
England. It is the second $500,000 
divvy to be made. 

Second payment will cover the 


remaining sums due American eer Wank and guaieathegiein tans 
companies for the first year of the “© *Ork and projectionists 1, 


Anglo-American film pact or from 306, International Alliance of The- 
June 14, 1948-June 13. '49. Re- trical Stage Employees, are cur- 
ceipt of checks from England are "ently trying to break through a 
expected momentarily by U. S. deadlock in new contract negotia- 
foreign depts. First coin alloca-|tions. Involving some 110 metro- 


; - " i onths POlitan nabe_ theatres owned by 
a. was made about six m Loew’s and RKO, the bargaining 


The “B” lw has been carried on since Septem- 
ne pool was created to ac- jer when Local 306’s contract ex- | 
cumulate the .earnings of British pired. Projectionists, who are re-| 
pix in the U. S. Under Anglo- 1o:tedly demanding an upward re- 
American pact, American compa-|vicion in scales and operating 
nies are entitled to this sum in| ,. 


i staffs, are working without con- 
| addition to the $17,000,000 yearly |tracts with understanding that any 
remittable out of earnings from 


England. By ordering the second jeoterounoest will be retroactive. 









































| Sporadic talks between the com- 
payment, Bank of England has | “ 
brought up the total dollar take for SS —_ Rw 
= or ae & ay ee ‘more or less amicable atmosphere 
ool has been badly depleted by without the walkout ultimatums 
special deals between American \that marked the bargaining with 
a and British Rw the majors two years ago. Major 
which have kept a number of top- |Tesiie R. Thompson, RKO labor re- | 
grossing Anglo pix from contribut- \lations chief, is acting as spokes- 
| ing to the special fund. However, man for the major circuits, while | 
wy hay dH included a number perman Gelber. Local 306 prexy | 
of films distributed for Sir Alexan- | F , ‘ 
der Korda by 20th-Fox as well as is handing the union's comantttes. | 
. a on product handled 
y Universal. | 
Second year is not expected to. NLRB Orders 
| produce anything like the initial | Continued f 
$1,000,00 total. U has pulled out — eS Oe gage ¢ 
of the pool and Korda’s later | bargaining unit — all publicists, 
product is being handled on offset | that is, those persons who create 
pacts which provide for a swap of | or disseminate advertising or pub- 
product rather than remittances to m for promotion of motion pic- 
Britain. Hence these important ture stars, motion pictures or 
suppliers of revenue will be miss- | studios, employed in the state of 
ing. California by the following employ- 
Dispute over the special deals is ky he are members of the Assn. 
stili hot. Company prexies met only © Motion Picture Producers—Co- 
last week to rehash the “B” pool | Jumbia, Loew's, Paramount, RKO, 
hassle and again to refer the ques- | Republic, Samuel Goldwyn, 20th- 
| tion to the lawyers. Reportedly, | Fox, Universal and Warners. 
I'D, Regie Lica, Samuel Goldwyn, | quest ot the Publiciete tele’ that 
, Eagle Lion, muel Goldwyn, | quest o e cis u a 
David Selznick and other partici- | eligibility depend upon employ-| 
_ pants of special deals. It is not be- ment for 10 days during the pre- | 
lieved } wd companies will consent anne six — _ - rng 
to arbitration. |of the petition on May 31, . | 
' oA protest to the British govern- oe ws: —e ms) 
neat Sous case Se: > | ae seine Get te Gael Some 
wou * In preparation to re- a 
| newed negotiations for an extend- /ations about the payroll period be 
‘ed Anglo-American concordat with followed. 
the idea. of plugging ae —— 
| loophcie which is keeping the “B” 
pool at a minimum. TOA Enlists 
| June Havoc Out Of wy Ga fae ¢ 
ts for a favorable FCC ruling. 
Show for U. S. Troops **" | 
i - | 
| Hollywood, Dec. 20. |Company prexies and other in 


* Invitations are expected to be 
sent out by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America shortly after the 
beginning of the year to six for- 
eign picture-producing countries 
for a rep to be sent to a confer- 
ence in New York. Session will 
be held for the purpose of for- 
| mally setting up and implementing 
the MPAA's “two-way street” plan 
for aiding overseas producers to 
find a better market in the U. S. 


Date of the powwow in New 
York will hinge to some degree 
on the time set for the negotia- 
tions in London on renewal of the 
Anglo-U. S. agreement of 1948. 
That may be held in February, so 
{that the confab here would have 
to be moved forward or back to 
avoid conflicting. John G. Me- 
Carthy, v.p. of the MPAA in 
charge of the international” divi- 
sion and chief protagonist of the 
“two-way street” plan, will undoubt- 
edly be in MPAA prez Eric John- 
ston’s party in London, 
Formal approval was given at a 
| Motion Picture Export Assn. meet- 
| ing last week to the plan for cre- 
| 





ating an informational and ad- 
visory unit to aid foreign produ- 
cers. Outfit will furnish lists of 
potential outlets for foreign-lan- 
guage films in this country, provide 
a screening service to potential 
distributors so that a producer 
won't have to come to New York 
himself, arrange for importation 
and storage of prints under bond, 
provide information and taxation 
regulations, and acquaint produ- 
cers with the Production Code and 
other censorship operations. 

Six countries which will be rep- 
resented at the New York powwow 
are Italy, France, Sweden, Spain, 
Mexico and Argentina. MPAA will 
pick up the tab for expenses of 
the delegates, who will be chosen 


| by the producers in each country 
| and will serve as liaison there with 


the U. S. unit. While the service 
will not be extended to British 
producers because, according to 
the MPAA announcement “they al- 
ready have a good working knowl- 
edge of the U. S. film market,” it 
was added that “areas of possible 
assistance to the British, however, 
are being explored.” 

Unit will have a paid exec head. 
Arthur L. Mayer, who has had wide 
experience in distribution and ex- 
hibition as well as foreign con- 
tacts, has been suggested for the 
spot. In addition, committee will 
consist of four major company for- 
eign department toppers and a 
leading exhib, sales exec and ad- 
vertising-publicity consultant. The 
four foreign chiefs, who also 
helped McCarthy draw up the plan, 
are Arthur Loew, Metro; Phil Reis-. 
man, RKO; Joe Seidelman, Uni- 
gn Murray Silverstone, 20th- 

Ox. 

Plan for helping foreign produ- 
cers grows out of the fact that 
most adverse legislation to U. S. 
pix abroad stems from producer 
demands. It is hoped to cut down 
on this urge to kick American dis- 
tribs around by creating good will 
through the new unit. 





Insurance Cos. 


Continued from page 3 
ant income, the bars are now being 
raised 


Chief objection being raised by 
the companies is the fact that 
prices on theatres have been hold- 
ing firm without relation to the dip- 
ping grosses of the past couple of 
years. In that regard, insurance 
execs are said to regard the price 
quotes on theatres to be inflated 
since there has been no retreat 








employee. Since all of COMPO's 
decisions must be unanimous, pos- 
sibility is seen of considerable dif- 
ficulty in agreement on a man for | 
the job. 

Importance of the producer-ex- 
hibitor seminars was pointed up at 
a. Washington meetings by John 

- Fitzgibbons, prezy of Famous 
Players-Canadian, who was there 
M. an observer for the Canadian 

otion Picture Industry Council. 
thet “2s Strong in his assertions 
- t filmmakers and theatremen 

ould sit down together to accom- 
Plish a public relations job by im- 
fa ng _Hollywoodites with the 
ct that “this is a family business” | 
~ - it can’t survive by making 
ro 
hepsters. nly a relatively few 
Fitzgibbons added that o 
pposi- 
to theatres by television, rac- 











ef his note endorsement. 


| charge of the Los Angeles district, 
sat in the United Artists buy-in 
as advisor on anti-trust matters. 





Naify-UA 


Continued from page 5 





of an option to buy into UC which | 


Naify granted to Schenck because 


It is not known whether Schenck 
will resign from 20th as a result 


of the current UA-Naify closing. | 


Reportedly, Dept. of Justice took 
the position it would approve the 


deal only if Schenck gave up his 


major company ties. Charles H. 
Carr, former U. S. Attorney in 


| 


He is handling all ramifications of 


the deal so far as they affect 
Schenck’'s status with the Govern- 
ment, 


| the program will be taken over by 


‘Field and Burtonwood. 


Delay in the filming of “The 
Iron Cage” forced June Havoc out 
of her trip to Germany to enter- | 
tain U. S. Air Force groups for 
Christmas, but the vacant spot on | 
Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond. The rest of the troupe | 
consists of Shirley Ross, Gypsy 
Markoff, Larry Stevens, Don Bar-— 


clay, Vance Henry, Libby Burk, 
Whip Wilson, Jay Dean and Jack 
Meiling, with Jean Ashiey leaving 
in advance to stage the show. 

Troupe will open Christmas eve 
in the Berlin Opera House. Other 
stands will be made in Weisbaden, 
Munich, Frankfurt, Stuttgarten, 
Heidelberg, Baden Baden, Orly 


dustry execs plus exhibs would be 

paraded later in a drive to make 

= L a nationwide sounding 
ard. 


Strategy planned by TOA will be 
thoroughly chewed at the exhib 
group's upcoming board meet in 
Washington in mid-January. Two 
other main topics will be a report 
on the recent DC public relations 
meet and re-mulling of the group's 
campaign for uniform trade prac- 
tices. Board must pass on the pro 
posed p.r. budget plus the organi- 
zational setup of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations. 

Raft of work lies ahead on a 
point-by-point consideration of 
proposals on uniform trade prac- 
tices. The expectation is that the 
board will devote an entire day to 


and television. 


— 


ifrom the peak tags fixed during 
1946 and °47. 

Difficulties recently experienced 
by RKO and Paramount in obtain- 
ing their asking price on a number 
of theatres which must be divested 
under consent decrees is being at- 
tributed to the insurance com- 
panies’ current withdrawal. These 
outfits are nixing requests by po- 
tential purchasers to put up the 
necessary first mortgage cash. 

In a number of transactions 
sought by Par in the midwest, no 
takers have been found although 
plenty of interest has been aroused. 
RKO, too, has had its recent trou- 
‘bles. Company was unable to un- 
load three Cincinnati first-runs, de- 
spite wide ads. Par’s offer of a 
‘minority interest in the Butterfield 





the project before turning to p.r.|chain, Michigan, has also been un- 
answered. 
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Fly Reappraises Radio, Finds It 
Still ‘Surrenders to Dollar Sign’ 


Boston, Dec. 20. 4 


What's wrong with the best 
broadcasting system in the world 
is its “surrender to the dollar 
sign,” former FCC Commissioner 
James L. Fly told a Harvard Law 
School forum here last week. 

In 1948, Fly said, U. S. radio had 
one opera program per week bal- 
anced against scores of soap operas 


and 41 giveaways. Scoring the 
plethora of daytime serials and 
evening whodunits, the “hundreds 


ef hours of cheap music, the prattle 
of the disk jockey and the occa- 
sional win, place and show payoff 


in the third at Hialeah,” the radio | 


lawyer declared that “the general 
culture is more degraded than im- 
proved.” Regarding commercials, 
he said, “the excesses in time con- 
sumed, repetition, exaggeration, 
emphasis and downright urgency 
tend to grate on public sensitivity.” 

Network pressure, “with its 
threat of dis-affiliation,” to force 
“the yielding of station time re- 
served for the needs of the com- 
munity” shows an “utter irrespon- 
sibility to broadcasting’s duty to 
the public, Fly charged. He added 
that the much-debated FCC Blue 
Book “had its finger on some but 
not all of the industry's soft spots, 
and still the industry has not 
Jearned its lesson.” 

Aithough broadcasters had 
fought for years for the right to 
editorialize, Fly declared, they have 


“failed to assume the responsi- 
bility. The editorial rooms are 
silent.” 


Turning to crime shows on AM 
and TV, Fly said that children 
“are being put to bed with such 
jullabies as ‘Suspense’ and ‘The 
Clock.’ *” Meanwhile, he deplored, 
many a highly entertaining and ed- 
ucational stanza “has gone down 
the drain because it was not com- 
mercially sponscred.” 

The few forum and educational 
programs on the air are “only sliv- 
vers of the entire structure,” he 
charged, while broadcasters serve 
a public that is growing more in- 
telligent an “intellectual goulash.” 
He also chided educational institu- 
tions for their “astimatism,” say- 
ing that “Harvard and Yale have 
never spent one cent on the study 
of broadcasting.” 

“Not merely the control of time 
but also the controi and origina- 
tion of programs has been dele- 
gated to a great extent to a hand- 
ful of large advertisers who have 
neither the legal responsibility nor 
the sense of public duty to build 


up the quality of our greatest cul- | 


tura! medium,” Fly asserted. “A 
dozen major advertisers contre! the 
preponderance of time on each 





Arthur C. Nielsen 


discusses 
What's Ahead for 


Audience Research? 


7 ~ + 


one of the many byline features 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
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Transit Radio Wins 
Out in Washington 


Washington, Dec. 20. 


Transit Radio survived its acid 
test here yesterday (19) when the 
Public Utilities Commission re- 
jected objections of a highly articu- 
late minority to the service. PUC 
found that radio reception in trol- 
leys and buses “is not an obsta¢le 
to safety of dperation” and that 
“through the creation of better will 
among passengers, it tends to im- 
prove the conditions under which 
the public rides.” 

Commission ruling followed four 
days of stormy hearings in Octo- 
ber, during which irate citizens | 
fumed against what they called | 
“forced listening.” Polls taken by | 
various citizens associations, how- 
ever, revealed that the overwhelm- 
ing majority favored music-as-you- 
ride. 

WWDC-FM, which has the TR 
franchise in town, lost no time in 
transmitting the news to the 212 
vehicles now equipped with the 
service. With the PUC greenlight, 
the station will go ahead with plans 
to install the system in 1,500 ve- 
hicles. 

Decision did not deter two an- 
tagonists in their determination to 
fight the issue to the Suprefhe 
Court. Franklin §S. Pollak, an at- 
torney, announced he would take 
the first step with an appeal to the 
U. S. district court. Bernard S. 














Tassler, head of a so-called “Na-} 


tional Citizens’ Committee Against | 
Forced Reading and Forced Listen- | 
ing,” called for an ““all-out drive” | 
to have the PUC decision reversed. 
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| WCCO’s Treasury Kudo 


major network. Even from four | Washington, Dec. 20. 


major advertisers the following! Station WCCO, Minneapolis, has 
percentage of revenues came in a WOn a Treasury Distinguished 


| WNYC-FM’s All-Nighter 


WNYC-FM, New York munici- 
pal outlet, will break into the all- 
_ night field starting Dec. 31, first 
| frequency modulation outlet in 
‘Gotham to cater to the insomniac 
| trade. 
| Station will air a classical disk 
| jockey program from 1 to 7 a.m. 
| Sunday mornings, one day a week. 
| Selections will be mail requests 
and program director George Wal- 
lach is conducting a contest for 
the best title. 


Drake Rescued 
In Nick of Time 


Galen Drake, who has gotten his 
severance notice from Pillsbury, 
which has been sponsoring him 
on ABC, switches over to CBS 

| starting Jan. 8, when Doubleday & 
| Co. takes over the bankrolling. 
| There's also a possibility that the 
‘book publishing company will give 
Drake the double-sponsorship 
treatment and find a niche for him 
on ABC as well. 
execs are currently 
the latter maneuver. 

Doubleday has bought the 2:30 
to 3 p.m. Sunday time on CBS 
over a 50-station hookup, with 
Drake going into the first 15-min- 
ute segment. Outfit will fill the re- 
maining quarter-hour with another 
program, still to be chosen. 

The Doubleday coin will break 
up the solid 12:30 to 5:30 Sabbath 
sustaining roster on Columbia, 


Senate Comes to Grips 
With Radio-TV Liquor | 
Ads at Jan. 12 Hearing 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Next round in the battle against | 
liquor advertising on the air gets | 
under way Jan. 12 when the Senate | 
Interstate Commerce Committee | 
will open two days of hearings on | 
the bill of Senator William H. | 
Langer (R., N. D.). 

The Langer bill is a sweeping | 
one which would keep beer, wine | 
and hard liquor advertisements off | 
both radio and video. In addition, 
it would make unlawful the inter- 
state transportation of newspapers, 
periodicals, newsreels and_ still 
films which advertise alcoholic 
drinks. 

Langer, a kind of Peck’s Bad 
Boy of the Senate, was threatening 
Hollywood with anti-block booking 
legislation a couple of years ago. 





huddling on 








NBC Shills for Mindy — 


NBC is going into the business 
of shilling for its talent. 

Move has been inspired prin- 
cipally by what's been happening to 
Mindy Carson, who is slotted at 
11:15 at night. A lot of affiliates 
have been dropping the show and 
NBC blames it on the fact that the 
Station operators go to bed early 
and, since they haven't heard her, 


Client and ABC! 


over, it raises the question of 





FCC: Riddle Me This! 


In connection with the WFPDR (International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union) bid to grab off WINS, N. Y., in competition against 
Generoso Pope's WHOM, which had previously filed, 
sters have been quick to grasp the fact thag.there’s enough border- 
line duopoly dynamite to blow up the FCC. 

First oft, there is Morris Novik’s identification as radio adviser 
for-the ILGWU. and his obvious role as a policy shaper for the 
WFDR FM operation. On the other hand. Novik is partnered in 
ownership of WLIB, N. Y. Should the FCC okay the WINS take- 


the N. Y. hep- 


a possible two-way Novik policy 


spread on AM stations in a single market. 
Similarly, the D. C. law firm of Cohn & Marks is put in the 


middle of an awkward situation, with the legalites representing 
both WHOM and WLIB. (Cohn & Marks also do the legal brain- 
trusting for WOV, which is WHOM’s competition in the battle for 


the New York Italian market—a situation in itself which 


has 


caused some mild flurries of eyebrow raising.) 


is doing a shuttling job between representation of WFDR in its 


Then, too, there’s ex-FCC chairman James Lawrence Fly, who 


newly-filed application, and as 
| fighting Pope’s bid for WINS. 


lawyer for the WINS employees 








FCC Confronted With 7 (Count Em) 


Posers in WINS 


Sale Dilemma 





RCA Prexy 
Frank M. Folsom 


looks ahead and thinks that 


From Here It Looks 
Bright 


. * * 
en interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 
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Washington, Dec. 20. 

More complications entered the 
WINS case last week as the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers 
Union applied to buy the N. Y. in- 
die which Crosley Broadcasting 
agreed to sell to Generoso Pope's 
WHOM. ILGWU told the FCC its 
WFDR (FM) format, duplicated on 
WINS, would provide better public 
use for the facilities than the for- 
eign language operation planned by 
Pope. 

FCC now has before it: 

1. An application by Crosley to 
transfer WINS to Pope. 

2. An application by Pope to 
move the main studios of his Jer- 
sey City. N. J., station (WHOM) to 
New York. A proposed decision 
denying the application has been 














Miles Rounds Out 
Three-Web Parlay 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Miles Laboratories, which recent- 
lv upped its $8,000,000 budget a 
full $2,000,000 for Alka Seltzer 
and a new anti-histamine product, 
has now completed its network ra- 
dio plans. 

Wade agency, shopping in New 
York for three shows recently, 
bought “One Man's Family” and 


‘has now revealed its other two pur- 
‘chases, a quarter-hour strip of Tom 


Moore's “Ladies Fair,” on Mutual, 
and a five-minute nighttime strip 


with £dwin C. Hill newscasting oa | 


ABC. 


Sponsorship of “Fair,” an after- 


noon women’s participation show, 


originating in Chi with Tom Moore . 


as emcee, starts Feb. 16 over 410 
Mutual statiens, in the 2-2:30 p.m. 
(EST) slot. Miles bought the last 
half of this daily half-hour for 
plugging anti-histamine. Preced-| 


issued. 

| 3. A petition by WINS em- 
ployees to hold a hearing on the 
transfer to Pope, chailenging the 
propriety of using the station 
solely for foreign language pro- 
grams. 

4. An opposition by Pope chal- 
lenging the propriety of the peti- 
tion and pointing to frequent policy 
statements of FCC in behalf of for- 
eign language stations. 

5. An application by ILGWU for 
the facilities of WINS and a re- 
quest that hearings be held on the 
case, 

6. A petition by ILGWU to re- 
quire WINS to file for renewal of 
its license. 

7. A reply by WINS employees 
to Pope’s comments on their ob- 
jection to the sale. 

Revival of AVCO 

Case presents, in effect. a re- 
quest for the revival of the defunct 
AVCO procedure, plus a test of FCC 
policy on foreign language radio. 
Under AVCO, Commission had ac- 
cepted matching bids on any sta- 
tion being sold but could not re- 


(Continued on page 32) 
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recent year: CBS 26%, with 38% Service Award for outstanding 
from four agencies; ABC, 25% and S¢rvice in promoting the sale of 
37%; MBS 23% and 31%.” _U. S. Saving Bonds. Presentation 

| was made in Washington past week 





ing “Fair” will be Miles-bankrolled | 
“Queen for a Day,” duplicating the | 
back-to-back formula of slotting 









/are unfamiliar with her potential 
as an upcoming singing personality. 
NBC has arranged a daytime 





Evans, BBD&O Tiff 











by Vernon L. Clark, national direc- “closed circuit” broadcast for the “One Man’s Family” 

: : - ly” to follow the v 
° ? ° tor of the Savings Bond Division. affiliates, with Miss Carson not Lab’s “Oul, rida - | M4 . r 
Detr ot FM er il Fi ight ae wee accepted by Eugene Wilkey, only singing but delivering her days. Gainiite Tea oot “ia Over Radio Ver sion . 
or 0 ' own pitch to the broadcasters, urg- are NBC’s “ mT 4 oan? h 
Vs. Xmas Seals Sale On , + eee station's ne, — 2 give her a chance. In and “Breakfast. ‘in Hollywood" en Of ‘Browning Version t 
° ee ° . . a on, the guy who did the re- ABC. “" . b 
Discrimination Claim Clark commented on the fine cent Life mag spread on the singer, Hill's ABC airtime is 7 m oy oy og a e 

help the savings bond division has will also be P. Mm. and the BBD&O agency appeared 
Detroit, Dec. 20. | been receiving f h a on hand to contribute (EST) on the full ABC web, start- likely for a time last week to force b 
& ean poner te the an of ing tndust & from the broadcast- his own ideas about Miss Carson’s ‘ing Jan. 2, with Alka Seltzer as-, the cancellation of Sunday night's r 
the Detroit Tuberculosis Assn.’s ustry as a whole. ' potentialities. ‘signed as his product. (18) edition of the Theatre Guild b 
Christmas Seals is being waged by | of the Air.” Actor was set to star y 
WDET, United Auto ——— — e 9 ‘in a broadcast of Terence Ratti- i 

outlet. Station’s unusual action fol- /gan’s playlet, “The Browning Ver- 
uct Se'Gra‘vccat‘s'ss| Nielsen's New Scorecard: CBS, 16; NBC, 3; ABC, 1. Sceisssertcdciiese 
offer to participate in a forum dis- ? 9 > ° way run the previous night (17). : 


cussion on the seals, whose sale has | 







Evans strongly objected to the | # V 


—Current Rating— radio adaptation, arguing that it 





been attacked because part of the Cyrren 
funds raised is used to support & — —- Homes Points was a butchery of the original and 4 be 
camp which allegedly refuses to Program (900) % Change (refusing to go unless it ‘Sane re- . ti 
— noa-s hite children. 1 1 Lux Radio Theatre (CBS)...................... shane “— eer y |vised. Most of the changes he de- , 
ollowing DTA's rejection of the 2 3 Talent Scouts (CBS) ......... ...eeee. A 720 22 + “v4 manded were made, but the first , 
station’s bid, manager Ben | 3 2 Jack Benny (CBS).......... eae 4 te cene.,, 211 = | scene in which he introduced the it 
man announced that recorded one- 4 4 My Friend Irma (CBS) ..... tee sees . 7,660 19.5 . — Pay B— By 4 Bp dng 
minute statements by prominent; 5 6 Amos 'n’ Andy (CBS) ....... - ohana $9. +02 main as a necessity for the radio 
Detroiters will be broadcast to tell 6 5 Charlie McCarthy ‘CBS) .... Teaniens 6.874 3 +R | Sadtenee. ‘ 
the story of the alleged discrimina-| 7 10 Bob Hope (NBC) amerE? + onan = - by —0.4 “ 
tion. “While it is uncommon for a| 8 18 F. B. I. In Peace & War (CBS) .....22220007.22 Gai? 171 Heyy . : 
radio station to take an active hand) 9 11 PEE i....2 Bok ddacedesbbedectden ** 6599 Dp +29 Dave Miller to WPAT | 
in such matters,” Hoberman said, 10 19 Walter Winchell (ABC) .................00..., 6481 165 toe | t 
“we consider the present situation 11 7 Fibber & Molly (NBC) ..... Srrrrrerererrerrras ¢ 7 16.4 “ss Paterson, N. J., Dec. 20. “ 
too hy a violation of demo- 12 12 Mr. Chameleon (CBS) ....... e eecccccsecccecsos GANS 16.0 07 Dave Miller, who for nine years . 
eratic American practice to goun- 13 17 Crime Photographer (CBS) ............. tenes 6.246 15.9 tis |\waat hee om SC Ul 
challenged. It is unthinkable that 14 23 Bob Hawk (CBS)... siiasatncentinanees: a 15.9 re Bt Ay TA 
both Negro and white children in 15 8 Mystery Theatre (CBS) ..... Saheeaaelineiced, ae 133 * r WPAT here as part of exec veepee 
publiclysupported schools should 16 9 Inner Sanctum (CBS) ...... Se eeccesccccesccecs MN 15.5 25 |e eee ee : 
asked to contribute to the sup- 17 15 Suspense (CBS) ....... AAO ORCIO 15.4 . we t 
rt of an institution which for- 18 13 Red Skelton (CBS) ............cscsscesececsss 6,048 15.4 tas. | “Gedete eee chee , ft 
ids admission of non-white young- | S 22 Dennis Day ‘NBC) ..... scece orenccescccesoces MME 15.2 tis Milo Boulto  Eme > ie sock, doe 4 
sters. 33 Dr. Christian (CBS) PCP eee SHH EE SEs 5,696 14.5 +2.1 > and deen Henry Faulk. a a 
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CBS-NBC’S 


YEAR 





~ Flashback on The Arizona Kid? 


Echoes of the CBS maneuvering whereby the network tossed 
out its Phoenix (KOY) and Tucson (KTUC) affiliates in favor 
of Gene Autry’s KOOL and KOPO in the Arizona cities reverbe- 
rated in industry circles last week, with reasons for Columbia's 
double-featring the “Arizona Kid” the subject of widespread specu- 
lation, 

Branded by the outgoing CBS affiliates as a “power politico 
deal.” the Columbia invitation to Autry to “come on in” is seen 
by some as having its inception back at the time when the network 
was anxious to dispossess the Wrigley-sponsored Autry shows from 
the Sunday at 7 time to make way for Jack Benny's moveover 
from NBC. 

Autry finally yielded on switching over to Saturday night, but 
not, it’s reported, without a price. The payoff, it’s contended, came 
with the web’s willingness to embrace Autry’s brace of Arizona out- 
lets, a move which has already stirred organized community 
gangups and bitter recriminations. 








NBC Wants to Recapture Option 


Time, But Will Affiliates Hold Still? 





NBC is reported ready to em-¢ 
bark on a drive to recapture option 
time from affiliates. The network 
in particular is eyeing the 7:30 
to 8 p.m. cross-the-board segments, 
the early Sunday afternoon strips 
and 6:30 to 7 Sunday evening. 

Just how the affiliates will take 


it is something else again, and Free Enter prise—As 
should NSC persist in a demand 


that the stations turn back the|| Seen Through a Tube 
time, it’s anticipated = . ae i 

impasse right develop. e af- P 

filiates are realizing a ot of coin || °** °c many a as 
from local sales in the recapture tures in upcoming 

of the time periods NBC would t44th Anniversary Number 
now like to call its own. And since of . 


there’s no guarantee that, once 
VARIETY 


they turn back the segments to 
Due Soon 


James D. Shouse 


(Chairman of the Board, 
Crosley Broadcasting 
Corp.! 


Discusses 














Duffy's Ad Tavern’ 


periods, it isn’t likely that they'll 
yield without a struggle. 

On the other hand, NBC feels 
that, with 40 or 50 key markets 
lacking because of locally spon- 
sored programming, the job of sell- 
ing 6:30 to 7 on Sunday and 7:30 | High Vule Spirit, 

Grabbing Ayer Bi 

Soups firmly entrenched in the Co- 
uate fold with its “Club 15” BBD&O prexy Ben Duffy last 
and Ed Murrow sponsorship, it week solidified his stranglehold on 
gives CBS a solid early evening the American Tobacco (Lucky 
grab on the Hoopers and it isn’t Strike) billings and further en- 
till 9 o'clock or so that NBC starts trenched Madison Avenue’s 


to 8 ecross-the-board becomes in- 
to 8 Monday-through-Friday pro- 
recapturing some of the audiences. “Duffy's Tavern” as the kingpin 


gramming lineup. With Campbell 


creasingly tough. 
Too, NBC has been taking a se- 

among agencies in bigtime pro- 

| gramming. 


vere beating from CBS on the 7:30 
a move not 





unexpected in 


° | In 
Ves most quarters, since it was con- 
sidered inevitable over the past | 


(Continued on page 32) 


| 
_ Gillette’s Grid Windup 


“END SCORE 


TR 








GLORY, NBG OALES 


As the trade sees it, the NBC vs. | 
CBS year-end story, after a year 
of unquestionably the most bitter 
and intense rivalry in network an- 
|mals, adds up, in effect, to this: 

CBS has copped all the program- | 
|ming glory, but has been caught 
| with its half-hour open time seg- | 
| ments down. 
| NBC is still in a mess of trouble 
on the top-rated Hooper and Niel- 
|} sen front in trying to reassert it- | 
| Self in the bigtime programming | 
| sweepstakes. But it’s NBC that 

has been selling most of its open 
time periods 

The new Nielsens give CBS 16 
out of the top 20 shows in radio. 
That's been a familiar story for 
*months, since, in fact, CBS com- 
pleted its star and client raiding 
to achieve a reversal in program 
dominance. Also on the CBS credit 
side is the fact that Bill Paley & 
Co. alone among the four major 
networks, will wind up with an in- 





crease (3°7) in billings over its 
$62,265,000 gross time sales in 
1948. In contrast NBC will be ap- 


proximately 5° off from last year’s 
billings of $69,300,000. 

The auxiliary CBS compensa- | 
tions, namely to affiliates, have 
|; also been apparent, for the CBS 
network program supremacy has 
served to bolster affiliate standing 
,;and prestige and in the process 
woo additional local business 

Stature Hasn’t Paid Off 


But CBS’ unprecedented stature 
| hasn’t helped the network to sell 
a flock of valuable nighttime half- 
hours, such as Tuesday 9:30 to 11: 


Wednesday, 10:30 to 11; Friday, 
9:30 to 11, or Saturday, 8:30 to 9 
and 9:30 to 11 And Columbia 


finds itself with the entire Sunday 
noon to 6 p.m.- stretch wide open, 


(Continued on page 32) 





Gillette is picking up the tab 
for a trio of grideasts at the year’s 
end. The safety razor company will 
back the all-star East-West game 
(usually aired on New Year's Day) 
on Dec. 31, immediately following 
the annual Blue-Gray footbali clas- 
sic which it also bankrolls. Both 
broadcasts will be heard on Mu- 
tual. 

On ABC Gillette will sponsor the 
‘annual Sugar Bowl game on Jan. . 
|2. The agency is Maxon. 
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White Collarit 
The 600-odd members of the 
white-collarite Radio Guild, cur- 


rently stalemated in re-negotiating 
a new contract with CBS, literally 


By GEORGE ROSEN | 


,/ aunt, who had reared him. 


A 
a 


COLUMBIA GETS. [Anybody Got a Fresh Format? 
Giveaway Nosedive Cues Search 





Mrs. Alan Lipscott 
waxes whimsical on why 
There Should Be a 


Law vs. Collaborations 


an amusing byline feature ia the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 


Due Seon 











Allen Is Hogtied To 
Mass.; Comic Asks 


Out on Future Tax 


Boston, Dec. 20. 
Story of Fred Allen’s encounter 


with Mass. Tax Commissioner 


Henry F. Long in connection with 
Long’s insistence that the radio 


'ecomic can’t switch his legal resi- 


dence from Boston to N. Y. has 


been wowing the Hub all week. 


Allen, who is afraid that his es- 
tate might become liable to two 
sets of inheritance taxes in the 
event of his death, came to the 
Hub to run into a full-scale battle 
with the Mass. tax commissioner, 
who claimed that Allen owes his 
allegiance to Mass. 


The encounters got 
treatment from the Hub 


the 


ranked with Allen’s funniest. 

It all got started when Allen, 
wary of the tax situation, stated to 
Long that he hadn't been a legal 
resident of Massachusetts. since 
1942, the year of the death of his 


only property I own here,” he re- 
marked, “is two bags, which will 


| be on the five o'clock train to New 
' York.” 


He stopped filing state in- 
come tax returns in 1947, but still 


(Continued on page 32) 
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had the props knocked from under 
them last week when the network 
brass not orly voted them a week's 
extra pay as a Christmas bonus, 
but handed out a number of “merit 
raises” as well. The union mem- 
bers lost out on the bonus last 
year, when their contract was still 
in existence. 


Same policy of passing out the 
bonuses to all except those having 
contractual involvements (such as 
Radio Directors Guild, Radio 
Writers Guild, ete.), still holds 
this year, but the Radio Guild con- 
tract ran out Nov, 30. There’s a 
National Labor Relations Board 
election coming up Jan. 18, fol- 
lowing refusal of CBS to renew 
its RG contract. 


CBS ‘would be happy if the Ra- 
dio Guild would fold its tent and 
forget the whole thing. The union 
members interpret the bonus and 

merit raises” as a frank “we-love- 
. \l-our-empioyees” declaration on 
the part of the web brass. But 
the white collarites retort “we 
love our bosses, too, but we'll love 
them more under the Radio Guiid.” 

NBC also ladled out a week's 
Pay as a Yule gift, with the recent 
Sales of house packages reportedly 
the clincher in the web's decision 
to = Santa. 

C and Mutual aren't givi 

Ul bonuses. os 
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full | 
papers, | 
which reported the cross-talk in 
the fullest detail to make a script | 
| that, had it been aired, would have | 


“The — 


+ With giveaways now seen defi- 
nitely on the skids, question being 
bandied about the trade is: “Where 
do we go from here—and who's got 
the answer to radio’s next cycle?” 

There’s a cool million or more 
in the offing, say trade observers, 
for the guy who comes up with the 
right formula. With the excep- 
tion of giveaways, now considered 
a passing fancy that'll beat the 
FCC to the punch in dying from 
Hooper malnutrition even before 
the courts get a whack at it, it’s 
jbeen more than a decade since 
radio hit on a successful program- 
ming formula. 

Time was when the male croon- 
ers and the gal singers ruled the 
program roost. Today you can’t 
give a femme thrush away. The 
dramatic shows and their whodun- 
‘it offshoots are now radic staples, 
with the good ones sticking and 
the weakies fading. The era of 
the bigtime musicals (exemplified 





by Rudy Vallee’s Fleischmann 
Yeast Hour, Lanny Ross’ “Show 
Boat,” etc.) is now extinct. And 


good comedians with a fresh for- 
mula just don’t seem to be around. 
A few years back, situation com- 
edy moved into the picture in a 
big way. ° But this, too, has be- 
come a staple commodity, with 
the better ones s: «viving. 
Meanwhile there's increasing 
evidence of the giveaway fade- 
away, with “Hollywood Calling” 
getting the NBC axe when Gruen 
Wateh exits the sponsorship pic- 
ture at the end of the month, and 
CBS drops “Hit the Jackpot” af- 
ter the Dec. 27 broadcast. Latter 
show has been bankrolled by De- 
Soto-Plymouth Dealers, who are 
checking off in favor of the 
Groucho Marx CBS program. 


NBC's Integrated 
Services Dept. 


| As a further step in its reorgani- 

zational blueprint, NBC last week 
decided to set up a Department 
of Integrated Services, which will 
be headed up by veepee William 
Hedges. 

Department will assume respon- 
sibility for most of the divisions 
requiring an overlap in AM and 
TV functions, with the various divi- 
sion heads reporting direct to 
Hedges rather than their respec- 
tive radio or video chieftains. 
Department of Integrated Serv- 
ices will encompass such areas 
as script clearances, announcers, 
sound effects, music, library serv- 
ices, literary rights and other op- 
erational aspects where AM-TV in- 
tegration will continue to exist. 


Needham, Louis Wash 
_ Rayve Shampoo Acct. 
Right Out of Its Lair 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

In a move that was anticipated 
in some quarters, Needham, Louis 
& Brorby agency of Chicago has 
resigned the Rayve shampoo ac- 
count, along with the Pepsodent 
tooth powder account (both in the 
Pepsodent “family” as sudsidiaries 
of Lever Bros.). Rayve account 
will move to J. Walter Thompson, 
while Pepsodent goes to Foote, 
Cone & Belding, with the latter 
agency continuing to handle the 
Pepsodent tooth paste as well. 
‘(JWT already has Rayve Home 
Permanent billings. 

_ Needham, Louis & Brorby’s re- 
linquishing of the accounts stems 
from the agency's inability to prop- 
erly “service” Charles Luckman, 
Lever’s prexy, now that Luckman 
has moved his Lever operation into 
Manhattan and wants to keep the 
inultiple agency activity under his 
palm. N,L&B agency Its strictly a 
Chi operation and rather than es- 
tabiish a New York office, it de- 
cided to give up the accounts. 

Both JWT and FC&B will move 
the Lever biz into N. Y., along wich 
key personnel 
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OOD BROUN STORY 

th Connie Broun, Heywood Hale 

Broun, Murdock Pemberton, 

Lewis Gannett, Quentin Rey- 

nolds, Jason Johnson; Cy Freed, 

narrator-announcer 
Producer-director: George Wallach 
80 Mins., Sun. (18), 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNYC, N. Y. , 

WNYC, in cooperation with the 
American Newspaper Guild, which 
Heywood Broun helped to found, 
paid tribute to Broun’s memory 
Sunday (18), on the 10th anniver- 
sary of the columnist’s death. It 
was an unusual, warming program, 
several cuts above the average of 
such air tributes. There were 
many unusual angles—the voice 
of the late President Roosevelt 
reading a Broun column over the 


air Xmas eve 1937; the voice of 
Broun dissecting «the so-called 
“freedom of the press”; the brief 


messages of his second wife, 
Connie, and his son, Heywood Hale 
Broun. Jason Johnson read a 
couple of column excerpts. 


Reynolds, Murdock Pemberton and 
Lewis Gannett, mixed in with the 
other transcripts, made for un- 
usual interest and variety, while 
whole tenor of the program was 


sprightly and cheerful instead of 
sombre or gray. Program was 
tape-recorded, and in choice of 
material was well-balanced and 
smart. Broun would have liked a 


non-stuffy tribute like this one. 


Mrs. Broun said she had never 
known Broun to do a mean thing 
in his life, or to lie. Pemberton 
spoke of Broun’s “unquenchable 
thirst for fun,” 2n“@ Gannet*, who 
described Broun 2: “the Geor: 
Washington or the Newspape. 
Guild,” gave some of the details 
of the Guild’s inception. Reynolds’ 
brief tribute was eloquent, when 
he compared Broun to Socrates. 


The FDR excerpt, though spine-| 


tingling, was a little too long. The 
voice of Broun-was most affecting, 
as in his calm, easygoing delivery, 
the late newspaperman discussed 
what was wrong with the Ameri- 
can press and stated he wouldn't 
be satisfied “till it’s far more free 
than it is today.” 
Producer-director George Wal- 
lach must have had a difficult time 
arranging and producing the show, 
and rates many bows for an affec- 
ting, expert job. Bron. 


BATTLE FOR THE BILL OF 
RIGHTS 
With Eddie Albert, Alexander 
Scourby, Sylvia Davis, Ken 
Renard, Maurice Ellis, William 
Griffis 
Director: Ed King 
Writers: Robert E. Sherwood, Ern- 
est Kinoy 
25 Mins.; Fri., 12:05 a. m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
This salute to the Bill of Rights 
and appeal for continued vigilance 
in defense of civil liberties was a 
hard-hitting, provocative broadcast. 
As indicated in the introduction, 
it was no historical piece wrapped 
up in the past of 158 
For that, narrator Eddie Albert 
said, the listener may consult the 
history books. Instead the em- 
phasis was on the present, on the 
critical events of today, and it 
raised controversial issues that are 
x on front pages and apparent- 
will be argued for some time. 
The format was not that of the 
typical documentary with Voices 1, 
2 and 3 speaking in lofty generali- 
ties delivered with measured ca- 
dences. Rather it was a battle re- 
port, a communique from the civil 
rights front, taking up one by one 
the first 10 amendments to the 
Constitution and pointing up the 
areas in which they are threatened. 


Concerning religious freedom, the 


scripters said that this was en- 
dangered by the conviction of con- 
scientious objectors who refused 
to register for the draft. Concern- 
ing freedom of thought, they 
charged that the conviction of 
Communist party leaders for advo- 
cating their political views was a 
violation of their Constitutional 
rights. Similarly they saw attacks 
on civil freedom in the Peekskill 
riots, moves to extradite prisoners 
who escaped from chain gangs and 
segregation of Negroes in the 
south. While these soeviens may 
not be popular, the Bill of Rights 
guarantees the rights of minorities, 
Albert said. However, he added, 
in the past year there have been 
many victories, citing the court set- 
backs for New York's Feinberg 
Law and Maryland’s Ober Law. 
In all these areas, the opinions 
represented the position of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
which produced the program. 

The stanza was produced with 
a small cast which dramatized high- 
lightg of some of the incidents, 
while the bulk of the burden was 
carried ably by Albert. Music was 
provided by an organ. Although 
this was not a pretentious produc- 
tion, the material dealt with im- 
portant controversial questions and 
was presented incisively. ~ 


Trib- 
utes from such friends as Quentin | 


ears ago. | 


RIVER STORY 

With Burt Blackwell, Ann Hubert, 
Jan Tyroler, Bob Kay, Earle 
Keller, Ben Ewing 

Writer-producer: Bill Hodapp 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WAVE, Louisville 


Ohio river % a modern et 
'peat and partly on origina 

| search, hie ee series on WAVE, 
| written and produced by Bill Ho- 
dapp, has unearthed a fund of in- 
terest and drama. Idea stemmed 
from a new book, “The River,” by 
R. E. Banta, who together with 
Hodapp, made a leisurely cruise 
last summer, for first-hand mate- 
rial on the Ohio, which wends its 
way from Pittsburgh to New Or- | 
leans. 





Core of the story is the discov- | 


ery that the Ohio is people, and 
there is plenty of human interest 
in those who discovered it, made 
it famous, and have been made 
famous by it. 


At show caught Monday (12) a 
gripping dramatization of the first 
internal operation on a woman, 
which was the forerunner of much 
of the present day medical knowl- 
edge enabling physicians to ex- 
plore the cavities of the body, was 
given topnotch production and act- 
ing treatment by a cast made up 
of local thesps and station staff- 
ers. Story detailed incidents in 
Danville, Ky., where Ephriam Mc- 
Dowell, as a pioneering doctor, had 
the wé#l and determination to per- 
form an unheard of operation on 
a woman, Jane Todd Crawford, 
which up to that time among the 
medical profession was considered 
certain death to the patient. Sur- 
gical procedure was successful, and 
the patient reportediy lived to a 
|ripe old age and remained in ex- 
cellent health until her death at 
the age of 79. 


Sterling acting jobs were de- 
livered by Burt Blackwell, as Dr. 
Ephriam, McDowell, and Ann Hub- 
ert as Mrs. Crawford. Excellent 
character portrayals were turned 


Keller and Ben Ewing. 

| Recording of part of an address 
| made by Dr. Irvin Abell, now dead, 
_had some bearing on the story 
| which preceded. Abell had been 
|prez of the American Medical 
| Assn. and a high ranking surgeon, 
|and his recorded remarks made a 
fitting climax to the enactment. 

| Dramatic tension was accel- 
erated to a high point in the story, 
where townspeople were aroused 
|over the operation to a degree 
where they broke down the door 
of the doctor’s house and were 
preparing a rope strung over a 
tree limb to string him up, should 
the operation prove unsuccessful. 
Musical bridges were recorded, and 
well in keeping witf the moods of 
the story. 

Hodapp’s writing and produc- 
tion effort indicated a great deal 
of diligent research, and this show 
could well go into the state ar- 
chives as educational and histori- 
cal material for schools and col- 
leges. Wied. 





TAKE IT FROM HERE 

With Peter Donald, Bramwell 
Fletcher, Janette Davis; Robert 
2 | emcee; Art Waner 
re 


Writer: David Harmon 
Producer-Director: Nerman Winter 
30 Mins.; Sun. (18), 5 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| CBS, from New York 

Cooperating with the Arthritis 
,and Rheumatism Foundation, CBS 
whipped up a diverting half-hour 
variety show in “Take It From 
Here” which was fed to the net at 


(Continued on page 32) 





past year over the programming 


ings get a wider whirl. 


as recent as a year ago. But toda 


time. 


symphony from Carnegie Hall, 


the operatic and longhair. 





Based partly on a trip up the | 


CALIFORNIA CARAVAN 

With Virginia Gregg, Michael 
Hayes; Bob Purcell, narrator; 
Ford Pearson, announcer 

Producer: Lou Holzer 

Writer: Karl Schlichter 

30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, from N. Y. 

| Based on historical incidents of 

‘the early settlement of the west, 

'“California Caravan” makes for 

‘okay listening. Switched from a 

midweek nighttime airing, this 

half-hour transcription should get 

strong juve listenership in its new 

spot. It’s better material for the 

kids than the stuff usually heard 

around this time during the week- 

days. Program also has an oater 

flavor that should appeal to the 





| horse opera fans. 


Situating itself in Death Valley, 
Saturday’s (17) airer revolved 
around a farmer’s attempt to cul- 
tivate the barren, scorched terri- 
tory. 


telling how the settler accom- 
plishes his original aim, but in 
doing so also discovers a large de- 
ae of borax. Cast headed by 
irginia Gregg and Michael Hayes 


| handled themselves capably. The 


spotting of public service commer- 
cials came over okay. 


MAIN STREET MUSIC HALL 
With Earl Wrightson, Alfred Anto- 
nini orch 
Producer: Robert Ray 
Director: Oliver Daniel 
15 Mins.; Sat., 4:15 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS, from N. Y. 
Broadcast over the CBS network 
as a half-hour show from four 


p. m., “Main Street Music Hall’’ is | 


picked up at the midway point for 
a 15-minute airing over WCBS. 
Show caught Saturday (17) broke in 
on the middle of a pleasant rendi- 
ition of “Listen to the Mocking 
Bird” by Alfredo Antonini’s orch. 
The remainder of the program con- 


tinued in a similar vein making for | 
|enjoyable and relaxing listening. | 


in by Jan Tyroler, Bob Kay, Earle | 


In addition to Antonini’s orches- 
trations, Earl Wrightson is on hand 
to lend some okay vocaling, as was 
|}evidenced by his baritoning of 
|“Just a Kiss Apart” and “I Got 
| Plenty of Nothin’.” This short 
| segment also allowed for the play- 


\ing of “Guadalajara” and “Smoke | 


/Gets in Your Eyes,” 
| pleasing results. 


} Radio Followup 


Se ee ee ee ee ee 


Maurice Evans and Edna Best, 
guest-starring Sunday night (18) on 
the “Theatre Guild of the Air” on 
NBC, made “The Browning Ver- 
sion” almost as compassionate and 
moving a drama as it was on the 
stage. In doing so, they not only 
reinforced previous impressions 
that they’re almost as effective on 
the air as in legit, but they dem- 
onstrated that Terence Rattigan is 
|a brilliant and stirring radio dram- 
atist. ar for a special “radio 
apening. . the British author’s play 
about the pathetically heroic 
schoolmaster aud his odious but 
pitiful wife was broadcast almost 
exactly as presented in the theatre. 
And although the kilocycle produc- 
tion lacked depth, it remained an 
‘astringent and touching drama. 
| The supporting cast, all playing the 
same parts as in the recent Broad- 
way presentation, included Ron 
Randall, Peter Scott-Smith, Loris 
Hector, Frederick Bradlee and ba- 
tricia Wheel. In contrast to the 
dramatic portion of the program, 
U. S. Steel's ostentatiously institu- 
tionalized commercials sounded 
more than usually foolish. 


both for 
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CBS ‘Buys’ an Hour on Sundays - 


CBS has a new program, the “Columbia LP Record Parade,” in 
the 4:30 to 5:30 Sunday afternoon period. The hour-long recording 
session, following the N. Y. Philharmonic concerts, throws into 
sharp focus what’s been happening around the major networks in 
recent months. With programming budgets curtailed to an almost 
alarming degree, the webs are taking the easiest way out to fill up 
sustaining slots through the simple expedient of playing reca@@ds. 


Radio scripters and actors have been lamenting their fate in the 


squeeze play which finds writing- 


thesping assignments becoming more and more scarce as the disk- 


For CBS to allot the 4:30 to 5:30 Sunday afternoon hour to 
platter spinning would have been considered almost inconceivable 


y Columbia has wide-open gaps in 


the Sunday afternoon schedule.  Full-blown live productions cost 
money, and there’s no sponsorship coin coming in this year from 
the Philharmonic sessions. What more natural, probably reasoned 
the CBS program mahouts, than to kill two birds with one stone 
by filling the post-Philharmonic time with recordings—and plug- 
ging the subsidiary Columbia Records LP’s at one and the same 


It’s a natural sequencing, following as it does the 99 minutes of 


N. Y. But the LP Parade, as 


judged by last Sunday’s (18) preem presentation, has a format de- 
signed to appeal to all tastes and ages, with pops tossed in with 


ee ber he ch ec rahe) lath is eee ieee me ty 


Story was convincing and | 
had some interesting moments in 


From the Production Centres — 


IN NEY YORK CITY... 

Ken Murray, on Coast for holiday with family, returns Dec. 29 for 
new CBS-TV series....Benton & Bowles staffers chipped in $110 for 
Xmas gift to Goldwater Memorial Hespital, kids... . Jackie Robinson, 





~vTrrrr.-y.'}, 











| Dodger second-sacker, who starts an ABC co-op Jan. 22, to appear on 
| “Town Meeting” forum Tuesday (27)....Howard Parker, Compton's 


chief engineer, celebrating his 15th year with agency....Theo Goetz 
has joined CBS’ “Guiding Light” in role of Papa Bauer....Mel Allen 
saluted by Montclair American Legion post, which staged a revue 
titled with the sportscaster’s familiar “How About That?”....WCBS 
scripter Virginia Grace to wed Richard Butterfield of the web’s techni- 
cal staff Jan. 14.... Lili Palmer and Basil Rathbone signed for “MGM 


Theatre of Air.” while Marsha Hunt and Ralph Forbes will play in 
Metro’s “Crime Does Not Pay” airer Josef Marais and Miranda 
will star in MBS’ “House of Mystery” Christmas production of “Happy 
Prince”... Franklin Pulaski cutting spots for Ford and Bell Tel. this 
week... Hartnett Studios backing Jack Emerson disk show on WNJR 
Wednesdays. ...WJZ’s Patt Barnes to address Chi Radio Station Man- 
agers Jan. 18 ...C. Wylie Calder, manager of WHAN, to join Fred Ww. 
Ziv Co. as account exec headquartering in Charleston... .WINS’ “Meet 
the Public” series being aired from Republic TV Store in Brooklyn 
Daughter, Tina Lynne, born to the Specs Powells ‘he’s drummer on 
| CBS’ “Sing It Again”) Beverly Roberts joins “Lora Lawton 
Richard Sanders and Vinton Hayworth new to “Romance of Helen 
Trent”... Geoffrey Bryant added to “Our Gal Sunday” Robert 
Donley and Hazel Latowsky new to “David Harum”....Charles ‘Pen- 
man new “Backstage Wife” player....Ivor Francis to “Young Widder 
Brown” and Flora Campbell to “Front Page Farrell” cast... Mike 
Hughes, ex-editor of Sponsor, going to Sales Management mag 
WMGM to hold its annual Xmas party for underprivileged kids at 
| Forest House tomorrow. (Thurs.) Derothy Hummitzgsch, singer with 
the Chordettes on Arthur Godfrey’s stanzas, to wed Dec. 31 Betty 
Powell new radio director for America’s Future. 


Priscilla Farley transferred from NBC's AM audition and casting 
department to the net’s TV talent division as assistant to Martin Beg- 
ley... .Y.&R.’s General Foods daytimer, “Second Mrs. Burton, star- 
ring Patsy Campbell and Dwight Weist, celebrates 1,000th airing Fri- 
day (23)....Radio actor Merrill E. Joels narrated the Frank Buck 
“Bring "Em Back Alive” album for Columbia Records last week 
Henry Morgan will guest on Sidney Walton’s news and commentary 
program over the Mutual network New Year’s Day (1). 


Actfess Jan Miner (on CBS’ “Crime Photographer”) bought a home 
on Meredith Neck, N. H.....Nick Paone, Italian comic, started a WOV 
series this week....ABC announcer Charles Woeds, gifted four web 
gals with Siamese kittens....WNEW thrush Peggy Ann Ellis doubling 
on Art Ford’s WPIX show... .Doug Meservey, liaisoning the RCA-spon- 
|sored (starting next month) Screen Directors Playhouse on NBC for 
J. Walter Thompson, in N. Y., for client-agency huddles Rod 
Erickson upped to radio-TV manager for Y&R....Happy Chandler 
voted the Graham McNamee Memorial award yesterday by Sports 
Broadcasters Assn.... Irene and Renee Kuhn to be aired from Spain 
on WNBC Sat. (24) noon. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


There'll be still another beer show on NBC if Falstaff likes the 
audition record of Meredith Willson and his Talking People. He cut a 
disk last week and it’s whirling its way to the brewer. Same old 
format but with the same old lush music as only Willson can compound 
it....Tony Leader of Tigertail Road ‘his L.A. address) is thoroughly 
chastened by his Broadway experience and will confine his directing 
'to radio with an occasional excursion into TV. Under his direction 
| “Suspense” rose to its highest rating and consistently perched high in 
Hooper's flighty 15....Chet Huntley wound up his six-week European 
| junket and again is miking the news on CBS .....Frank Samuels’ son, 
| Jack, on the mend after auto crash which cost life of his bride of three 
/months....Mannie Manheim moved “out of the smog into the fog,” 
which is his way of saying he changed residence from inland L.A. to the 
, Coast line. ...Louella Parsons more delighted with her new Hooper- 
ating than any Christmas gift she'll receive and that’s measured in 
van loads, She’s only a point and a fraction behind Walter Winchell 
.... George Jessel is turning a deaf ear to all radio offers, and they've 
_been pouring in, until after he finishes production of two pictures at 
| 20th-Fox. ...Bill Thompson has been thumbed to the bench by his 
medico and will have to forego his campaigning against juvenile de- 
linquency for a few months.... Howard (1%) Meighan probably knows 
more inventors than anyone in town, having more than a dilettante 
interest in patents. ...Neil Reagan, topper here for McCann-Erickson, 
| must rate the credit for “planting” the first camel ever seen in Puerto 
Rico. He rounded up the humped beast for a Camel ciggie promo- 
tion stunt on the island at $210 a week....NBC and Martin and Lewis 
are talking a new contract... NBC workers cheered by their year-end 
bonus of a week’s pay. At Don Lee it was a month’s salary but the 
other nets passed up the bonus. ° 


IN CHICAGO ... 


In Chi for MBS Board of Director's meeting last week were chairman 
Theodore Streibert, WOR prexy, J. R. Poppele, of WOR, and Frank 
White, MBS president....ABC web has donated facilities to air 30 
minutes’ Christmas program of WCFL's “Junior Junction” program for 
benefit Chi’s Public Schools, 9:30 a.m. (24)....Niles Trammell, NBC 
board chairman, and James Gaines, director of NBC owned-and-oper- 
ated stations in Chi last week for confab with midwest radio and TV 
officials....Upped from steno dept. in NBC central division is Ethel 
Ranger to promotion and advertising staff writer. ...WMOR-FM's Rob- 
ert Schakne guested Rep. Sidney Yates, just returned from Europe, on 
“Press Conference on the Air” 6:45 p.m.....Gene Autry will air his 
CBS show from WBBM Jan. 21, 7 to 7:30 p.m. (CST)... Dickens’ 
“Christmas Carol” will be read in verse for the first time in Chi radio 
history over WLS Christmas Eve... .Marjorie Shapiro, formerly mem- 
ber of WBBM schedule dept, now working in Radio Sales. ...Bert 
Wilson to be guested on Eddie Hubbard’s ABC Club disk jockey show 
over WIND (21), 10:05 to 11 p.m.....Kenneth D. Norberg, who bowed 
out as director of educational research for Encyclopedia Britannica 
Films, is new prof at the audio-visual centre of the University of Chi 
....On Dec. 23 Don MeNeill, of ABC's “Breakfast Club,” will celebrate 
i~e 42nd birthday. Show will feature special birthday and Christmas 
party, with wife Kay and sons Tommy, Donnie, and Bobby appearing. 


spot, for it is a bright, informative 
session on radio, people, programs 
and prospects. Jack Kinzel does a 
| Sustaining fine job in rounding up and writ- 
KIRO, Seattle ing the show which he also broad- 
This smart promotional program ¢@sts in showmanly manner. 








| SPEAKING OF RADIO 
| With Jack Kinzel 
15 Mins., Tues., 6:30 p.m. 


Program includes news and in- 
_ been moved from here to there formation on other stations in ad- 
several times in its history and dition to KIRO, adding up to a 
cancelled once, but it now seems) solid session of radio information 
permanent] ttled in the 6:30 that should appeal to any listener. 
slot om ‘ott 23°) Reed, 
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Stations Carrying Evangelist Ham's 


Broadcasts 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Several radio stations in the 
South and Southwest may be put 
en the spot by the FCC for selling 
time to Mordecai F. Ham, radio 
evangelist, Variety learned last 
week. It's understood the agency 
is actively pursuing a complaint 
filed by Judge Emanuel Lewis of 
Savannah, Ga., charging Ham with 
making anti - Semitic broadcasts 
ever 32 stations. 

Although the agency is mum on 
such matters until it is ready to 
take action, it was reported here 
that a couple of stations have 
dropped Ham since the complaint 
was received last October and that 
renewal applications of two other 
outlets carrying the broadcasts are 
being held up pending further in- 
vestigation. 

Commission is known to have 
asked Lewis to submit further in- 
formation on his complaint. It is 
expected that action may be taken 
upon receipt of this data. 


Lewis is a probate court judge 
in Savannah and is prominent in 
eivie affairs. He is also chairman 
of the southern regional advisory 
board of the Anti-Defamation 
League but petitioned the Commis- 
sion in an individual capacity) 
ADL is interested in the case as an 
observer. 

Ham's alleged anti-Semitism is 
sometimes diffcult to pin down, 
Lewis has told the Commission but 
he advised the agency that a group 
of Protestant, Catholic and He- 
brew ministers in Atlanta, who 
have heard the broadcasts, are wiil- 
~ to testify to it if a hearing is 

eld. 

Lewis's complaint says Ham at- 
tempts to conceal his anti-Semitic 
purpose by “shrouding” his state- 
ments in “religious verbiage.” As 
an example he cites a broadcast of 


(Continued on page 32) 


KOB the Winnah 
In ‘Battle of 770 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

ABC's four-year fight to get KOB 
of Albuquerque, N. M., to give up 
its “temporary” use of WJZ's 770 
ke channel was lost last week when 
the FCC again extended KOB's 
special service authorization. 

_In an opinion denying ABC's mo- 

tion to require KOB to get off the 
channel, the Commission said it 
saw no satisfactory reason why the 
Station should be required to re- 
turn to the 1030 ke spot specified 
in its original license. Use of 1030 
by KOB, agency said, would result 
in severe interferance to WBZ in 
Boston and some loss of audience 
to KOB. 

Question of KOB’s permanent 
assignment, FCC said, involves the 
classification of the two clear chan- 
nels, 770 and 1030, which cannot 
be determined until a decision is 
reached on the long-pending pro- 
ceeding on disposition of all clear 
channels. Commission noted that 
WJZ itself recognized “and 
strongly argued” that KOB problem 
is subsidiary to the broad clear 
channel detegminations. 

All it can do now, said FCC, is 
keep the status quo inasmuch as a 
change in the KOB frequency 


a be only a temporary expedi- 
ent. 


Reps Name Avery Prez 


Lewis H. Avery, of Avery-Kno- 
del, was elected prexy of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Radio Stations Rep- 
resentatives last week, succeeding 
Frank Headley, of Headley-Reed. 
Other officers are: veepee, Richard 
Buckley, John Blair: secretary. 
James LeBaron, RA-TEL Repre- 
sentatives; treasurer, Joseph Tim- 
lin, Branham Co.; directors, Eu- 
Sene Katz. Katz agency; Head- 
ae and Joseph J. Weed, Weed 

0. 

T. F. Flanagan continues as 

Managing director. 











Mac Benoff 


Solilequizes 


The Fall of the 
Coldbergs 


* * = 


one of the many amusing byline 
features in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 














FMers Lukewarm | 


To FCC Proposal 
For Longer Hours 


Washington. Dec. 20 
Proposal of the FCC to extend 


broadcasting schedules of FM sta- | 


tions is not making too many 


friends. Some operators are tell- 
ing the agency it’s tough enough 
to hold on with parttime program- 
ming. let alone longer hours. 

Not only are the 
FM’ers. who have no AM affiliates 
to carry the losses, lukewarm to 
the idea. Some AM-FM operators, 
who would be required to dupli- 
cate fulltime on FM after two 
years, don't like it either. Espe- 
cially where, for topographic rea- 
sons, the AM and FM transmitters 
are several miles apart, the longer 
hours mean hiring more engineers 
in addition in other expenses. 

One such operator, WESB, Brad- 
ford, Pa., told the Commission last 
week it has tried hard to gain pub- 
lic acceptance for FM but in spite 
of its efforts, it has had “the same 
results experienced by the indus- 
try in general — disappointment 
and heavy losses.” 

Like most other FM’ers. WESB 
said. it’s having difficulty per- 
suading its stockholders to con- 
tinue operating “at a substantial 
loss with no hope for a change 
vet appearing on the financial 
horizon.” The additional burden 
Commission's proposed regulations 
would impose, it declared, “will 
greatly lessen our chance for sur- 
vival.” 

Recently. an AM-FM operator in 
the Washington, D. C., area urged 
the Commission to investigate the 
causes of FM’s flop. A petition 
filed by Frank Fletcher, co-owner 
of WARL, Arlington, Va., and a di- 
rector of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters, suggested the agency 
look into manufacturing industry 
policies, among other things, re- 
garding production of FM re- 
ceivers. 


BOB HOPE OFF SWAN, 
LEVER TO PUSH SURF 


Hollywood. Dec. 20. 
Bob Hope becomes triple-blur- 
ber after Jan. 3, when Lever Bros. 
takes him off Swan Soap and splits 





exclusive 


FOLLOWS 20TH 





Under Scrutiny of FCC’ RG REPORT 


Speculation on the ultimate fate 


of the Mutual network is intensi- 


fied with reports that Metro and 
its parent Loew’s, Inc., organiza- 
tion may move in for a takeover 
of the now cooperatively-owned 
network. 

For years anti-radio and anti- 
television, Metro in the past year 
has been doing almost a complete 
reversal, with the Loew’s-owned 
WMGM in New York in recent 


months getting a bigtime talent as- | 


sist from its Hollywood studio 
hierarchy. Like 20th-Fox, which 
previously had initiated overtures 
toward acquiring ABC network 
from Ed Noble (a deal which sub- 
sequently went cold), Metro, it’s re- 


ported, eventually envisions a TV 


MBS’ $3,000,000 Biz 


In a sudden spurt of spon- 
sorship activity over the past 
week, Mutual clicked on all 
four billings cylinders with 
$3,000,000 in new business in 
the till 

On the heels of Paramount 
buying a network for the 
“Samson and Delilah” preem, 
20th-Fox this week bought the 
full web for a_ five-minute 
New Year’s midnight news 
program to plug its “12 o’clock 
High” pic. In addition, Ana- 
hist has bought two shows, in- 
cluding “Falcon” for the Sun- 
day night at 7 spot opposite 
CBS’ Jack Benny, and a Sat- 
urday 5 to 5:30 audience par- 
ticipation show. Muntz-TV has 
put in an order for a network 
show, and Radie Harris has 
been bought by Bowey’s, Inc., 
for a Coast-originating after- 
noon cross-the-board program 
starting Jan. 7. Latter goes 
into the 5:30-5:45 slot. Final- 
ly, Miles has bought “Ladies 
Fair” for its new antihistamine 
product. 








empire of its own. All of which 
would tie in with the report of its 
casting eyes Mutual-ward in setting 
tne coasi-to-coast groundwork. 

Mutual as yet has not moved 
into the video network picture, but 
its chief stockholder stations 
(WOR-TV, New York; WGN-TV, 
Chicago and Don Lee on the Coast) 
are solidly entrenched video-wise. 

Report is that Bertram Lebahr, 
Jr.. general manager of WMGM, 
and closely identified with the 
Metro-Loew echelon, would step 
into the key operational picture. 
Question raised, of course, is 
whether WMGM, 50,000-watt sta- 
tion. would move in as the New 
York flagship instead of WOR. Lat- 
ter station has variously been re- 
ported as available for sale, it be- 
ing known that Jack Straus 
(Macy's) wouldn't be averse to dis- 
posing of the outlet if the right 
price was offered. 

In the face of a 1949 billings 
nosedive and increasing evidence 
that four major radio networks 
cannot possibly survive in the up- 
coming TV era, the “whither Mu- 
tual” kickaround has been gaining 
momentum in industry circles. 


For some time it's been reported 
that the lucratively-heeled Mutual- 


stockholding Yankee Network own- 
ership (Tom O'Neil of the General 
Tire family’ would like to retire 
from its Mutual link upon expira- 
tion of its present contract because 











‘of the heavy tariff inflicted on | 
Yankee. | 
-= 

The New Hoopers 


billing among three agencies. He'll | 


plug Lux (J. Waiter Thompson), 
Spry (Ruthrauff & Ryan) and Surf 
(N. W. Ayer). BBD&O (Swan) 
will continue handling production, 
Al Capstaff production. 

Dropping of Swan said due to 
hefty sales of detergents, with 
Lever pushing Surf hard. 





WE’S $1 DIVVY 


Western Electric Co. directors 


declared $1 dividend on outstand- | 


ing capital stock last week. 
Divvy is payable Dec. 30 to stock- 
| holders of ,record Dec. (23. 


(Dec. 15) 
Jack Benny (CBS) 26.6 
Lux Radio Theatre (CBS) 22.0 


Fibber & Molly (NBC)... 20.4 
Talent Scouts (CBS) . 19.7 
My Friend Irma (CBS). .. 19.3 
Bing Crosby (CBS)...... 19.2 
Bob Hope (NBC) en. 
Mr. Chameleon (CBS).... 17.4 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy (CBS).... 17.3 
Edgar Bergen (CBS) io 
Big Town (NBC) .. .. 168 
Walter Winchell (ABC) . 16.7 
People Are Funny (NBC). 16.1 


This Is Your FBI (ABC). 15.9 
Mr. Keen (CBS) ........ 158 


| ruptey, 


OVER MUTUAL? 





Freelancers ‘Writers Cramp’ Lament 


As Networks Scrimp on Scripts 





Theodore C. Streibert 


(President of WOR) 
observes 


Video Is the Tack in 
Radio’s Swivel Chair 


one of the many interesting editorial 
features in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 


of 
ARIETY 
Due Soon 











Bankrupt Station 
Ordered Off Air: 
Balk ILGWU Sale 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
In an unprecedented action, the 
FCC last week ordered a radio 
| station off the air after it had be- 
come bankrupt and the trustee 





| Ladies Garment Workers Union. 
| But the agency offered to suspend 
|revocation upon a request for 
hearing of the case. 

| Commission action was taken on 
| KWIK of Burbank, Calif.. on a 
finding that ownership in the sta- 
ition had been illegally trans- 


‘ferred before it was taken over by | 


Leslie S. Bowden, trustee in bank- 
who has been operating 
the outlet to protect the creditors. 
Bowden had asked the agency to 
assign the license to him so he 
could legally transfer the facilities 
to ILGWU for a $40,000 considera- 
tion. 


order to increase its audience in 
the Los Angeles area. It now op- | 
erates an FM outlet (KFMV) in| 
L.A. 

Bowden recently petitioned the | 
Commission to call off hearings on | 
the transfer application to ex- 
pedite sale of the station in the 
interest of the creditors. He had 
asked for approval without hear- 
ing and suggested oral arguments 
on any questions that may be 
raised. 

But the Commission, concerned 
with discrepancies in the station's 
financial reports when it began op- 
eration in 1947 and in later reports 
filed with it, postponed the hear- 
ings indefinitely. Its concern was 
justified, it found, on comparison 
of its data with records of the sta- 
tion's books supplied by the 
trustee. 

Agency said that if it had held a_ 
hearing and, as a result, had de- 
nied transfer to Bowden, 


Literateurs are beginning to 
complain about “writers’ cramp” 
as the networks crimp on scripts. 
A straw in the cold wind whistling 
through the scriveners’ market 
place is the fact that top free- 
lancers are willing to abandon 
their liberty for the security of 
staff jobs. « 

ABC, reversing the current trend 
for smaller staffs, this week added 
four new writers. They are Louis 
M. Heyward, who penned for 
“Claudia,” Harvest of Stars” and 
“Johnny Desmond”; Vera Oldham, 
scripter for “Parker Family,” 
“Show Boat” and “Man Called X”: 
Michael Sklar, whose credits in- 
clude “Cavalcade of America,” “In- 
ner Sanctum” and “You Are 
There,” and Arlene Wood, junior 
writer, former copy chief of a local 
| station. 

The ABC script department now 
|totals 16 members. According to 
department manager John C. Tur- 
ner the expansion is due to growth 
| of house-built and -written shows, 
| while freelancers are willing to 





| 


| take staff posts because of their 


|relative security. 


| tried to sell it to the International | 


| packagers, is 


“The more writ- 
'ers we have on staff,” Turner said, 
“the greater our chances of devel- 
oping new ideas and turning out 
better shows. It’s very difficult to 
extract from freelancers scripts 
that meet the tight requirements 
of a strictly formatted multi-week- 
ly stanza. House writers knuv the 
running styles and needs of these 
series.” 

The trend towards hiring writ- 
ers rather than buying freelance 
scripts, which is evident at the 
webs and among some independent 
arousing criticsim 
from story peddlers. Latter fear 
that this will result in a narrowing 
of their market. 

The writers are finding new out- 
lets in television, but are beefing 
about alleged ‘‘abuses.”” One com- 
plaint is that the webs are demanfi- 
ing property rights for adapta- 
tions. As one writers’ agent put it, 

(Continued on page 32) 





The Union wants the station in NBC Sustaining 
Roster Shuffled§ 


NBC's sustaining roster is get- 
ting a major overhauling, designed 
primarily to fill the 6:30 to 7:30 
Sunday evening hour when “Holly- 
wood Calling” gets heaved off, and 
to fill the 7:30 to 8 Saturday eve- 
ning vacancy created by “Richard 
Diamond” moving into Sunday at 
5 under Helbros Watch auspices. 

Either Henry Morgan or Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis will go 
into the 6:30 Sabbath segment, 
with an adventure stanza slotted 
into 7 o'clock. Web may give the 
nod to the Brian Donlevy “Dan- 
gerous Assignment,” with two pos- 


| sible alternatives—Douglas Fair- 
_banks in “Silent Men,” or a new 
| Joel Hammill-scripted show, “Al- 


catraz.” 
As the Saturday replacement for 


“we “Diamond,” NBC plans to install 


would be faced with a situation “Radio City Playhouse,” but with 


(Continued on page 32) 


UPSURGE OF ‘PEOPLE’ 
RATING SOOTHES GULF 


Unhappy over the initial 5.1 
radio ratings, following switchover 
of “We, the People” from CBS to 
Friday night on NBC, Gulf Oil, the 
sponsor, took heart last week when 





the new tallies showed “People” | 


hitting a 7.3 and passing its CBS 
competition, “My Favorite Hus- 
band” which came in with a 7.0. 

However, Friday is strictly ABC's 
“baby.” “People” and “Husband” 
are stacked up against “This Is 
Your FBI,” which boasts no less 
than a 15.5. 

An AM-TV simulcast, “People” 


| 


| 


snared a 30 on the video graphs. | 


That practically made the Gulf 
boys jubilant. The oil company 
switched networks because of a TV 


time clearance snag on CBS. 


a new title and with a strictly 
mysterioso format. 

The Sunday 4 and 4:30 program 
lineup will be reshuffled, with 
“Archie Andrews” getting the nod 
on the former time and a new 
mystery show with a name star 
going into 4:30. 


The Last ‘Command’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
“Command Performance” signed 
off Monday (19) after 414 per- 
formances in seven and a half 
years with Danny Kaye, Dorothy 
Shay, Ken Carpenter and the Hoo- 
sier Hotshots performing for the 
Armed Forces Radio Service. Vic 





Knight and Glenn Wheaton, first 


producers of the show, guested on 
the last broadcast. 
More than 250 radio and film 


_Stars appeared on the program dur- 


ing and after the war. Show was 
dropped due to a cut in the AFRS 
et. : sad 


" pudg 
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iV Needs Boxoffice’ Element To 


Realize Potential, 


Television. because of its enorm-‘ 
ous costs, will never be able to 
realize its total potentialities if it’s 
to be dependent on advertising 
revenue alone. As a result, it 
seems an “absolute inevitability 
that the industry “will find a way 
to collect the billions of dollars 
to be made and the vast usefulness 
to be realized upon by adding a 
boxoffice to television.” That con- 
clusion was drawn this week by 
the Faught Co., an indie business 
consultant firm, after six months 
of intensive research and analysis 
of TV 

Predicating an eventual video 


Hub’s 213,425 TV Sets 


Boston, Dec. 20. 
Joint survey by WNAC-TV and 


. | WBZ-TV place the number of video 
Stu Shows ‘sets in Greater Boston coverage 
area at 213,425. 
| Survey places 208,657 sets in pri- 
4 ‘vate homes and 4,767 in public 


etera ina-Radio- | places. This is an increase of 36,- 
. oe | 398 sets since the Nov. 1 survey. 
} 


nce — | FCC Sees Don Lee 
| Preferred in IV 


Music Problems in 
ae Bid Over Pauley 
44th Anniversary Number 











system of 1,000 stations and 200 
satellites operating a fofir equaliy- 
sized networks operating 70 hours | 
per week, Dr. Millard C. Faught, 
author of the report, estimated the | 
total annual costs for the industry | 
at $1,740,352,500. Pointing out) 
that the percentage of total dollars 
spent on advertising in 1948 was 
21%, he calculated it would be 
necessary to raise $80,000,000,000 
in new business to provide TV with 
that $1,740,352,500 in ad revenue. 
Thus, even though TV should “so 


Musical Television 
of Washington, Dec. 20. 


Programs 
— n - 
The FCC last week asked the 
“ARI U. S. Court of Appeals to dismiss 
Due Soon 
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$70,000,000 in Cathode 











| id T le ee 
TelePIX, daily newsreel of the N.. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. accom- 
plished the fastest job yet in video news coverage yesterday (Tues.) 
when it had films of Mayor William O’Dwyer’s wedding on the air less 


than nine hours after the event. O’Dwyer married Sloan Simpson in 
Stuart, Fla., yesterday morning, with a TelePIX camera crew on hand. 





Films were rushed by plane to N. Y., processed and edited and put on 
the air in a special showing at 5 p.m. Films were repeated at the 
regular TelePIX airings at 7:15 p.m. and the station’s signoff. 

a 





| The story on a projected tele version of “Claudia” maritally linked 
Carol Irwin and William Brown Meloney by error. Actually Miss 
Irwin is married to Paul M. Hollister, and Meloney is the husband of 
Rose Franken, who authored the “Claudia” property which Miss Irwin 
may produce if the series is televised. Considerable interest in the 
TV “Claudia” is reported. It has been done as a play, pic and on radio. 





Confirming previous findings by other research outfits, Audience 
Research, Inc., has found that films rate second to television for enter- 
tainment among TV set-owning filmgoers. Among filmgoers without 
video receivers in the family, pix represent the favorite evening pastime 
of 34°, radio of 14% and TV of 3%. But, when a family buys a set, 
films drop in favor from 34% to 28%, video rises to 37% and radio 
drops to 4%. 

In a statement accompanying the findings, ARI points out: “Actually 
it is to the credit of movies that they hold up so well among television 
setowners, placing a fairly close second to a competing visual medium 
which has invaded the family parlor and represents no out-of-pocket 
cost after the initial investment in a set. On the other hand, it is quite 
evident the only reason that TV cannot be regarded as a serious nation- 
wide competitor to the movies at this time is the fact that less than one 





add to the total national income 
as to stimulate more new advertis- 
ing dollars than it will steal from 
other media.” Dr. Faught con- 
cludes. it will still not be able to 
operate profitably if it depends on 
sponsors alone. 

While Zenith Radio, with its 
Phonevision system, has been the 
leading exponent of a_ boxoffice- 
type video, Dr. Faught told 
Variety neither Zenith nor any 
other company had anything to do 
with the report. It was financed 
entirely as an indie venture, he 
said, as the first step by his com- 
pany to enter TV. He quoted a 
letter received from FCC chair- 
man Wayne Coy, to whom a copy 
of the report had been mailed, as 
saying it is “provocative and use- 
ful to anyone who wants to think 
about TV instead of just speculate 
about it.” 


Development of some system of | 


charging viewers for top-quality 
programs, including first run 
feature films, Dr. Faught said, 
could enable Hollywood to increase 
its own boxoffice take by $1,000,- 
000 per day eventually and also 
provide another $500,000 per day 
of income to the TV transmitting 
stations and the telephone com- 
panies. Such a system would also 
make possible $25,006,000 gates 
for top sports events and “would 
offer a potential new sclution to 
the ‘tuition crisis’ in our colleges 
and universities by taking up 
where the correspondence schools 
leave off in selling almost every 
kind of education via television.” 


ABC TELE WRAPS UP 
SECOND CLEVE. OUTLET 


A new approach that may ease 
the networks’ problem in clearing 
time may result from ABC-TV’s 
pacting of a second video affiliate 
in Cleveland, WXEL. The new sta- 
tion, which is linked via coaxial 
cable, will carry the web's stanzas 





in the upcoming 
vision California group. Appeal 
contests agency action of May, 
Ray Tubes Shipped In 
First 10 Months of 4 


| 1948 in setting aside a video chan- 
/nel in San Francisco for Don Lee, 
| pending outcome of an investiga- 

Washington, Dec. 20. 
Witn record shipments during 
October of 456,000 units, factory 


sales of cathode ray tubes to tele- 
vision receiver manufacturers dur- 
ing the first 
totaled 2,423,000 valued at nearly 


| $70,000,000, Radia Mfrs. Assn. re- 


ported last week. October sales 


were more than double those of | 


previous months. 


Report noted continued trend 
toward larger picture screens, with 
nearly half of October sales com- 
prised of tubes 12 inches to 14 
inches and tubes above 14 inches 
accounting for 17%. Tubes less 
than nine inches provided only 
3.4% of month’s shipments. 


‘PALLADIUM BALLROOM 
| GOES INTO VIDEO 





Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
| Palladium Ballroom has _ pack- 
‘aged a 30-minute, once weekly pro- 
gram for its entry into television. 
‘Ballroom is currently negotiating 
‘with KTTV for the presentation 
of the show. Sustaining arrange- 
iments call for Palladium to set up 
jeoin for band and talent with sta- 
ition laying out money for line 
charges and remote telensing. 
|\Move is being made by the ball- 
‘room in hopes of hypoing business. 


Show will be titled “Fun at the 
Hollywood Palladium.” Initiaier, 
‘slated for Jan. 10, will feature 
‘Freddy Martin and orch, if leader 
agrees to final terms. Following 
Martin will be Claude Thornhill. 
Palladium will insert variety acts 
into the show. 


KTTV is a likely spot for the 
Palladium to air its package. Sta- 
tion is owned by the L..A. Times 
and CBS. The Times also owns 
‘the ground on which the Palladium 
lis built. 

Palladium is the third ballroom 
locally to open its doors to tele- 
vision. Santa Monica Ballroom 
started it off with a weekly Spade | 


| determined. 


tion of the latter’s network opera- 
tions. Pauley claims he should 
have a right to compete for the 
channel as well as for two other 
unassigned channels in Frisco. 


In a brief filed with the court, 
the commission contends Don Lee 
is entitled to prior consideration 
for the channel since its applica- 


10 months of 1949 | tion stood alone when three chan- 


nels were available but was held 
up until Lee’s qualifications were 
FCC admitted it 
erred in previously lumping Lee's 
application with the others which 
came in later, but asserted that 
the applicants “have no _ vested 
rights in procedural errors made 
by the Commission.” 


Brief asserted that giving Don 
Lee’s application a separate hear- 
ing status doesn’t grant the chan- 
nel to Lee or deny it to others. 
Any such argument, it said, “would 
be an unsubstantiated and specula- 
| tive anticipation as to the action 
which the Commission might take 
on Don Lee’s renewal applications 
and its television application.” 


Brief added that Don Lee origi- 
nally applied for TV in Frisco in 
1943 but was held up by the war. 
When postwar allocations gave 
Frisco six channels, Don Lee’s ap- 
plication was one of seven lumped 
for hearing. However, one ap- 
plicant dropped out and the hear- 
ing was cancelled. Three channels 
were then granted, after which two 
other applicants withdrew, leaving 

e the lone applicant for 10 
months when three channels were 

_ available. 

| Subsequently, applications were 
filed by eight more contestants, 
including Paramount, 20th-Fox 
and CBS. The Commission at first 
consolidated these eight with Don 
Lee’s for hearing, 
Lee from the proceedings on its 
petition that its application be 
granted conditionally or be held 
up pending the outcome of the in- 
vestigation into its AM operations. 


Pauley contends the severance 
order, by reducing the number of 
channels to two in the hearings on 
other applicants, injures his appli- 
cation. 





but severed | 


in 10 families have TV sets at present.” 





Last minute cancellation of the off-Broadway revue, “Mostly Music.” 


over WPIX’s “Backstage” Thursday 
tionable material. 


(15) was reportedly due te objec- 


Station, it’s understood, found fault with the major 


sketch “Chamreen,” in which a mother constantly takes swigs from = 
bottle of booze, while her son sings a song slamming her. Move, re- 


portediy, wasn't decided upon unt 
slated to go on. 


il the night before the skit was 


Alternate performers were picked at the last minute from the as- 
semblage hanging out at the Rumpus Room, an off-Broadway meeting 


place in Carnegie Hall. 
to appear on the show, which runs 
Ford. 


Client-Less ‘Who Said That’ 
Continues as Sustainer 


Crosley Corp. is dropping spon- | 
sorship of NBC-TV’s “Who Said | 
That?” after this week and the | 
show will move then from its cur- 
rent Saturday night at 9 slot into 
the 8:30 to 9 p.m. period on Thurs- 
days. Show, produced by Fred W. 


Friendly, will be continued there 
as a sustainer. 


“Mary Kay and Johnny.” now 
occupying the Thursday night time, 
is to be moved to Saturdays but a | 
definite time on the latter evening 
hasn't been set. Crosley plans to 
continue sponsorship of “This Is 
Show Business’ Sunday nights on 
CBS-TV on an alternate ‘week 
basis. 


GI Insurance Refunds 
Seen Hypoing Set Sales 
By About 1,100,000 


Boston, Dec. 20. 

According to a survey by the | 
Raytheon Manufacturing Co., GI. 
insurance refunds will do plenty | 
to hypo sales of video sets here- | 
abouts. Results show that one out | 
of five vets intend to put all or) 
part into purchase of sets. 


If these figures hold up around | 
the country it is estimated that ex- | 
Gls will purchase about 1,100,000 
sets during the first three months 
of 1950. 


| 





Of some 23 acts auditioned, six were picked 


45 minutes and is emceed by Art 


ee = 


ABC All-Advertisement 
Video ‘Holiday Hints’ To 
Shun Entertainment 


A frankly “no-entertainment” 
program is being readied by WJZ- 
TV, N. Y. Stanza wiil be an out- 
growth of “Holiday Hints,’ which 
has been aired for two months on 
the ABC key, a demonstrator show 
which pulled in a large number of 
participating sponsors and was ex- 
panded from 15 to 45 minutes a 
week. “Hints” wound up its run 
this week. 

Early next year the new series 
will be launched, dropping the en- 
tertainment features of “Hints” 
and devoted entirely to commercial 
demonstrations. Web's feeling is 
based on the fact that shoppers 
are interested in new products and 
services and will view an all-adver- 
tisement airer just as newspaper 
readers pore over the classified 
section. Selling power of such a 
show, it’s felt, is indicated by the 
fact that the Ritz Thrift Shop 
(which sells second-hand fur coats) 
garnered more than $5,000 in sales 
from an expenditure of $500. 
Staiiza aiiracted several sponsors 
who had never used TV previously. 


=> 


Fitzgeralds Swap Off 
y AM for Added TV 


Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald, who 
have been doing their Mr. and 
Mrs. stint seven mornings a week 
for eight years, are working oui a 





deal with WJZ, N. Y., to allow 





that ABC's primary affiliate, 

WEWS, in iunable to air because 

of previous commitments. 

“ Swe Se a chains, in addi- 
on to cable allocations, has been ; 

the multiple affiliations of stations, receipts, but only on the nights of 

which frequently has cost them the shows. 


Cooley show, which is beamed by | ‘ — 
KTLA. Aragon has two video lay- | Guggenheim’ to WPIX 


outs emanating from there each |, 44dison Smith, indie radio- tele- 
week, also telecast over KTLA. V!Sion package producer, has sold 


a new quiz show to the N. Y. Daily 
Shows have helped boost boxoffice News’ WPIX. Titled “Guggen- 


heim,” it is to be aired in the Fri- 


billings when they can’t line up 
outlets in markets the bankroller 
wants. The ABC development, 
which gives the web double outlets, 
may prove an answer to stations’ 
multi-affiliation. 





Chas. Henderson, Levant 





New Year’s Telenews 
Specials for NBC, CBS 


Special New Year's programs on 
both NBC-TV 
been set by Telenews Productions, 





and CBS-TV have) 





. producers of the Telenews-INS 
F or TV Tune Quizzer jnewsreel. Former web .will have 


New television quiz show, in “Exit '49,” an hour-long show, com- 
which only the middle parts of prising filmed highlights of the last 
tunes will be played for a guest year, narrated by Robert Trout. 
panel of celebs to identify, is be- Program is to be sponsored by Bal- 
ing packaged by Louis G. Cowan lantine, through the J. Walter 
sey Henderson. Titled Thompson agency. 

7 e of the Middle,” akinescope| For CBS, Tele s wi . 
sudition will be cut Friday (23) for jights of the nag hs "football 
presentation to prospective spon- games to be played Jan. 2 in a half- 
sors and networks. ‘hour film show the following day. | 

Henderson, now co-producer with It is to be bankrolled by Gillette, | 
his wife, Mitzi Mayfair, of ABC-'through Maxon agency. Produc- | 
TV's “Stop the Music,” will co- tion outfit has arranged for fast air- | 
emcee the show with Oscar Levant. line service to process the film on 
Guest lineup for the kickoff show time and has hired a helicopter to 
comprises Anita Loos, Deems Tay- carry Rose Bow! films from Pasa- 
lor, William Gaxton and John C. |dena to the Los Angeles airport for 
Wilson. ..; -; ae / shipment ,east., -« sac g0agre 4s 


‘day night 7:30 to 8 slot starting 
| Dec. 30. 

Show will be based on the old 
|parlor game of the title, with a 
panel of guest celebs participating. 
‘John K. M. McCaffery will emcee. 
|No sponsor has yet been inked. 





Ted Mack 


From Corse Payton 
to TV 


* * @# 


on amusing byline feature in the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


Due Soon 








| 
CONGOLEUM-NAIRN 
~ BUYS GARROWAY SHOW 


Deal signed last week for Con- 
goleum-Nairn to 
| TV's “Garroway at Large” show 
starting Feb. 19 has television 
broadcasters confidently looking. 
forward to a number of other new | 
advertisers entering the medium) 
early in 1950. Nationwide set cir- | 
culation, they point out, will near 
3,500,000 by the end of this year! 
and many prospective advertisers | 
who had been sitting out for vari- 
ous reasons are definitely planning 
video for their future. 


| Pacting by Congoleum for the 
Garroway show was set by the 
|McCann-Erickson agency and 
| represents the linoleum manufac- 
, turer’s initial TV entry. Program, 
originating from Chicago and aired 
Sunday nights from 10 to 10:30, 
has been drawing ratings con- 
sistenty around the 15 marker but 
had trouble finding a bankroller 
through fear by many potential 
sponsors that the format is too 
subtle for average viewers. Also 
snafuing earlier deals was emcee 
Dave Garroway’'s insistence that he 
have a say in deciding the type of 
commercials to be,ysed.,, , -.; 








them to drop their Sunday stanza 
for 13 weeks, and perhaps per- 
/manently, in exchange for an 
added video show. If the arrange- 
ment goes through, their last Sab- 
| bath broadcast would be Jan. 8. 


| Under the proposed setup, the 
sponsor NBC- pitzgeralds would do supplement- 


ary 15-minute telecast for ABC- 
TV in addition to their W!JZ-TV 
Thursday evening show at 7-7:15 
p.m. A Detroit appliance manu- 
facturer is now screening a kine- 
scope of the video series and may 
pick up the tab for networking the 
Fitzgeralds for the additional 7:15- 
7:30 slot. 

| The veteran breakfast team will 
| broadcast Saturday (24) from Saks 
Sth Ave. with the Saks choral 
group. Department store is open- 
ing at 8 a.m. especially for the oc- 
|casion and the broadcast wil! be 
| beamed to the sidewalk via the 
| public address system as it doesn't 
/open for business until 9:30 a.m. 
| Fitzgeralds’ visit is ai the request 
of Saks general manager Ray John- 
son. . 





22,000 Dallas-Fort Worth Seis 
Dallas, Dec. 20. 


According to latest reports here 
that are about 22,000 television re- 
ceivers in the Dallas-Forth Wor 
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Tempers Flare in Ciney on Political 


New “Report to the People” 


weekly series which opened last 
week (11) on WLW-T has aroused 
a political rumpus. 

Programs are slanted for a dis- 
cussion of city problems by Mayor 
Albert D. Cash. He is one of nine 
councilmen who select the mayor 
and holds the office by virtue of 
the 5-4 majority his Charterite 
party, a combination of Democrats 
and independent Republicans, holds 
over old-guard Republicans. 

George F. Eyrich, Jr., Republi- 
can county chairman, asked the 
station to give comparable time on 
the air to his minority group. The 
request, he said, was made in writ- 
ing to Robert E. Dunville, presi- 
deai of the Crosley Brosdecasting 
Corp.. and brought a negative re- 
ply. 

Evrich countered with a threat 
to file charges against the station 
with FCC unless the Republican 
minority in city council received 
similar video attention. 

It was pointed out by Eyrich 
that AM station WKRC reversed 
itself under similar circumstances 
several years ago, when the Re- 
publicans held the upper hand in 
council and Charles P. Taft, a 
Charterite councilman and part 
owner of WKRC, demanded equiva- 
lent representation for his party 
or withdrawal of a series on the 
station conducted by the then Re- 
publican mayor. 

Replying to Eyrich’s assertion 
that “we certainly intend to press 
charges to the limit,” Dunnville 
denied the programs are political 
and said: “If the Republicans want 
to go to the FCC, that course is 
open to them—but I don't know 
where it will get them.” Dunville 
said that Cash had been requested 
to appear on the programs “as 
Mayor. not as an individual.” 


‘ ’ 
WNBT’s ‘Spot the Sponsor 
Via 1-Minute Pic 
In a new audience participation 
device to lure the smaller local 
sponsors into television, WNBT, 
NBC's N. Y. flagship, will launch 
a new show after the first of the 
year in which the brand names of 
various sponsors will be _ spot- 


lighted in a series of one-minute 
films. Titled “Spot the Sponsor,” 





the films are to be run four times | 


a day Monday through Friday. 
probably in the early evening 
hours before the station joins the 
network. 


Pix will show shadow boxes of 
the products and, on the first one 
scanned each day, a femcee will 
identify each separately. On the 
Second film, she will identify all but 
one, and the first viewer to phone 
in the correct answer as to which 
was omitted will get $25. Third 
film will have _ two _ products 
omitted, with the winning viewer 
getting another $25, and the fourth 
will omit three products. First: to 
phone in their names will get $50. 
All products represented on the 
pix will be non-competitive and 
WNBT is pitching the show as the 
cheapest form of mass. high-fre- 
guency selling. 

Four films are to be run in on 
Station-break time, spaced about 
half-an-hour apart, so that they 
can also help lift the ratings of in- 
tervening programs. Series is be- 
ing packaged by Russell Varney 
and Earl G. Thomas, with Louise 
Varney serving as the femcee. 





Ken Barry’s TV Show 

Television producer Barnard 
Sackett has pacted comedian Ken 
Barry for a series of shows based 
on the history of American humor. 
They're to be scripted by Bernie 
Gould. 

Sackett has three other shows in 
od works, including “Rehearsals 

ith Maggie Teyte,” starring the 
British singer. 
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FCC Commissioner 


Frieda B. Hennock 


Video Ready to Don 
Seven-League Boots 


7 - 7 


an interesting byline feature in 
the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 


Auto Makers, 
Dealers Biggest 
Coast TV Buyers 


Holiywood, Dec. 20 

Automobile manufacturers and 
dealers are playing the largest part 
in the support of west coast televi- 
sion. Car makers have poured bet- 
ter than $634,000 into video here 
during the past year. Figure rep- 
resents the largest amount of coin 
to be dumped into the seven sta- 
tions here by any single industry. 

KTLA pulled better than $225.- 
000 for its share of car biz during 
the past year. Station has seven 
shows sponsored by auto manufac- 
turers. Spade Cooley goes for 
Chevrolet as does Ice Hockey and 
“Bandstand Revue.” Chrysler 
sponsors station's feature film on 
‘Thursdays and Sundays and also 
picks up the tab for a five a week 
news show. Murphy Motors, rep- 
resenting Plymouth, sponsors the 
Jalopy Derby each Sunday. In ad- 
dition, KTLA has Ford, Lincoln, 
Mercury and Oldsmobile spots. 

Don Otis is on for Ford over 
'KLAC-TV. Oldsmohile picks up 
the tab on “Silver’s Theatre” and 
\Broadway Motor Sales. Ford car- 
ries the coin commitment on a 
series of English films. Chevrolet 
sponsored the City College football 
games this past season. Station 
also has a long list of General Mo- 
tors cars spots each week. 

Ford goes for a five a week news 
and weather show over KNBH each 
week to the tune of about $50,004 
per year. In addition, Pontiac 
sponsors a sports show and runs 
‘daily spots on the station. Hudson 
carried a program earlier in the 
year, as did Chevrolet. Buick also 
jcame in for some spots. KECA- 
‘TV's biggest collection came from 


(Continued on page 30) 

















Chevy May Renegotiate 


> os ’ 
 §chwartz’s ‘Inside USA 

Despite earlier statements that 
Chevrolet was cancelling out on 
CBS-TV's “Inside U. S. A. With 
Chevrolet” at the end of the cur- 
rent cycle, the possibility for re- 
‘newal of the program is still good. 
Producer Arthur Schwartz de- 
clared this week that the contract 
‘is now being renegotiated and that 
'he is dickering with Chevvy and its 
ad agency, Campbell-Ewald, for a 
new basis for continuation. CBS 
al-o reported this week it is mak- 
‘ing every effort to continue the 
show on the air. 

First 13 weeks for the show, 
which is now aired alternate Thurs- 
days from 8:30 to 9 p.m., expires 
in March. Program carries a $20.- 
000 talent and production nut and, 
under the usual escalator clause, 
the budget would have been upped 
‘to about $30,000 by next fall. Most 
‘recent Hooperating was about a 19 
and accordingly, Chevvy report- 
edly felt the show was not a good 

{investment dollar-wise. 
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n Cincy o ‘SCRIPT PROBLEM 
Time Claimed Denied on WLW-T 41) MOST ACUTE 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20. ¢ 


Development of writing talent 
specifically for television looms as 
the most necessary ingredient in 
the compounding of better pro- 
grams for 1950. That is the con- 
sensus of video network execs after 
scanning their accomplishments 
during the last year and crystal- 


balling for the months ahead. But 
at this time the problem is even 
more acute, since none of the webs 
have any concrete notions on how 
to accomplish that goal. 


Questioned as to what they con- 
sidered was new and outstanding 
in video programming during 1949, 
web spokesmen frankly conceded 
that very few shows now being 
aired could be considered original 
or outstanding. Admitting that TV 
has tended too much to routine for- 
mats, they believe that nothing 
exceptional has emerged because 
the writing has not been excep- 
tional. Going a step further in 
their self-condemnation, they con- 
ceded that, with few exceptions, 
no writer has been employed by a 
network on a staff basis. 

That the webs also haven't fared 
too well in their development of 
professional scripters from other 
phases of show biz is evidenced by 
the steadily-mounting complaints 
of such writers. With a good half- 
hour script for one of the higher- 
budgeted dramatic series now pay- 
ing as high as $500, the scripters 
have few complaints now on the 
pay scale. What they do dislike, 
however, is the fact that the webs 
will not pay for a script until after 
it has been aired, even though it’s 
been definitely accepted. With 
most dramatic show producers now 
basing their choice of properties 
on the availability of name actors, 
that means writers in many cases 


may have to wait weeks after a 
script has been accepted before 
being paid. No other medium, 


they point out, operates that way. 


Probing further into their pres- 
ent writing drawbacks, the net- 
works admit they have been guilty 
too often of copying each other. 
Once one of the webs comes up 
with a new program format that 
proves successful, the others rush 
in with duplicate shows at a speed 
to satiate the public. They con- 
cede, consequently, that the pleth- 
ora of dramatic programs on the 
most recent Hooper, Pulse and 
Nielsen ratings doesn't represent 
a pat on the back for the webs. 
Instead, it underlines an overem- 
phasis on dramatic shows through 
the ease of getting adaptations in 
place of original scripts. 

With the exception of a few 
original plays on the legiter series, 
the net spokesmen are hard put to 
‘spotlight any new format ideas de- 
veloped during the last year. Men- 
tioned most often were NBC-TV's 
“Garroway at Large” and Du- 
'Mont’s “Hands of Murder.” For- 
imer show, while it has featured 
‘original and unique production 
‘techniques, is still a musical va- 
riety program. And “Hands,” 
while it has innovated the use of 
original stories each week and sug- 
gestive settings, is still a dramatic 
show. 





Grunt-Groan Burrows’ 


Closed-Circuit Audition 


CBS television was scheduled to 
audition the projected Abe Bur- 
rows wrestling show via a closed 
circuit pickup from St. Nicholas 
Arena, N. Y., last night (Tues.). 


Judson Bailey was named to direct | 


the remote pickup crew. 

Show is to comprise an hour of 
legit wrestling matches from the 
arena with comedian Burrows han- 
diing the commentary. Last night's 
test was scheduled for 10 p. m., 
but, if it proves successful, CBS 
hopes it can arrange to slot the 
show weekly in the Tuesday night 
at 8 slot as opposition to Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” on 
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Ben Grauer 
wonders if there's 


Too Much Yatata 
in TV? 


an amusing byline feature in the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 


Raytheon Bid For 
More Time on Hub 


TV Nixed by FCC 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
| Cracking down hard on video 
permittees stalling on construction, 


the FCC yesterday (19) refused a 
|time extension to Raytheon Mfg. 
Co. to complete its TV station in 
Boston. The action, reversing an 
initial decision favoring an exten- 
sion, requires that Raytheon forfeit 
its channel, thus making available 
three channels (under present al- 
locations) to six frozen applicants. 

Commission decision, unless 
again reversed under a 20-day pro- 
cedure for reconsideration, means 
that Boston will have to wait until 
the freeze is lifted before it gets 
another video station. Two sta- 
tions are now in operation. 

Argument by Raytheon that it 
could have the station on the air 
soon and that a denial of extension 
would prevent Boston from having 
a third station for a long time 
| failed to impress the Commission. 
Present status of Raytheon’s con- 
struction, the agency said, is “im- 
material.” Nor, said FCC, does the 
fact the company laid out funds for 
equipment since its last extension 
expired have a hearing on the is- 
sues. 

Agency concluded that Raytheon 
“has not been diligent in proceed- 
ing with the construction of its 
proposed television station and was 
not prevented from completing 
‘construction of such station by 











causes not under its contro! or by | 


other matters sufficient to justify 
a third extension of its construction 
permit.” 

Commission action automatically 
knocked out a long-pending ap- 
plication by CBS to buy the un- 
finished station (for out-of-pocket 
expenses) and a matching bid (un- 
der the old AVCO procedure) by 
Meredith Publishing Co. 


As a result of the decision, 
chances of Paramount and 20th- 
Fox to obtain stations in Boston 
ray be improved, providing anti- 
trust violators are permitted to en- 
| ter the video station field. Par and 
Fox are among the six frozen ap- 
plicants in the area. Under pres- 
ent allocations three channels are 
now available. However, FCC has 
proposed to delete one channel 
from Boston. 


Warren Exits Waring Show 


Clash of personalities between 
Fred Waring and CBS-TV director 
Ralph Warren has resulted in War- 
ren’s ankling the Sunday night 
Waring show. 

Herb Sussan has been assigned 
by the web to take over as director 





for the next three weeks. At that 
time Bob Banner, now directing 
NBC-TV's “Garroway at Large” 


program from Chicago, wili join 
CBS in N. Y. and receive the War- 
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Loose Schedule on Kines Hampers 
Web Trailerizing of Programs 


+ Kinescope recordings, although 


they bave been of inestimable 
value in extension of television 
network facilities, are also throw- 
ing several stumbling blocks in the 
paths of webs and sponsors. Be- 
cause of the generally loose sched- 
ules on which kine shows are 
played by many stations, they con- 
sistently stymie the webs’ plans for 
trailerizing programs and also 
make it tough for producers to in- 
clude topical gags or events. 

In radio, the nets have always 
found that the best way to plug 
other shows on the air was on radio 


itself. They found that results 
from such courtesy announce- 
ments, which generally included 


the time and day for the show 
plugged, were always better than 
from newspaper and magazine ad- 
vertising. Because a TV show may 
originate live on a certain time and 
then be played via kine by non- 
interconnected stations at almost 
any other time, such a plug in 
video is worthless. 

Networks have partially compen- 
sated for that drawback by insert- 
ing short clips from shows previ- 
ously transcribed at station breaks 
and other available spot times. 
Such clips have been found to pay 
off as regular trailers. They must 
be given regular slotting, however, 
at time which could be sold to an- 
other client. In addition, they are 
too obviously commercial to be in- 
tegrated into a live program. 

Difficulty presented by kine 
shows in the use of topical events 
has been pointed up during the 
last several weeks by almost every 
show on the air. Most of the pro- 
grams have been tossing in Christ- 
mas gags, carols and other seasonal 
happenings. Since a show origi- 
nating in N. Y. is seldom seen on 
the Coast via kine until two weeks 
later, such topical occurrences 
would appear far out-dated on the 
non-interconnected stations. As a 
result, programming execs have 
been forced to be extremely wary 
of the material in their Chvistmas 
shows. 

In view of the tremendous value 
of the kine process, tiie webs re- 
gard such inherent setbacks as 
minor. Most industry execs, while 
they will not admit it openly, are 
convinced now that they could not 
afford line charges on a coast-to- 
coast coaxial hookup even if it 
were available now. As a result, 
they plan to continue feeding pro- 
grams via kine for some years to 
come, 


‘Stickin’ to Chi,’ Sez 
Garroway at Philly: 
Gets Ad Club Award 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

“For blazing new trials in tele- 
vision and setting high standards 
of originality in an advertising me- 
dium,” Dave Garroway was warded 
the Philadelphia Junior Advertis- 
ing Club’s award of merit Thurs- 
day (15) at a dinner in the Poor 
Richard Club. 

The award was presented by 
Frank Palumbo, local cafe-chain 
operator. Garroway said his TV 
show would remain in Chicago. His 
staff of 130 “is happy there and 
in New York we'd be subjected to 
annoying outside influences, back- 
biting and all that goes with it,” 
Garroway told his listeners. 


‘DICK TRACY’ 66 SHOW 
PEDDLED BY ABC-TV 


ABC-TV has been screening for 
agencies a kine of “Dick Tracy.” 
half-hour Keith-Palmer package 
based on the comic strip. Series 
will include the strip’s eccentric 
characters, such as B. O. Plenty 
and Gravel Gertie, and trick mur- 
der weapons like shooting cigars. 
Package. it’s estimated, will! sell for 
under $6,000 a week. 

“A Couple of Joes,” which had 
been dropped by the web, returns 
in the Wednesday evening lineup 
at 8 p.m. It fills the spot vacated 








...¢ing program on a permanent basis: by the Wendy Barrie show. 
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EASY ACES | ing from the newsreels. The 
With Jane and Geodman Ace | sporscaster is caught sitting at his 








Director: Jeanne Harrison | wall behind him. Program’s format | 
Producer: Ziv Television Programs | is thus conveyed pictorially, estab- | 
mood 




































tlety and broad gags which have Jerome Hines, the Metropolitan 
trademarked the team over the Opera basso, would make an ex- 
past two decades. cellent video personality if he'd 

Opening show (14) of the series let loose. He's a tall, handsome 
was simply but ingeniously com- gent and his Met affiliation auto- 
pounded out of some film clips matically puts him into the upper 
and a running commentary by the: echelon of singers. It may have 
Aces. In a straightforward parlor been nervousness in connection 
setting, the couple were shown with his video preem, but he im- 
watching a video program which pressed as being somewhat on the 





The dominating mother was in- 
triguingly played by Adelaide | !¢t. 
Klein, whose interpretation added 
depth to the piece. One scene, in 












| sage from “Macbeth” not only made 
the actress’ quondam glory 










| willed son, although tending to un- 





itself, the film was highly enter- belt would correct that defect. 






1900 fashions, places and persons. explaining the background of the | heavily. Teena Star registered well 
During the film’s runoff, the more ambitious efforts, offers a | 4S the heroine. Direction was 47... paniels 
Aces engaged in their domestic solo spot by his pianist, Milton | 00d, with the opening scenes shot ~~ ot 








dumb Dore, picking up Goodman's Hunt, also of the Metop roster. | face was not seen-—creating an ele- 
snappers very late and dishing up | Both these come off well. Kaye's | ment of suspense. And there were 
a full share of malapropistic | spot is a bit odd, inasmuch as the 
Jaughs. Goodman Ace delivered | quest for informality leads Kaye 
his line of gags at a normal con-'to talk with a pipe clenched in 







dispensed with, in favor of quiet, 
nervous pantomime. That was un- 






























vides more than the usual amount Camera. This creates a tendency | sixteen Meg. All were well cast | hatcheck girl. 


slides (pics and cartoons) to illus- | friendly and using her hands as characteristics. Particularly fine daughter. 


ing innovation, the idea originat- type to tune in the program. Hado. (Laurie). Others in the produc-' be ludicrous. 


hinges on the mixture of dry sub- WOR-TV, N. Y. esting fillip. |movement and 
stance, in the girls’ acting a play- 
Lighting was used effectively, 
with some sequences opening dark 


- . : brightening as painting coming to 
| which the old trouper did a pas- life. However, there were a few 
occasions when the shadow of the 
lievable but also had overtones ™ike boom intruded. — 
| pointing up the horror of the mur- There was a lag in interest in jface’s brother. 
, , - ‘ ; : . : the middle of the second act, but 
comprised the celluloid portion, | stiff side personality-wise. Prob- | ders she had committed. Oliver as a whole Garth Montgomery's 
dealing with old New York. By ably a few more shows under his | Thorndike was good as the weak- production registered as a tender, 
ae | - . ’ can ing story. And the sal 
taining in its spotlighting of early Hines warbles a few numbers, | derscore the submissiveness too pom een bs and | tempted 
fessor involved deft 


~ — - : te so Commercials were entertaining. 
patter. Jane, as usual, was the Kaye, and a guest spot by Lois | from behind Miss Klein, so her 0 ¢ochion spot, which included 
mannikins with Lily Dache gowns, 
conveyed class 
and pantomime — a_ refreshing 
break from raucous spiels. 





In the end, as you 


trate feature stories and news-| She talks she manages to convey | was Miss Mundy, who held the; For one solid act co-adapters 


Show’s opening shot is eyecatch- ers watching at that time are the German professor) and Will Hare | lor, so decisively that it tended to 
Much teo late in (Continued on page 30) 
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30 Mins.; Wed., 7:45 p.m. lishing a fine introductory- . 

HUDSON DEALERS ' Camera dissolves into shots of/ Jp the light of recent criticism|tion, with similarly top-flight|tke piece (25 minutes 

DuMont, > - ee amen a bs ee leveled at tele ea for <— thenping, were vreness i, pour! star Melvyn ome 

( Aitkin-Kyne , , ‘cessive gore, -TV’s “The ro shburn, u c . | in, an omnisc 

Nearing the 20-year mark on pg stride, making for 4) Cjock” Jast week (14) showed re-| Ernest Cossart, Bill Lipton and | stranger who decks the eatery 

the airlanes, Jane and Goodman smooth performance. | tense and| straint. Although there were two | Kathryn Grill. | with holly, breaks out a bow! of 

Ace have translated their “Easy —— 4 A it da change | Murders, they were committed off Ellis Marcus’ adaptation made | punch, starts a roaring blaze in the 

Aces” show from AM to TV in top- accelerated. #) sme ae ne 8¢ | stage, and the one visible killing | good use of a young miss reading | fireplace and works the magic of 





in pace would relax himself and| .",’ cop) was done quickly and|the classic to integrate the epi-| Christmas cheer. It was here that 


notch style. Packaged on film by I 

the Ziv company, the video ver-v audience. on without sadism. The emphasis was | sodes and serve as narrator be- | the production picked up interest 
sion retains all the casually clever ‘on the twisted relationship be-| tween the acts. Much of the ac-| and pace. And by the time the 
humor of the Aces’ original domes- JEROME HINES ‘tween an overpainted, invalid ex-|tion involved large groups—fami- | stranger—name of Charles Dick- 
tic comedy sessions plus the addi- With Milton Kaye, Guest actress and her submissive ‘son. |lies were big in those days—but ens—left, the play had taken on 
tion of important sight values. Director: Mende Brown |This silver-cord angle gave an these scenes were well staged and | fair degree of warmth. 
Basically, however, this show 15 Mins.; 7:15 p.m., Sat. | otherwise routine meller an inter- | highly visual. There was excellent Script worked in some realistic 


in- | details, such as some TV actor- 
diners reading a trade paper re- 
view panning their show and the 
hatcheck gal collecting NBC stars’ 
(to create a silhouette) and then | autographs. Douglas was a win- 
ning advocate of Yuletide fellow- 
ship while Taylor handled his hard- 
bitten role well and Ralph Riggs 
was understanding as the sour bon- 





versational pace “9 easy consump- his teeth. Jose. | derstanding use of video technique. | voices have been  bilended 
tion. The trio of scripters work-~- ee —— . . , hi terrific harmonics 
| The fact that it is about Christ- acmieve ferric ha . 
ing - ony oer apparently THE DORSEY CONNORS SHOW! A_ delightful production of | mas isn’t enough to guarantee that Chorus did excellently with such 
ound the right “Easy Aces” for-| Producer: Norman Felton ‘Louisa May Alcott’s “Little |a telecast will go over, even with Pieces as “The 12 Days of Christ- 
— _ a crack comedy TV airer Director: Russell Mayberry |Women” was screened by “Ford |a presold audience. “Philco Tele- ™&5.” and Mallottee’s setting to 
with broad appeal. Herm. § Mins., Mon.-thru-Thurs., 10:25 | Theatre” on CBS-TV last Friday | vision Theatre” (1g) | “The Lord's Prayer.” 
UE 201 p.m. (16), catching the full flavor of | dramatized Margaret Cousins’ story,|,,C@™mera work was similarly in a 
LET’S LOOK AT SPORTS WNBQ, Chicago ‘the charming March family. There | “Strange Christmas Dinner,” but | bi8h vein with the iconoscopes hit- 
With Tom Duggan The Dorsey Connors Show is a/|was plenty of eye appeal in the | the effect was not much of a gift | img with split-second precision the 
roducer: Bill Ray five-minute tele chatter feature | quartet of young actresses who |to the viewers. It was a tale that °*&¢t portion of the chorus which 
irector: Reinald Werrenrath dealing with topics ranging from | played the girls—Meg Mundy as | borrowed heavily from Dickens’ “#5 ¢@*rying the melody. 
10 Mins. Mon.-Fri., 10:50 p.m. household hints to ancedotes about | the boyish, story-writing Jo, Pa- | ‘A Christmas Carol,” telling how a Sole defect in planning was the 
Sustaining prominent personalities. Reclining |tricia Kirkland as the retiring | Scrooge-type restaurateur tries to background of he Lord's Pray- 
WNBQ, Chicago in a lounge chair during the tele-| Beth, June Lockhart as the naive | dampen the holiday spirit of his | St ae a a 


Fast talking Tom Duggan pro-| ¢@st, she speaks directly into the | Amy and Kim Hunter as the sweet- | cook-brother, waiters, busboy and moment of that would have been 


f j i | for the show to become static. H i ; sufficient since the program in it- 
of news for late hour dial twisters static. Her | and turned in good performances | know, his icy heart thaws, he re- self carried out the religious 


in this 10-minute telecast. With|™anner, however, is warm and jthat delineated their individual | pents and visits his disinherited motif 





oe he gives viewers a poly- some idea of motion. _center of interest most of the time. | Fred Coe and Joe Less stacked the _First television shqw to capitalize 
sided preview of daily sports hap-| Late hour skedding of show! Male leads were handled under- | cards against the miserly misan- 98 New York City’s current water 
penings. poses question whether dial twist-| standingly by Karl Malden (the | thrope, played by Vaughan Tay- Shortage, DuMont’s “Hands 

' Murder” presented a_cleverly- 




















HELEN HAYES 

CLARE BOOTH LUCE 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
VINCENT SHEEAN © 
JAMES STEWART 
FANNIE HURST 


» great names ==. 


help make 
WOR great! 


For more than a quarter-century WOR, and its nationally-noted programs, 
have been sparkling showcases for names that mean magic to milliens— 


and thousands of additional sales to WOR's sponsors whose 
shows carry them and are surrounded by them. 
Here, for instance, is a handful of the great people who have appeared 


on WOR during the past twelve months. 











WOR-a great station for great names 


FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, JR. 
CLIFTON FADIMAN 

JOHN CARRADINE 

GLORIA VANDERBILT 

RALPH BELLAMY 

OGDEN NASH 

NANCY WALKER 

SALLY VICTOR 


‘JOAN BENNETT 


NORMAN THOMAS 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 
HERBERT MARSHALL 
JOHN GIELGUD 
BENNET CERF 
MADELEINE CARROLL 
BILLY ROSE 
HILDEGARDE 

ZERO MOSTEL 
ROBERT FROST 
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, It 
ALEC TEMPLETON 









The Roberta Quinlan show for 
Mohawk carpets on Friday ‘16) at- 
an extremely ambitious 
direction by Undertaking for a 15-minute 
“ perio¢. Sponsors of the program 
transported a 120-voice chorus 
from Amsterdam, N. Y., for a pro- 
gram of Christmas tunes. This 
wr tl a mixed cherus, comprising workers 
several moments when dialog WaS | Christmas giving plug used ballet in the Mohawk plant, under direc- 

tion of Reginald Harris, is an ex- 
cellently disciplined group, whose 
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A Merry Christmas 


A thappy New Bear 








Our Clients and Their Staffs 


* AMERICAN HOME PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


* B. T. BABBITT, INC. 


* THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 


* STERLING DRUG INC. 


Our Advertising Agents and Their Staffs 


* DANCER-FITZGERALD-SAMPLE, INC. 
* JOHN F. MURRAY ADVERTISING AGENCY, INC. 
* DUANE JONES COMPANY, INC. 


Frank and Anne Hummert 
* RADIO’S OUTSTANDING CREATIVE TEAM 


All the Personnel of Our Shows 


AMERICAN ALBUM OF FAMILIAR MUSIC 


MYSTERY THEATRE 


MR. CHAMELEON 


MR. KEEN, TRACER OF LOST PERSONS 


BACKSTAGE WIFE 
DAVID HARUM 
FRONT PAGE FARRELL 
JUST PLAIN BILL 
LORENZO JONES 


= FROM THE STAR SSSS= 


LORA LAWTON 

OUR GAL SUNDAY 
ROMANCE OF HELEN TRENT 
STELLA DALLAS 

YOUNG WIDDER BROWN 
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AIR FEATURES, Inc. 
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scripted and well-acted half-hour 
meller Friday night (16). To avoid 
a “Martian searce,” scripters Larry 
Menkin and Charles Speer pref- 


aced their story of water rationing | 


and bootlegging in 1952 with an 
obvious dut effective twist—the 
simple expedient of setting the 
scene by having two TV writers 
dreaming up the story for a video 
show. 

Yarn was slightly far-fetched at 
times. involving an harassed father 
killing the water bootlegger who 
refused to let him have another 
gallon of the precious stuff for his 
sick child because the _ father 
welshed on payment for the first 
gallon. Dialog, too, tended to 
triteness, with such phrases as 
“Its all pounding in on me, in 
waves” repeated too often for com- 
fort. But, it was a good show and 
played well, with Henry Jones, 
Elliott Sullivan, Marilyn Monk and 
Ray Mulderic topping an okay cast. 

As usual on this series, Menkin's 
production and Frank Bunetta's 
direction teamed admirably to 
keep the pace taut. That idea of 
using only suggestive sets instead 
of fullseale backgrounds, and rac- 
ing the tempo via machine-gun 
camera cuts, is both inexpensive 
and good. 





CBS-TV’s “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” continues week after week 
as an entertainingly funny pro- 
gram but it apparently is finding 
it increasingly difficult to dream 
up those so-called problems the 
guest talent presents to the panel. 
On last Sunday night's (18) show, 
for example, Met-opera soprano 
Rise Stevens took the panel to task 


Tele Followups 


Continued from page 28 


for the way they had treated opera. 
previously. It certainly was ho 
problem but it was a good device | 
to get Miss Stevens on the show. | 


As usual, most of the fun lay in 
the badinage among the panel 
members, comprising George S. 
Kaufman, Abe Burrows and guest 
Gloria Swanson, as they swapped | 
quips with moderator Clifton Fadi- 
man and the “problem” talent. In 
addition to Miss Stevens, who 
thrushed one tune neatly, Billy 
Gilbert was on with his sneezing 
routine and a question of whether 
to return to film work for more 
sneezing or stay in N.Y. for a non- 
sneeze role in an upcoming legiter. 
Dance team of Helene and Howard 
wowed with their comic terping 
more than with their contrived 
problem of how to offset the 
jealousy of the male member's gal 
friend. 





First of the Texaco Star Thea- 
tre’s shows this season without its 
number one _ attraction, Milton 
Berle, socked home. To overcome 
the absence of its prime performer. 
off on a two-week Florida vacation, 
the Kudner Agency and the Wil- 
liam Morris office adopted a for- 
get-the-budget attitude and lined 
up one of the strongest casts seen 
on a vaudeo program. 

There was only one weak link, 
emcee Hank Ladd. In another 
type of show that would have been 
insignificant, since Ladd is an ex- 
tremely capable performer with a 
wry sense of humor that sort of 
sneaks up on the viewers. But the 
tone of the show since its incep- 
tion has been the bludgeoning an- 


tics of Berle that mowed down au- | 
















Farm Story 


a WWJ 
Daily 
Feature 
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From 6:30 to 7:00, five 
mornings a week, farmers 
take time off from their 
chores to listen to John 
Merrifield, WWJ's capa- 
ble farm editor. He not 
only presents farm news 
of usual interest, but he 


has traveled more than 45,000 miles the past year 
through the prosperous farm areas of Michigan, 
Indiana and Ohio to make 159 transcribed and 


direct-wire broadcasts 


happenings. 


ef unusual on-the-farm 


To make “The Farm Story” the most authentic of 
all farm programs, John Merrifield has entertained 
almost 500 guests and experts, spoken before 26 
farm organizations, sat in with more than 70 farm: 


planning meetings ani 
research, 


“The Farm Story” 


spent countless hours in 


is another example of why 


WWJ—The Detroit News is first in public service 
and first in public acceptance of its programs anid 
the products advertised on it. 





AM—950 KILOCYCLES—S000 WATTS 
FM—CHANNEL 246—97.1 MEGACYCLES 


PiRsT IN DETROIT . 


- Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





Netienrel Representatives THE 


GEORGE 


P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


Assocrote Televisram Station WWI-TV 
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_haven't diminished, especially with 


} 
laugh sequence. 
} 


diences when he was in good form. 
The changeover to Ladd’ slow 
modus-operandi was too sharp to) 
be appreciated by the Berle dev- | 


| 
otees. i 


As for the rest of the show, tal- Leagu 


ent was better than usual, with 
Bert Lahr contributing an out-| 


White” 
the neaf-sighted medico examin-— 


old bit, but its funny moments 


Lahr in the top role. 


Another topflight act, the Ink 
Spots, scored with a pair of tunes, 
winding up with their perennial 
“If I Didn’t Care.” The rest of the 
talent was similarly in a top vein. 
The Acromaniacs gave the show a 
fast start, and Gil Maison con- 
tinued with his clever animal act 
and his keen comedy sense. Mary 
Hatcher, of “Texas, Lil Darlin’,” 
gave a good song performance of 
“Yodelin’ Blues,” with Ladd giving 
an informal assist. Stan Cava- 
naugh, the vet juggler, also did 
handily. Finale was devoted to the 
cafeteria sketch by Connie Sawyer 
and Ladd. This also had its mo- 
ments. 





Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” show (CBS) Sunday (18) 
was one of his slower programs. 
It was without a strong name lure 
and generally weak performances 
all around except for Tommy 
Treni’s punch and judy show, a 
type of act that, although often 
| seen on video, is satisfactory every 
time around. 

Sullivan got off to a bad start 
with the opening bit, which 
brought on old time songwriters 
such as Harry Armstrong (“Sweet 
Adeline”); W. C. Handy (St. Louis 
Blues”) and Maude Nugent 
(“Sweet Rosie O'Grady”). Inter- 
lude was okay in itself, but not as 
a leadoff item. And the show 
closed on a similar note, with 
Lenny Kent's weakly devised 
In between, there 
was a youngster who pantomimed 





WHOM ‘Operation 
Naturalization 


“Operation Naturalization,” edu- 
cational experiment in Americani- 
‘zation training, will be launched 
/by WHOM in cooperation with 
|New York City’s Board of Educa- 
,tion in mid-January. Project. 
planned several months ago, will 
urge listeners to enroll for a series 
of 12 evening sessions at the in- 
die’s 52d St. studios. 


cast. Airer will be plugged via 
aduit students attending Ameri- 
canization classes in city schools. 
Study materials will be based on 
publications issued by the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service 
of the Justice Dept. 





‘curriculum consultant, to work 
_ with WHOM as adviser in planning 
/and conducting the classes and | 
broadcasts. Charles Baltin, WHOM | 
| assistant manager, will coordinate | 
| the activities and Salvator J. Pino, | 
naturalization expert for I] Pro-| 
|gresso Italo-Americano (which | 
| owns the station) will serve on the | 
_planning committee. 





RTDG-Web Talks Off 


| Negotiations between the N. Y. 
| local of Radio-Television Directors 
Guild and the four webs have been 
suspended. Efforts Monday (19) by 
state mediators to bring both 
| parties were unsuccessful, but 
additional mediation is planned. 


RTDG last night (Tues.) held an 
,emergency meeting to discuss 
| measures to win a new contract. 
| replacing the pact which expires 
| Dec. 31. Nets are refusing to 
| recognize the union on the grounds 
| that the bargaining unit includes 
| program assistants and supervisory 

personnel. 








Des Moines—One of the oldest 
| Single-sponsor local radio shows 
| in the midwest, “The Sunday Fun- 
| mies” recently celebrated its 16th 
anniversary on KRNT. The hour-' 
long Sunday morning broadcast has 
'been sponsored for the 16 years 
| by the Colonial Baking Co. Pro-| 


/gram director Charles Miller pro-| 
/duces and directs the show, as-— 
sisted -by- Larry Dav 





ee Sin 


Christmas Eve 


| 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Radio Writers Guild. which has been tussling lately with its Authors 


having 


e of America affiliates over the jufisdiction of television, is also 
difficulties with its own executive setup. Roy Langham, whose 


resignation as national executive secretary submitted six months ago, 
standing turn in the “Men in, was to have become effective Dec. 1, is remaining an additional month 


etch. Lahr was nifty as or so. He has not announced his future assignment. 


, Recent appointment of James Stabile, eastern executive secretary, 
ing a patient for eyeglasses. It’s an to double as the Guild’s attorney, has been vetoed by the League, which 
recently named Arthur Garfield Hays as general counsel for the League 


and all the eastern guilds. RWG 


| Stabile’s activities as attorney. 


was given six months to wind up 


At the last League council meeting, an attack on the League admin- 


istration was made by Sheldon Stark, RWG eastern v.p. 


It involved 


what appeared to be an attempt to force the resignation of the League's 


key executives. 
affiliates, however. 





Move was blocked by representatives of the other 


co 


Margaret Truman, who sopranoed on ABC's “Carnegie Hall” last 
night (Tues.), hosted a press conference following her rehearsal on 


Monday. Asked to comment on a 


Groucho Marx quip that “the only 


way a Republican can get into the White House is to marry Margaret,” 
the President's daughter told the newsmen, “Right now I haven't any 


Republican boy friends. But that 
added, “The entire romance in my 
believe me.” 


She 
Seriously, 


doesn’t mean I'd bar them.” 
life at present is music. 


To ballyhoo Miss Truman's guester, ABC sent out a special promotion 
kit to affiliates carrying the Amoco-backed stanza. 





Impact of foreign language broadcasts is demonstrated by the $4.500 
sent in to WLIB, N. Y., following the report on a single Polish newscast 


of a fire which orphaned seven Elizabeth, N. J., children. 


funds were solicited, listeners sent 


Although no 
contributions te Michael Kecki, the 


indie’s Polish announcer, who in turn presented the money to the mayor 
of Elizabeth for the youngsters’ care. 





“Miracle on 34th Street,” story of a Macy’s Santa Claus originally 
penned by Valentine Davies and filmed two years ago by 20th-Fox, will 
be given its first radio airing Friday night (23) on NBC’s “Screen Di- 


rector’s Playhouse.” 
the picture. 


Edmund Gwenn will repeat his starring role from 
In a special exploitation stunt for the program, NBC has 


arranged with Macy's. N. Y. department store, to donate $1,000 worth 
of gifts to 500 underprivileged children who will be studio guests dur- 


ing the airing in Hollywood. 














Auto Makers 


| Continued from page 27 ai 
Dodge, which picked up half <::e 





‘to a Judy Garland recording: tab on the USC-UCLA foutball 
‘Wanda & Howard Bell, a good games during the past season. 
dance act which couldn't ick up Dodge laid down $38,500 for the 
the show alone; George Kirby, a 8ames. Three Chevy dealers are 
fair imitator, and Bill Tabbert, of paying $3,000 this year for the 
“South Pacific.” wrestling matches at Ocean Park. 

Spots have brought in $11,000 

isince station went on the air in 


late September. Totaled auto men 
have placed $52,500 on KECA this 
year. 

Dodge came through again when 
it split the basketball nut with 
Hoffman Video. Car firm paid close 
to $15,000 as their end of the court 
games. Howard Buick put on $4,- 
500 for nine weeks of a 15-minute 
program and the outlet picked up 


ing the past 12 months. KTTYV, 
thus, came out of the shuffle with 
$41,600. KTSL drew $35,000 over 
the year with Buick sponsoring the 
wrestling bouts and a film series 
titled “Touchdown.” In addition, 


'station cornered Ford d 
Classroom instruction will be Frazer ar ae 


supplemented by a weekly broad- \through 


spots. KFI-TV came 
with Oldsmobile, Pontiac, 
Chevy, Packard and Kaiser-Frazer 
spots. Station had a tougher time 
than the other six outlets in that 
they are on only in the daytime, 
which appears to be a bad time for 
auto pitching. 


| Auto situation looks as though it , : 
_The Education Board has as- will become even bigger during the ™4t is concerned with highlights 
signed Dr. J. Maurice Richman, next year with Studebaker and f"°™ Poland’s musical and artistic 


Nash both considering local pro- 
grams. 


WPTZ’s Bethlehem 





(Penna) TV Pickup’ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
WPTZ will 
program originating 
from Bethlehem, Pa., (Sat. (24) 
which will include services from 
the Cathedral Church of the’ Na- 
tivity, where the choir of 70 men 
and boys will be heard under the 
direction of Robert Knox Chap- 
man 


During the program. the cam-— 
eras will 


switch to the nearby 
Moravian Sunday Schoo! building 
to show a minature reproduction 
of the Nativity scene. The Trom- 
bone Choir, which 
heralds the dawn of Christmas Day 
will be seen and heard plaving 


from the tower of the Central Mo- | 


ravian Church. 
WPTZ is sending six camera 


| crews, two complete remote units 
,and approximately 60 people to 


Bethlehem. 





Baltimore — Joel Chaseman has 
been named publicity director of 
WAAM., indie television outlet 
here. He'll continue as co-emcee 
with Tommy Dukehart of the 
“WAAM Sports Room.” aired from 
3 to 5 p.m. daily. Harriett George, 
meanwhile, remains in charge of 


is.- +++ +++ +the station's decal «publicity: « - ---+-. : . 


AE IE 


l' WEDC Denies Red Tinge 


Polish Listeners Would 
Be Ist to Catch on, It Says 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Accusations made by Sen. Her- 
bert R. O’Conor (D, Md.) in Wash- 
ington last week ('3) that Chi's 
radio station WEDC has spread 
Communist propaganda over a 
Polish disk jockey program, were 
denied here by station manager 
Frank Kotnour. 





present a_ special 


traditionally | 


RS LODE, EEL IR Tag A a Ey orca esr acs ao 


The program features Nina 
Czuwara as emcee, sponsored by 
the Gdynia-America Line, steam- 
ship company, Sundays, from 7 to 
:30 p.m. for one of two 15-minute 
segments. Gdynia-America owns 


the passenger ship Batory on which 


‘an additional $22,000 on spots dur- | Gerhart Eisler, top U. S. Com- 


munist, made his 
America. 
Scoffing at O’Conor’s charge that 


the Polish Embassy, and not the 


escape from 


Steamship line, subsidizes the pro- 


gram, Kotnour said’ copy heard 
over the air during Gdynia-Amer- 
_ica time are innocuous plugs de- 
\seribing pleasantries of ocean 
travel. Recordings are made in 
New York, then sent to Chi and 
translated into English. This en- 
ables WEDC announcer Bill Mack 
to censor copy before it is aired in 
Polish. 

In addition to commercials, for- 


history. 

Kotnour said the first to know 
| Of subversive propaganda would be 
his listeners, but since debut of 
program last August, no one has 
called to protest. 








“ARCHIE ANDREWS” % 


SCRIPT +236 


By Cari Jampel 
CAST 
Archie ..... ..Bob Hastings 


Jughead .... Harlan Stone 
Mom .......Alice Yourman 
Dad ......- Art Kohl 
Veronica......Gloria Mann 
Betty...... Rosemary Rice 


* 


Director... Ken MacGregor 
Announcer..... Dick Dudley 
Organist ...George Wright 


* 


NBC, Saturday, 12:30 P.M. 











~- 




















ee ees 




















mth 


ary, 
lich 
gue 

up 


lin- 
ved 
1e's 
her 


last 

on 
niv 
_ 
any 
She 
sly, 


ion 


500 
‘ast 

no 
the 
vor 


sily 
will 
Di- 
‘om 
has 
rth 
ur- 


ys 


er- 
Sh- 
i's 


sad 


re 
ger 


na 
by 
m- 
to 
ite 
ns 
ich 
m- 
pm 


nat 
he 
ro- 
rd 
er- 
le- 
an 

in 
nd 
»n- 
ick 


or- 
his 
tic 











oe baa 


RIE 








Wednesday, December 21, 1949 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 





WNEW to Pass Up 
Its 50 KW Grant? 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

The FCC’s grant toe WNEW, 
N. Y., of its long-sought 50 kw per- | 
mit clears up Arde Bulova’s last | 


ished business with the FCC. | 
on boost had been held up for 
four years while the Commission | 
was looking into Bulova's license 
qualifications in the light of his 
previous undisclosed interests in 
various New England stations. 
The 50 kw grant also had to wait 
on Bulova’s divestment of WOV, 
N. Y., the last duopoly case before 
the agency, and came quickly after 
the watchmaker’s WOV sale. 


Now the trade is speculating on 
whether WNEW will actually make 
use of its additional wattage, in 
view of changes in the industry. 
Years ago, it’s argued, advertisers 
looked for power rather than audi- 
ence pull and placed their accounts 
with 50 kw outlets hoping to 
blanket an entire region with one 
station. Today that thinking has 
been revised and stations of less 
power, such as WNEW with its 10 
kw. have won dominance over 
some other broadcasters with 50 
kw. 

An additional deterrent to power 
boosts is the increased costs of op- 
eration. The more powerful sta- 
tions which are not on clear chan- 
nels need directional antennas 
which are expensive to erect and 
sometimes have signal troubles. 
Further, power hikes necessitate 
upped rates, which run counter to 
the current trend of the industry, 
while most bankrollers are in- 
terested in local listeners rather 
than doubtful customers in fringe 
areas. And in some cases unions 
demand higher pay at 50 kw opera- 
tions. 


Whether WNEW. whose sale by 
Bulova and Milton Biow to six New 
England businessmen is now up 
FCC upproval, will take advantage 
of its new power grant is not 
known, in view of the pending 
transaction. If it does boost its 
wattage, it would give N. Y. seven 
50 kw stations. 





Hillman Award for Best 
Radio, TV, Pic Labor Play 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
Sidney Hillman Fundation, for 
the first time, will give $500 awards 
next year for the best radio or 


television broadcast, the best play 
and best film “dealing with a labor | 
theme and honestly portraying the > 
labor struggle.” Other annual 
awards will be given in the fields 
of journalism and literature. 


Foundation, named after the late 
president of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, allocated a to- 
tal of $42,500 for scholarships. 
grants-in-aid, and various awards 
for 1950. Announcement was made 
here last week by the CIO. 





Buster Keaton Show 
To Preem This Week 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

“The Buster Keaton Show” will 
kick off over KTTV Thursday 
(22). Program is budgeted at 
$3.000, the largest sustaining nut 
on any local station. Show will 
be made available to indie outlets, 
via kinescope unless a national 
sponsor picks up the tab. 

Alan Reed, Leon Belasco, Ben 
Weldon and Dick Elliott have been 
set to support Keaton... The show 
will be produced by Ben Pearson 
and directed by Phillipe deLacy 


Program will be beamed from 
KTTY’s Melrose studios. Thursday 
night slot is that vacated by Ed 


Wynn who has moved to Saturday 
under Camels sponsorship. 





Indianapolis—Studios of WIRE 
(NBC) were moved Friday night 
(16) from Claypool hotel to fourth 
and sixth floors of Star-News build- 
ing, thereby bringing all local in- 
terests of publisher-owner Eugene 
C. Pulliam together under one roof. 
Station also has taken over fifth 
floor for offices. Two other local 
stations, WFBM (CBS) and WISH 
(ABC), will move broadcasting stu- 
dios soon to new buildings facing 
one another on North Meridian 
street just outside downtown area 
Only WIBC (Mutual), which was 
cut loose from News when latter 
was merged with The Star, is stay- 
ing put, at studios in former News 
building. 


, © 
Olsen’s Noontime Squeeze 
Johnny Olsen is faced with a 
dilemma resulting from the up- 
coming move of his “Ladies Be 
Seated” on ABC to 12 noon on Jan. | 


‘2. In its new period the stanza | 


conflicts with his “Rumpus Room” | 
stint for DuMont, which is aired | 
from WABD’s downtown studios at 
12:30 p.m. 

Question, still undecided, is 
still whether to kinescope “Rum- 
pus” or transcribe “Seated.” 





Copyright Law Seminar 
Ends; More Due Feb. 28 


A panel of experts discussed and 
answered questions at the closing 
session of the Practicing Law In- 
stitute’s course on copyright prob- 
lems last Monday night (12). The 
12-session program was conducted 
in cooperation with the Committee 
on Copyright of the Association of 
the Bar of the City of New York 
at the association’s meeting hall. 

Serving in the panel were Robert 
J. Burton, BMI; Robert P. Myers, 
NBC; and Samuel W. Tannenbaum, 
of Johnson & Tannenbaum. Jo- 
seph A. McDonald, ABC veepee, 
was the moderator. 

Under chairmanship of Tannen- 
baum the course which began 
Sept. 26 presented a discussion of 
current copyright problems. In ad- 
dition to lawyers practicing in this 
field, the lectures were attended 
by representatives of publishers, 
broadcasiers, advertising agencies 
and theatrical and picture pro- 
ducers 

Others who lectured in the 
course were, Julian T. Abeles, 
Herman Finkelstein, Louis D. 
Frohlich, Seymour D. Lewis, Ed- 
ward A. Sargoy, John Schulman, 
Stuart Sprague, Sam Bass Warner, 
Register of Copyrights, and Leon- 
ard Zissu. 

To supplement the course just 
completed the Institute will give a 
six-session program on _ current 
problems in radio an dtelevision 
law beginning Feb. 28 next. 





Birmingham—Jerry Irwin, for- 
mer account exec with WSGN here, 
has been appointed general and 
commercial manager of WTNB, 
Mutual affiliate here. 





New York 


Sara Berner returned to her ra-! its name to Wil 


dio alma mater by guesting on 
NBC-TV’s “Amateur Hour” last 
night (Tues.). She broke into radio 
on the original Major Bowes Am 
Hour ... Merrill E. Joels set for a 


_top role on “Chevrolet Tele-Thea- 


tre’s” presentation of “I Cover) 
Times Square” next Monday (26) | 
via NBC-TV. Harsld Huber is 
starred .. . Filmactress Cara Wil- | 


'liams debuting a new character on | 


CBS-TV's “Goldbergs” Monday 
night ... Moppet Nerma Jane 
Marlowe scheduled for her fourth 
appearance on NBC-TV’s “Colgate 
Theatre” Sunday night (25) . i 
TV consultant Ralph B. Austrian 
heading for the Coast Monday for 
a several-month stay, during which 
he’ll conduct a special survey for 
film financier N. Peter Rathvon, 
former RKO prez. . . Lineup for 
the two-hour Abraham & Straus 
Christmas Day show on NBC-TV 
will include Burl Ives as emcee. 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ Ralph Branca 
and Rex Barney, Crickets Gilling 
of the web’s “Children’s Hour.” 
“Howdy Doody’s” “Clarabelle” and 
“Renfrew of the Mounted” ‘ 
Secretary of Defense Louis John- 
son guesting on NBC-TV’s “Armed 
Forces Hour” Jan. 15.to discuss 
military highlights of the preced 
ing year... William B. Faber wi!! 
head up the newly-creaied Head- 
ley-Read TV department, with 
Patrick J. Sullivan’ transferred 
from AM Sales to supervise the 
new traffic and availability depart- 
ment ... Bob Housten, singer on 
“Solitair Time” on NBC radio, get- 
ting a video buildup by the web 
and will guest Monday (26) on 
Roberta Quinlan’s ‘““Mohawk Show- 
room” N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX 
scheduled a marathon benefit pro- 
gram for the United Hospital Fund 
beginning at 6:45 p.m. Christmas 
Eve, to be emceed by Art Ford and 
featuring various guest celebs . . 
American Q Ball Corp. assigned 
the Blaine-Thompson agency to 
handie TV shows in 58 markets 
. Saks Fifth Avenu® has signed 
a 39-week renewal contract for its 
participation on the Sunday after- 
noon “Hopalong Cassidy” films on 
WNBT ... Norman Jensen, of 
WPIX’'s “Mr. Magic and J. J. Car- 
rotts” program, putting on several 
shows monthly at veterans hos- 
pitals in cooperation with the 


Tele Chatter 


American Theatre Wing ... Wil- 
liam Warren agency has changed 
m Warren, Jack- 


sen & Delaney. New rs are 
Stevens P. Jackson, wi oe aaseey 
the last three years as video chief, 


and S. Thomas Delaney, who takes 
over the radio department after 
having been an account exec with 
N. A radio indie WMCA until re- 
cently. 





Hollywood 


Owen James hae heen upped to 
KECA-TY sales post from staff an- 
nouncers desk. ill McDaniel will 
take over as acting sales manager 
for the station .. . Charlie Shows 
has been inked to a seven-year 
pact as scripter on the “Time for 
Beany” program on KTLA... 
Deal is pending for Nash dealers 
to pick up the $825 tab on “Mys- 
tery Is My Hobby” on KTTV. 
Sponscr will not get underway un- 
til after the first of 1950, however, 
due to auto shortage rung up be- 
cause of steel strike .. . KLAC- 
TV has purchased a studio zoomar 
nat DuMont’s “Cavalcade of 
Bands,” sponsored by Rexall, bows 
on KTSL in January ... Larry 
Finley Productions’ package, 
“Small Talk” was kinescoped on 
NBC last week. “Talk” is a 30- 
minute layout featuring juves 
from four to eight years of age. 
A! Ganeway emeeed the. rreeram 
which was directed by Larry Kol- 
pack. NBC is sending kinnie to 
N. Y. for sponsor presentation 


Alan Mowbray has been set by 
KECA-TV to emcee “Hollywood 
House.” He will replace Jim 


Backus, who has had to vacate the 
spot because of film commitments. 
Mowbray also emcees “Hollywood 


in Three Dimensions” on rival 
KTTV ... Don Selton and Evan 
Sax video show, “Just for Fun” 
has been renewed for 13 weeks 
by Arizona Canning Co. Program 
is beamed by KFI-TV .. . United 


Productions of America has been 
set to roll a series of TV film com- 
mercials for Pond’s Tissues ‘ 
Erin O’Brien-Moore will replace 
Irene Tedrow on the Charlie Rug- 
gles show over KECA-TV ... Five 
Star Productions registers a total 
of 83 film spots placed on the 
seven local television outlets each 
week. This count represents a 
total of 43% of all film spot ad- 
vertisers. 
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JACK DOUGLAS 


AND WIS NEW GAME OF MUSICAL PICTURES 


“"P1X-O 


& MINUTES DAILY MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
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PREDICTION FOR 1950! 


“PIX-O,” THE GAME OF MUSICAL PICTURES, WILL BE 
ONE OF THE GREATEST ‘TRAFFIC-PULLERS’ 
MERCHANDISING! 


IN RADIO 





READY TO GO IN SEATTLE! 
ANYBODY CAN PLAY AND WIN! 
NO NUMBERS, NO LOTTERY! 
A KNOCKOUT FOR TV! 
SUSPENSE MOUNTS DAILY! 








HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 


Listener gets free "PIX-O" card game (sample shown) at one of 
sponsor's stores or retail outlets. 
which is aired 5 minutes daily, Monday thru Friday. 
“PIX-O" announcer or MC plays a recording of a song which must 
suggest one of the pictures illustrated on the card. Listener circles 
the appropriate picture and waits for the next day's "PIX-O". First 
listener to circle four pix in a straight row, either from left to right, 
top to bottom or corner to corner, calls the station and claims the 
accumulated jackpot, which grows daily. (Preferably in cash). It's 
No switchboard problems or thousands of dis- || 
gruntled tuners, and not a "rat race’ to the telephones! All cards 
have the same pix in different combinations, so everybody can circle 


simple. 


a day! 


STORE TRAFFIC? AND HOW! 


Then listener tunes in the show, 


Your local 
































LEASING NATIONWIDE — LOWEST ROYALTIES 
WRITE — WIRE — CALL 


ROMIG C. FULLER ASSOCIATES 


1411 FOURTH AVENUE 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
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“The scripters I represent 
ing their work for peanuts, and 
the nets want rebroadcast rights. 
This would mean that in the fu- 
ture, even though TV will be able 
to pay more, the webs can air a 
script without paying the writer. 
In many cases I’ve been able to 
get them te agree to 50% payment 
for a commercial rebroadcast, al- 
though they won't pay for sustain- 
ing reuse. Yet a network is more 


like to reuse material on a sus-, 


tainer.” 

The web position is that they 
should get the rights to adaptations 
because of directorial and produc- 
tion contributions, and that fees 
are low because of the coin they're 
losing in TV. However, writers 
and agents reply, the scripter 
should own the property, because a 
new program may develop from 
their work. In some instances, 
producers have agreed to give au- 
thors the rights, provided the pro- 
ducers get a percentage of the take 
from later resale of the material 
While scribes don’t like parts of 
such deals, they accept them be- 
cause it establishes the principle 


“of writers’ rights. 


A side issue is that a few of the 
more illustrious novelists and play- 
wrights demand that all rights of 
an adaptation by a tele writer re- 
vert to themselves after the broad- 
cast. Their reasoning is that a TV 
adaptation could injure film deals 
for their books and plays. In these 
cases the adapters agree to surren- 
der their rights to the adaptation. 
but stipulate that the original au- 
thors cannot use or sell the adap- 
tations. 

In the field of original tele 
dramas, scripters are establishing 
propery rights, and many contracts 
merely lease scripts for one-time 
use or for reuse at the same (‘or 
reduced) fees within a limited pe- 
riod. Additionally, scribblers are 
demanding dough for story lines. 
Too many producers, they argue. 
get a handful of authors to submit 
outlines, and then choose one or 
two for working up. If thev have 
to pay, it’s felt, there’ll be less of 
“send it in on speculation.” 

Web spokesmen say that TV 
scripters should not contract con- 





Freelancers’ ‘Writers Cramp’ 


Continued from page 25 


are sel-| ditions in video with AM, where lic interest. 
‘the Radio Writers Guild polices 

















. Courtesy of M-G-M 
THE GREAT RUPERT' 
For George Pal Prods. 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every re | Nite, 9:30 E.S.T.. NBC 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














‘practices. “When a union contract 
with the networkers establishes 
rules.” the chains say, “we'll live 
up to them. Meanwhile, we're giv- 
ing all we can afford.” 




















| Bankrupt | 


Continued from page 25 











—— 
wherein the trustee could not op- 
erate KWIK because of our hold- 
ing and the licensee could not op- 


erate because of its legal disability | 


under the bankruptcy laws. Yet the 
license would remain in the li- 
censee unless further action were 
taken by us or the license were 
surrendered ... 
“Accordingly, we are of 

opinion that the licensee. . 
should be revoked at this time. If 
after hearing it is determined that 
the order of revocation should be 
withdrawn there would appear io 


the 


be no reason at this time why the | 


transfer to the trustee in bank- 
ruptcy could not be granted; if the 
order of revocation is sustained. 
the licensee will cease to exist and 
the question of a transfer to the 
trustee will be moot.” 


—_——— 


Evangelist Ham 


———————-_ (Continued from page 25 


last April in which Ham stated: 
“Not all Jews are Israelites, many 
are still Jacobs. Jacob was the 
name of the ‘trickster, bargain- 
driver, the trafficker’.” 

In a subsequent broadcast last 
|May, Lewis said, Ham declared 
that Hitler was Jewish. The 
evangelist explained, according to 
Lewis, that 6,000,000 Jews were 
murdered because the Jews are 
victims of traitors in their ranks, 
not of Nazis. 











Lewis says Ham has _ been 
spreading religious hatred for 
many years. Back in 1924. the 


| judge declares, Ham charged that 
Julius Rosenwald, the late philan- 
thropist, had established a vice 
quarter in Chicago as part of a 
plot “to undermine gentile civiliza- 
tion.” 

Ham was quiet during the war, 
| Lewis declares, but is active again, 
using 32 stations “on a commercial 
and contractual basis’’ and a pub- 
lication, called “The Kentucky 
Home Revivalist” to plug his pro- 
grams. The “Revivalist” is pub- 
lished by the Mordecai Ham 
Evangelistic Assn., Inc., in Louis- 
ville. 
tions carrying the broadcasts 


Lewis said he realized the Com- | 








for profitable selling (WVEST/GATE 


WILMINGTON 
DELAWARE 


HARRISBURG 
PENNSYLVANIA 


YORK 
PENNSYLVANIA 


b ( WDEL-TV } 


WILMINGTON 
DELAWARE 





Chicago San Francisco 


Se SS te ee te ee OT 
















LANCASTER 
PENNSYLVANIA 


_ | tains that 
_ |ties are here. The commissioner 
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STEINMAN STATIONS 
Clair R. McCollough, Managing Director 


Represented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York Los Angeles 


A Rt 


- chaser. 


It carries a list of the sta-. 


REE PIE IY OT a 


| aleston cannot restrict an individ- 
| ual who speaks over the air but he 
‘suggested that action be taken) 


against the stations under the 
agency’s broad power to require 
| broadcasters to operate in the pub- 


Most of the stations listed as 
carrying the Ham broadcasts are 
small outlets but among them were 
the 50 kw KOMA of Oklahoma 
City, the Georgia “Tech” station 
/_WGST in Atalnta, WAYS of 
Charlotte, N. C.. and WORD of 


Spartanburg, S. C., all network af- | 


filiates. 


Ham solicits contributions to pay 
for broadcast time. 











WINS 


Continued from page 22 





‘quire the station to sell to a com- 
| peting applicant. 


some new questions, it appeared 
| doubtful here that the FCC would, 
‘in effect, reinstate AVCO for the 
benefit of one prospective pur- 
However, it has been 
rumored that Crosley had turned 
down other would-be buyers who 
had offered more than the $512,000 
Pope is to pay. 

The union petition indicates 
that its format for WINS would be 
more in the public interest than 
Pope’s proposal for a “single pur- 
pose, limited-use facility.” It 
| added that the limited audience for 


|FM has restricted the effectiveness | ]}} 


of WFDR’s public service pro- 


—— 


| 


| 
| 
' 





Continued from page 24 


5 p.m. Sunday (18) and transcribed 
for a 10:30 p.m. rebroadcast on 
WCBS, N. Y. As emcee of the lay- 
out, Robert Q. Lewis was in fine 
fettle while comic Peter Donald, 
songstress Janette Davis, actor 
Bramwell Fietcher and 
Waner’s band also made telling 
contributions. 

Airer practically amounted to a 
warmup for Lewis, who'll head an 
hour-long sustainer of his own, 
“The Show Goes On,” scheduled 
to start on CBS Jan. 6. Comedian 
scored with topical gags based 
upon the holiday season and 
socked across with a corny novelty 
vocal. Comedy slot was further 


|reinforced with Peter Donald. His 
|dialect stories were okay, but the 


istint could have been a punchier 


jone had he not overstayed his 
| time. 
While the ILG application raises 


Musical portion of “Take It” was 


| well handled by the Waner crew 


\(from the Latin Quarter, 


N. Y.) 
and Miss Davis (of the Godfrey 
show). Point of the program was 
well expressed by Fletcher who 
urged the ublic to provide 
$2,000,000 to finance research for 
some 7,000,000 sufferers of ar- 
thritis and rheumatism. While the 


|'show was no monument of produc- 


gramming. But it is still convinced, | 


it said, “that FM offers the best 
method of aural broadcasting” and 
WINS would be used to stimulate 
purchase of FM sets. The union 
has been considering buying FM 
sets for its 250,000 members and 
the WINS purchase, it’s reported, 
would represent 
saving. 

Union said it would retain 
WFDR’s present staff of 19 and 
employ as many of WINS em- 
ployees “as circumstances permit.” 


The WINS employees’ new dec- 
laration to the FCC reiterated their 
point that “only a few of the pres- 
ent employees” would be absorbed 
by WHOM operation of WINS. 
Additionally, it replied to Pope's 
comments of last week, which 
quoted Fly’s defense of foreign 
language broadcasting. The ques- 
tion is not what Fly said about for- 
eign language airers during the 
war, the employees said, but condi- 
tions today. “In the light of pres- 
ent facilities for foreign language 


a considerable 


broadcasting balanced against the | 


present need,” their 


tion, it emerged as a smooth piece 
of entertainment. Gilb. 


| Duffy 














————= Continued from page 23 


months, Duffy wrested the 
Lucky Strike television business 
from N. W. Ayer agency. With it 
goes a fat chunk of billings cur- 
rently being spent on TV spots, but 
more important it involves what 
shapes up as one of the top video 
budgets of the future. 


Simultaneous with the switch- 
over, it was revealed that Lucky 
Strike had bought a full hour time 
on NBC-TV as its first major video 
stake, for a top-budgeted dramatic 
show starring Robert Montgomery. 
Show was pitched up to American 
Tobacco’s Vincent Riggio by Duffy, 
winning out over a flock of candi- 
dates submitted by Ayer, including 
the Ken Murray show (subse- 
quently bought by (Budweiser). 
Dave Garroway (also sold since) 
and others. 


Joint statement by Riggio and 
Gerold’ M. Lauck, exec veepee of 
Ayer, simply stated that “in order 
to avoid divided responsibility,” 
Ayer was resigning the tele account 
in favor of BBD&O. 

The Ayer-to-BBD&O switchover 


few 


Statement | gives the latter agency the whole 


said, “it is not sound public policy” Lucky Strik 
ga a multi-lingual outlet of ky Strike media works. 
Ww > 






Allen 


Continued from page 23 


pays taxes on a trust fund set up 
/in Massachusetts. 

Actually, it is more than 30 years 
since Allen has resided in Massa- 
chusetts. “I could make more 
money catching runaway horses in 
Boston,” he cracked, in reference 
to leaving town, “than I could here 
in show business.” 


' | Long, however, who has long 


been a course of contention in the 
state for nabbing Massachusetts 
people sneaking across the state 
_ border to N. H. to buy liquor (at 
‘about 40 percent saving), main- 
Allen’s “sentimental” 


claims that though Allen's resi- 
dence may be in New York, he is 
really domiciled in Massachusetts, 


comedian, who said he'd only re- 
turn to Boston as a reincarnation 
| of Mayor Curley. “I don’t mind 
| Being born in Massachusetts with 
nothing,” he said, “but I don’t like 
to die that way.” 


|. Allen, who was brought up by 
| his aunt in the Dorchester section 

of town, failed to get a clarification 
| why his domicile was in Boston 


» | when he lived and voted in New 


| York, but the commissioner put 
| over his decision as to Allen's tax 
situation for 30 days, advising Al- 
len to tread water. 


“Water?” cried the radio comic. 
_“There’s a water shortage in New 
_ York. I only came up here today 





sas | to bathe and shave.” 


Seattle—Dr. John H. Hanley, 
garden expert on KJR, local ABC 
outlet, has been elected president 
a . Western Washington Hor- 
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|a point of view that baffled the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| WFEC s 506 Buy 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 
Howard D. Steere, Detroit ad- 
vertising executive, has purchased 
Miami station WFEC, he announced 
Monday (19). Purchase pricé was 
$50,000. Sale of the Florida East 
Coast Broadcasting Co. station is 
subject to approval of the FCC. 
WFEC now has a FCC applica- 
tion pending for fulltime opera- 
tions. It now is operating only 
daytime on 1230 kilocycles. 
Steere also announced that he 
has resigned as publicity and ad- 
vertising agent for local station 





CBS’ ‘SHOW GOES, WITH 
LEWIS, MAKES GRADE 


CBS apparently is more than 
satisfied with the audition of its 
jnew hour-long Robert Q. Lewis 
/emceed show designed as an on- 
'the-air clearing house for talent 
‘being purchased for out-of-town 
‘engagements. Stanza, tabbed “The 
|\Show Goes On,” goes into the 
'Tuesday night 9:30 to 10:30 period 
'starting Jan. 6, with Lester Gott- 
lieb producing, Bruno Zurato, Jr., 
directing and Lou Meltzer script- 
ing. 

CBS will bring in to New York 
talent-seeking impresarios (niter- 
ies, club dates, banquets, cruises, 
etc.), from al] parts of the country, 
who will get first crack at bidding 
for the performers on the pro- 
gram. 











CBS-NBC 


————=— €ontinued from page 23 ———— 


with the exception of a just-sold 
half-hour to Doubleday. 

NBC, on the other hand, has 
four half-hour Sunday afternoon 
time slots under the sponsorship 


beit, with only a few scattered 
nighttime availabilities, including 
10 to 11 Monday night. The rival 


CBS sales department has been 
claiming that NBC is practically 
giving away its shows, or at least 
selling them to clients below ac- 


| tual production costs. 


CKLW. He had held the post nine | 


years. 





NBC trots outs its own figures 
and contends that each sale solidi- 
fies its position with the affiliates, 
which share in the sponsorship 
“spoils.” And the NBC research 
department, in pursuing its “our- 
affiliates-love-us” credo, last week 
passed around an _inter-office 
media notation which says: Of 169 
available stations an average of 148 
are carrying the network's night- 
time shows for a total of 87.6°., 
while only 145 stations (of a total 
available of 184) carry CBS pro- 
grams, for a 78.8% average. 





San Antonio—Fred A. Teed, sec- 
retary-treasurer of KTSA, has tend- 
ered his resignation. He plans to 
establish a microfilm concern here 
Teed has been with the Howe- 
Snowden organization for the past 
23 years. Outlet was recently pur- 
chased by the Express Publishing 
Co. here. 











JEAN TOURIGNY 


New French singing discovery &' 
pearing at The Boulevard Cafe %«: 
to appear with the John Gart trio a 
featured personality vocalist Avat 
able for clubs, radio, television 


Personal Management: 


ROBERT EVANS 
113 W. Sith CI 6-986! 
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Non-Signatories to ASCAP’s Repping 
On TV Won't Share 2006 Retro Coin 





American Society of Composers,+~ 


ors and Publishers is wasting 
ne time on songwriter and pub- 
lisher members who have so far 
failed to agree with the Society's 
request for the right to represent 
them in negotiating television con- 
tracts. Those who had not given 
the organization the signatures 
have been advised that under the 
circumstances they cannot partici- 
pate in the distribution of the 
$200,000 in retroactive royalty fees 
collected by the Society as a re- 
sult of the recently signed blanket | 
contract with tele networks. 
Originally, ASCAP asked for 
two-year assignments of rights. It 
secured the necessary 80°% of writ- 
er and publisher signatures, but 
several hundred members, mostly 
writers, did not at that time sign. 
Now, as a means of fulfilling the 
terms of the blanket pact, ASCAP 
must secure extensions of those 
rights for another three years, 
since the tele pact is for five years. 
This was formally requested of all 
writer and publisher members last 
week, and the Society anticipates 
no trouble in getting the required 
extensions. ; | 
It’s said that topline writers are 
in agreement with the three-year | 
addition. They originally were | 
said to be against giving the ex: | 
tensions until the per-program li- | 
censing agreement, for indie tele 
outlets, was completed. That ap- 
parently won't be done now until 
after the first of the year. 


Palladium Books 
Bands on Scale 
Vs. 50-50 Split 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Palladium Ballroom henceforth 
is asking all orchestras booked to 
work on scale guarantees against 





Yiddish Group Sues 


On Song Infringing 

Sholem Secunda, as head df the 
Society of Jewish Composers, Pub- 
fishers & Songwriters, filed an in- 


| fringement suit last week in N. Y. 


Federal court against theatrical 
producer Ben Zion Witler. Action 
was brought in behalf of the 


writers of three numbers whose 
performing rights were assigned to 
the Society. 

Published by the J. J. Kannen 


Music Co., the trio of tunes in- | 
clude “Glick,” “Belz” and “Dos | 
Pintle Yid.”” These songs, accord- | 


Feist Plugs Sorrow 
And Mattress Company 


Feist Music, one of the Metro 
Big 3, is going to work on a tune 
|with a most unusual title. It's 
called “I’ve Got Tears in My Ears 
| (from Lyin’ On My Back in Bed 
While I Cry Over You).” 

Feist’s professional manager, 
Harry Link, took the song from 
writer Harold Barlow, who had it 
in his own publishing firm. 


Writers Key To 
- Wrangling On 


Revised Decree 





ing to the complaint, were used | 


by Witler during November 1949, 
for public performance for profit 
without the plaintiff's consent or 
knowledge. An injunction and 
damages sustained of not less than 
$250 for each alleged infringement 
is sought. 





Taps Renews Col. 
Pact for 24 Yrs. 


Jonie Taps has renewed his con- 
tract with Columbia Pictures for 
two and a half years, a move that 
has surprised the music industry. 


|It was expected that Taps would 
return east and take over as gen- 
eral manager of Bourne Music 
when his five-year Col pact ex- 
pired Dec. 31. 

Taps will produce a film titled 
“Sweet Lorraine,’ in addition to 
| heading Columbia’s music depart- 
ment. He has signed Frankie 
| Laine, Mills Bros. and Kay Starr, 
and has already filmed the parts 
the latter two were assigned. 
Laine will be shot later. Main 
| filming will roll April 1. 


Hill & Range Queried 
| By MPCE on ‘Deals’ 








50-50 split of receipts and gamble | , 
on the biz they a seom. Dediey | Music Publishers Contact Em- 


begins after Freddy Martin's five- 
week run, ning Dec. 27. Martin 
gets a guaPantee of $4,250, plus a 
split on all gate receipts over $12.,- 
000 weekly. His deal was signed 
last summer before Earl Vollmer, 
m director of the terpalace, 
altered policy. 

When finishes Claude 


Thornhill comes in for five weeks, | 


followed by Les Brown for four 
and Russ Morgan, five weeks, 
under the 50-50 arrangement. 
General Artists Corp. is now try- 
ing to get Frankie Carle to follow 
Morgan on the same basis. As- 
sociated Booking handles Thorn- 
hill, Brown and Morgan. 


Chappell Completes 
Setup for Disney’s 
London Music Co. 


London, Dec. 20. 
Chappell, Ltd., has completed an 
arrangement under which it wiil 
set up a music publishing house 
here for Walt Disney. Final papers 
covering the arrangement were 
signed last week, and the establish- 
ment of a separate organization 
with its own promotion staff has 
begun. New firm is to be called 
Walt Disney Music Co., Ltd. 
Final signing of the agreement 
was done in New York, between 
Eastman, Disney’s attorney. 
and Chappell reps there. Deal 
will begin with the pop, “Mule 
Train,” and follow with Disney's 
Cinderella” cartoon score. A 
Disney firm will also be set up in 
France. 


DEL COURTNEY TURNS 








TV COAST DISK JOCK 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Del Courtney becomes a tele- 
Vision disk jockey tomorrow (21) 
on KPIX, Frisco, after 16 years on 
the bandstand. The ex-batoneer 
has broken up his band. Sophie 
Tucker, Tony Martin and Joe Di- 

© guest on his Grst show. 


4 gg nnow wil bes apy Sait. 


ployees union had Julian Aber- 
‘bach, New York rep of the Hill & 
Range music firm, up for interro- 
gation last week. Union execs, 
‘now on a drive against paying for 
performances, wanted information 
about letters H. & R. is said to 
jhave sent out offering deals to art- 
ists in return for recordings of 
& R. songs. 

Aberbach claimed he knew 
nothing about the MPCE'’s informa- 
ition, that he was only N. Y. rep of 
‘the company and that his brother, 
| Jean Aberbach, who runs to firm 
from Hollywood, was the man to 
‘talk to. MPCE had no recourse but 
to table the investigation. 


| fi. 











Writers’ classification angle of 
the revised consent decree being 
discussed between the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Justice and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers is again up in the air. 


There’s been a lot of internal 
bickering between Society execs 
and committee men over what 
should be the proper way to ap- 
proach the subject, so that old-line 
writers and comparative newcom- 


ers can be satisfied at the same 
time. 

It had been thought that the 
20% performance, 20° seniority 
and 60° for various other phases 
was a settled issue. Apparently 
this is not so, although ASCAP 
execs will not discuss it. Within 
the past week or two there has 
been several heavy discussions over 
the merits of different plans, frém 
the one developed by George W. 
Meyer, who originated the current 
publisher scale, an older one de- 
vised by Edgar Leslie and ASCAP 
prez Fred Ahlert, and one promul- 
gated by Pinky Herman, writer and 
member of a committee named 
last year to go over the classifica- 
tion problem. 

While the writer classification is 
not the primary angle of the new 
consent decree, it is one of the 
most important phases of it since 


Nearly $7,500,000 Figured 


For ASCAP in °49, Less Than 1948 





»* 


* Coin distri 





‘Braille Arrangements 


For Blind Organists 
Chicago, Dec. 20. 





at the Mayfair Room, Blackstone 


hotel, reveals that her Ethel Smith | 
| Publishing Co., printers and ar-| 


irangers of organ songs, wil! press 


4 Crosby. 


it so vitally involves all writer | 


members. And the Government is 
insisting on a better arrangement 


than the one in existence. ASCAP'’s | 
old-line writers are fighting any | 


changes that would reduce their 
annual income and the younger 
writers’ demand that they get a 
better share of the Society's take. 














Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mule Trein” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“A Dreamer’s Holiday” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Mule Train” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“I Can Dream, Can't I” 
Best British Seller 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 





arrangements in Braille, for blind 
organists. 


First tunes set are “Tico Tico” 


and “Lady in Spain,” which will | 


be supplied free to any blind mu- 
sician. Miss Smith estimated that 
by the end of 1950 she would have 
at least 15 top organ tunes in 
Braille. 





Par-Famous Close 


To Deal with B-VH 


aramount-Famous Music is 
fairly close to the completion of 
a publishing deal with Jimmy Van 
Heusen and Johnny Burke. Rep- | 


resentatives of the two have had 
several meetings in New York 
during the past couple weeks and | 
it’s said only a comparatively few | 
minor points remain to be settled | 


before a deal is signed. 

B-VH had a publishing agree- 
ment with Edwim H. Morris Music, 
a deal that is actually still in 
effect although its terms have 
been mutually cancelled. It called 
for the songwriting team to draw 
a $3,000 monthly guarantee against 
royalties. Deal was for five years 
and had over four to run. 

At Par-Famous, B-VH would be 
affiliated with an outfit that is a} 
subsidiary of Paramount Pictures. 
And Paramount has Bing Crosby 
under contract. B-VH write for 





Andrews-Miranda Disk 


Decca Records moved as fast in| 
the marketing of the Andrews Sis- 
ters-Carmen Miranda recording of 


|“‘Wedding Samba” last week, as it 


did a while back on Bing Crosby’s 
“Mule Train.” “Samba” and _ its 
companion piece were recorded by 
the trio and Miss Miranda in Hol- 
lywood last Tuesday (13), and 





among publish- 
ers and songwriter membess of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for 1949 
will be under $7,500,000, as against 
more than $8,000,000 for 1948. 


definite estimate on the fourth- 
quarter coin to be split up before 
Xmas, but the quarter is figured 
to be in the neighborhood of $1,- 
900,000 bringing the year’s total 
to a shade under $7,500,000. 


Reduction, of course, is due to 
the lack of theatre performance 
fees, which ASCAP is barred 
from collecting due to N. Y, 
Federal Judge Vincent L. Lei- 
bell’s decision of last year. it 
brought the Society’s distributable 


‘income down somewhere around 


$1,000,000. 


Partly counteracting that cut is 
the $200,000 the Society has 
collected in retroactive royalties 
on the recently completed blanket 
contract with the television chains, 


Pluggers, Pubs 
In Closer Tie To 
Erase Payolas 


Execs of Music Publishers Con- 
tact Employees and nine major 
music publishers or their represen- 
tatives met at a New York hotel 
last week to discuss the payola 
situation and, while the subject 
wasn't completely covered in one 
meeting, the two factions agreed 
in principle. Pubs feel that the 
paying-for-plugs idea has already 
been reduce“ considerably, mainly 
because of the lead taken by two 
or three major combines and fol- 





_ lowed by smaller companies due to 
| the fact that they cannot afford 
) it currently. But they agreed that 


Decca Moves Fast On =| 


it can be further reduced. 


One of the ideas the MPCE ad- 
vanced was to seek elimination of 
the publication of performance 
charts—namely the Peatman and 
RH Logging sheets. This, it’s felt, 
would make “driving” unnecessary 
and tend to eliminate a lot of pay- 
ing evils. Another angle, revived 
from the days when the MPCE and 
music publishers were negotiating 
a new basic contract, was the pos- 
sible removal of names of artists 
demanding or accepting pay for 


|eopies of the disk were on sale air performance from the Accurate 


| 


' 


‘in New York Saturday. 
| Speed wasn’t due to competition | 


from rival labels, since the only 
other disk on the market (Lon- 
don’s, by Edmundo Ros orchestra) 
has been out several weeks. Decca | 
simply wanted to get a potential 
hit out as soon as possible. 





| 
| 


OUT SOON! 








The 


44th Anniversary Number 


Forms closing shortly 


NEW YORK 19 
154 W. 46th Sr. 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca St. 


Of 


CHICAGO 1 


rs 


360 N. Michigen Ave. 


Uswal Advertising rates prevail 
Special exploitation advantages 


Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 


LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
rafeigar 





Reporting Sheet. It's now being 
considered. 

Pubs who attended the meet 
were Lester Santly, Eddie Wolpin, 
Bernard Goodwin, Louis Bern- 
stein, Jack Robbins, Herb Marks, 
Abe Oilman, George Marlo, John 
Lester. Herman Starr, Lou Levy 


‘and Jack Bregman, couldn't show 
‘but sent word they’d go along with 
anything okayed by the attendees, 





Lyle Engel, Victim 
Of Lyric-Sheet Slide, 
Sells Out to Charlton 


Lyric magazines, which once 
poured upward of $700,000 annu- 
ally into music publishers’ hands, 
are no longer a potent revenue 
factor. Sales have skidded so far 
from the peak war years that Lyle 
Engel, operator of three mags— 
Song Hits and Sing, weekly sheets, 
and “Over 245 Song Hits to Re- 
member,” monthly—has sold the 
titles to the Charlton Publishing 
Co., a rival outfit. Song Hits.once 
had a circulation of 900,000-odd, 
which dropped to the current 130,- 
000 mark. 


Engel owes various publishers 
coin as a result of contracts he 
had with them giving him rights 
to reprint lyrics, and he claims 
that accounts receivable on the 
past three issues will cover the 
coin due. 


| Some time ago, the tobogganing 
biz of the lyric sheets caused both 
Engel and Charlton, which mar- 
kets Hit Parader and Pop Songs, 
to seek revision of then-existing 
contracts which guaranteed some 
major publishers over $50,000 an- 
nually and others lesser sums, 


| Sales had reached the point where 


_the pacts had to be rewritten, or 
publication halted. 
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Miran- 


ee (Decca). 


ent . And the Andrews- | 
Miranda disking, a lively, “yd 
side, figures to ease into the ore-| 
front of jockey and sales attention. 
acking, anot , 
— eels done by the coupling 
of vocalists; Vie Schoen haniics 
the accomp a ' Era 
ah Shore “Sitting Dy 

woniaw”-"Seariet Ribbons ;_(Co- 
lumbia). Mark off “Window as 
another potential. An exception- 
ally pretty melody and clear lyric 
by a New York cabdriver. the tune 
sells itself solidly. Miss Shore does 
an excellent job on the —_, 
backed by a vocal quartet - 

Harry Zimmerman’s orchestra. She 
works the reverses smoothly, too. 
This disking is the first that makes 
clear sense out of the Ribbon 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


” By BERNIE WOODS 


Sisters-Carmen finally released Eddy 
Antes Samba™-"I See, I| “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-| 
vccca’’ “Samba” is one of deer, 

the best potentials to show up in _ somewhat out of shape by a swing- 








Howard's 


an arrangement twisted 
ing instrumental interlude. 
Ames Bros. have a fine novelty in 
their “Rag Mop” (Coral) . . .Patti 
Page Quartet, on which she does 


er Latin-beat bit, is | all four voices, works a b.o. ver- 


sion of “With My Eyes Wide Open 
Mm Dreaming,” but the singer alone 
does even better on the blues re- 
verse, “Oklahoma Blues? ... An- 
other good item in smilar vein is 
Sonny Burke’s “Blues Stay Away 
From Me” with Floyd Huddleston 
and 3 Hits and Miss... . M-G-M 
got out its “Third Man Theme.” in- 
strumentally by Franz Dietsch- 
mann, zither-twanger. Wayne 
King also worked out a bo. ar- 
rangement of “Melissa.” done for 
Columbia by Ray Noble. ... M-G- 


| M’s “Johnson Rag” a lively version 


lyric, which is fitted with a well-, 


constructed melody. 

Vic Damone “Sitting By the 
Window”’-“Nice to Know You 
Care” (Mercury). Damone also 
cuts “Window” with a smooth edge 
for jocks. and jukes. However, 
though this is a fine platter, Dinah 
Shore’s side is superior since she 


| Victor 


of the hit, by Glen Moore and 
Moore Men. . . . Honeydreamers, 
vocal group on Dave Garroway’s 
video program, excellent on first 
release, but they'll be 
stopped by tunes assigned — “I'll 
Never Slip Around”-“Six Times A 
Week,” one old and one stiff.. . 


| Al Morgan’s “Half a Heart Is Ali 
/ You Left Me” (London) good lis- 


has the better feel for this type of, 


e and it fits her style more 
ae Damone will get plenty of 
spins out of it though. His back- 
ing is an unusually “smart” mel- 
odv that might catch on. Whether it 
does or not, however, the singer 


ean take a bow for a really fine, 


performance. Glen Osser’s Or- 
chestra backs both lushly. 

Art Mooney “There’s A Lovely 
Lake In Loveland” - “Hometown 
Band” (M-G-M). Two swell sides. 
“Lake ” is a solid potential in a 
waltz beat, having a simple mel- 
ody and lvric that sticks with a 
listener after one play. Mooney 
gives it the works. ensemble 
chorus and all. Backing rides a 
march beat and if the huge num- 
ber of brass bands and musicians 
in the country are a.criterion of 
that type of music, it'll be played 


often. - 
Jack Berch “Bibbidi - Bobbidi- 
Roo” - “Cinderella” ‘London). 


Berch’s slice of the novelty. “Bib- 
bidi.” from Walt Disney's “Cinder- 
el'a.” is an exceptionally good cut 
of the tune and should réund up 
frequent jock and juke perform- 
ances. From the opening ensem- 
ble whistling, through to the color- 
ful finish, it’s a selling cut. Mul- 
len Sisters and Charles Magnante 
Trie combine with Berch to make 
it a seller. “Cinderelia,” a ballad, 
is nicely done, too. 

Guy Lombarde “Wedding Sam- 
ba"-“Lovely Lake in Loveland 
(Decea’. Lombardo’s cut of “Sam- 
ba” won't be far behind the An- 
drews-Miranda disk in popularity. 
It's an excellent arrangement, sim- 
pler but just as lively and in some 
ways superior to the other. Kenny 
Gardner handles the vocal and the 
way he does it gives the impres- 
sion the can be a sheet-mu- 
sic hit, too. bardo's version of 
“Loveland” solidifies the opinion 
of it as hit-potentia!. His disking. 
using Gardner and Trio on vocal 
at different times. is even stronger 
than Art Meoney’s (M-G-M). 

Blue Barron “Big Movie Show In 
the Sky” - “Mr. Disk Jockey” 
(M-G-M). Pre-release talk about 
Barron's “Big Movie” has _ it 
marked as a surefire item. From 
the show, “Texas Lil’ Darlin’ .” 
it’s a solid song of its type, and 
Barron does a really good job on it 
vie ensemble chorusing behind 
Bobby Beer's vocal, but it fails to 
impress as a big-selling side. “Mr. 
Disk Jockey.” a ballad of the sort 
of “Music, Maestro, Please,” has a 
stronger chance 
Popularity. And it isn’t incon- 
ceivable that the interpolation of 

he standard, “I'll Always Be In 
Love With You.” done beautifully, 
will make it a hit. 

Dick Haymes “Be The Good 
Lord Willing”-“Scarlet Ribbons” 
‘Decea). Haymes has a strong 
hit-potential in “Be The Good 
Lord.” A sharp sales tune, the 
singer and a chorus knead it into 
One of the most listenable items 
he has done lately, including his 
recent “Lost In the Stars.” Jocks 
figure to find it a big request side. 

aymes does okay with “Ribbons,” 
with the same chorus and Vie 

‘s orchestra. 


Platter Pointers 
Eddie Fisher, Eddie Cantor's 
pretege now on Bluebird, continues 
an as a find; 


his “So 
“Sorry” is a reall 

side . — coupled «Dinah 
on “Wedding 

the Other Foot 


George 
ls"-“Shoe Is On 
Now”: “Doll” is the 
better of two nice cuts. ..Mercury 


BE pom ns Ere GF EIN ee 


at wide jockey. 


tening. 


Album Reviews 


“The Jazz Scene.” preduced by 
Norman Granz ‘ Mercury). Perhaps 
the most extraordinary set of its 
type ever marketed. Lavishly pro- 
duced to sell for $25, with pictures 
of various jazz greats in action by 
Gjon Mili and excellent biogs by 
Granz himself, the set is one of the 
most interesting in months. 
Whether you agree with the stvles 
of music inscribed on its six 12- 
inch sides is beside the point 
There are some fair performances 
and some great performances, by 
soloists and combinations, but they 
all assume interesting proportions 
when played in conjunction with 
the reading of Granz’s individual 
ease-histories. He has the unique 
ability of making clear what makes 
many musicians tick. Perhaps the 


best sides in the book are those by | 
Lester Young, with Aye Guy and | 


Buddy Rich: Coleman Hawkins. 
Willie Smith, Charlie Parker and 
Bud Powell. 


Fred Day, managing director 
of the British music publishing 
house of Francis, Day & Hunter, 
Hunter, due in N. Y. in April® 





| RCA Signs Valdez 


|. Miguelito Valdez orchestra has 
been signed by RCA-Victor, the 
first Latin combination the major 
label has bought in some time. 
Combe is managed by Willard 
Alexander, handler of Vaughn 
' Monroe. 

Valdez will record first sides for 
| Victor in New York this week, 
prior to leaving for an 18-week run 


- at a Puerto Rican nitery. 





Riva! Companies 
-EyeRCA Drive To 
| Push 45 Disk 


Extensiveness of the campaign 
RCA-Vicior has put on to solidify 
its 45 rpm disk and the results so 
far achieved have forced rival rec- 
ord labels, to keep an eye on it. 
There have been strong rumors 


within the past week or so con-| 


cerning the possibility that Decca 
might go into 45, along with its 
production of 33 rpm Microgroove 
LP’s and the regular 78 
platters. Decca has talked of the 
possibility with execs of M-G-M 
Records, which, after the first of 
the year, is going into LP, too. 

Decca, however, denies anything 
other than that it is watching the 
45s. As it has said many times in 
in the past, even before it went into 
33s, the company is interested in 
anything that will sell. That’s the 
reason for producing LP’s—it 
found a market demand. It’s stated 
that Decca will go into 45s also as 
soon as the demand is there. 

Victor, meanwhile, claims in- 
creasing acceptance to the 45s. Ad- 
mittedly a forced proposition at 
first, the system is growing rapidly 
due to the number of player got- 
ten into the hands of record-buy- 
ers. It is producing the small plat- 
ters at the rate of 20,000,000 year- 
ly at the moment, a figure that con- 
tinues to rise monthly. 





Re-Elect Seattle AFM-ites 


Seattle, Dec. 20. 

All officers of Seattle Local 76 
Musicians Union, were re-elected 
here. Officers are Harry L. Reed, 
president; Alvin Schardt, v.p.; Ed 
J. Carey, secretary; Patricia 
Brown, treasurer-trustee, and Jack 
Smith, business agent. 


rpm | 





Canada Copyright on ‘2c per Surface 
Snarls US. Publishers on Disk Royalty 


85 
’ 





‘Decca Doctoring Disk 
| To K.0. Foggy Meaning 


Decca is currently doctoning the 
master of one of its recent re- 
cordings, to cover up any possible 
inclination of listeners to misinter- 
pret an ad lib on.a duet recording. 
% seems that the male singer on the 
disk, throwing in a line in answer 
to a lyrical phrase by his femme 
partner on the platter, let the ad 
lib go in such a way that it sounds 
like something else. 

Decca was at first reported to be 
pulling back the disks, but insists 
ithat it is only performing a minor 
operation on the master as a means 
of fogging the phrase to the point 
where it cannot be understood at 
all. 





TV AS BIG HYPO TO 
‘HOWDY DOODY’ SALES 


RCA-Victor and Bob Smith, cre- 
ator of the “Howdy Doody” TV 
show, are making full use of tele- 
vision as a sales medium for the 
kiddie album Smith made for the 
record label. While it’s obvious 
that this is the first wax item that 


video can be credited with selling, | 
itself | 


since “Howdy Doody” was 
created by tele, the album is being 


pushed other ways. It’s being 
plugged heavily, of course, on 
Smith's nightly CBS-TV broad- 


casts, and Victor is even making 
use of the set-installation records 
kept by its service division. 


RCA kiddie- department promo- 
tion men are bombarding every 
set-owner within the scope of the 
“Howdy Doody” CBS chain pro- 
grams with promotion on the al- 
bum. And apparently the twofold 
plugging on the program, and via 
mail, is getting results. RCA claims 
to have sold approximately 53.000 
of the four-side album since it was 
marketed Dec. 5, about 40,000 on 
78 rpm disks and the remainder 
on 45 rpm. About 12.000 of these 
were sold in New York alone. 

RCA also asserts that the album 
is the fastest-selling kiddie item 
| it has ever produced. 


Week of Dec. 17 


1. I CAN DREAM CAN'T I (14) (Chappell) ................... Andrews Sisters Decca 

2. DREAMER'S HOLIDAY (5) (Shapiro-B)..............0660-. 1B Wino o Jenking Denon 

2. SLIPPEN AROUND 6) (Poer-Ent.)..............000creesee ) Bemeet FUR toe 

4. MULE TRAIN (7) (Disney) .......... acne eseopegnesnss Sane Eee eee 

5. THERE’S NO TOMORROW (4) (Paxten) ............ pes: ae “ee ras ‘j— 

6. RUDOLPH RED-NOSED REINDEER (1) (St. Nicholas)...... Gene Autry ......... Columbia 

. \ Gordon Jenkins..... Decca 

re ae ee ee GD «... ks. als acess es eeeene ‘++ ) Frank Sinatra Columbia 

8. OLD MASTER PAINTER (3) (Robbins) ............. tial le —— es | —— 
> = 

9. DEAR HEARTS, GENTLE PEOPLE (2) (Morris) ........... ) Bind, CEpSOY ene a 

10. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (16) (Robbins) —........... io oe a 

Second Group 
Martin........ Vict 

GOT LOVELY BUNCH COCOANUTS (Cornell) ..........6......} Preddy Martin. «+ v-0 0+ ose 

1 NEVER SEE MAGGIE ALONE (10) (Bourne) ..... secceeesesess Kenny Roberts......... Coral 

{Perry Como ........... Victor 

I WANNA GO HOME (Paxton) _*#eee ROSSEHETS SO 48 SE SO CERHTE TST? Cee Jenkins ae Decca 

of ae London 

JOHNSON RAG (Robbins) eoeeerereeee . eee eee ee eens ] Russ Morgan ba aed Decca 

WAY BACK HOME (BVC) etuiudepeeeeneee TeTTT Te Crosby-Waring end one Decca 

I'LL NEVER SLIP AROUND AGAIN (Peer-Int.) ........ seeesess Whiting-Wakely ....... Capitol 

. | Andrews-Mcrgan....... Decca 

SHE WORE YELLOW RIBBON (Regent) TTT Tin eoececececees: ) i Rainbow 

WHISPERING HOPE (Hanover) coecceee TTTTTITT TTT Stafford-MacRae wT TTT Capitol 

WHY WAS I BORN (T. B. Harms) 5... ..... . see eee eees esseeeeess Vie Damone...........Mercury 

{Sammy Kaye ........ Victor 

ROOM FULL OF ROSES (22) (Hill & Range) .........++++++++++) Dick Haymes........... Decea 

{Fran Wafren.......... Victor 

ENVY (Encore) ... coe Soccer aeeereeeeees sececvccceesss ) Buddy Clark..........Columbia 

SATURDAY NIGHT FISH FRY (Preview) apes a= une a pews 

peolyn n "*Peeeeeee- cca 

YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (11) (Barron-Pemora) .......... ) Blue Barron. ........ MG-M 

' Teddy Phillips......... London 

CHARLIE MY BOY (Bourne) *_ ** © @8® eee eevee eeerere eeeeeeeeeee Jimmy Dorsey cite aaa Columbia 

{Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 

IF | EVER LOVE AGAIN (Paxton) “eee @@®& *e*eeeneee ante Stafford Ne Capitol 

YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (19) (Algonquin) .............. Vice Damone. Mercury 


Figures tn parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) 
«6 bPOPEPEEEEEEEEEESSEEIEEESSIO SED EI OD FHOEPOT IIS IS ISL OL IPED LODE SLOP GTO GH Ot summer on business for the firm. 


_ Manhattan 


-* Use of more thar. one melody on 


‘individual Microgroove LP disks 
|has caused another headache for 
‘music publishers. Canadian copy- 
right Act requires a royalty pay- 
ment of only 2c. “per playing sury 
face,” meaning that no matter how 
many tunes are inscribed on one 
side of a recording, the minimum 
royalty oily is due. And Sparton 
of Canada, Ltd., which handles 
Columbia Records above the bor- 
der, has advised that it will pay 
only 2c. and that the coin should 
be divided equally among publish- 
ers whose works may occupy one 
side of an LP. 

Pubs are somewhat het up about 
the situation, and Harry Fox, agent 
and trustee for music pubs, has 
advised Columbia that he has been 
instructed by clients not to accept 
such split payments. He also ad- 
vised Columbia that pubs he repre- 
sents had urged him to hold Co- 
lumbia accountable in the U. S. 
since the masters from which Spar- 
ton presses disk in Canada are 
manufactured and shipped there 
from Columbia’s U. S. factories. 
Pubs feel that that puts Col under 
jurisdiction of U. S. laws, regard- 
less of where the saleable press- 
ings are made. 


LEEDS IN YORK TIEUP 
ON BRASS BAND TUNE 


Leeds Music has made an un- 
usual tieup in York, Pa., known as 
one of the hotspots of brass bands, 
as a means of promoting its ‘“Home- 
town Band,” 'a march-type melody. 
Peak of a long promotion campaign, 
involving the town’s disk jockey, 
music stores, and numerous high 
school outfits, will be a benefit Dec. 
29 for the purchase of uniforms for 
the musical organizations of three 
of the city’s schools. 

Affair will be partially under- 
written by the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ recording fund. 
Out of the York local’s allotment of 
that coin will come the salaries of 
100 musicians, members of the 
widely-known Spring Garden Band. 
In addition, the York Concert Cho- 
rus, Yorkettes, Elks and a combined 
chorus of 126 voices will be used. 

Leeds’ Arnold Shaw has the 
town's four radio stations plugging 
disks of the “Home Town” tune by 
Freddy Martin ‘(RCA-Victor), Art 
Mooney, ‘M-G-M) Russ Morgan 
(Decca) and Modernaires ‘Colum- 
bia). Jockeys are plugging the 
benefit selling tickets, coin from 
which goes into the uniform fund. 
Copies of the tune sold locally also 
help swell the fund. 

York is one of the heaviest brass 
band areas in the U. S. Within the 
county are a total of 49 outfits. 
American magazine recently ran a 
spread on it, calling York “Tune 
Town.” 








Wayne Has Novel Way 


To Sell His Own Disks 


Most recording artists make oc- 
casional attempts at contacting 
disk distributors and dealers in 
person, attending specially ar- 
ranged autographing parties, etc. 


Few, however, go to the lengths 


Jerry Wayne has tried in the past 
couple weeks in New York, in be- 
half of his new Columbia platters. 

Wayne has been tagging onto 
Columbia's record salesmen on 
their rounds to dealers. He has 


visited every large and small disk 


shop in Brooklyn within the past 
two weeks, and did the same thing 
out of CRC’s Newark distribution 
point. Singer intends covering 
and Queens, then 
Staten Island, before he's finished 
and at that time will have covered 
every disk shop in the five 
boroughs, plus a good slice of 
northern New Jersey. 

Trips are designed to plug the 
four sides Columbia recently got 
out by him, headed by “She Wore 
a Yellow Ribbon.” 


CONN’S TRIP ABROAD 


| Chestcr Conn, part owner of 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn musie 
publishing house, takes his first 
trip to Europe next spring. He 
expects to be abroad a minimum 
of eight weeks, purely for vacation, 
| Jack Bregman, Conn’'s partner, 
along with Rocco Vocco, was in 
England and on the Continent last 
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VARIETY 


MATTFELD 


(Copyright. Variety inc All Rights Reserved) 
legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference 


6, 1948, issve when the Variety Song 


tt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted end may net 


be reproduced eithe: whelly o: in part. 


1941—Continued 


Blues in the Night (film: Blues in 
the Night). w., Johnny Mercer. m., 
Harold Arlen. Remick Music Corp., 
cop. 1941 

Chattanooga Choo Choo 
Sun Valley Serenade). w., Mack 
Gordon. m., Harry Warren. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1941 by Twentieth 
Century Music Corp. 

City Called Heaven. w., m., Bob 
Warren. Warren Publications, cop. 
1941 

Concerto For Two. w., m., Jack 
Lawrence and P. I. Tchaikovsky, 
arranged by Robert C. Haring; 


(film: 


based on the first movement of 
Tchaikovsky's First Piano Con- 
certo. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 


Inc., cop. 1941. 

Day Dreaming. w., Gus Kahn. 
m., Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., 
cop. 1941. 

Dolores. \ .. Frank Loesser. m.., 
Louis Alter. Famous Music Corp., 
cop. 1941 by Paramount Music 
Corp. 

Don’t Take Your Love From Me. 
w., m., Henry Nemo. M. Witmark 
& Sons, cop. 1941. 


Flamingo. w., Ed Anderson. m., 
Ted Grouya. Tempo Music, Inc., 
cop. 1941. 


Hi, Neighbor! (film: San Antonio 
Rose). w., m., Jack Owens. Broad- 
cast Music Inc., cop. 1941. 

How About You? (film: Babes on 
Broadway). w., Ralph Freed. m., 
Burton Lane. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 
1941. 

2 Don't Dant to Walk Without 
You (film: Sweater Girl). w., Frank 
Loesser. m., Jule Styne. Para- 
mount Music Corp., cop. 1941. 

I Don’t Want to Set the World on 
Fire. w., m., Eddie Seiler, Sol Mar- 
cus, Bennie Benjemen and Eddie 


Durham. Cherio Music Publishers, | 


Inc., cop. 1941. 


I Got It Bad and That Ain't 
Good. w., Paul Webster. m., Duke 
Ellington. Robbins Music Corp., 
cop. 1941. 

I'll Remember April. w., m., Don 
Raye, Gene de Paul and Pat John- 
ston. Leeds Music Corp., cop. 1941. 

It’s Always You. w., Johnny 
Burke. m., Jimmy Van Heusen. 
Famous Music Corp., cop. 1941. 

Jersey Bounce. Instrumental 
piece. m., Bobby Plater, Tiny Brad- 
shaw, Edward Johnson and Robert 
B. Wright. Lewis Music Pub. Co., 
Inc., cop. 1941. (Published as a 
song, words by Buddy Feyne and 
Robert B. Wright, cop. 1946). 

Jim. w., Nelson Shawn. m., Cae- 
sar Petrillo and Edward Ross. Kay- 
cee Music Co., Inc., cop. 1941. 

I Think of You. w., m., Jack El- 
liot and Don Marcotte, based on 
the first movement of Rachmani- 
nov’s Second Piano Concerto. Em- 
bassy Music Corp., cop. 1941. 

This Is New (Lady in the Dark). 
w.. Ira Gershwin. m., Kurt Weill. 
Chappell & Co., Inc., cop. 1941. 

This Love of Mine. w., Frank 
Sinatra. m., Sol Parker and Henry 


Sanicola. Embassy Music Corp., 
cop. 1941. 
Tonight We Love. w., Bobby 


Worth. m., Ray Austin and Freddy 
Martin, based on the first move- 
ment of Tchaikovsky's First Piano 
saeperte. Maestro Music Co., cop. 
1941. 

Waltzing Matilda. Australian 
song. w., A. B. Paterson. m., Marie 
Cowan, arr. by Orrie Lee. Carl 
Fischer, Inc., cop. 1936 by Allan & 
Co., Melbourne; cop. 1941 by Carl 
Fischer, Inc. 

The White Cliffs of Dover. w., 
Nat Burton. m., Walter Kent. Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., cop. 1941. 


1942 
Be Careful It’s My Heart (film: 
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Just make me look like Tony Martin's “Marta.” 


# >" RCAVICIOR RECORDS 22:7" 

















Adair. m., 
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Survey of retail sheet music : 5 Z é 6 
sales, based on reports obtained ES nf E oO 
from leading stores in 11 cities E & : 3 E z 
and showing comparative sales ‘le | gio 5 6 = T 
rating for this and last week. | > elgiglelgis!gio 
SIgiGlSiSl#i8/t 218i rt 
D |e s elFi@ |e elaie 7 y 
° pa ieaia m»iYVM id! 8) 
Nations Week Ending elelellalglglsld | 3! e 
Ratin eiXie 5piaisis 
, Dec. 17 Gee SHE ei slt 
This Last pisict isis is isigig ei Z/N 
= \ 3 »|(8 BSiaiais|is;f 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher SiG |S isl#isiSlei£ isi! s 
1 1 “Dreamer’s Holiday” (Shapiro-B)..... 2. Dee a ee ho Fh 
2 2 “Rudolph, the Reindeer” (St. Nich)... 1A 1 7 1 9 . — zm, 
3 7 £=“Dear Hearts, People” (Morris)....... ea mK} ae oe wee 
4 3 “Lucky Old Sun” (Robbins)......... [ten as tes 2 ew +s eS 
5 5 “I Can Dream, Can't Ii” (Chappell).... 4 8 9 41 66i#1=. 6 8 57 
6 4 “Don’t Cry, Joe” (Harms, Inc.)....... . © we © 8 8 8 Ga, 8 8 Fi 
7 8 “White Christmas” (Berlin).......... ee re 2 oe 2 oe 6 48 
8 6 “Mule Train” (Disney)............... 7 6 6 10 2 §& .. 4 9 4 
“9 10 “Santa Ciaus Is Coming” (Feist)...... a. ae a 6 4 29 
10 7 “Silippin’ Around” (Peer-Inter)...... ae ae ae 2. oF oe 
li 11 “Winter Wonderland” (BVC)......... 2A... 4 =a 
i210 “Here Comes Santa Claus” (Western). 1B... 8 5 19 
13. 11 “Old Master Painter” (Robbins)...... 2 .. 3 . 
14... “Blue Christmas” (Choice) . rm PF i oe 
i5 ..  “Levely Bunch Cocoanuts” (Cornell).. .. .. .. 6 a 












Holiday Inn). w-, m., Irving Berlin. 
Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1942. 

Dearly Beloved (film: You Were 
Never Lovelier). w., Johnny Mer- 
cer. m., Jerome Kern. Chappell & 
Co., Inc., cop. 1942. 

Don’t Get Around Much Any- 
more. w., Bob Russell. m., Duke 
Ellington. Robbins Music Corp., 
cop. 1942. 

I'm Old Fashioned (film: You 
Were Never Lovelier). w., Johnny 
Mercer. m., Jerome Kern. Chap- 
pell & Co., Inc., cop. 1942. 

I Had the Craziest Dream (film: 
Springtime in the Rockies). w., 


| Mack Gordon. m., Harry Warren. 
| Bregman, Vocco & Conn, Inc., cop. 


1942 by Twentieth Century Music 


Corp. 


I Left My Heart at the Stage 
Door Canteen (This is the Army). 
w., m., Irving Berlin. This Is The 
Army, Inc., cop. 1942. (Successor 
Pub., Irving Berlin, Inc.). 

I Threw a Kiss in the Ocean. 
w., m., Irving Berlin. Irving Berlin, 
Inc., cop. 1942. : 

Idaho. w., m., Jesse Stone. 
American Academy of Music, Inc., 
cop. 1942. (Successor Pub., Mills 


. Music, Inc.). * 


In the Blue of Evening. w., Tom 
Alfred A. D’Artega. 
> i Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 


It Can’t Be Wrong (film: Now, 


Voyager). w., Kim Gannon. m., 
ion Steiner. Harms, Inc., cop. 


Jingle, Jangle, Jingle (film: The 
Forest Rangers). w., Frank Loes- 
ser. m., Joseph J. Lilley. Para- 
mount Musie Corp., top. 1942. 

The Lamplighter’s Serenade. w., 
Paul Francis Webster. m., Hoagy 
Carmichael. Robbins Music Corp., 
cop. 1942. 


One Dozen Roses. w., Roger 


Lewis and Country Washburn. m., 


Dick Jergens and Walter Donovan. 
Famous Music Corp., cop. 1942. 

My Devotion. w., m., Roc Hill- 
man and Johnny Napton. Santly- 
Joy, Inc., cop. 1942. 

Paper Doll. w. m., a S. 
Black. Edward B. Marks usic 
Corp., cop. 1942. 

Praise the Lord and Pass the 
Ammunition! w., m., Frank Loes- 
ser. Famous Music Corp., cop. 1942. 

Serenade in Blue (film: Orches- 
tra Wives). w., Mack Gorden. m., 
Harry Warren. ro4: ga Vocco & 
Conn, Inc., cop. 1942 by Tweptieth 
Century Music Comp. 

That Old Black Magic (film: Star 
Spangled Rhythm).* w., Johnny 
Mercer. m., Harold Arlen. Famous 
Music Coup. cop. 1942. 

This is the Army, Mr. Jones (This 
Is the Army, Mr. Jones). w., m., 


Irving Berlin. This Is The Army, 


Inc., Cop. 1942. (Successor Pub., 
Irving Berlin, Inc.). 

Warsaw Concerto. Orch. piece. 
m., Richard Addinsell. Chappell & 


Cu., cop. 1942 by Keith, Prowse & | 


Co., Ltd., London. 
When the Lights Go On Again. 
w., m., Eddie Seiler, Sol Marcus 


and Bennie Benjemen. Campbell, | 


Loft & Porgie, Inc., cop. 1942. Suc- 
cessor Pub., Porgie Music Corp.). 

White Christmas (film: Holiday 
Inn). w., m., ty ee Irving 
Berlin, Inc*, cop. 1942. 


NEW YORK: 


\ 


You Were Never Levelier (film: 
You Were Never Lovelier). w., 
Johnny Mercer. m., Jerome Kern. 
T. B. Harms, cop. 1942. 

You'd Be So Nice to Come Home 
To (film: Something to Sheut 
About). w., m., Cole Porter. Chap- 
pell & Co., Inc., cop. 1942. 


Rationing and blackout were 
unfamiliar hardships for Ameri- 
cans. In addition, the country suf- 
fered its worst spring in 60 years, 
with floods, tornadoes, ice jams, 


storms almost constantly 
news. 


Oona O'Neill was named the 
Stork Club (New York) deb of the 
year, much to the disgust of her 
father, distinguished playwright 
Eugene O'Neill. He was even 
more shaken the following year 
when Oona _ married *harlie 


80 tanks and had failed completely 


to produce the airplanes, artillery 
and ships needed by the armed 
forces. 


The first year of the war was the 
most discouraging and depressing 
in American. memory-—comparable 
only to the first year of the Civil 
War for the North. The country 
was stunned by the terrible losses 


‘at Pearl Harbor; five battleships 
| sunk or beached, three more badly 


' 
| 


| 


Chaplin, a week after the com- | 


edian had agreed to pay Joan 
| Bargy $2,500 legal costs and sup- 
port until blood tests might, or 
might not, prove him to the 
|father of her yet unborn child. 

| This year saw the passing of 
|General Hugh Johnson, of NRA 
and Blue Eagle fame; Jack Black- 
| burn, Joe Louis’ trainer; Graham 
/McNamee, famous pioneer radio 
| announcer, who grew up with the 
/industry, and four great stage fig 
/ures; John Barrymore, George M. 
| Cohan, Joe Weber of (& Fields), 
-and Joseph Francis Jiranek, better 
_known to America, and the world, 
as Joe Jackson, the tramp bi- 
Leyelist of vaudeville stage and one 
of the great clowns and pantomine 
artists of all time. Gone, too, were 
Billy Beck, originator of Barney 
|Google and his famous horse, 
|“Sparkplug:” Jack Doyle, propri- 
etor of Jack Doyle’s billiard parior 
on Broadway, where odds on every 
important prize fight. World Se- 
ries, horse race or football game 
the country over, originated. 


60,000 planes, 45,000 tanks, 20,000 
‘anti-aircraft guns and 8,000,000 
deadweight tons of merchant ship- 
ping. Americans old enough to re- 


_member World War I were skepti- | 
cal about the possibilities of our | 


workers filling this order because 
they recalled that duri 
war, the U. S. had produced only 


745 Sth Ave. 





Roosevelt called for—and got— 





| 
' 


damaged, 10 smaller warships de- 


cloudbursts, forest fires and hail- | Stroyed or heavily hurt, and the 


in the) 


smashing of our whole bomber 
command at Clark Field in the 
Philippines. These events were the 
harder to bear because they were 
generally conceded to be the re- 
sult of gross negligence. 


(Continued Next Week) 


it's Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ONCE IN A 


LIFETIME 


{From Eeri Carroll's “Vanities”) 
(Robbins Music) 
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ON THE ISLAND 
OF OAHU 


By LEE ERWIN and MEL HOWARD 
THE MARINERS 
Columbia #38624 


Published by 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 








the first | 








LAST FRONTIER HOTEL 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
Currently presents 


| The Hour of Charm 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 
Under the Direction of 


PHIL SPITALNY 


BOOKED BY 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 
JOE GLASER, President 


_ CHICAGO: 
203 No. Wabash 


HOLLYWOOD: 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 
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(on 78 too, you bet!) 
T 
t 
: Oh-so-smooth 
» dueting! Both decks hot! 
0 ie Rushed out ahead of schedule! 
7 37 TONY MARTIN bes 
; game FRAN WARREN TEX BENERE 
4 few 
65 , 
: 1 SMD MY PAIAMAS MOTHER PRAIRIE 
51 
eo] | HAVE | TOLD YOU ss 
| | LATELY THAT | LOVE YOU CAN | CANOE YOU UP THE RIVER 
20 RCA VICTOR 20-3613 (47-3119*) RCA VICTOR 20-3616 (47-3122*) 
71 f ® 
13 ' "a ag pl BvNs 
= Jocks flooded with pre-release calls on this! Tops their sensational “Careless Love”! 
my FREDDY THE 
llery . 
med 3 
| the | 4 » 
. MARTIN 4° FOUR 
= HOME TOWN BAND de =f TUNES 
nts and _@ ¢ 
the Let's Put Out The Lights # j THE LONESOME ROAD 
the 
the And Go To Sleep . ond 
- RCA VICTOR 20-3614 (47-3120*) |’ m Just A Fool In love 
~ RCA VICTOR 22-0058 (50-0042*) 
THIS W EEK S RELEASE ! Just One More Polka JOHNNY VADNAL 
(Both 78 rpm and 45 rpm. Numbers marked * ore 45 rpm.) You In My Arms 25-1144 (51-0044*) 
POPULAR COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
| Said My Pajamas Foolish Tears 
Send Ten P FI T 
Reve TaYortowly «tae Seca dasa 
4 My Home Is The Dust Of The Road ERNIE LEE 
——- hom “_ peteathianas You're Next Door To Heaven 21-0151 (48-0158*) 
, And Go To Sleep 20-3614 (47-3120*) RHYTHM ~ 
7 o. ae. ae The L Road 
I an +r sot, ANRENCE Vm Just A Foo In Love 22.0080 (50-0042") 
= ’ qurbl set DEALERS! Are you ringing up those extra profits with RCA Victor's 
caine pe LUN 405! cane - > ones Up The River 90-2616 (47-9122") eae pe a —_ —— 
The stars who make the hits are on. RRA lok ror nei Ah 
RCA VICTOR DIVISION RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 





The “45” market is booming 
—with the world’s fastest, 
lowest-priced automatic changer! 


Over 50,000 of these changers moving every month... 
over 50,000 new record-sales opportunities every month! Plays thru any set! 
Cash in! Keep a PULL stock of RCA Victor “45's! 
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SISTER 
ROSKITA 
THARP: 


AMERICA’S 
GREATEST 
GOSPEL 
SINGER 






































€ 
Her 
Current ; 
Favorites! 


DECCA 
48119 SILENT NIGHT 


WHITE CHRISTMAS 


DECCA 


48116 WNINETY-NINE AND A 
HALF WON'T DO 


DANIEL IN THE LION'S 


DEN 
DECCA ‘ . 
48106 DOWN BY THE RIVER 
SIDE 


MY LORD'S GONNA 
MOVE THIS WICKED 
RACE 


DECCA 
48098 HE WATCHES ME 
HE'S ALL I NEED 
with Marie Knight 


DECCA 


48093 MOVE ON UP A LITTLE 
HIGHER (2 Parts) 


DECCA 


48090 UP ABOVE MY HEAD, 
1 HEAR MUSIC IP 
IN THE AIR 


MY JOURNEY TO THE 
SKY 


with Marie Knight 


DECCA 
48089 NOBODY'S FAULT BUT 
MINE 


SIT DOWN 





DECCA 











DECCA 


RECORODS 
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|she fell. 


|playing at nearby El 
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Survey of retail disk best a eit 3) z 3 p : | 
séllers, based on reports ob- ¢| is § g'2\B|- | 
tained from leading stores in s Sieia sie ilsi2:ig§i_i7? 
12 cities and showing com- n g = 3 g Py 5 s 3 5 ie\¢ oO 
parative sales rating for this § e s\s = glaele | z 3 T 
and last week. . & gio leis § 8 & Sizi= A 
sie \@! &| i : y ] ] E | 1/8 L 
Ais | e | rT S | 
i Slieisififlelsi£ig!eili Pp 
National Week Ending e|] = Tigigials 5 j 4 © oO 
— Dec. 17 SiciHlclsiflisisisisis ie)! 
ec. ys & e;8i@ Si<¢igisia i SiN 
This Last Bis w $is\s\s eis |i Sif 
wk. wk.  Artist,Label, Title ziO;\Si@eiSiaiw@in i=in ia igi S 
— FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) ¢ . 
1 1 “Mule Train” apo ms SS ,S. -6 3 28... 6 § 
- ANDREWS SIS-G, JENKINS (D) 
2 2 “I Can Dream, Can’t ” oss 3 6 4 4 Ss 7 68 8&8 ® 5 __ 69 
~~~ GENE AUTRY (Columbia) ao 
3 4 “Rudolph, Red-Naised Raindeer” 1 tt 1 1 1 _ 
=~ “M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) 
4 3 “Slippin’ Around”... Fe ee 3.6C« — eo 47 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
5 6 “Dreamer’s Holiday”....... 4 6 8 8 6 2s Ae 
a ~~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
6 5 “Don’t Cry, Joe”. . 6 68 eS 2. ¢ 6 be 29 
~" FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
7 i) “A Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts” ~ a 7 5 y 4 7 8 23 
~~" AL MORGAN (London) 
8 13 “Jealous Heart” .. ee 9 410 5 5 2 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
9 8 “That Lucky Old Sun”. ns 7 7; @ ® 4 4 21 
=. YOGI YORGESON (Capitol) 
10 15 “IT Yust Go Nuts at Xmas”. are 1 -= 1 _: 20 
"VIC DAMONE (Mercury) s 
11 12 “You're Breaking | My Heart” 2 4 8 _ - 1 
7 ~~ DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
12A 17 “Dear Hearts and Gentle People” oe ery ee a6 i 6 4 ? 1s 18 
' YOGI YORGESON (Capitol) 
12B 21 “Y¥ingle Bells” . 3 1 18 
~~ TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
13 2 “There's No Tomorrow” | os seees 0 Se 7 . 3 4 13 
~~" KING COLE TRIO (Capitol) 
14A “Christmas” Song” frreveerery tr 5 6 ss ll 
J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
14B 18 “Whispering Hope”.............. 2 9 11 
. be JACK TETER (London) 
15A 14 “Johnson Rag”................. 5 7 10 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
15B CE tether diss. - 2000 006 i 10 
- FRAN WARREN (Victor) 
 - - aor 8 8 _- ~ —— 
We DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
16B “Old Master Painter”... 3 DD ns oe ek se i wt 
es LOUIS ARMSTRONG (Decca) 
MC 179 Seem ...............+, 2 a 
_— HUGO WINTERHALTER (Col). . 
17A “Blue Christmas” .............. 3 8 
RICHARD HAYES (Mercury) 
17B “Old Master Painter” .......... 10 5 10 K 
INK SPOTS (Decca) P 
17C_ 18 “Echoes” ....................-+- 3 8 
BING CROSBY (Decca’ 
17D 19 “Dear Hearts and Gentle People”. G 5 8 
| 1 | 2 3 ‘ | 5 
FIVE TOP sour paciric merry CHRISTMAS Kiss me, Kare ("TWAS THE NIGHT JOLSON SINGS 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS AGAIN 
AL B U M S Broadway Cast Bing Crosby Broadway Cast Fred Waring | Al Jolson 
Columbia Decca Columbia Decca Decca 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
0 a ee 4 bf Fe me 5 85 
Dn ..stes.ceeewe dames .. 6 QR ee 3 15 
Dt t@ttes+save’enncen » ae i . SE"). cosebinsasoesecece se 2 26 
| 
| | and other European folk tunes LENNY HERMAN QUINTET 
Band Reviews now and then. «4 Glass Hat, Congress Hotel, Chi. 
| After two weeks, Casbah man- | While many rooms are trying to 
jagement has found the group 











_GUNNAR SONDBERG ORCH (5) 
El Casbah, Kansas City . 


Smiall combo is comparatively 
néw to the club and hotel circuit, 
‘being formed on the Coast little 
more than a year ago. This date 
/in the deluxe dinner room of the | 
Bellerive hotel is its first out of 
the western locale. 

Leader Sondberg is a Danish 
lad, who had a band on the con- 
tinent, particularly the Scandi- 
navian countries, for a number of 
years before coming to the States. 
| Sondberg leads the quintet on 
violin, with specialists on other in- 
struments—Fred Spatz, piano; Al 


Tracy, ‘accordion; Ernie Candi, 
drums; Vernon Officer, string 
bass. Spatz and Tracy pour out 


/some unusually good work in their 
‘solo efforts, and with the leader's 
violin give the crew a good deal 
of versatility. , 

Tunes are suitable for dancing 
‘and for listening as well, and | 
|hence the portfolio is thick with 
'widely varied 


readily up to par, and outfit will 
stay at least another eight wecks. 
in. 


LEN HOWARD ORCH /8) 
Chez Maurice, Montreal 


After eight years as leader of 
the pit band in the Gayety, Len 
Howard, with a new combination, 
is scoring at the refurbished Chez 
Maurice. With much experience in 


show work, Howard is a cinch as 
pianist and leader for the big pro- 
duction numbers, and on ihe in- 
strumentation of three sax, trom- 
bone, trumpet, drums and bass he 
is also building a rep with the 
customer hoofers for some very 
danceable tunes between shows. 

Arrangements are on the com- 
mercial side with Howard, MacCal- 
lum and Jimmy Jones doing most 
of the orchestrating. 

With a good rhythm section, 
sparked by Howard at the piano, 


arrangements. | full treatment is usually used to 


Tangos, rhumbas, sambas, bop and ‘fill this big room. Other than the 


pops are all terpable, and for good | odd novelty twist, vocals are kept ment cro w d. Vocal e 
measure Sondberg tosses in gypsy ‘only to group efforts. 


Newt, 


weather the local biz blight, this 


dance spot has been doing heavy 
biz during recent months. Much 
of this can be attributed to Lenny 
Herman's group, making its fourth 
appearance within a year. 


Although smaller in size than 
most bands playing hotels around 
here, orch achieves depth of much 
larger aggregations, based on mae- 
stro’s accordion. It’s the organo, 
a new development, which aug- 
ments the volume —an electronic 
attachment, miniature in size but 
in full organ tone, which is at-. 
tached to the piano keyboard and 
is played simultaneously with the 
ivories. 


Herman is promotionally minded, 
the back of one of his stands being 
lighted so dancers going by can 
mark their choices. Besides the | 
top 10, leader has made up a list of 
over 330 songs, which is on card | 
form,,and is used for request pur- | 
poses. They're also mated as to 
type of dance. His library includes | 
a liberal dose of rhumba and | 
samba, spot being one of the few | 

| in town which draws the hip-move- 
| orts are 
done well by Herman and trio. 


' Evelyn Nearly Cracks 


Her “Magic Violin’ But 
It All Winds Up OK 


Las Vegas, Dec. 20. 

Phil Spitainy’s “first lady of the 
| violin” has discovered there are no 
fiddle repair shops in Las Vegas. 
Fifty million one-armed bandits 
but nary a Stradivarius surgeon. 
| What to do’ It happened at the 
|Hotel Last Frontier, where Evelyn 
and Her Magic Violin opened 
with Phil Spitalny and his all-girl 
orch and choir in the Ramona 
Room Friday (16). During the first 
show—-and her first nitery appear- 
ance — the mike cords pécame 
looped in her sofo finale, gathering 
around her feet. She begged off, 
and banged off, simultaneously, 

Her dive was nothing short of 
spectacular. The trouper suffered 
a badly bruised right kneecap and 
a deep cut on her ankle, where the 
strap of her slipper cut through. 
Spitalny grabbed for his spouse as 
Evelyn grabbed for her 
fiddle, a 1753 Bergonzi presented 
her by the National Arts Club of 
America when she graduated from 
Juilliard School. It had survived 


197 years without a scratch. 


As far as Evelyn was concerned. 
the fact that the fiddle cracked 
wide open at the seams was a 
much bigger catastrophe than the 
damage to her frame. However, 
she pulled herself and the instru- 
ment together in a few seconds, a 
neat trick in view of the fact 
that all the strings were down, and 
held it in place for an encore on 
“Some Enchanted Evening.” Audi- 
ence in the capacity room, includ- 
ing Gov. Vail Pittman of Nevada, 
gave her a tremendous ovation. 

The discovery about Las Vegas’ 
lack of stringed instrument repair- 
men followed. After the second 
show, which she played with the 
same broken fiddle, Dick Day, Last 


| Frontier flack and one-time pianist 
with Ted Weems’ orch, remembered 


that Guy Landis, bass fiddler and 
leader of the combo currently 
Rancho 
Vegas, knew something about bast- 


|ing a Bergonzi, stitching a Strad 
}and such-like. 


Landis, as a mat- 

ter of fact, had taken a course in 

instrument repairing at UCLA! 
Landis came over from El Ran- 


cho at 4 a.m., after his last show, 


picked up the fiddle, took it to his 
room, heated a pot of glue, while 
Evetyn and Phil paced the floor, 
and had it in shipshape condition 
as dawn broke. 


FRANK WALKER 
WELCOMES YOU TO THE 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Sth ot Spring St. LOS ANGELES 


War or peace, we 
always found ac. 
commodations for 
our friends in show 
business. And now 
—as always — you'll 
receive traditional 
Frank Walker serv- 
ice... plus a special 
theatrical rate! 
DRIVE-IN GARAGE 
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The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by eee 
JIMMY McHUGH 
MILLS MUSIC — 











THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 


| DO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, M. Y. 19 
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Currently the hottest selling record on the market, Columbia's “Ru- 
dolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” originated as a kiddie yarn 10 years 
Written by Johnny Marks last December, it is based on a fable 
penned by Robert L. May in 1939. Marks, unable to find a publisher 
for the sung, invested $30,000 to form his own publishing outfit, St. 
Nicholas Music. The composer-publisher now looks set to cash in, 
with Columbia feeling confident that its Gene Autry recording of the 
tune will hit the 2,000,000 sales mark before the Christmas season ends. 

The May fable was originally written for the Montgomery, Ward de- 

rtment store and used by that outfit as a Christmas giveaway. To 
date there are more than 6,000,000 copies of the book in circulation. In 
1946, RCA plattered “Rudolph” as a kiddie album, with a straight nar- 
| ration by Paul Wing. But the RCA disk is apparently having little 
| effect on CRC’s recording, which has been put out in both the pop and 
kiddie division. 

‘Rudolph” hes else been getting a lot of cuffo publicity via commer- 
cial products bearing its name. Most of these were set up in connec- 
tion with the book, before the song was written. A number of the 
large department stores throughout the country are featuring the red- 


nosed reindeer in their window displays. In addition, a short on “Ru- 

| dolph” is currently being shown at the Roxy, N. Y., and has already 

') been circulated in 37 RKO houses in New York and 500 throughout the 
east. Autry also built a special production number around the rein- 
deer, which he is using in his rodeo. 

; 

: 





Virtually all name singers, bandleaders and recording men strive 
constantly for new, trick recording ideas to embellish the production 
| values of new disks. Guy Lombardo is no different. For years he has 
| used exactly the same methods, but recently those methods were mod- 
\ ernized. Instead of a tape measure, Lombardo now uses nails to sim- 
| plify the job of recording his band. 

For years Lombardo insisted that the musicians in his band be sit- 
uated exact distances from the mike, to the inch, on every recording 
so that the sound of the band didn’t vary. To achieve this, a notebook 
listed how far away each instrument should be. It was a somewhat 
tedious job to measure off the various footages. To improve the sys- 
iem, Decca’s engineers drove nails in the floor of the New York studio 
the band always uses to cut disks—a nail for each leg of every musi- 
cian’s chair, and others ivr ine imine, piano legs, etc. And new it’s an 
easier job of setting up. 

Mercury Records has released the disking of “With My Eyes Wide 
Open I'm Dreaming,” a unique cutting by Patti Page, and it’s beginning 
to get good sales reaction in different areas, especially in Philadelphia. 
Artist credit on the label reads: Patti Page Quartet. Actually, the 
quartet consists entirely of Miss Page singing the various harmony 
parts. She put the idea on wax by doing each part separately and 





| Granz-Mercury Put 


4 blending the others in, using earphones to hear the preceding parts 


while adding the next. 








| On the Upbeat 





New York 


Alan Keyes upped from publi- 
city manager of RCA-Victor record 
division to commercial manager of 
Red Seal disks. .. . Bob Chester, 
who recently finished long run at 
» Arcadia ballroom, into rival Rose- 
land Jam. 20 for four weeks. ... 
| N. Y. office staff gave Joe Glaser, 
| head of Associated Booking, a tele 
| set for birthday last week (16)... . 
Manie Sacks, of Columbia Records, 
» will head music and record divi- 
' sion of March of Dimes drive... . 
UCLA students gave Capitol Rec- 
ords Paul Westen trophy as 
hey = = of Year.” ... Signa- 
ture rds to market its 75c disk 
lines on Signa-Flex, unbreakable 
material. . Andy Pine, sax 

layer who was to join Elliot 
vawrence’s orchestra at Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook last week, 
injured in auto smash in Philadel- 

hia... . Art Mooney given re- 
ease from General Artists Corp. 
less than month after he signed... . 
Bob Sadeif shificd to Knicker- 
bocker Music staff in N. Y. . . 
Eddie Wolpin, Paramount-Famous 
staff head, to Palm Beach Dec. 30. 
- . . Duke Ellingten orchestra 
booked for 30 concerts in Febru- 
ary and theatres through January. 
— denying he's breaking up 
and. 





Nie i Ae A la 


Hollywood 


Milt Gabler, Decca recording di- 
rector, has powdered back to N. Y. 
after supervising batch of biscuit- 
ing here ., . Manie Sacks is lining 
EO 








FRANKIE LAINE 
“MULE TRAIN” 


“Lucky Old Sun” 

















up an eight-side kid album for 
Doris Day “King Re-Bop’s 
Dream,” new tune by Hoagy Car- 
michael, will be released by Morris 
Music ... Irene Dunne will sing 
“Once You Find a Guy,” “Sage- 
brush Lullaby” and “The Man In 
the Big Felt Hat’ for Columbia's 
“Come Share My Love.” 

Jule Styne and Leo Robin inked 
by Sid Rogell to score RKO’s “Two 
Tickets to Broadway”... Lou Levy 
is here for parleys with Done Gen- 
son, Bob Stern and Sonny Golden, 
his coast tune-touts ... Andrews 
Sisters have teamed with Carmen 
Miranda to wax “The Wedding 
Samba” and “I See, I See,” Bra- 
zilian ditties, for Decca ... Paul 
Sawtell is doing the score for Sel 
Lesser on “Tarzan and the Slave 
Girl.” 


Chicago 

Bob Crosby packaged a unit for 
one-nighters to start Jan 10. He'll 
have his own musicians and acts, 
with package being booked by Sid- 
ney Harris of Mutual Enteriain- 
ment ... Herbie Fields set for 
Flame Club, St. Paul, Jan. 4 for 
three weeks .. . Bob Vincent, for- 
mer vocalist with Al Trace’s band, 
but now as a single, debuted at 
Towne Lounge, Rockford, IIl., this 
week Claude Thornhill has 
three college prom dates lined up 
for him by Associated Booking, 
teeing off at U. of lowa,. Jan. 20, 
following with U. of Minnesota 
Jan. 21. and ltowa State. Jan. 27 
., . Clyde MeCoy in town visiting 
disk jocks about his new Mercury 
disk to be released Jan. 11, called 
“The Canasta Song”... Larry Fo- 
tine set for Peabody hotel, Mem- 
his. Feb. 27 for two weeks ... Len 
itecht takes over as publicity di- 
rector for the newly formed label, 
Barthel, to be pressed in Chi. La- 
bel’s already pacted Johnny Hill, 
formerly with Rondo; Toni Rami 
and Alan DeWitt vocalist with 
Frankie Masters orch .. . Tommy 
Rockwell, head of General Artists 
Corp.. in town for a meeting with 
his Chi staff. 


Pittsburgh 
Pete Rubino and his Crackpots 
opened two-week engagement at 
Seventh avenue hotel's Triangle 
Room ... Tiny Brown, local girl 


who sang with Dizzy Gillespie for 
a while. back home and has joined 
Deuces Wild at Carnival Lounge as 
featured vocalist .. . pianist Gloria 
Seigie and Bobby Cardillo’s trio 
now sharing musical chores at 
Monte Carlo .. . violinist Dolores 
Clarke doubling between Ankara’s 
bar lounge, where she teams with 
pianist Joe Lescak, and the main 
room, with a featured spot in the 
floor show. 


: 


Out Expensive Album ‘My Child” Initial 


Mercury Records will market this | 
week a jazz album compiled by 
Norman Granz that is perhaps the Como's recently organized Como 
Listing of 12 cides (idineh plus Music will start operation is titled 
numerous candid shots by photog- | “My Child”. Singer recorded the 
rapher Gjon Mili, commentary and number for RCA-Victor a week or 
——— material by Granz, all so ago, but it won't be released 

serted in an expensively de- : aeotall 
signed, loose-leaf type of album, it | a : ae oe - hs - " d , 
will sell for $25, plus tax. Only omo as yet hasn't done any- 
5.000 sets have been manufactured. 

It's said to have cost Granz, cre- 
ator and promoter of the “Jazz at 
the Philharmonic” units, approxi- 
mately $36,000 to put the album to- 
gether. 


music organization. He has not 
been able-to secure office space 
in New York and until that is ac- 
complished will not even mull a 


Tune for Como Co.’ 


Initial song with which Perry 


'“The 


thing about setting up a working 





Decca, Chappell Near 
Deal on ‘3d Man’ Score 


Decca Records probably will 
wind up with the original sound- 
track of the music from the film, 
Third Man.” Decca and 
Chappell are nearing a deal for the 
music, played on a zither by Anton 
Karas, Viennese musician found in 
a cafe by Carol Reed, producer- 
director of the pic. 


British Decca has the disk rights 
to the music in England, where it’s 
called the “Harry Lime Theme.” 
However, that company doesn't 
have the U. S. rights to it and 
couldn't release it in the U. S. 
inrGugn its Londcr.!abel affiliate 
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I've Got + 


TEARS IN MY EA 


(From Lyin’ On My Back In My Bed While | Cry Over You) 


Words and Music! 


Hill-Billy Style 











i. I'VE GOT TEARS IN MY EARS from ly-in’ on my back In my bdedwhile I 
2. (I'VE GOT)TEARSIN MY EARS from ty- in’ on my back In my ‘bed while | 
3. (1 VEGOT)TEARS IN MY EARS from ly-in’ on my back In my ded while I 






ae ee 


o- ver 
o - Yer 


ery 
ery 
ery o- Ver 


4.(Once my) Mawsaidto me;‘Thereaint no use to fret. If youre wise youwill find some-one 














you. I've been cry - in’ these tears and soak-in’ in 
you It's beenso man-y yearsmy sac-ro-il - 1 - ac 
new.” Andshe'sright ascan be, its get-tin might-y wet 











And the tears in my ears are off the beat-en track Since you said,“It's good 
my sack Sincethe day 








I found 
Feels as though it’s been 
Ly~-in’ here cry-in’ 








So 
And 


if I 
if i 


are through’ 


bye; we 


you were un- true. 





should get wa-ter on the brain. 
dont get up. pret-ty soon —_ 


You will 


Til tura 


soaked through and through... Oh, you lied when yousaidwedtakethe plunge... Now I . 
Comes the day when they o - verflow the brim ‘I'll. be 


tears oOo - 





Yer you. 















fF 


know yourethe one who is 
in- to a sleep y 
know how it feels to be » 
sor- ry I nev- er learned to 


to 
la - goon 








blame. I VEGOT TEARS IN MY EARS from ly-in’ on my 


I'VE GOT TEARS IN MY EARSfrom ly-in’ on my 
sponge. I"VEGOT TEARS IN MY EARSfrom ly-in’ on my 
I VEGOT TEARS IN MY EARS from ly-in’ on my 























back In my bed while 1 cry o-ver you. 2. I've Got 

back In my bed while | cry o-ver you 3. I've Got 

back In my bed while | cry o-ver you 4 Once my 

back In my bed while l cry o-ver * you. —_____ 
Copyright 1949 Leo Feist. Inc, 799 Beventh Avenue, New York, N 


Destined to be the Hottest Western Hill- 
' Billy Novelty Comedy Song of All Time! 


“TEARS IN MY EARS" will be the Fas?- 
es! Piece of Dynamite in the Entire 


Industry. 


Special Material Available. Get on this 
Quick! 





799 Seventh Ave.. N 


LEO FEIST, INC. 















~e Pe eeineipenmurennnnesass 


ee ee 











* Legit Musical. 


Mellin Buys Catalog, 
Cicille Co. Closes Out 


Cicille Music Corp., N. Y., closed 
shop iast week after selling its cat- 
alog to the Robert Music Corp. Lat- 


+ Filmusical. 


ter outfit is operated by Bobby Mel- 
lin, former professional manager 
for Broadcast Music. 





‘All masters and albums of Re-| 
public Records, owned by Cicille, 
were sold to the Commodore Rec- | 


ord Shop, N. Y. 





























combo opens Feb. 10 for fortnight 
at flat $4.500 per. While here vet 
trumpeter will work a jazz con- 
cert promoted in Pasadena by 
KFWB disc jock Gene Norman. 
Before leaving territory Satchmo 
and his sidemen will sit in for two 
weeks at Palomar, Vancouver 


‘nitery, also at $4,500 a stanza. 


TIilinois Jacquet last week re- 








| Blackhawk and Martinique. 














on the score for the forthcoming |... work in while west. His As- 


a pasuts of “Guys and sasiated Waslinn Gece. Welty wood 
oe - i , office is run by Milt Deutsch 
“Guys,” with book by Jo Charles Yates, of New York's ABC 


Swerling based on Damon Runyon gtaff, is also west, discussing book- 


stories, is slated for Broadway by ings with Bob Hope. He left N_Y. 
Cy Feuer and Ernest Martin. Jo |jast week. 


Mielziner is doing the sets. —_ 


AFM Wins Dismissal | | "tne moat ston 
On Chi Muzak Suit ot EIGH RIDE 


Charges filed in July by the by LEROY ANDERSON 
Boom Electric Co., Chi franchise- 
holder for Muzak “canned” music, 
against Local 10, Chi Federation 
of Musicians, were dismissed Wed- 
nesday (15) by the National Labor 
Relations Board. Boom had 
claimed Petrillo had enforced a 
secondary boycott and jurisdic- | 
tional dispute in violation of the | 
Taft-Hartley Act when he threat- | 
ened to pull live musicians out of 
Chi hotels that were being serv- 
iced with “canned” music, piped | 
be Boom. | 

Ross M. Madden, regional NLRB | 
head, said an investigation by the | 
board disclosed that the musicians’ 
union induced no employees to 
stop servicing the machines, but 
rather discouraged employers to 
do so unless they hired members 
of Local 10 as platter-turners. No 
actual order had been given the 
musicians not to play in the spots mY 
also using Muzak, Madden said. 

Hotels that stopped Muzak serv- 
ice after Petrillo’s strike threat 
were Palmer House, Edgewater 
Beach, La Salle, Bismarck, Grae- 
mere, Stevens and Blackstone, and 
restaurants were Old Heidelberg, Inc. 




















Recorded by ARTHUR FIEDLER 
and the BOSTON “POPS” ORCH. 
(RCA-Victor) 

A Sell-Out from Coast-te-Coast! 














MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway - New York 19, N. ¥ 
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Col. Disks ‘Blondes’ 


Columbia Records completed 
cutting the score of “Gentlemen 


THE PUBLIC CHOICE 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 
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40 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC << 
: : Best British Sheet Sellers t Hotel :B.0.’ 
‘RH’ Logging System npebenatindy teen:  - 
; Week ending Dec. 10) . Covers fT 
S ‘ pod ad London, . 12. | mated Bsa ant oftners 
. ate 
: nt m logging broadcast perjorm | Breaking Heart ..... Sterling Band 
oo aa ate ‘in ‘on uence tases on four major network schedules | Hop Scotch Polka Leeds | fddy Duchin* .....Waldorf (400; $2) ...... sees LL 2,000 23,300 
oe oe is of 1 point for sustaining instrumental | Confidentially New World | Guy Lombardo.... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ..... 12 2,156 29.350 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 po _— " . il 3 1700 5 
é' i ini ls 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for Harry Lime Theme Chappell 3ammy Kaye ...... Statler (450; $1.50-$2) ...... : 400 P 
, en he y 4 in each of ‘he 3 major territories, “— Snowy _, ee me a 'Don McGrane*..... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)... 12 1,000 13,500 t 
9 ode . : ial vocal m a i Don't See Me . mnelly — 
cae Sldlecan ps By ny Sotale 2 the Hetener ratings| Foreverand Ever F 3 - * New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter” show. Waldorf, Peter ; 
iree ° " d . ni rn i . 
of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. Weddine Be ane ~ 4 : Lind Hayes-Mary Healy. 
Week of Dec. 9 to Dee. 15, 1949 Leicester Square Rag . Norris : 
First Group | Mon., Tues., Wed. Dash Chicago } 
, Publishers’ Garden of Weeds B.&C. ' ath 
Songs , Shapiro | Bill Bennett (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 250; $2 min.-$1 cover). Leni : 
A Dreamer’s Holiday .......... .--:ssseeeeeeeereees ateomees | Second 12 sate En ape 
t She Sweet sceeeeeseroreedes . 7 : ; cs . S ‘ | ; a 
yy its Violins—*“The Great Lover” ........-+++++: Famous | pouaper fc. SOREN “ee Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). ( 
Bibbidi-Babbidi-Boo—* “Cinderella” sseeeseeen —= y Fenatenn Ghatiin Morris Ethel Smith and LaSalle bucking pre-holiday lull with 2,000 tabs 
Bye Bye Baby—*“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”. ...... ine ‘toa | Shawl Galway Grey Connelly Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). , 
Daddy's Little Girl ee ee Morris | Buy Killarney Maurice | Ice Show, conventions and Masters nice 3,100 covers. 
Dear Hearts and Gentle People ......----seeeeeeerereeres tenn | It’s Cold Outside Morris Jack Nye (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). 
OED GP GD « ~ss ness, wins cores eatedere tons sys 90ers Witmark| Kiss g tpt —- Hildegarde and conventions; fat 4,050 covers. : 
Festival of Roses ......... ...----sevccecsesvcceseseceses | Echo To e Lie Sterling . . : . wo, 
eens Times ‘Inspector General” eMeaeenteoeeooesesoeetecs J Harms Why Is It Cinephonic _ George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover ay ne 
Hop Scotch Polka » hve cera eSees ob 0 00 Fades Sai e8 « Cromwell | Angelus Ringing Southern King out Thurs. (15); 3,000 tabs. = 
; . ED .ncvcccncccccccvecccccesceccececeee: Chappell; Biue Ribbon Gal .. Dash Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min). “College Inn , 
I Can Dream Can'tI . ‘ler | , 
Johnson Rag LOPE er Tate Le Le 7 | 12th Street Rag Chappell Story” down to 2,500 covers. 
Last Mile Home pacer teepnsoe rayne ces sstennysys7Fs FE ae ) 
Merry Christmas ncn. og cls adie Cae RP O02 + 6 ORCS OM 
Mule Train—*“Singing Guns” ...........-6-seeee ee eeeee: one SATCHMO BOOKED 1? Los Angeles ' ' . ; 
My Love Loves Me ....... .ccsccccesccccscscevecsseces Paramoun Skitch Henderson (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With The Sportsmen, 
Old Master Painter . $200 CORO OO CED OD CSE SS CORES oe WEEKS ON THE COAST the Kings and Their Ladies, first week, 2,685 covers. 
Diver Sonus ep) Sep aaee Sanne *’.... St. Nicholas Chick Floyd (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). First week 2,100 covers. 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer .........---+++++++: St. — Hollywood, Dec. 20. Phil Ohman (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Some 700 covers 
Santa Claus Is Coming to Town ; ; : a nt Louis Armstrong combo, in com- 
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon—*“She Wore a Yellow Ribbon’ .. — ing to the far west after first of the i 4 
Slippin’ Around pos . ss D aie year, already has 12 solid weeks’ Location Jobs Not In Hotels 
Someday You'll Want Me .. ........ 0... eceeeeeeewenes Duc - work lined up by Milt Deutsch, ? 
Stay Well—*“Lost In the Stars” ..........-.--seeeeeeeees ———— Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking (Chicago) 
That Lucky Old Sun ste? PCCP 2 ORRORG? Ro F re Agency's Hollywood rep.« Tommy Carlyn (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Final week ive Carlya 
Toot Toot Tootsie—t“Jolson Sings Again”............+++0+-. avC Satchmo opens Pacific 7 Pre-holiday low 6,000 admissions. 
Way Back Home io ooo 5 Smt ewe D+ MOO Se 0 EHO GRE FER SER . skein with two weeks at New Or- ‘ . ' & i : ~ 
: P , , Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Dean Martin 
Winte Ganon SGT nd. cle: ademahidindadientaailil: Pave oaaee Suing re a _ > X. Lewis plus private Xmas parties caused jump to 4,000 tabs. 
finte EE Len cnocanes ches 00 0bebbnebebesobeceetes « r week, on/Jan. 11. . } \ : 
— ing ehin combo will play a jazz Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm). Final week couldn't top 6,800 
Second Group - , concert at Frisco's auditorium, for admissions. ; 
A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes—‘*“Cinderella”....... Disney which Armstrong will get $3,000 Freddie Nagel (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.-80c cover). Faring ns.g 
All I Want For Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth Witmark for night’s work, hence the low with 1.400 covers. 
Christmas Song ......... ee ar ae ee Morris demand on nitery engagement, lta aie 
eT ee ree ere Johnstone-Montei 4. operators of Swing Club will (Los Angeles) 
BEE O TIGRE .cccccvccccccceesccvceeescveevecceerscesens Morris promote the latter session. Out Harry Owens-Leighton Noble (Aragon, Santa Monica). Fifteenth 
> +--+ fMimmapober -s2nrceserceercessssetedossece ss ees Valando of his concert-coin Armstrong 18 weekend for Owens; fifth week for Noble; about 4,900 admissions 
Envy Paps) ERGp o NARS eRe Heyes) + bed ¢ee"s on enerseten Encore hiring Kid Ory’s Hollywood Dixie“ Warry James (Pailadium B., Hollywood). Fourth week, okay 8,180 
Happy Valley ee ee ee ee eT eee ree Sanson combo to go north and spell him ofan, 
I've Got a Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts tee eeeee » a on the bandstand. Satchmo will ee ee - ~ 
I Want To Wish You a Merry Christmas -+eeee-- BOPUDNC pay Ory’s bunch $750, plus round- 
I Want You to Want Me—?“Oh You Beautiful Doll”........ Mills trip fares. . 
i er , ~~ ; — On Jan. 13, during Frisco stand, LOESSER PAR MUTUALLY Glaser to Coast - 
a Ol eee oe t eee eh) oe aurel Armstrong will tape an airshow Joe Glaser leaves New York for 
Merry Christmas Polka ........ccccsscccsscccccscsces > —. with ry _ play = END 2-PIX COMMITMENT Hollywood tomorrow (Thursday? 
RE. 6 enna de iink aed eile sb enechaeneek ees ' ampbel! weeks at Flamingo. Las Vegas, a Frank Loesser’s commitment ' holiday. He'll spend 
we RR Oe eke ar iiteme | i enene por Some. jith Paramount to do two more the time with. his” author “whe 
Some Enchanted Evening—**South Pacific” ........... Williamson After that stand. crew comes W! aramou @ te the Const 4 ace 
Souvenir soon Beacon here and installs name-policy in films has been cancelled by mutual > o “ hn 1? 6 
TD .... ; 1 is wrtuvecceseeceeqspetewss Al Gallico bands at Bal Tabarin, southside | agreement. Composer is now east ° Macey 80. . 
You're All I Want For Christmas ................0e00055: Porgie nitery in suburban Gardena, where Glaser, of course, will aiso get 





newed with the Gale Agency for 
a term somewhat less than three 
years. Reports-had been around 
that Jacquet was switching to an- 
other office during the time that 
negotiations were in progress. 


Tim Gale, agency's president, 
completed the deal. 


Variety, Dec. 14, 1949 





|Prefer Blondes,” with the show’s 
| cast. Monday and Tuesday in New 
| York. Recording covered four 
three-hour sessions, two each day, 
morning and afternoon, and CRC 
‘will have the albums on the mar- 
ket within a couple weeks. 


All of CRC’s artists and reper- 
|toire execs, Goddard Leiberson, 


| Same Sachs and Hugo Winter- 


halter, ran the sessions on Broad- 


‘way’s latest musical smash. 
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N. Y. East Side House Taking Fling 
With Two-a-Day Vaude Policy 


New Lin oh 2 —_ J Ld two- 
“ vaudeville in some 
oan en on New York's lower 
east side when Eddie | Gould 
preems “Holiday in Paris” at the 
Fourth Street Playhouse starting 
Monday (26). Gould, a former 
operator of summer stock theatres, 
has signed a cast which includes 
Smith and Dale, Lew Hearn, Dick | 
Buckley, Lavernes, Three Irelands, 
Countess Carina Paves, a line and 
others. Scale will range from 50c 
and go to $2 top Saturday eve- | 


nings. 

Gould orginally planned a per- | 
manent legit stock company, but 
felt it couldn't be profitable under 
present conditions. He turned to 
the vaude idea and auditioned 
members of a traveling cafe unit, 
“Vogues,” which folded sometime | 
ago in Pittsburgh and stranded | 
some of the performers. He hired | 








nas 





} 





DONALD | 





Currently 3rd Week 


PARK AVE. LOUNGE 


MIAMI BEACH 
“Marimbe Genius.” 

—Nick Kenny, N. Y. Daily Mirror. 
“Sensational.” 

—Don D'Amico, Montreal-Matin. 
“Comic-musician with impressions 
proves Godfrey knows his pickins’." 

—Arnold Fine. Wash. Daily News. 

Management: GEORGE A. LIBEY 
1650 Broadway, New York, WN. Y. 








'bit and Hearn 


some members of the cast and 
chorus and bought several tunes 
from composer-producer of that 
unit, Donald Heywood. Sale has 
been contested by those who had 
a financial interest in the unit and 
matter is currently being straight- 
ened out by American Guild of 
Variety Artists. Gould claims his 
relations with Heywood is that of 
a producer and songwriter and 
he’s paying for the use of the 
tunes only, plus salaries of the per- 
formers he hired from the unit. 
He declares he's not responsible 
for the previous indebtedness of 
“Vogues.” 

Format will be acts. production 
numbers and skits with Smith and 
Dale doing their “Dr. Kronkhite” 
his “Belt in the 
Back.” Marienne Christensen is 
doing the dances and Ted Eddy 
is staging. 


The Fourth Street Playhouse, 


| . 
formerly called the Public, at one- 


time housed Yiddish legit. 





DELMAR TO STAGE NEXT 
HUB L. QUARTER UNIT 


Harry Delmar is slated to pro- 
duce the next unit going into the 
Latin Quarter, Boston. The Del- 
mar package will follow two shows 
staged by Max Liebman, who last 
seasen produced the “Broadway 
Admiral Revue” on video. 

Ed Meister. LQ boniface, is cur- 
rently planning a permanent unit 
policy. Business has been espe- 
cially strong at this Hub pub since 
units were introduced nearly two 
months ago. The production pol- 
icy, which runs cheaper than a 
show with names and line, is also 
regarded as a different type of en- 
tertainment for this part of the 
country. 

Delmar, who produced the series 
of “Revels” popular in the 1920's, 
also staged “Follow the Girls” and 
during the early part of the late 


war was booking head of USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc. 
Billy Vine. Dior Dancers into 


Copa City, Miami Beach, Dec. 29. 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS TO ALL MY FRIENDS 


. . “Im the novelty department .. 
Sviophone His numbers ride the w 
“Warsaw Concerto.” He provides both nice 
George Bourke, Miami Herald, Dec. 15, 


Presenting "A SYMPHONY ON WOOD" 


Just Completed, OLYMPIA THEATRE, Miami 


Personal Management: GREENWALD end BERNARD 
1653 Broadway, New York 
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Joey Adams, Juanita Hall 
Sign Pacts With MCA 


Joey Adams, Mark Plant and 
iTony Canzoneri have signed an 
‘agency pact with Music Corp. of 
|America. They'll continue to be 
| personally managed by Leo Cohn, 
who has been handling them for 
‘the past 10 years. MCA last week 
also signed Juanita Hall, of the 


“South Pacific” cast, currently dou- | 
at the Shelburne Lounge, | 
N. Y., and comedienne Kay Bal- 


' bling 


lard. 


Cohn, meanwhile, has signed 
Gene Baylos to an agency contract. 


AGVA Compromises On 
Partial Dues Plan For 
Walters’ Havana Line 


Question of whether the chorus 
girls to be used in the Lou Walters’ 
production going into the Blan- 


quita theatre. Havana, this week 
were to join the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, was settled 
early this week with AGVA’s ac- 
ceptance of partial payment dues 
plan for the line. It was originally 
felt by Walters that since most of 
the girls in that show already be- 
longed to Actors Equity and since 
the show was playing under Equity 
conditions with one show nightiy, 
girls should be excused from 
AGVA membership, especially 
since the Cuban Actors Federation 
taxed each alien performer 5% 
of their salary. 

Plan for a partial payment had 
already been agreed upon before 





Walters planed to Cuba last week. | 


During his absence, an AGVA or- 
ganizer demanded full payment of 
dues, and chorus was consequently 
pulled. With Walters’ return Mon- 
day (19) union toppers agreed to 
revert to the partial payment plan 
when several in the chorus ob- 
jected to the union’s pulling the 
line. It was pointed out that a $27.- 
000 bond had been posted with a 
Havana bank and round-trip air 
transportation for the entire cast 
had been paid in advance. 





Singer, Tishman-Berger 
Settled in Arbitration 


The American Arbitration Assn. 
last week settled the dispute be- 
tween Johnny Singer and the Tish- 
man-Berger agency over the book- 
ings of the Arnauts. Arbitrator 
James Reilly awarded Singer 
$495.50 of the $609.50 claim pre- 
sented, while the TB office got all 


of the $323.25 claim pressed against 
} 


Singer. 

Dispute stemmed over a split- 
commission agreement on the Ar- 
nauts. Singer claimed all bookings 
that came in a certain period, while 
Tishman and Berger claimed that 
bookings made prior to the start of 
the agreement did not come under 
purview of the pact. 

Since the arbitration, the Ar- 
nauts have swung over to the Tish- 
man-Berger office entirely. 


4A’s to Settle AGVA, Equity Dispute 


| 





Dispute between Actors Equity 
and American Guild of Variety 
Artists over jurisdiction of legit- 
show condensations to be pre- 
sented at the Selwyn, theatre, 
N. Y., may be settled at a meeting 
of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, being held 
Friday (23). Brandt last 
signed with AGVA, but Equity has 
contested the jurisdiction on the 


ground that performers would be | 


better off under Equity conditions. 
A meeting on this issue was held 
Monday (19), but agreement 
couldn’t be reached. It was agreed, 
however, that whichever union 
wins the jurisdiction, performers 
would pay~dues only to their 
parent union. 

Agreement signed with AGVA 
calls for a $90 minimum for a 
maximum of 34 hours in six days. 
If playing a seventh day, scale 
would be $102. Two casts would 
have to be used for that scale. 
This pact is subject to review by 
the 4A’s at Friday’s meeting when 
decision will be made. 


The Equity scale would be in ex- 
cess of its $75 weekly minimum 


RKO WILL SET SHOWS 
AT ALHAMBRA, N.Y. 


The Alhambra theatre in the 
Harlem section of New York, is 
being readied by RKO circuit for 
stageshow presentations. House is 
expected to be ready within a 
month. Stage and dressing rooms 
are being remodeled. House was 
a regular vaude stand in the hey- 
day of variety. 

Policy for the Alhambra is still 
to be set. Whether the regular 
eight-act policy in effect at the 
Palace, N. Y., will be utilized or 
whether the circuit will use name 
Negro. or mixed attractions, is still 
to be determined. 

No matter what policy is decided 
upon, the Alhambra wil! offer 
competition to the nearby Apollo 
theatre, Negro vauder. 


week | 


On Control of Brandt's Legit Tabs 


|in New York even if two scales 
iwere used. The Equity scale 
; would be based on the fact that 
|regular performances of eight 
' shows weekly maximum are in the 
|usual basic agreement. Since the 
| Selwyn condensations run some- 
|'what less than an hour, a little 
|more than twice as many shows 
| would be permitted for each cast. 
Two casts would bring up the num- 
ber to 34. 

On the number of performances, 
eaci union is in agreement, but 
Equity feels that since producer 
George Brandt’s experiment at the 
Selwyn may have far reaching ef- 
fect on legit’s union wants right to 
look at Brandt’s books at all times 
so that returns on future presenta- 
tions would be gauged. 





Carmen Miranda slated for the 
Chicago theatre, Chicago, April 7. 


JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 














WM. H. KING 


Exclusive Management: 
2025 N. Argyle Ave. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 












































Successful 39 Weeks in 
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Have Pleasure in Extending Their Apprecia- 
tion to TOM ARNOLD, EMILE LITTLER and 
ROBERT NESBITT for a Very Pleasant and 


LATIN QUARTER 
LONDON CASING 


Opening at 


MONTE CARLO, Dec. 24 


Our Thanks to 
WILLIAM MORRIS 
New York 








ANDRE, ANDREE AND BONNIE 


“THE DANCING MANNEQUINS” 





KEN LATER—New York 








WE REGRET THAT OWING TO PREVIOUS 
COMMITMENTS WE WERE 
ACCEPT OFFER BY THE MANAGEMENT OF 


THE BACCARA 


THE NEWEST AND 
RITZIEST NITERY IN PARIS 
WHICH OPENS DEG. 9 


FOSTERS’ AGENCY 
London 











UNABLE TO 
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Atlantic City Set for Gala Holidays, Meta oe | Eekywoed Stars to Appear Adie — ser 
exico City, . 20. F 
Swank Hotel del Prado’s nitery, Ag rship 
' Versailles opened Thursday (15) In AGVA Benefit Show P 
pd ’ to very good biz. Spot is in Hollywood, Dec. 20. | After Nine Months 
I ew f S ap I om 0 charge of Javier Algara. Opening) Benefit for American Guild of | 
. floor show features Mischa Novy, , nd. set. Harry Adler and Nat Dunn are 
‘violinist: Dany Lamar, French Variety Artists’ insurance fund, se dicsoiving agency partaatehip Jan 
— ee egy A ssh Slher beeine ‘thrush, and Alba Mery, Chilean |for week of March 3 at the Guild 1" Duo merged solo agencies nine 
s This pesos Me wt >. > win one of the many lighting | comedienne. — theatre here, is beginning to as- months ago with Adler looking at- 
Santa Claus colors => = to prizes offered by the Boardwalk Three orchs, led a — sume the proportions of a collosal ter personalities, cafe and theatre r 
offer both —— nie hide Businessmen’s Association. Aceves Mejia, — arcia and | show. bookings, while Dunn concentrated 
more entertainment this holiday ‘Up and dows the long avenuss | “#!s Marques, sume. Those who have agreed to ap- on club dates. 
week than anytime since the wart in the 40-block business section pear include Dan Dailey, Gene Kel-| Parting is amicable. Adler, who 






The long boardwalk glows . ‘ P - ’ ' ie Hai Rudy | manages Myron Cohen and Gene 
ig r : strings eraen Christmas lighting and trees also ly, Bob Hope. Connie Haines, Rudy . 
py Be ys. yp Fm hone een nog New Caribe Hilton S Gala Vallee, Red Skelton, Danny — wg one ae J — = 
om ie 6h ae sien cadence aati Convention hall will hum with a ° ° as, Allan Jones, Frankie Laine, fices, w fe into 
Mecnicec 5 frontisz eid eoreis. By DICK JOSEPH iSpade Cooley, Three Stooges, Doris . : 
— — ——— : : ; \Day, Andy and Della Russell, Den- Great Lester’s Unit 
Sam Suse, errand ape jnis Day, Bob Crosby, Margaret The Great Lester is producing 
That booming explosion and \ dnergy Memmng Lyre ~~ ° "+s a one-hour show unit which will 
; ; : yth tidal wave which roiled the calm |Dinah Shore, Bo a, Jac ar- breem Christmas Day at the State 
The Popular Stylist of Latin Rh nant Caribbean waters over last week- |son and Mel Torme. theatre. Hartford. Layout follows 
end were not due to any atomic; Bing Crosby and Al Jolson both with the Academy theatre, Lynch- 
tests of the U. S. Navy. The rec- will go on if they are here dur- burg, Va., and will then go on a 































































































ord splash was caused by the spec- jing that week. So will Betty Hut- southern tour. 

tacular entrance into the resort |ton. Al Grossman is agenting. 

business of Conrad Hilton who ——E ; 

made headlines with his acquisi- | ———— 

tion of New York's Waldorf-As- | 

toria a few weeks ago and has been 
4 


making them steadily ever since. Th k yY e : 
His bright and shining Caribbean | an Ou: | 
AND HIS REVUE WITH Hilton hotel enuned in a fiesta at- | 


mosphere the like of which hasn't | : 


been seen on this American island ¥ 
of the West Indies since the days | 
of the Spanish Main, when pirates 


came in to bury their swag. drink ; 
loca! rum ond make life interesting 
for the natives. 


Six-and-a-half million Puerto ‘ ‘ 9 9 
Rican dollars and most of the 
island’s hopes of developing a 


tourist industry have gone into the 
hotel, built by the Puerto Rico In- 


«ee 


dustrial Development Co. and 


turned over to Hilton to run for 
two-thirds of his yearly profits, the 
rest to go to him tax-free. 


o Deal is a feature of the island's 
, “Operation Bootstrap,” in which it 
hopes to haul itself out of perma- 
nent economic slump by develop- _ 9.2 . : “ 
ing new industry with the help of | For—Bringing to the Latin Quarter, Boston, an ex 
mainland Yankee capital. Inter- | citing, new idea in cafe entertainment. 
dependence of tourist trade and | 

other industries is highlighted by | ro 

Hilton’s preem program—junket-|§| For—Establishing a record of 5 Weeks for one attrac- 
ing planeloads of insurance and | . . 

other financial top brass (who might | tion in our room. 
become Puerto Rico investment- | ' 
minded) together with showpeople |] For,_Adding to our clientele customers who had 
and literati to glamorize and d 

cheesecake the party. _ — never been to a night club. ( 
Variety: “In the Latin-American vein the Ciro Rimac “ion Galt ene ay 

Revue (4) is a miniature show in itself, Rimac plus two | same as Connie Hilton’s—is finest {| For—Raising the standards of taste and creating the 


femmes and male dancer deliver topnotch exhibitions hotel in West Indies, ace-card in : 
of the samba and tango and hot Chile vocal numbers. Puerto Rico’s bid for a $25,000,000 | atmosphere of a theatre in our cafe. 


Vivid garb and intense performances send this act to | 2™2U4! tourtst business, and initial 
; a operation of Hilton International r—Phenomenal Receipts. 
a strong reception. Herm. company formed by GH to cover | Fo - Sees ~~ 


ae resort picture as com- | 

pletely domestic hotel biz with the 

South American Songs and Dances with the Rhythm That Thrills Plaza, Waldorf and Roosevelt in | 

An Original Sock Act for Theatres, Hotels, Clubs, Cafes and Television |New York; Stevens—world’s larg-_ Wel come 
est—in Chi; LA’s Town, etce., 

| throughout the country in biggest 


THANKS TO: Johnny Brown, Dave, Lepus Club, Pitts- | jot; bi 
burgh; Ted Lipsitz, Detroit; Sam Cleaver, “Esquire,” | °No y 4 ~~ ae 7 
Montreal; Casino, Toronto; Sax's Gatneau, Ottawa; Bert | ‘he lobby has none—but hotel 


Filion, Morocco; Valdor and Rouvn, Adams, El Patio; po ne oe oe | 


Schine 20th Century, Buffalo; Fox, St. Louis; Barcia Scouts to baccarat. 


Hotel, Toronto—MCA Harry Romm, Ginet and Welk; RK Governor Munoz Marin spoke, 99 
Theatres, Dan Friendly and Mr. Bines, Belle and Al Dow, - — _ ~ 2 — gave iT) ALL p RESS ED Uj 4 

“ ree-tiingere = 
Al Rickard, Roy Cooper, Wally Gluck and all the man- fi, hauled up the fles’ Paerto. 


agers and bookers who gave us a wonderful year. Rican and mainland VIPS applaud- | 


ed, there was an aquatic show in | 


the -_ Leo Carrillo m'ed open- 

ing show in the Carib hich 
SEASON’S GREETINGS featured Miguelito Valdes’ "Tea REVUE 
or Babalu” ic; F Lang- 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS crt, singing, Tony Sale 
Marco's ancing, and _ Alexis . » ° * 
| Smith, Don frneche, joa Hall, Just Opened With Every Indication cf Repeating 
Currently at Barclay Hotel, Toronto, Until 12-25-49 || Craig Stevens and Drew Mallory, the Smash Success of “CROSS COUNTRY” 
all telling how glad they were to ; 
be there. Jose Ferrer was the 


Bookings thru: MCA, GAC, W. Morris, Your Agent only theatrical personality there 
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ho didn’t make a speec MEl 
Or: CIRO RIMAC, 33 W. 63rd Street, New York City | cousin architected the place ED MEISTER 
Non - theatrical, non - speak- LEE FIELDS 
Phone: EN 2-7460 ing VIPS included Leon Hender- Latin Quarter, Boston 
’ 


son, Beardsley Rumi, Eddie Rick- 
| enbacker, David Rockefeller and 
‘ Howard Johnson. 
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JANUARY 18TH—ORPHEUM THEATRE, LOS ANGELES NEW YORK 
JANUARY 26TH—ORPHEUM THEATRE, OAKLAND, CAL. THANKS TO 


: Thanks to FRED ELSWIT and MORRIS S. SILVER jmiLES INGALLS 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY = @ «(203 NORTH WABASH AVE. 
oe | BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA CHICAGO, ILL. HOTEL ASTOR, N. Y. 
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Thanks: HARRY MAYER 


ind the entire STRAND THEATRE STAFF 
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Major Agcys. May Have to Slice 
Staffs Uniess Talent Sales Perk w:" sss" 


Talent agencies are becoming in-+ 


creasingly alarmed by the contin- 
ued rise in operational costs In an 
era when revenue is declining. Just 
what steps are to be taken ts 
still to be decided, but it’s evident 
that such costs will have to be 
pruned if they're to remain in-the 
black 

Major agencies are the hardest 
hit because of the decline in film 
and radio business and also the for- 
eign coin freeze. The downward 
trend of the band business is also 
a factor in slicing agency revenue 

In normal years ,the majors fig- 


ured that 5° of the acts salary 
represented the cost of doing busi- 
ness However, with increasing 


costs of operation, it’s figured that 
of every 10° earned from an act, 
about 7!2°: represents the cost of 
placement. The indies’ costs are 
somewhat iower. 

The figure goes upward as rev- 
enue declines. The majors recent- 
lv have started to sign every type 
of act. which has upped the cost 
of operation. In former years the 
bigger offices signed a $200 act 
only if it promised to develop into 
a high salaried star. At that they 
were reluctant to bother with low- 


earning turns because of the fact 


that they could get most of them 
after they had become stars 
The Wiiliam Morris agency was 
able to buy Jackie Miles for $5,000 
from Willie Weber; Music Corp 
of America bought Frank Sinatra 
(Continued on page 47) 


RUTH WALLIS 
Saucy Sophist Seng 


NOW APPEARING 
SANTA RITA HOTEL 
TUCSON, ARIZ. 



















Thomas, Martin, Miranda 
Set for London Dates 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
' Danny Thomas has been booked 
for four weeks at the London Pal- 
Tony 
\Martin will follow him. 





‘were charged by the Wickons, | 


| William Morris agency, which 


ss “111.3 made the bookings, has also set 
Weavers Reviving Hillbilly ‘Carmen Miranda for a late summer 


Act for Vaude Dates stand, after which she will play a 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. Parisian nitery date. 


Weaver Bros. and Elviry open at 


the Orpheum here Dec. 28. Turn | . 
has been in retirement from vaude | ro IC esorts 
for some years 


 WooU.S. Talent 


stuff added, were dusted off re- | 
Buying of talent in the tropical 


cently at a Long Beach date ait ine 

Strand 
| countries is booming to its biggest 
proportions since the height of the 


AGVA Demands 607, 
| big-talent operations of the Bra- 
U. S. Acts Must Be |zilian casinos a few years ago. 
. . Countries such as Cuba, Venezuela, 
Employed in Circuses Jamaica and Dominican Republic 
The American Guild of Variety are making strong bids for the 
Artists for the first time in history American tourist dollar with one 
has set a quota on foreign imports. of the heaviest lineups of U. S. 
A contract with the Pollack Bros. | acts in years. 
Circus inked last week, calls for a, Biggest talent outlays are taking 
maximum of 40% of talent to be Place in Havana, where the Blan- 
recruited from alien ranks. Other | quita theatre and cafes, namely 
60% must be U. S. performers.|the Tropicana, Montmartre and 
Except for this circus, there have | Sans Souci, are splurging with 
not been any restrictions on for- | American acts and bands. One 
eign acts. j}and two day plane excursions to 
It’s the second agreement reached Havana from Miami Beach, at spe- 
in the ovtaann. Aold.. and. ories is lal rates. are part of the tourist 
currently planning a drive to lure. And Cuban impresarios 
unionize that branch of show busi- | Seek fot only to attract Florida 
ness. For example, George A. | Vacationers but the usual Carib- 
Hamid reps have been conferring | 5€@m cruise trade. 
with AGVA for organization of the| The biggest attraction this sea- 
fields covered by the Hamid office, | 8°" is the display put on by Latin 
indoor circuses, fairs and carnivals. QU@rter operator Lou Walters, at 
Coincident with the signing of the Blanquita theatre. Cost of 
the contract, union also settled ‘hat show is estimated at $100.- 
three performer claims against the | 000, including transportation of 
circus. Abrogation of contracts | *h¢ large cast from New York. 
The Montmartre is installing a 
Milakovs and Hubert Castle. The | ®athryn Duffy line, Clark Bros., 
Wickon claim was settled for |2%¢ Vie and Adio, starting Dec. 
$3,000, Milakovs got $1,560 and 29. Other shows will follow. The 
circus was ordered to play Hubert | 5295 Souci has set the Tommy 


Castle on the outfit’s western tour. Dorsey band, and the Tropicana 
Woody Herman’s orch. 














LOEW'S 


THE. THEATRES 
OF THE STARS 
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160 W. 46th St. 


Highest coin this season for a 
U. S. single in the tropical zone 
has been offered to Ethel Smith, 
$3.250 weekly for a theatre and 
concert stand in Caracas. Vene- 
zuela. The McConkey agency. 
N. Y.. has been lining up theatre 
dates in that area, but no deals 
have been made as yet. 

From Kingston, Jamaica, Ste- 
phen Hill, a booker, has been 
| propositioning agencies to send 
_ acts there to play one show a night 
‘ay 6( On a “holiday” basis. Acts would 
a7 | get luxurious keep, but little or 
™ |no dough. Agencies aren't biting 
ee = as yet. 














MARCUS 





’ : ‘DeLyon Vamps Mocambo 
L Oo E W : | Date After Row With Op iexc reportedly get $15,000. While 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


| | 
BOOKING AGENCY > | After two appearances at the Mo- 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
, N.Y. C.- JUdson 2-2000 


* 
J. H. LUBIN manscte 
SIDNEY H. PIERMO 
. 


- |eambo, Leo DeLyon, comic, and 
—. ,Charlie Morrison, operator of the 
' |\Strip nitery, decided to call it a 
* |day. DeLyon beefed because he 
~ | couldn't do two shows each night 
and because Morrison wouldn't put 
a banner out in front advertising 
him as the attraction. 
| Morrison had booked DeLyon 
for a week after the comedian 
j | played the Orpheum vaude show 
here. Hassle involved GAC, De 
Lyon's agent, and deal was can- 
celled. 


BOCKING 
MANAGER 








Dinah Shore Shelling Out 176 to Play 
Wedgwood Room Date at $10,000 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. | transportation and daily expenses 
In order to play a four-week | of the other top-notchers on Oxy- 
engagement in N. Y.’s Waldorf-|dol pro including Margaret 
| Astoria’s Wedgwoed Room, start-| Whiting. Jack Smith, musical di- 
ing in mid-January, Dinah Shore | rector Frank DeVol, show's direc- 
is making an unusual financial | tor Bill Brennan and several other 
sacrifice. To earn around $10,000| key men. Each person moving to 
for the nitery stand, she is per-| N.Y. along with Miss Shore will 
sonally paying out about $17,000 be paid $20 per day for expenses, 
on costs of moving her current in addition to roundtrip first-class 
'airshow for Oxydol from local to, fares. 
Gotham origination. Additionally, Miss Shore is 
Miss Shore has agreed to pay saddling herself with quite a 
png —| salary sum for musicians. Local 
47 here has a rule whereby a com- 
mercial airshow, if it uses musik- 
ers for a full cycle, can get a 15‘ 


'Zahl Joining Up With 

| Fosters’ A enc ° Due | discount on salaries. In breaking 

| g y; | that cycle for Oxydol, Miss Shore, 
i ifti how NY's Loca 2 

| In N.Y. to Try Place Acts ti,isdiction: win ‘pay. the ‘agency 


London. Dec. 13. on the account, Dancer, Fitzgerald 

After several offers from major | © Sample, what loss the program's 
London agents, Hyman Zahl has budget will suffer in making the 
decided to join forces with the Change for four weeks. 
Fosters’ agency. Zahl, who sails Miss Shore, in losing money to 
for America Dec. 16 on the Ile| play the Waldorf, obviously is 
de France, will still operate from | doing so for prestige, to a degree 
his London office with Cyril Ber-| But, in admitting the facts on the 
lin in charge. Berlin will consult | matter here this week, the chirp 
Harry Foster and Leslie Macdon- | also stressed she wants to get into 
neli on any major activities that N. Y. during peak of mid-winter 
may crop up during Zahl’s ab- television programming. She wants 
sence to study it, and also hopes to 

Zahl has one of the best fists recoup some of ine coin Via LZuesI 
of all English agents of British ings on TV-web shows there. 
vaudeville names, headed by Nor- 
man Evans. Frank Randle, Issy 
Bonn, Albert Modley. Leon Cor- 
tez, Ronalde, Bill Kerr and prac- 
tically the monopoly of the Isle of 
Man, which ranks as second to @ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 ex. @ 
Blackpool in summer entertain- eruma.. aie 
ment All 35 files for 820 

Zahl takes with him an exten- | § SAS wiper ee Fe 
sive list of British vaude stars, | @ HUMOR-DOR FOK EMGEES 25 
which he will try to dispose of for | @ 3 BLACKOUT BKS., es. bk. 25 
America and Canada. The list in- 
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COMEVY MATERIAL 
For all branches of theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Shew-Biz Gag fle’ 


—eor all 3 diff. Vels. for 850 — 
e “HOW TO MASTER THE 


cludes the Logan family team, CEREMONIES” ° 
comprising father, mother, two — (eps) a or 
brothers and sister of Ella Logan, PAULA SMITH 

now doing a musical and singing 

act which is a sock in Scotland. 200 W. 54th St. Dept. v 


Arrangement is for one year, op- NEW YORK 19 

















erating from Jan. 1, 1950, with 
Zahl to use the William Morris of- 
fice while in New York 


RITZ BROS. UNIT SET 








EXCLUSIVE THEATRICAL HOTEL 


The 1% THE HEART 
oe EVERYTHING 





Smart 






FOR CHICAGO, CHI, JAN. 6 rent Ave 


Chicago theatre, after touch of 
success with the Danny Kaye one- 
-weeker this fall, will try again 
|with the Ritz Bros. Jan. 6 backed 
lby Milton Berle pic, “Always 
|\Leave Them Laughing.” Comics rc nn 
iwill package their own show, and 

YOU MUST VISIT 


RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


Alt. WItH 


50 ROOMS paivare natus 
© ATTRACTIVE LOW RATES ® 








lead house has been doing well on 
\the first week of two week bills, | whee 
second week usually drops away Coats, Luggege, Travel 
off. However. lack of film product —_ ed . 

would probably nix change to one- 
week bills. 
| Oriental, Essaness vaude house, 


Ss alSo MAKIN (he SMC 10 SLO, LL 
bills, and while it has played few 
ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, 


‘one-week attractions, however, on 
|the other hand, it has been stay- PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS 
‘ing away from the three-week sét- 1950 CATALOG FREE 
Selection of Comedy Materia! 


jups. which have slumped off Pe 6 ee 


plenty. 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
weed, Cal. 


ya booked inte the CRt- eet og on41 
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Just Returned from 





Rolls who has a sensationally 


ROLLY ROLLS—’The Mocambo 





SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM : 


ROLLY ROLLS 


Broke All Records in Sydney (Celebrity Club) 
Booked at the MOCAMBO in HOLLYWOOD 2 Days After Returning to America 


- WHAT THE CRITICS SAY— 
ROLLY ROLLS—“A full house at Mocambo applauded witty French pianist Rolly 





Smash 5 Months Tour of Australia 





different act . . . he could have played for hours.’’ 
—Harry Crocker, L. A. Examiner. 


gang went crazy for his boogie.” 
—Florabel Muir, Mirror. 








Direction: M.C.A. 
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Atlanta Boniface Held 
On Arson Charges 
Atlanta. Dec. 29. 


Andy George, operator of Fla- 
mingo Room in Peachtree Manor 
hotel, was indicted last week by 
Fulton County Grand Jury on a 
charge of arson. 

True bill resulted from two fires 
that occurred in Flamingo Room, 
after which George was arrested 
by city police and a warrant charg- 
ing him with arson was sworn out 
against him in Fulton Civil Court. 




















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 
SHOREHAM HOTEL 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

















VIVIENNE ALLEN 




















IT’S NOT A LOSS!» 
) Your beaded or spangled garments 


{can be repaired. Beads matched per- 
| fectly, quick—satisfactory service. 


{ COLONY NOVELTY | 
(62 W. 38th St, N. ¥. Wis. 7-6396 | 
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JACK DENTON 
World's Lousiest Disk Jockey 


S6TH WEEK! 
THE PENTHOUSE 


LO8 ANGELES 











Midwest Vaude Dates 











Chicago, Dec. 20. 
Ames headlines 





| Sioux City, Towa, Dec. 30. . 


|30... Joey Bishop set for three 
| weeks at Nicollet hotel, Minneap- 


at Carousel, Pittsburgh, Ginger 
Kinney, goes to Las Vegas, and 
| then opens at the Orpheum, L. A 
| for week, Jan. 18, followed by week 
at Orpheum, Oakland, Cal. 

Step Bros. to Copa City, Miami 
Beach, Jan. 27 for three weeks 

. Lenni Lynn set for Bellrive 

hotel, Kansas City, Jan. 13 . 
Willie Shore, in for week at Es- 
quire Club, Wichita, Dec. 17, 
picked up two more weeks there 
.. . Jackie Heller heads the bill at 
the Vine Gardens, Jan. 27... 
Boyle Woolfolk planes out to Coast 
to line up shows for Fox,.St. Louis 
. . . Oriental bill for Dec. 29 has 
Peggy Ryan & Ray McDonald, 
Four Steps, and Jack Leonard .. . 
First complete revue for Orpheum, 
Kansas City, Jan. 6 consists of 
Three Suns, Penny Singleton, Ross 
Wyse Jr. and Peggy Wemack, Four 
Evans, and Billy Reyes. 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 20. 

Work continues on the construc- 
tion of the Memoria! Fountain and 
Shelter at the William Morris Me- 
morial Park here. The Fountain 
is being erected by the local di- 
rectors of the Saranac Lake Nurs- 
ery, founded by the late William 
Morris in 1919. 

Mark Wilson who took a year to 





beat the infirmary routine, now 
upped with all privileges 
Harry Martin, former alumnus, 


stopped off to mitt the gang while 
enroute to Montreal. 

Henrietta Allan, of the Legendre 
theatre circuit of South Carolina, 
ended her three-month ‘observation 
;period by taking the _ Frenic 
“Nerve” operation. She is resting 
comfortably and showing nice prog- 
ress. 

Karl Kilroy, orchestra leader 
and Ted Gebo, former comic, in to 
visit Margie Regan, who is show- 
ing nice progress. 
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745 Medison Avenue 
New York 








FIFI D'ORSAY 


—Just Broke All Records at 
® MONTE CARLO, PITTSBURGH 
—Now Playing Return Engagement 


® CHEZ GERARD, QUEBEC 


Opening Jan. 2 
FOR 2 WEEKS 


® CHEZ MAURICE, MONTREAL, CAN. 


P. S.: All critics are raving about the new FIFiI— 
her material, gowns and presentation. 


EXCLUSIVE MGT. 
MAY JOHNSON COMPANY, INC. 





| FIFLIS BACK 
# DOING BIGGER 
AND BETTER 
Than Ever 
Before! 





Mt. Roya! Hotel 
Moatreal 








| outdoors again with a 10-day stand 
|at the Florida State Fair, Tampa, 
J the Starting Feb. 1. 
Ciro’s show Dec. 30 .. . Rand & Operator of the Royal American | Note 
_Raymend into the Flame Room, | — for og Miss Lee worked | Frances Faye and the Nani Rodri- 
. last summer, ked h | 

Ey Gan tad er ts Cte, Bae: bene er on this | Buez ao band will head the 
pettiss Lee's husband, artist Julio Dreem, Snow. 
: e 
olis, Dec. 27 .. . After current stint | his 


Gypsy on the Midway 


Gypsy Rose Lee is taking to the 


Carl Sedimayr. ‘last week, 


Artists Galleries, N. Y., late in ‘rant. 


| January. 


a Beachcomber, Mia 
play Copa City instead. 





Lind Bros. originally slated for 


| Blue Note. 


Blue Note Preeming With 
Frances Faye, Rodriguez 


The Thamar, N. Y., which closed 


tomorrow 


paintings for the third straight | centage deal. 
year at the Associated 





will reopen as the Blue 
(Thurs.) night. 


Spot is located on! hoo 
American | the former site of Bradley's restau- | 


More Than $1,000,000 


Bid for Carroll’s, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Warwick Industries, Inc., headed 


by Jack M. Stein, submitted a bid 
‘of $1,050,000 in Superior court for 
possession of the Earl Carroll the- 
Miss Faye is re- atre-restaurant. Bid calls for the 


g0, meanwhile, will exhibit Prtedly in on a guarantee and per- Payment of $100,000 the first year, 


00,000 the second year and $150.- 
annually until the purchase 


price is covered. Court was in- 


iformed that beirs to the estate 


Tony Colucci, who operated Don have agreed to the sale. 
Julio's, N. Y., and other Greenwich di 
mi Beach, wiij | Village niteries, will manage the', 


Idea is to produce shows under 
rection of Gene Mann, who had 
successful summer as producer 


of the Greek Theatre. 
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Billboard. Dec. 17th 


Cotillion Room, Hotel Pierre, New York 

The Lunds, doing their first Stem date, 
showed a fresh youthfulness and an original- 
ity that made them outstanding. The boy, 
«a handsome lad, wore the conventional 
dancer's costume; the girl, pretty and charm- 
ing, wore a white ballerina skirt and her 
hair loose like a teen-ager rather than the 
usual sleek hairdo. Tho the couple showed 
some remarkable lifts, it wasn't that which 
sold them so well as it was their slow grace, 
their on-the-button precision, their highly 
imaginative routine and a “like-me” quality 
that projected with super-plus values. Both 
kids apparently have had ballet training 
and know stagecraft; their routines showed 
it. Their equal facility in routines that 
switched from the conventional to the highly 
imaginative was a thrilling revelation, 
Based on their showing here, they can work 
any spot in the country, or anybody's TV or 
musical, and be the same smash they are 
here in the Cetillion Room, 

eauesene Bill Smith. 


Variety, Dec. 14th 


ALAN & BLANCHE LUND 
Dances 

10 Mins. 

Cotillion Room, N. Y. 

These youngsters are from Canada. The 
Hotel Pierre booking marks their first Amer- 
ican date and they should do all right in 
other Yank spots, 

They're an appealing and personable pair 
with a fetching repertoire that runs the 
gamut from “Holiday for Strings.” a waltz, 
“country style,” Brahms Lullaby, and a Gay 
‘90s topper-offer. 

Despite their youth they have been promi- 
nent in Canadian and London patriotic and 
professional shows during the war years and 
since. They're a fetching item for most 
class spots, and of course fer the usual TV 
channels on the metropolitan video shows 


Abel. 





The New York Sun, Dec. 15th 
By VIRGINIA FORBES 


The dancing Lunds, a Canadian duo mak- 
ing their debut in this country. impressed 
us as ideal running mates for Miss HBenzell 
in the Pierre's new show. They have both 
youth and beauty, and they have been danc- 
ing together since their teens, an invaluable 
experience that reflects in their perfect ac- 
cord as they flash across the floor In ad- 
dition, they have some new stunts, really 
new ones, and their final number is a cute 
trick indeed. quuenae 

Gotham Guide, Dec. 17th 
By GEAN ORLIN 


Sharing the spotlight are two refreshing 
Canadian youngsters, Alan and Blanche 
Lund who've only danced before 7 crowned 
heads in Europe! These kids, combining 
tricky ballet with musical comedy reutines, 
are obviously in love with their work, and 
each other and before theyre on too long, 
you are too! They're delightful and seems 
to us they pretty nearly stopped the show 
en more than one occasion! 
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CANADA'S 
MOST 
EXCITING 
DANCERS 


ALAN an BLANCH 


LUND 





The Dance Team That Thrilled European 
Audiences and Royalty Are Now Thrilling 
American Audiences on Their Debut at the 


COTILL 


ON ROOM 


HOTEL PIERRE 
NEW YORK 


(Option picked up 


for 6 additional weeks 


after first show stopping performance) 





MAYFLOWER 





OPENING 


PALMER HOUSE, Chicago— 
March 2 (8 Weeks) 


ton, D. C.—May 1 (4 Weeks) 





HOTEL, Washing- 








Exclusive 


MAY JOHNSON CO., INC. 


745 Sth Ave. 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Management: 


Mt. R Hotel | 
entra’ Cuunée | 
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46 NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS a 
| 
the next four socking over Flaminge 

Room. N.Y. the jazzophile trade with « long Ramona Hm., Las Vegas 
Wedgwood pra towte and solid lineup for its opening (HOTEL LAST FRONTIER) . o— - — r fe With gun — Las Vegas 
“Stenporet Phelan Liberace Emil ~ Dy — oa yp anne ceed hil S ae Vegas, a , Fae doree 88"ing and the Kings and Las Vegas. Dec. 16 

n, ' should gain plenty o | Phi ny and “Hour of nse t Blair & Blackbu >i 
Coleman Orch; Mischa Borr Orch; to, weeks to come. Charm” All-Girl Orch and Choir Tieir Ladies, a dance ensemble ae ‘Abbott Dancers hat 


$2 cover after 10. 





As cafe shows go for this time 
of the year, the current Wedgwood 
Room layout is fairly pleasant di- 
vertisSement. Margaret Phelan, 
songstress, essaying .her most im- 
portant engagement to date. and 
Liberace, the rsonality pianist, 
comprise the layout, along with 
Emil Coleman’s orch and Mischa 
Borr for the Latin rhythms. 

Miss Phelan scored with the 
opening-nighters. She still requires 
a wiser choice of numbers. and a 
need for better pacing, but with 
her attractive looks and _ neat 
grooming she makes a sturdy, if 
not sock, impression. 

She has a legit contralto voice, 


and lets loose with it on occasion, 
as in the Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein medley, but when it comes 


to a personality lyric, she doesn't 
suggest enough experience to click 
as strongly as she does with the 
straight pops. But she is obviously 
being groomed by MCA, and 
should continue to improve under 
its guidance. 

Liberace, who is more and more 
getting to be known as a “male 
Hildegarde” (the way he has 


taken to his lighting), is really 
tossing the cornball stuff at the 
customers, with that prop smile 


and the talk. But he makes ‘em 
listen. So who’s to judge? And 
the Waldorf is still great for the 


corn. He goes through the classics, 
the pops and the musicomedy num- 
bers with neat dispatch, but he 
could cut down on some of that 
verbosity in introing his numbers. 
Emil Coleman still manages to 
pace a show, from the podium, as 
few can in the niteries. And Mischa 
Borr does a neat job on the Latin 
rhythms. Kahn. 


Kitty Davis’. Miami 
Miami Beach, Dec. 18. 
Sam Levenson, Bella Smaro, 
Kenny Davis, Barry Gray, Johnny 
Siivers Orch; minimum $1.50-$2.50. 





If the packed room here opening 
night is any criterion, Sam Leven- 
son, the school teacher turned 
character yarn spinner, has arrived 
as a top draw on the cafe circuit. 

Judging from the ovation re- 
ceived on walkon, he seems to have 
built quite a following, via the club 
dates he worked in New York. his 
video appearances and his book, 
“Meet the Folks.” 


Levenson’'s stuff is of simple and 
homey style. His approach is to 
nostalgic remembrance of East 
Side parents and the bringing up 
of the children in contrast to pres- 
ent-day psychological methods. It 
builds a steady series of howls. 


Overall, his 50-minute stint runs 
smoothly and swiftly, thanks to an 
innocuous manner, a trick of 
laughing at himself in the milder 
phases of his stories and an inher- 
ent sense of timing. Whether he'll 
build as well with the types who 
are not too familiar with the East 
Side picture remains to be seen. 
But the considerable group in this 
area who do, figure to keep the club 
filled via word-of-mouth. 


Supporting show is mild. There’s 
Bella Smaro, handsomely costumed 
acro-dancer, who sets up standard 
flips and spins and winds with a 
tambourine number. Kenny Davis 
holds over as emcee and with the 
same group of songs he's been do- 
ing for some weeks now. Johnny 
Silver oreh backgrounds in top 
manner. 


Parry Gray holds over between 
shows with his two hour airer, and 
now that the celebs are in town is 
holding his listeners ‘via inter- 
views with Milton Berle, and Billy 
DeWolfe), controversial chatter on 
local and national matters and the 
giveaway gimmick during the quiz 


period. Lary. 
Birdland. N.Y. 
Oran “Hot Lips” Page. Max 
Kaminsky Dizielanders (6). Les- 


ter Young, Charlie Parker Quintet, 
Stan Getz, Harry Belafonte, Len- 
nie Tristano Sextet: $2 minimum, 
98c. general admission. 





After a couple of months’ delay. 
Birdland has opened as Broatd- 
way’s newest jazzery on the site 
of the former Ebony club. Re- 
furbished into an attractive but 
conventionally designed nitery, 
Birdland is operating more or less 
on the same basis as Bop City, 
down the street, with a standard 
section at a $2 minimum for the 
better heeled patrons and a 98c. 


bleacher section for the less flush | 


aficianados. 


Whether this club can click com- 
mercially will depend entirely on 
Broadway's capacity to support two 
major jazz dispensaries. Birdland, 
operated by group of owners head- 


powerful bid to lure a'Sdethedt bt 


the lines of a 
jazz cavaleade har back to the 
1920s. this is a two-hour musical 
layout ranging from the Dixieland 
to the bop idioms. The customers 
pays their money and takes their 
choice from the best practitioners 
in the various styles. It’s an okay 
melange, however, with most of 
the payees receptive to all the jazz 
patterns. 

In the Dixieland vein, the Max 
Kaminsky sextet slams home that 
four-to-the-bar beat with terrific 
verve. This combo is standout in 
every department, with Kaminsky 
on a superlative horn; Munn Ware 
on a tricky trombone; Sol Yaged 
on a lucidly inventive clarinet; 
George Wettling on drums: Dick 
Hyman on the keyboard and Irving 
Lang on bass. 


After a terrific attack on such 
old-time numbers as “Royal Gar- 
den Blues” and “Muskrat Ramble.” 
the Kaminsky crew is reinforced 
by the trumpeting and vocalizing 
of “Hot Lips” Page who's doubling 
as the Apollo headliner this week. 
Page is a topflight performer in 
the New Orleans tradition, shout- 
ing his vocals with gravel-toned 
pipes and jamming with his driv- 
ing horn together with Kaminsky 
crew. There’s lots of life still left 
in Dixieland. 

In the modernistic bop style, 
the Charlie Parker quintet tops the 
field. “Yard Bird’’ Parker, with 
Red Rodney on trumpet, dishes up 
the unique musical curleycues with 
a highly palatable dressing. Other 
fine jazz men in this impressive 
layout include Lester Young and 
Stan Getz, the former being one 


Formatted alo 


of the sax torchbearers of the 
swing era. 
On voeals, Harry Belafonte is 


okay, if not particularly standout, 
on a brace of romantic ballads. 
The Lennie Tristano instrumental 
sextet rounds out the program with 
some boppified jazz. Bill Williams, 
a New Jersey disk jockey, furnish- 
es some brief historical chatter be- 
tween the various combos who suc- 
ceed each other in a continuous 
chain. 

It’s obvious that this spot has 
a big nut to crack on its opening 
show due to the large number of 
musicians. Future layouts will un- 
doubtedly be trimmed down to 
more normal proportions, but it 
remains to be seen whether there 
are enough name jazz combos to 
carry this spot against the com- 
petitive Bop City. Herm. 


Leon & Eddie's. N. Y. 

Eddie Davis, Myror Cohen, Fay 
Carroll, Lyda & Yanni, Frank Stev- 
ens, Lynn Gately, Three Hollywood 
Beauties, Art Warner's Orch; $2.50, 
$4 minimums. 





Myron Cohen’s return to Leon & 


Eddie's at this time is being made 
as a gesture to the boniface ‘ Eddie 
Davis) who helped 
silk salesman launch a profitable 
showbusiness career. It was a se- 
ries of guest-nights at Leon & Ed- 
die’s that brought him to the atten- 
tion of the trade as probably the 
best delineator of the cloak-and- 
suiters. He played a recent date 
at this spot when Davis went on 
vacation. His return here will un- 


doubtedly help spot capture a 
healthy portion of the holiday 
trade. 

With Davis and Cohen in 


the show it’s probably the strong- 
est and longest display ever seen 
on this floor. Cohen does a sock 
25-minute session of dialect stories, 
some of which were recent addi- 
tions to his repertoire. He has 2 
polished delivery, a strong projec- 
tion and an ingratiating manner 
with the mob. He bowed off when 
the crowd could have used more of 
this brand of humor. 


Boniface Davis similarly shares 
comedic honors. There's still not 
a boniface around that can ingra- 
tiate himself from the floor as well 
as Davis. It’s an act that hardened 
Broadwayites and tourists always 
find delight in no matter how many 
times they’ve heard it, and he’s 
still the perennial attraction here 
no matter who’s on the show with 
him. 

As for the rest of the layout, 
there’s a note of novelty and fresh- 
ness. There's a session of rowdy, 
low comedy with the Three Holly- 
wood Beauties, a line of beef-trust- 
ers, who prance around with ele- 
phantine grace and a great deal of 
vigor. Their highlight is the 
_Bumps-a-Daisy closer, which is a 
howler throughout. 

The other acts on the bill com- 
prise the excellent ballet work of 
Lyda and Yanni, who came over 
originally with Edith Piaf and who 
have worked for long runs at this 
|spot; dancer Lynn Gately and 
‘singers Fay Carroll and Frank 


» 
4 


Stevens, all under New Are. 
zz ' 





the former | 


(25), with Evelyn, Jeanette, Gloria, | 
Viola, Marillyn, Louise and Jeanne; | 
$2.50 minizaum. 





Any misgivings Phil Spitainy 
might have had about playing 
niteries have been dispelled. The 


maestro and his Evelyn-topped | 
troupe are on the sensational side 
for the better boites, as attested by 
the mob that packed the Last Fron- 
tier showcase for the teeoff of this 
two-week, two-a-night “tryout” and 
sat enthralled by the speedily 
paced package unwrapped by the 
smart showman. Clink of cutlery 
and dishes during their boffo act 
was the only unfamiliar factor 
where the talented crew was con- 
cerned; otherwise they were right, 
at home killing the people. same 
as they’ve been doing for years in 
radio, vaude, concerts and films. 
It'll be no news to anyone that 
the aggregation can also come up 
with elegant betweeen-shows dan- 
sapation to match the beautiful 
new Ka n Kuhn gowns worn by 
the gals. e beat was solid, the bis- 
troites loved it, and Spitalny, Eve- 
lyn and the whole bunch experi- 
enced a new kind of thrill in be- 
ing ganged up by dancing couples. ' 
Quite a sight, this. | 
Viewing the jamup of 500 who 
buiged his 425-seater, hotel owner 
W. J. Moore was the only unhappy 
onlooker. Sad, he said, because 
the booking is for two weeks only. 
They're due back in New York for 
concert dates, hence the quickie 
stand here. 
For the occasion, Frontier man- 
agement festconed the room with 
poinsettias and other Yuletide or- 
namentation. The stage was flanked 
by Christmas trees. The lighting 
‘as something to make Anna (Hil- 
egarde) Sosenko envious. The 
first show lasted 95 minutes. H 
won't be cut, and it shouldn't be. 
The crew had ’em in their palms 
from the _ kickoff, sole sign of 
“nightclubbishness” by the ring- 
siders being a single “Wahoo!” 
from an exuberant fan during 
Louise’s sock 88ing of “Bumble 


which reminds of Jack Cole's 
group, the current bill rounds out 
as okay for the holiday period. 

Sportsmen open with r amus- 
ing Lucky Strike commercial sa- 
tire and sweep through “Stout 
Hearted Men.” “Adobe Hacienda,” 
“The Show Must Go On,” a mediey 
of “South Pacific” tunes, “Calypso 
Bob” and a terrific “Tear Bucket 
Joe.” This last is an amusing sa- 
tire on a lugubrious swain moan- 
ing over a lost love and was writ- 
ten by Leo McCarey, the film di- 
rector. Quartet has expert tim- 
ing and a fine underscoring which 
earns them plenty of applause. 

Dancers open with a subtle imi- 
tation of Jack Cole. Except for a 
tongue-in-cheek quality the number 
might have been copied from Cole. 
This is followed by an Apache rou- 
tine, with the six girls vying pret- 
tily for the favors of the one male. 
Femmes are all lookers, with nifty 
costuming. 

Henderson does a sharp “Slaugh- 
ter on Tenth Avenue” at the piano, 
with spectacular brass backing 
from the band. He also emcees 
and plays pleasantly for on 

ag. 


Baceara, Paris 
Paris, Dec. 10. 





Capella & Patricia, George | 
Prentiss, Costello Twins, Baccara 
Jockeys (4), Adorables (8), Ber-| 


nard Hilda Orch (14) with Jane 
Morgan, the Baccara Tango Band 
(8); no cover. 


The Baccara night club after) 
closing th:°e weeks for alterations | 
has reopened. Built on the site of | 
the former Tyrol Club in the upper | 
Champs Elysees, a subdued atmos-| 
phere has been created compelling | 
attention to focus on the show. The | 
seats farthest from the ring have | 
been raised so that a good view | 
can be obtained from every loca- | 
tion. 

New show opens with three 
stooges who clown with Bernard} 
Hilda before he starts singing with 





Clifford Orch (11), with Marion 
Marshall; $2.50 minimum. 





This date is next-to-closing for 
Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
Twins. They open at Ciro’s in Hol- 
lywood Jan. 6, after which the 
femme third of the layout moves 
into the Mary Martin role in the 
road company of “South Pacific” 
and Vivian Blaine takes up with 
the twirs. Hollywood, as has no 
doubt been noted heretofore. has 
an eye-opener in store for it in 


this two-guys-and-a-gal turn. and 
that statement is concurred in by 
Ciro’s boniface, Herman Hover. 
who planed up this weekend to 
catch his ex-customer’s act. 


Show is smartly geared for this 
type of room. Running an hour. 
it's sandwiched by the Merrie! Ab- 
bott chorines in a graceful “Pink 
and Black Ballet” opener, and the 
violently acrobatic “Cancan Parisi- 
enne” curtain number. In between, 
headliners provide one of the fast- 
est, funniest 45 minutes in the 
business. 

Miss Blair is kept under wraps. 
wisely. while the Blackburns do 
their sock “Reminds Me of You.” 
“Three Little Words” and mirror 
tune-and-tap routines. On solo for 
“Them There Eyes” and “Love 


For Sale,” Miss Blair demonstrates 
| remarkable finesse in selling songs 
and throwing away lines for one 


sa new ta the, vaude and nitery 
circuits. 

It’s all Blair and the Twins from 
here on in, in their deftly routined 
and chorded versions of “Fine Ro 
mance.” “Cold Outside.” “Double 
Blues.” “Our Fathers Played the 


Palace” (complete with buck and 
wing), and “Once in Love with 
Janet.” Marion Marshall provides 


the vocals. with Bill Clifford's fine 
show-and-dance backstoppers. dur- 


ing the customers’ terp a. 
ike. 


Cire’s Hollywood 
Hollywood, Dec. 13. 


Doris Drew, Frank Fontaive, 


Boogie.” Jane Morgan. Then come a line | Garwood Van Orch (8), The Brazil 
Eye-opening initialler in the of eight personable girls called | jans, with Carioca & Russo (5): $3 
lineup of 12 production numbers “Les Adorables,” who do their | »,jnimum. 


spots choir in Christmas corals, 
with Jeanette trumpet soloing dra- 


stuff and appear several times in 
the show. After that Capella and 





Delicate loveliness and good 


matically in “Adeste Fideles.” Ork Patricia score heavily, followed by | stout pipes are Doris Drew's chief 


kills ’em with “Sabre Dance.” Glo- 
ria sings a “Merry Widow” 
“South Pacific” olio. Jeanette, 


again, for a solid session of triple- 
tonguing. A brass quintet (three 
trumpets, two trams). on “My Old 
Kentucky Home.” Viola, drum- 
mer, and Marillyn, flutist. paired 
for a Latune, and then joined by 
the ork for a powerhouse jive sunt 
ber. Mike. 





Flame Room. Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 
Larry Adler, Jerry Glidden 
Orch (8); $2.50 minimum. 





This plus room proves a fine 
setting for Larry Adler, harmonic- 
ist. At the show caught he found a 
and at show caught he found a 
most appreciative audience which 
was practically of capacity propor- 
tions. Those making their first ac- 
quaintance with Adler as a supper 
club performer here are given 
cause for surprise when they dis- 
cover that he’s not only a top- 
notch musician, but also a solid 
entertainer for these surroundings, 
being apparently as much at home 
with the dine-and-wine crowd as in 
a symphony hall. 

At supper show caught. Adler 
confined himself almost entirely 
to pop numbers, except during his 
request period, undoubtedly more 
suitable for the late hour nitery 
guests. As performed by him on} 


the harmonica even the swing, jazz Mainly in dialect vein and go over | tions, 
| caricature, are 


and jam sessions, however, at- 
tain a symphonic quality. His 
boff arrangements and distinctive 
touches imparted musical show- 
manship to the performance. 
_ Feeling and verve are manifest 
in his rendition of “Claire de 
Lune.” He swings “When Day Is 
Done” and then into lively “Hand 
to Mouth Boogie.” For “Embrace- 
able You” he provides a bit of 
trickery, playing his own one-hand- 


ed piano accompaniment for the 
harmonica. “How High Is the 
Moon” and “September Song” 


spell more listening pleasure, and 
“St. Louis Blues” is exciting. . 
The Glidden orchestra skillfully 
accompanies Adler, besides being 
a firstrate dance eee 
ees. | 


Cocoanut Greve. L. A. — 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Dec. 13. 
The Sportsmen, The Kings & 








Their Ladies. Skitch Henderson 
Orch (15); $1.50 cover. 

As good a artet as any op 
erating The Sportsmen, 


ay 
who Me adiine the Grove show jfor 


*““Mamabo 


George Prentiss in a marionet act. | 


plause. | 


Closing is an audience partici-| 
pation number, where four men | 
are picked by the girls from the | 
audience to act in a wooden horse 
race on stage for plenty of laughs. 
The show. is given twice a night. 
‘with siight miedifieations Mm the 
staging. The. place as revamped 
appears to have a fair chance, and 
provides another spot in Paris for 
‘American acts. Maxi. 


Vine Gardens. Chi 
Jackie Green, Gloria Van, Ana 
Gloria and Tony, Mel Cole orch 
(4). Pancho Band (4): minimum 
$2.50, cover 50c. 








Pre-holiday show is a crisp pack- 
age. containing just the right in- 
gredients to weather the cafe dol- 
drums here. While revue may seem 
short there are no lags or dull 
spots throughout. 


Jackie Green is a clever imper- 
sonator. His impresh of “Schnoz- | 
ola” Durante is both physically and 
vocally a sharp carbon copy. His 
aping of Eddie Cantor on “Ma. 
She’s Making Eyes at Me.” and “If 
You Knew Susie” register well 
with the diner set, as does his Jol- 
son “Rock-a-Bye, My Baby.” His 
relatively new piece of biz, and he 





can stand much more. is “Clancy 
Lowered the Boom.” His quips are | 


strong. 


assets, but she isn’t quite strong 


and Costello Twins also get hefty ap- | enough yet to hold up the top end 


of an important nitery bill. This 
fact is emphasized since she comes 
to Ciro’s following the smash ap 
pearance of Danny Thomas. She 


hereabouts, do their gallant best 
however, to hold down the fort 


ee Frank Fontaine, a new comic 


belween Thoitias’ exit Vind the “tp. 


coming (Dec. 23) date of Joe F. 
Lewis. ; ; 
Miss Drew is a blues singer in 
the sultry manner, given to some 
broad exaggerations of inflection. 
but she has an unusually appealing 
manner. Best of her numbers were 
old tunes such as “Pennies From 
Heaven,” “Tea For Two” and 
“Singing in the Rain,” all of which 
were arranged in slow, seductive 
style and swingy, jumpier tempo 
as well. f 
Fontaine scores heavily in a com- 
pletely original sketch of a moror 
explaining how he won $30,000 on 
an Irish Sweepstakes ticket and 
what he was going to do with the 
coin. In this routine he displays 
large ability. Use of fresh material 
stood him in good stead after he 
opened with a number of imita 
tions. He did Arthur Godtrey, 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy, Hugh Herbert. 
Claude Rains, Cary Grant, Peter 
Lorre, Charles Boyer, James Cag 


|mey, Charlie McCarthy, Mortimer 


Snerd, Winston Churchill, FDR. A! 
Jolson and Frank Sinatra. He was 
okay on most of ‘em, but imita- 
without a special tinge of 
becoming standard 


Gloria Van. lush brunet, sticks Stuf in niteries. 


close to the show tunes which she 
sells solidly. Her “Lover” is a bit 
different, done with a beat. “So| 
In Love” is a neat number, but her 
sexy warbling on “Love For Sale” 
is potent. For a welcome change 
of pace, she does a fastie, “Deed, I 
Do.” In seasonal spirit, she bows 
off for hefty hand on “White 
Christmas.” 

Ana Gloria and Tony. two 
youngsters, are appearing for the 





first time jn this country. Cuban 
dancers are wav above the run-of- 
the-mill rhumba dancers. Well 
dressed in white feather bolero 
type costumes, pair make an eye-. 
fetching combination. Routines are. 
also new, slanted with a story. “La 
Murcura” is humorously done, but 
the handclapping gets heavy with 
Poporrio,” which has a) 
bop twist to a rhumba beat. Pi-| 
quant femme goes through some’ 
triple-action hip slinging with 
some slow motion nds. Mel Cole 
orch does its usual capable job of 
backings, with the Pancho rhumba. 
orch doing a neat job on the dance | 
sets. Zabe. 





Garwood Van's orch plays for 
smooth dancing. “The Brazilians 
dish out the Latin tunes, special- 
izing in sambas. . 


L*’Amiral. Paris 
Paris, Dec. 11. 


“Boomerang,” with J. M. Thi 
bault, Roger Pierre, Alain Bow 
vette, Heddy Miller, Nicole De 


Rouves, Jean Grimaux, Pierre Ve 
dre and Orch (5); no cover. 


Nitery with shipboard decor gets 
the pop-price crowd and a smat- 
tering of after show carriage 
trade, being situated on Rue 
Andre Foussaye off the Champes 
Elyssees. With the recent dearth 
of big name talent, club is cap! 
talizing on the St. Germain Des 
Pres color. = 

Show is a sort of “Hellzapoppin 
review, but interspersed with some 
fine Gallic gems of satire, fantasy. 
and even well-placed minor trage- 
dy. It starts with a parody of 1900 
songs, and the ¥ mw into a ribald 
takeoff on the “Three Musketeers 





‘ct » (Gontinued on page 48) 
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48 HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, December 21, 1949 





Strand, N. ¥. mu 
June & Jack Barrett, Max & Co., 
Dinah Washington, Frankie Mar- 
lowe, The Ravens (4), Dave Schoo- 


ler House Orch (15); “Lady Takes | 


a Sailor” (WB), reviewed in Va- 
riety Nov. 30, ‘49. 





A nicely rounded and smartly 
entertair.ing stage show in vaude- | 
ville idiom. Strand has yet to use 
a name band since restoring. stage 
shows in September; this session 
it's Dave Schooler in front of a 
house band, and while the 14-man 


combination he uses isn’t too con- 
vincing behind the acts, it serves 
a purpese when compared with 
more expensive name combos who 
don't do much better. 

The Ravens, a quartet of Negro 
singers on the National record la- 
bel, top the show. They offer neat- 
ly tailored arrangements of vari- 


ous pops and standard melodies, 
closing with a humorously con- 
trived bit on “Does He Love Me” 
in which Dinah Washington, who 
singles up front, takes part. Group 
needs more stage experience to 
take full advantage of what they've 
got, but the fact that they deliver 
everything but the final number 
with Miss Washington with no 
frills. depending solely on tune- 
delivery is solidly in their favor. 
For they do five or six tunes all 
told and hold their audience all 
the way. a 

Frankie Marlowe is as effective in 
his own way. An uninhibited comic 
who doesn’t take those jarring 
pratt-falls as often, the guy is still 
one of the freshest and most con- 
sistent lavgh-getters, despite the 
fact he’s been around for several 
years. He'll use anything and do 
anything to get belly-laughs. There 
doesn’t seem to be a planned pat- 
tern to his turn aside from a song 
or two, but it winds up with what 
any performer seeks — heavy ap- 
plause. That's the payoff. 

Miss Washington, former singer 
with name bands, could do a better 
job on pacing her tunes. She 
draws best reaction from Harlem 
melodies such as “Fast Moving 
Moma.” She opens with two stand- 
ards, however, “After I’m Gone” 
and “If 1 Loved You” and tags 
the “Mama” tune last. It alone 
wins her an encore. 

Max & Co., an unusual turn con- 
sisting of male trainer and four 


itself. He floats a gal in midair 
on a board, removes the board and 
supports her with four daggers. 
| Latter give way to a hoop passed 
‘around her to emphasize his hyp- 
‘notic powers; all accomplished 

fore a mighty backdrop of Buddha. 


Carl Sand’s orch showbacks in) 


usual capable manner. Greg. 





Casine. Toronto 
Toronto, Dec. 16. 


Oscar Peterson (3), Alan Clive, | 
'every spot. 


Three D's, Steve Daye, Hamp & 
Beck (4), Gregory Girls (161, 


Archie Stone House Orch; “Long 


Voyage Home” (M-G). 





ots of solid entertainment cur- 
rent stanza, but the trimmings, 
namely, the dance productions and 
staging, lack richness. This is the 
first time in weeks that the dance 
numbers seemed lazy and the decor 
stodgy. 

But this ts made up for by 
Oscar Peterson, boogie beat pian- 
ist. who had the younger crowd 
squealing for more. Now working 
with background of bass and gui- 
tar, Peterson scuvres on that treble- 
keys brilliance where his liquid 
touch just picks those notes out of 
the piano if his slow tempo num- 
bers. From bop to straight classics, 
he holds the customers with a 
program ranging from “I Got 
Rhythm” and “Hucklebuck” to his 
own “Summer Nocturne”; his slow 
arrangements of “Dark Eyes” and 
“Got You Under My Skin.” 

Crowding the headliner for hon- 
ors is Alan Clive with his uncanny 
mimicry of Jimmie Stewart, Gary 
Cooper, Humphrey Bogart, Peter 
Lorre, et al. His Danny Kaye scat 
singing session, with audience par- 
ticipation, is a wham finale. Also 
in top response bracket are the 
Three D’s for thriiling acrobatics 
and balincing on the bars. Steve 
Daye also gets over in splendid 
rhythm control in his own style of 
hoofing, marked particularly by 
his heel 


billed as “Stageland’s Screams,” 


fell lamentably from the allegation. | 


Most uninterested in the whole 
proceedings were the line girls in 
a belihop number before a full- 
stage hotel lounge set; later back 
for a South Seas hula and sailor 


number. Strangely, the girls were | 


outstandingly lackadaisical in an 
otherwise entertaining and brisk 


dogs, do well enough in second ,,; 

slot. Max gets it going with a bill. ; McStay. 

soft-shoe and acro routine, then 

brings on the pups. They work Orpheum. LL. A. 

slowly and the tricks they do Los Angeles. Dec. 14. 

aren't extraordinary, but when Olvera Duo, Marion Morgan, 

caught drew a heavy hand. Walter Long, Angus & Searle, 
June and Jack Barrett, dance Frakson, Evelyn & Betty, Dave 


team. open. They use three rou- 
tines. look good doing them and 


DRO At ee RS 
Wood. 


dance patterns. 


Oriental. Chi 
_— Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Noble Trio, Harrison, Carroll & 
Ross, Hal Sherman, Jack Gwynne 
& Co., Carl Sand’s Orch with Bob 
Deu; “Without Honor” (UA). 





Holiday show isn’t loaded with 
big name talent, but over-all values | 
add up to 65 minutes of solid en- 
tertainment. Only apparent fault 
was the top-heavy terp emphasis 
which could be toned down by Har- 
rison. Carroll and Ross since Hal 
Sherman. comedian who follows. 
has built his entire routine around 
dancing. In fact the trio wouldn't 
have to rely on as much terping, 
which is top-grade, for their virtu- 
osity on harmonicas, piano, etc.. 
keeps the act moving rapidly. 

The Noble Trio provides a fast 
opener with their deft acro tricks 
20 feet in the air on oy bars. 
The two guys and gal rate gener- 
ous applause in their final trick: 
that of the femme twirling by her 
neck in a loop with the fellows 
supporting the Yoon rope 
around necks while doing a lift on 
= -,. 

r nd’s orch moves onto 
front stage with a fast’ “March of 
the Toys” followed by Bob Deu. 
Harvest Moon winner, on the vo- 
cals of “Dreamer’s Holiday” and 

White Christmas,” Harrison. Car- 
roll and Ross take over and click 
with dancing, 88’ing, and harmoni- 
ea medley. io garners a few 


yocks, particularly with the anticssty. Male end of the act runs that he is iacking in the necessary | ®€ 


of af Sammy Ross. 

erman contribs corn s 
and imitations of guys yeh ny 
while stage is being set for Jack 
Gwynne’s magic hour. Sherman 
succeeds in warming the house, 
particularly with blue overtones 
When imitating a sailor dancing 
with a gal. therwise; he came 
through okay. 

Jack Gwynne and company re- 
deems any shortcomings this bill 
qynight have, for his solid 26 minutes 
of voodoo and Oriental mysticism 
@aptivates the house. The lavish 
Chinese backdro boxes and 
gowns impress. othing is left 
undone, from Bengt — to float- 

women, his 
and a production RE in 


Barry, The Appletons, Rene Wil- 
liams House Orch (10) with Herb 


nm: 1; night” ( , 
ee ep eda ade ti ea 


Vaude bill at the Orpheum is 


pulled from the depths of despair, 


Palace, N. Y¥. 

Joqn & Robert Rezer, Virginia 
Austin, Rex Ramer, Shyrettos (3), 
Roger Ray, Florence Wyman & 
Murray White, Harris & Radcliff, 
Don Poansinan: “Undertow” (U), 
reviewed in Variety Nov. 30, 49. 





The Palace has collected one of 
the most competent layouts of tal- 





work. Hemp and Beck, | 


ent for the current bill. The turns 


‘are well routined to provide pacing 


lus entertainment in 
he comedy spots are 
probably the outstanding items on 
this layout. 

Roger Ray (New Acts) and the 


and variety 


|'vet Negro team, Harris and Rad- 


cliff make a strong dent on audi- 
ence risabilities. Latter’s song and 
piano comedics are potent enough 
to rate the next-to-closing slot. Bill 
starts out neatly with Joan and 
Robert Kexer’s terping. Routines 
are pleasant and fast enough to 
give the show a warm sendoff. 
Virginia Austin continues the 


good impression with her puppet | 
manipulation. Although the turn is | 


over-cute at times, it carries a lot 
of appeal. She's dextrous at han- 
dling the dolls, showing her skill 
in having a large puppet manipu- 
late a smaller one. Gets off to a 
solid mitt. 

The Shyrettos’ bicycie antics 
provide plenty speed midway in 
the bill. This two-man-and-womar 
turn have a fine assortment of 
tricks which make for a warm re- 
ception. Florence Wyman and Mur- 
ray White are a neat song team 


with a knowing projection. Indi-| 


vidual voices are fine and har- 
monics come off well. Closer goes 
to Don Francisco with his tight 
and slack wire exhibit. Working 
sans balancing aids, he’s able to 
maintain his equilibrium through- 
out a series of applause-winning 
tricks. 

Dave Bines’ staging and Don Al- 
bert’s showbacking provide further 
assists. Jose. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Dec. 18. 
John Boles, Bud Sweeney, Wood- 
side Sisters, The Martingale’s, Val 
Eddy, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“She Wore a Yellow Ribbon” 
(RKO). 





Making his annual appearance 
here, John Boles wraps up via his 
|easy approach to the musi- 
|eomedy and operetta tunes he’s 
| been associated with through 
the years. Tops with “Desert Song” 
for salvos. 

Supporting show is okay. Bud 
Sweeney mixes a lot of the familiar 
gags with some fresh material, 
with his satire on telephone types 
and. drunk sequence garnering 
sen eDage : Lee ibO 
turns in a sm6oth job. 

Eddy 


Vibraphonist Val rates 


by three acts this week. Five of steady mitting via a blending of 


_the eight acts on the bill pull little 
enthusiasm from the audience in 


show which doesn’t even begin to good reception. 


move until Frakson: 


Pops and classics. Woodside Sis- 
‘ters turn in fair harmonies for 
Vocal blendings 


other ways on large blackboards 
and winds up with some fancy trick 
mathematics, goes well as usual. 
His speed with the chalk in scram- 
bling and unscrambl words de- 
lighted the house at w caught 
—including a large share of young- 


sters : 

, Comedy relief is offered by Ross 
| Wyse, Jr. and Peggy Womack. it 
is in the old formula of a short 
man and tall girl, replete with 
prattfalls for the guy, suggestive 
ogles and re , and better than 
| adequate singing by Miss Womack, 
, who offers “One of Those Things” 
|in a husky voice. 

For sheer competence this week’s 





bill offers nothing to compare with | 


the curtain opener, the acro team 
of Renald & Rudy. Presenting 
fine muscular coordination, slow 
|motion balancing and clockwork 
execution, the pair come off tops 
in applause. Costuming is a 
smart touch—just a pair of short, 
‘white tights apiece and small, 
| white slippers. 

Florence Ahn, Oriental song- 
| stress, displays a better trained 
|voice and one with more volume 
| than is usually offered on this 
| stage by gal chirpers. Her three 
| numbers, “My Hero,” “Night and 
Day” and “Granada” are well re- 
ceived. Lowe. 











Night Club Reviews 
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L’Amiral. Paris 


and Corneille’s “Le Cid.” Then 
Jean-Mare Thibault does a turn as 
the adagio dancer whose partner 
has just walked out on him. This 
‘is folloved by a hilarious spoof 
of the French dubbing of Ameri- 
can gangster pics, which again 
| tickles the audience funnybone. It 
winds in a delightful interlude as 
|Thibault and Pierre indulge in 
some whimsy with a rubber hose 
that becomes everything from a 
pump handle to a tennis racket. 
| Alain Bouvette’s fine mugging and 
timing stamp him as a young come- 
dian to be watched. Heddy Miller 
gives the proceedings a voluptuous 
| air. 

| Gladhanding is done by charm- 
|ing Nicole De Rouves, who also 
takes part in the show, recites, and 
acts as a foil for the carryings-on. 
Troupe will do good word of mouth 
biz. They leave in a month for a 
tour of Canada with Max Revol 
and Bourvil and O’Brady. They 
may also do some stateside key 
cities. Mosk. 


Florentine Gardens 


(HOLLYWOOD) 
» ep Holly Dee. 15. 
| the Szon s, Gus Van, Franklyn 


D’Amore, Szang, Marilyn Hare, 
Jackie Whelan, D’Varga Orch (8); 
| no cover, no minimum. 


j 





Another look at the Szonys in 


magician, are neatly handled, though more these parts is convincing proof that 
h on some of the arrangements they are close to the very top 
two gals and a guy, cop top honors would add zing. _among dance teams in America to- 
with their Apach. dance, while Acro-balancing work .of the day. Poise, drive. vitality, ease and 
Frakson and Dave Barry follow Martingales was in the standard great technical perfection combine | 
in applause ratings. \vein for this type of act. The con- to give them first place on any 

Olver: Duo, though opening trol work, however. added to im-, nitery ill. Pushing them for au- 
with some topnotch hand and pact for nice returns. dience attention, however. are Gus 
trapeze balancing routines, fail to Les Rhode house orch handles Van and Franklyn D’Amore, the 
sock them through with any backgrounding in good style. | latter in a skillfully-routined acro- 
cmeunt of choumanahig. a om Love x pantomime. 

organ moves into the number Van delivers with reminiscences 
two spot, well groomed and pleas- Capitol, BD. ¢. }in song of his days with his old 
ing to any eye, but she doesn’t hit. Washi | partner, Joe Schenck, in vaude. He 
Miss Morgan's voice is technically! @... Klong, mgton, Dee. 18. | cerns nest returns with his sins. 
good but her emotions are too wine lavan, Harry Kahne, Ross | ing of “I Wonder What's Becom 
studied and she fails to give any Wyse, Jr. & Peggy Womack, Flor-| of saiy and “That Old Gane of 
feeling to her material. Miss Mor- €"¢¢ Ahn, Renald & Rudy: house | ine” and with ther t poe of 
gan’s best is “Can't Help Lovin’ °TC?; “Border Incident” (M-G), |the expert vaudevillian ase ty 
That Man.” which she sings as : 


moves on stage. The Appletons, 








Rangers are a hard-working aggre. 
gation and rate high for their ty 
of entertainment. —_ 
Dynamo of the troupe is Long, 
who does about everything byt 
come off the bandstand and serve 
the beers. Long sings, struts, fid. 
dies, works the on, makes 
passes a: playing the 0, tells 
such jokes as there are and chat. 
ters agreeably with the customers. 
His rendition of “Mule Train.” 
backed up by a smart arrangement 
by his gang, comes close to being 
a “musty hear” and was tops at 
the show caught. It is a lively job 
and in sharp contrast to such num- 
bers as “I’m Sending You a Big 
Bouquet of Roses,” which he does 
|with a slow hillbilly nasal draw! 
'Dolly Dimples works as a hillbilly 
| singer, both solo and in duet wit) 
Long. Show also offers a male 
quartet for a number or two. 
Victory Room seats 800 on two 
"sides of a good-sized dance floo: 
but on night caught one side was 
blacked out and walled off and 
|the other was doing only moderate 
i biz. Room*has experimented suc- 
cessfully with one-night shots of 
such aggregations as the Grand 
‘Ole Oprey show, up from Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Lowe 


—————————————————————— 


Czechs See | 


Continued from page 2 =| 











tendance is low. Workers are 
iforced to attend Russian pix and 
their Czech counterparts with 
ducats deducted from their pay in 
advance, and also door checkers 
who make sure all are present 

In Prague, seven new houses 
have been built during the (ast 
two years, making a total of 117. 
Prices have been fairly well con- 
trolled with the top admission 3vc. 

Holomy, who was thrown into 
a concentration camp for two years 
by the Germans, after working a 
year under the occupation, said 
that Prague was now the center of 
Iron Curtain filmmaking. With 
the razing of the Kiev studios 
Russians have transferred their 
major production to Czechoslo- 
vakia; Poland has made severa! pix 
there, and several other Balkan 
states have filmed stories there 
Two smal! studios were auxiliar 
to Barrandov, Ardlice and Hosti- 
bar. Former burnt down in 1947, 
with suspicion of arson. 


Hordes of Children 

Film employment totals 17,000 
with one of the causes for the large 
|/number the great deal or extras 
used in production. Many of the 
officials use hordes of children in 
‘mob scenes, thus gaining politica! 
advantage with the parents. 

In February, 1948, all film em- 
ployees were forced to take papers 
‘out in the Communist party or 
give up their jobs. In the National 
Co., over 250 men walked, out ot 
450. From a total of 44 companies 
before the war, they're narrowed 
down to about 18, with the four 
most prominent being Lucerna, 
AB, Elekta and National. Stars 
are only hired per film, getting 
about $2,000 per stint. The most 
wideiy known are professed Coiii- 
munists. Odd slant is that the 

ild star, Ivan Jandl, who charmed 

merica with his role in “The 
Search” in 1948, doesn’t appear in 
any productions and the picture is 
not shown. 

Miloslave Havel, father of the 
Czech pic industry, is now serving 
six years in a concentration camp 
for trying to escape the country. 











though she means it. Warbler also 
é “Be a Clown,” 
which is handled a la Judy Gar- 


gives out with 


land. 


A tap routine to tom-tom ac- i 4 specialty bit. 
companiment pulls Walter Long 
from the doldrums. Long’s opening 
number is weak, with dancer show- 


| It’s on the thin side at the Capi- | 


‘tol this week, despite efforts to 


‘make the bill something special 4nd spectacular feats of balance. | 


| with Gene Klavan as emcee and 
newco t di yt : 
mer to radio and is i 

built up by station WTOP, the 
CBS outlet, which fondly hopes it 


ing nothing new or original and is. has been blessed with another Ar- 


followed by a soft shoe number 


thur Godfrey. An _ easy-going, 


Anita, does a series of amazing 


The gal, who strips while standing 
on his head, is terrific in her 
part of the act. (D'Amore now 
|owns a piece of the Gardens, which 
has been dark for some time. His 
appearance on the bill and his 
| background in show business augur 


which didn’t register either. Also | Pleasant, bespectacled gent, Klavan | Wel! for the future of the spot.) 


mighty uninspired are Eveiyn and rambles along informally on his | 
Betty. who run through acrobatic ether shows. 
dance numbers to hula rhgthm. 


Two appear downright amateurish 


He frequently turns 
‘out some excellent. impromptu 
homespun humor and has been 


Jackie Whelan, the emcee, and 
|Szang, a Chinese ballad singer. 
| both stay on too long. Marilyn 

are, good and loud of voice. but 
without too much else, is the other 


at times. | moving up steadily among the lo- 
Angus and Searle, two sets of | cals. |specialty on the bill. Evelyn 
twins, femme and male, are spot-, . However, the Capitol p.a. proves | George and her line of chorines 
good and pleasant to look 
through an old mirror routine | Stage experience to reach across UPON. D'Varga does okay on the 
which does pay off as far as the the footlights and sock his humor °@¢king and fine for dancing. Dag. | 
audience is concerned. home to the payees. At show 
Frakson entrances the audi- caught, he produced nice chuckles 
ence with cigaret, card and coin im a specialty contrasting the way 
magic routines. Magician brings a sports announcer works over ra- 
lighted cigarettes off his person dio and over television. He also | Washington, Dec. 17. 
for a full three minutes and then did fairly well with a monolog) Shorty Long & Santa Fe Rangers, 
proceeds to pull coins into an about the international monetary With Dolly Dimples; 50c.-$1 cover. 
empty a 7 ra of nowhere. ———- type of stuff in 
ct is g ut Frakson does be- Which he specializes on the air. | Mari 
come monotonous with a limited However. his inexperience proves Reames in Dc. K-46 tok 
vocabulary consisting of “amazing” his undoing as an emcee and as a hillbilly entertainment in the Vic- 
and “sensational.” Barry supplies handler of business bits with the tory Room and is threatening to 
most of the comedy relief and other acts. As emcee he tries to take it on to New York to her 
does so capably. He gets off to a Operate a la Milton Berle. but Lincoln hotel. 
slow start but hits solidly with a without any of that veteran's scene Current attraction 
wy imitation and an im-_| stealing yp. Long's lively five-piece a a 
on I. el Godfrey on his| Harry Kahne, who writes back- tion, wit steel guitar, bull fad e. 
elevision w. Free. |wards, upsidedown, and various accordion, fiddle and guitar. The 





Victory Room. D. C. 
(ROOSEVELT HOTEL) 





is Shorty 


D'Amore, with a girl partner, Havel) who refused to serve under 


the present regime, had offers 
from several Central American 
countries to produce films, but o!- 
ficials refused him an exit visa. 


Television Start 

The government has started in 
on television, but for no known 
reason has located its station about 
‘three hundred miles from Prague. 
the main city, in the former home 
of the Bata Shoe factory, Zlin. now 
renamed Gottwaldov, after the 
head of the state. There are ver’ 
few tele sets, with programming i" 
the trial stages. As for racic 
Prague has seven large stations 
with 10 smaller airers throughow' 
the country. The state has take 
over shortwave sets and only one 
radio is allowed per family, whic! 
is taxed monthly. 

As for the theatrical arts. the 
legit stage and opera are stagnan' 
No German stagings are permitted 
and works of the Czech compose! 
Smetana, are restricted, especia!!: 
“Libuse,” story of a freedom-!o\ 
ing queen. However, Russian oper® 
flourishes with “Boris Gudonov.” 4 
favorite. Prokofieff’s “Masquerade — 
had its world preem in Pragu 
The Soviets send regular balle 


. and theatre companies to try am 


_ the 23 theatres, but business | 
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vex. # N.Y. License Dept. to Adopt Code =| ™*srauts, THs Cnder || Streetcar’ Earns $500,000 Profit 
* ° o «e 
aggre. eae : Temporary Injunction Car 3 5 
ir type i ‘ Los Angeles, Dec. 20. : 
emporary injunction restrain- 
ts On Tickets After the Holidays i: 22min om Exclusive of 3506 Sale for Film 
d serve ing ~2 ~~ ie omy, ~~ 4 ; 
its. fid. was y Judge nee M. ec ra 
minke Set of regulations to cover ticket Hansen in superior court. - + “Streetcar Named Desire,” which 
0, tells distribution, after the Ha . R ~Hearing next month will decide closed Saturday night (17) at the 
d chat. code of the of N. Y. The- Tris eported After whether the injunction is to be Wendy Hiller to Repeat Barrymore, N. Y., has thus far 
tomers. tres, will probably be adopted by , permanent and whether Ken Mur- ‘ earned a profit of approximately 
Train,” _ - City department of ray and David Siegel, who origi- ; J $500,000, exclusive of the return 
the New York City yer for BD Way y ray avid Siegel, who origi eiress In Lon 
gement licenses immediately after the holi- nated the “Blackouts” title, are en- | from the film sale. Irene M. Selz- 
» being days. Terms of the setup will be | Charles Boyer is reportedly be- titled to damages. London, Dec. 20. nick production. was financed at 
Ops at settled at a final meeting next ing sought by Jed Harris to star | Wendy Hiller, who created the $100,000.~ 
ely job week of the Mayor's theatre com- in a Broadway adaptation of “Mala- title role in the original Broadway | Tennessee Williams drama ac- 
J. = mittee, headed by James E. Sauter. testa.” Henri de Montherlant play | production of “The Heiress,” will tually cost $84,000 to bring into 
a Big mi ste les part of the laws in which he'll co-star with Pierre | Tali eas fo to the part in January as New York, including tryout losses. 
a ~ Rate ~ rk City, enforcement | Blanchard in Paris next March. | replacement for Peggy Ashcroft in A second company, costing $45,000 
ilbilly < oe ndled by John M. Mur- The film actor, who made his stage | ° ithe current West End edition. At Was financed from the profits of the 
Pt with pe mmissioner of investiga- | return and his first American legit | |the same time Godfrey Tearle will °riginai edition. With that com- 
} male — a se probe of ticket-scalp- |@ppearance last season in “Red q ayWarl 'sueceed Ralph Richardson in the Pany still on the road and the 
wo tions, whose P and summer pre- | Gloves” under Harris's direction, is, | aie lead, played in New York Broadway troupe due to open a 
on two a page Aen for an enforce- | expected in New York soon on his by Basil Rathbone tour next week in Philadelphia, a 
» floor cipitate , . way to France. pe mms . ditional profits will probably 
ahiea cade m three to five men or as earance P . : 
le was = —. a, assigned to Harris, who has recently been On Hayes Play ne ee ee earned. The film rights were sold 
f and ba ticket situation, with 15 to 20 shuttling between New York and to Charles K. Feldman for $350, 
oo more temporarily available if need- | Hollywood, where he has a“ilm  fejand Hayward will be asso- 000, plus a percentage of the 
as af ed, Murtagh says. commitment, was said to be out of ciated with Joshua Logan in the © wd $ profits. , ” . Deust 
Grand issioner iscon- town yesterday (‘Tues.) when presentation of “The Wisteria’ ¥en, M Led, ber — 
re Although the comm edie Bee eumeenent n IC Home's London comedy (it was 
Nash- fident that with the new*regula- g o Tree,” starring Helen Hayes. It titled “The Chiltern Hundreds” 
ale Br Oe ' y there, ano closed Saturday nigh 
— ae Sanne. most brokers ap- ing as co-producer. The show will ond will start @ tour memt Monsey 
at a m : . . in Chicago. Presented here by Lee 
pear to feel that the code is un- e @a e 0 be financed for $100,000, with Hay- eSe & 5. J. Seubert 66 0 cant of around 
enforceable, whether the city or ward and Logan likely to supply | ' , $30 000. it has reportedly earned 
= anyone else tries to police it. One > most of the backing. | Broadway presentation of “The . aoa quanen sale » A ae “ 
, leading broker, explaining that he | Besides Miss Hayes, who will First Gentleman,” on which Jean shety at the Booth, N. Y., and may 
s are and most others in the business | C 0 1é S have a guarantee of $1,000 a week Dalrymple plans to make her get back the Slemen af ten tena 
ix and would much prefer to see scalping | ay 10 > of oy on. oe = debut as a director. may hinge on ment on the road. 
iia be wiped out, believes that is impos-| 5016+ Theatre, which had been Teles bined end pla eh — a release of the film version of the ‘he two other closings Saturday 
= os sible. stutien Gee anueen) poke with | aan aie oe ~~ - «play. Miss Dalrymple, who intends night were “Reejna.” the Mare 
eckers “If the black market existed in negotia ing of severa eeks gan, W ho will direct, adapted the to produce the Norman Ginsbury Blitzstein operatic edition of Lil- 
* Berlin during the war and in Mos- | Columbia Artists Mgt. to take over Play from Chekhov's “The Cherry | grama in associ:tion with the Shu- Jian Hellman’s “The Little Foxes.” 
houses cow today, with a death penalty | its booking for next season, de- Orchard. ’ berts, “is reportedly negotiating an and “The Closing Door,” psycho- 
>; = in force, such a thing won't be | cided Monday (19) to continue op- Hayward and Logan are already | .5eement with Columbia Pictures logical melodrama by Alexander 
Be it. ended here under a threat of li- | erating through William Fields. partnered in the presentation of +, withhold U. S. release until Knox and co-starring the author 
ll con- cense revocation,” he says. As long | The legit pressagent, in addition to ‘Mister Roberts” and “South Paci- after the legit run. and his wife. Deris Nolen. Seth 
o~ as human nature is what it is and publicizing the troupe, has been | fic. | Margaret Phillips, set for the were presented by Cheryl Craw- 
aaa the demand exceeds the supply to | booking BT for several seasons, femme lead in the show, may get ford, “Regina” at the 46th Street, 
ss such an extent that easy money | Snd had Wanted to sive up ihe NY. LYCEUM PRICE co-star billing with Basil Rathbone, N. Y., in association with Clinton 
. is available, there will be people | booking chore as too strenuous. IN. 2. 'who will play the role of King Wilder, and “Door” at the Empire, 
— who will sell to the public that’s But due to the fact that the pres- | YEAR George IV, created by Robert Mor- N. Y., as a solo venture. 
“\ * willing to pay.” pond Be _ 4 we ROSE 306 DURING ley in th: original London produc- “Regina,” financed at $150,000, 
| a 7 pwee successful ~- _ — = Sale of the Lyceum theatre, tion. As it would be the first time actually cost about $140,009, and is 
“their ~ fe eee ae ears N. Y., to Harry E. Gould was a long Miss Phillips has been starred, it’s figured to have involved a loss of 
hoslo Mae West Wins Stay b~ ee eee aoe ee, | ~ makin However, undecided whether to give it to between $115,000 and $120,000. 
hoslo- management has decided against time in the making. , . - vait til ~ . sane t 
‘al pix | making a change. during the time the deal was in her from the start, or wait unt Door involved an investment © 
salk On Default Judgment | It was Fields who originally the works the price for the prop- | after the play's New York pre- $60,000, of which approximately 
— | __ it was Fields who originally ap- erty rose about $50,000. Under-|miere. Rathbone is reportedly $42,000 is lost. 
a | Agent’ 596 ' preaches ee soca pe A 1 stood the transaction ‘involved pay- agreeable to sharing star billing 
esti n s ae py sinan'en te a ment of approximately $450,000 with the actress. Feldman’s WB Deal 
1947, Mae West won a temporary stay cich as Jooss Ballet. Ballet Russe Over the $170,000 first mortgage to Rolf Gerard will probably de-| Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
in N. ¥Y. Supreme court last week 44 the Diaghilev Co., was very in- the owners, Max Gordon, George | sign the scenery for the produc-| Charlies K. Feldman Group Pro- 
of a default judgment for $59.374 terested It also bes a large sales S. Kaufman, Marcus Heiman and (tion, and Edith Lutyens will pro- ductions has inked a production- 
7,000 awarded previously to producer- force in the field, which can place Moss Hart. Price mentioned about vide the costumes. With Miss Dal- distribution deal with Warner Bros. 
im agent Galen Bogue. Actress, cur- the troupe widely. Matter of terms @ year ago, when Gould was re- | rymple making her bow as dir ¢5. “Streetcar Named Desire.” Deal 
—— rently starring. in iamond Lil,” cwmied negotiations for a while, portedly about to acquire the rector, ed Harris will stand by in is similar to the Feldmen-Wereer 
ayn at the Plymouth, . Y., Claimed BT wantin to exempt some cities house. was $400,000. an advisory capacity. Meanwhile, arrangement on Tennessee Wil- 
od by through her attorney, Milton Weir, from the - aA — he fee. and Gordon and his associates bought | still on Miss Dalrymple’s schedule, liams’ initial play, “The Glass Me- 
hieic - that she was unaware that Bogue’s ¢ iaeciemurring on any ex- the property from the Bowery Sav- | possibly for this season, are Nor- | Jerie,” which is currently before 
es suit against her was s¢hediuled sala N. Y. Now BT has ings Bank for $240,000 in 1940. man Vye's a Friday and William the cameras with Jane ‘Wyman, 
nh em- hearing the previous week. Weir q to stay pat. They recently decided to sell it, McCleery’s “A Play For Mary. Kirk Douglas, Gertrude Lawrence 
apers “Se he had been ill . > iene ry: se oy one > M All Th . and Arthur Kennedy starring. 
: i e me e summons was served. ng or a east an equa sum : e oO n ea re Feldman icked up the screen 
me At a hearing before judge Thom- ‘Galatea’ for L. A. day after they bad closed with “-“P§ tgs a Lat a> Sie” coum 
af as E. Aurelio, the actress’ lawyer | Hollywood. Dec. 20. Gould. latter sold the Belasco, br tomy 4, months ago for $350,000 plus a per- 
oe denied Bogue’s claim of having an | “Galatea.” edapted ae the w. N. Y. to the Shuberts last year -s oom nee _— centage of the pic’s profits. Cast- 
rowed aa _ —. 'S. Gilbert comedy, “Pygmalion fF 4 reported $442,000. | Millburn, N. is being planned 18 for the production is slated to 
- four ing in E jana m4 “Li” i cee and Galatea,” will be produced at Gian-Carlo Menotti, who wrote for the Allentown Fairgrounds. begin early in . 
peeee, asserted that Bogue had nothing | ‘"¢ Coronet theatre here by Wal- «rhe Medium,” will lecture at! Manuel Davis, manager of the | 
a to do with the booking and per- |‘? Wicclair. Show opens for two- own Hall, N. Y. in January on Lyric here, leads the group inter- Rat Race’ $28 500 
etting formed no services. He added that | week run on Christmas Day. his newest opera, “The Consul,” ested in the project. He plans to 
mon Miss West's earnings from the en-| Loretta King will have the title which is scheduled to open on produce musical productions there 9 d Hi h Biz La 
. ,- pecment were nowhere near the ‘le. Wicclair aiso directs. Broadway in February. from spring through fall. Ig. est st 
. ount alleged by Bogue. 
_ James E. Kelliher, attorney for Week; Lunts Tops 
par in Bogue, said he had no objection to A tryout, Garson Kanin'’s “Rat 
rs allowing the actress more time to e, p 
ure is aim Race, was the second-highest 
answer the suit, provided she si ight play on the 
i would grossing straig play 
f the | p post a bond equal to the boards last week, either on Broad- 
rving | mount of the claim. He pointed way or the road, In a sellout week 
camp |, Out that “Lil” is scheduled to go - at the Forrest, Philadelphia, the 
intry. ot bok. Y ya bed West out Leland Hayward production 
under urisd . grossed $28,500 at a $3 top (less 
offers Phy = issued the temporary The 90c Federal and local tax). Only 
rican West ae its decision on Miss straight play to better that figure 
ut of- r oh t's application for a permanent | was “I Know My Love,” the Lunt- 
isa. the rainer and determination of * Fontanne starrer, which got almost 
© damage suit by trial. $33,800 at a $4 top (plus 80¢ tax) 
ed in Juli nnive wal Ay - A — . 
wr 1 ac at a tryout should out- 
bout - Wilson Into N 7 Y. gross such smashes as the Broad- 
ague. Kate’ as Kirk Sub Of way and road editions of “Mister 
home With Lisa Kirk taking a two- Roberts,” both companies of “Death 
now Week vacation starting Jan. 30 of a Salesman,” two “Streetcar 
the from the Broadway cast of “Kiss _ Named Desire” troupes and the 
rer Me, Kate.” _hefty-drawing revival of “As You 
ve » Kate,” Julie Wilson, of the « 
ng in Chicago company, will substitute Like It,” with Katharine , Hep- 
radio in the featured part of Lois Lane burn, occasioned comment in man- 
tions te Contry. B. Y. She wili not os ay 
pnou o the cago cast, but is rn 7 
taken ked into the Maisonette of the Usual Advertising rates prevail Franklin Gilbert Buys 


y one 
which 


St. Re hotel 
Feb. - 2 otel, N. Y., starting 


Betty George goes into the part 





Forms closing shortly " 
Special exploitation advantages 





French Pic’s Stage Rights 


Franklin Gilbert, co-producer of 


. the in the Chicago company Jan. 14, “Lend An Ear,” has acquired the 
mont. Mi a permanent replacement, with American stage rights to “La Ker- 
itte Iss *| ° : H ‘ i - > i - 
ae a ee Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office Ay ga 
ciall: roadway cast. ago as “Carnival in Flanders.” He 
a-lon HOLLYWOOD 28 CHICAGO 1 LONDON, W.C. 2 hopes to do it as a Broadway 
ppera ppeaumont Bruestle, former Lp yt - 6311 Yucca St. 360 N. Michigan Ave. 8 St. Martin's Place musical, probably next season. 
de’ ()amarat Uae ae" cane — coprotacion basi but. prosabi 
agu: ay, “The Wonderful Tang,” tele- not with William R. Katzell and 
palle asi ‘oat b nt +4 ~ = William Eythe, his partners in 
yan : first play e- “Lend An Ear.” 

Ps is Vised live in that city. 
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Equity Group to Study Proposal 
For Extension of Closing Shows 





Pian for extending the run of + 


Broadway and touring shows that 
are about to close, proposed by ac- 
tor-director Ezra Stone at last 
week's quarterly membership meet- 
ing of Actors Equity, will probably 
be referred to the Theatre Com- 
mittee headed by Morton Baum. 
Idea will be considered by the 
union’s council and passed along 
with recommended modifications 
and amplifications. The Baum 
group, comprising representatives 
of all elements in the theatre, has 
not held any meetings for some 
time. 

The Stone formula was one of 
four principal resolutions passed by 
the Equity session at the Astor 
hotel. N. Y. Others were that 
Equity should insist on jurisdic- 
tion over dramatic shows presented 
in vaudfilm houses, that a commit- 
tee study the possibility: of intro- 
ducing municipally-subsidized the- 
atres into the New York public 
schools, and that the council con- 
sider establishment of a clubhouse 
for the membership. 

About 500 attended the meeting, 
at which Clarence Derwent pre- 
sided. 





Artists a Few Months 
To Decide on Fee Cuts 


Move to give big concert bureaus 
and/or their artists a few months 
to decide on cutting fees was taken 
by the National Assn. of Concert 
Mers. in its annual two-day meet 
in N. Y. last week. Some local 
managers wanted to take drastic 
measures at once, but were dis- 
suaded. About half of the two-day 
session was taken up with discus- 
sions of means to bring artist fees 
more into line with present condi- | 
tions, claim being that fees are 
still in the war-inflated stage and 
too high. 

About 40 managers, or 80% of 
the top local handlers of talent in 
the country, attended. Most ad- 
mitted that their boxoffice this sea- 
son, in the three-month period 
since mid-September, was off about 
25% from last year. One N. Y.! 
state manager said that before the 
war, 75% of his annual gross came 
from concert attractions, balance 
from miscellaneous. Today, he | 
said, only 33% comes from con- 
certs, the balance from bookings 
of legit shows and sports events. 
His biggest gross this fall came 
from the Kramer-Gonzales pro. 
tennis match. 

It costs the average manager 
$1,500 to put on a concert today, 
exclusive of the artist's fee, it was 
revealed. Managers also felt that 
the old-line premotion of artists, 
via three-sheets, window cards, 
eic., is outmoded and new exploi- 
tation methods must be sought. As 
to the thorny fee problem, man- 
agers are giving the concert bu- 
reaus and artists a chance this 
winter voluntarily to reduce fees, 
and passed a resolution to this ef- 
fect. If there’s no favorable reac- 
tion, managers said, it’s likely 
they'll do no buying for 1951-52 in 
advance of their meeting in De- 
cember, 1950. 

Officers reelected were Patrick 
Hayes of Washington, president; 
Mrs. Edna Saunders, Houston, v.p.; 
Marvin McDonald, Atlanta, second 
v.p.; J. H. Thuman, Cincinnati, 
treasurer; and Julian Olney, White 
Plains, N. Y., secretary. Mrs. 
Zorah Berry, Buffalo, was elected 
a new member to the board to fill 
a vacancy. 


Set for ‘Show Boat’ 





‘are deficits, and presumably will 


| from the U. S. tour. 





Bert Lytell 


in another one of these inimitable 
show biz anecdotes points 


A Double Feature 
Moral 


* * ®# 





London Philharmonic 
Has 80% U. S. Dates 


Bookings for the visit of the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra of 
London to the U. S. next fall are 
almost completed, with 80% of 
dates already set and balance ex- 
pected to be filled by Jan. 1. Orch 
of 100, one of the oidest in Briiain, 
and conducted by Sir Thomas 


tour handled by the Judson, O'Neill 


an amusing byline feature in the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 











Inside Stuff—Legit 
Howard S. Cullman, tobacco dealer and chairman of the Port of N. y. 
Authority, was among the backers of etropole,” the first Max 
| Gordon production in which he had ever invested. Besides putting up 


| $5,000, he also brought in his brother, Joseph F. Cullman for $1,000, 
‘and the regular members of the “Cullman group.” 


| Other “Metropole” angels included ticket broker Michael Atlas, 
| $2,000; summer theatre operator Theron Bamberger, $2,500; John G. 
|Cella and Paul Beisman, of the American theatre, St. Louis, $1,000 
‘each; film executive Leo Brecher, $3,000; bandleader Meyer Davis, 
|representing a syndicate, $1,000; ticket broker William L. Deutsch, 
$1,000; Mrs. Marshal! Field, $2,000; theatre owner Harry E. Gould, $500: 
Mary McDonald, wife of scenic studio owner T. B. McDonald, $1,000- 
tax attorney Randolph E. Paul, $2,000; film executives Arthur M. Rapf 
and Michael Rudin, $3,000; theatre owner Simon H. Fabian, $2,500, 
and John F. Waters, representing Lee Shubert, $2,000. 
Associated with Gordon as general partner was George S. Kaufman, 
who staged ithe play and generally has a share in the producer's shows. 
The presentation was financed at $50,000, but will probably involve a 


Beecham, will do an eight-week loss of slightly less than that, as the management effected a saving by 
4 ¢ closing it after only two performances. Also, Gordon and Kaufman 
& Judd division of Columbia Art- 0 @ar were associated in the management of the Lyceum, N. Y., where the 


ists Meat. 

Orch will arrive in America Oct. | 
16, and spend its first week in Can- | 
ada. First U. S. appearance will | 
be in Boston Oct. 23. Tour will | 
extend as far south as New Orleans | 
and as far west as Madison, Wis. | 
There will be three Carnegie Hall, 
N Y.. concerts, the last, on Dec. 13, 
being orch’s final U. S. appearance. 

Orch is said to be the only one | 
in England to operate without gov- 
ernment subsidy or support. Its 
maestro, Beecham, wealthy patent 
medicine heir, reportedly has been 
supporting the orch whenever there 


LUNE UP WiiatEVET losscS "TAS? ort 
Tour is coin- 
cidental with his 70th birthday, and 
though the orch will do six con- 
certs a week, Beecham is slated to 
conduct every one. 

Orch will be the second foreign 
ensemble to visit the U. S. since 
the war. First was the French 
Orchestre National. which toured 
last fall under Charles Munch, 
with Jack Adams & Co. booking. 


66 Backers In 
‘Man’ With 606 


Kermit Bloomgarden’s produc- 
tion of “The Man,” financed for 


aeoree. 
an ~ 





$60,000, has 66 backers. There is | 


no provision for overcall. General 
partners are the producer and his 
wife, Virginia. In accord with his 
standard policy, Bloomgarden 
accepted only  small-investment 


|units and allowed no prospective 
backers to read the script of the 


play. 

Limited partners and their in- 
vestments include house manager 
George Kent, pressagent Ben 


Kornzweig, boxof:ce man Michael 


Onorato, assistant scenic designer 
John Harvey, former office assist- 
ant Flora Roberts, actress Vivian 
Smolen, $300 each; general, man- 
ager Max Allentuck, theatre owner 
Louise Beck, costumer A. M. 
Blumberg, actress Elaine Ellis, 
pressagent Samuel J. Friedman, 
writer Dsshiell Hammett, au- 
thoress Lillian Hellman, designer 
Jo Mielziner, producer Richard 


Deal on Takeove 
Of D. C.’s Belasco 


Washington, Dec. 20. 


Possibility of legit for Washing- 
ton by next April or May looms 
here as the Government and the 
American National Theatre and 
Academy are on the verge of sign- 
ing a 10-year deal for use of the 
old Belasco theatre. A spokesman 
for the Public Buildings Admin- 
istration estimated that ANTA reps 
will probably be in town next 
week to go over the proposed 
lease. Earlier, Jess Larson, Admin- 
istrator of General Services, which 
includes PBA, announced he was 
notifying ANTA that preparation 
of a draft lease for the oid theatre 
was getting under way. 
| ANTA engineers, who went over 
| the Belasco in October, figured the 
house eould be restored in three 
months, but estimated the tab at 
| oat $500,000. If the situation 
continues to shape up firmly, the 
first show is likely to be “Mister 
Roberts.” Efforts will be made to 
line up promising straight legiters 
| for the Belasco, which is too small 
ito handle musicals profitably. 
About 50 weeks’ bookings are re- 
portedly available. 

ANTA has agreed to the Govern- 
|ment’s tough term that it have a 





one-year cancellation clause in the | 


| 10-year lease. ANTA is going ahead 
| because a substantial number of 
|members of the Senate have 
| pledged themselves to vote a re- 
|imbursement of renovation ex- 
penses to ANTA if the lease is 
| terminated within the 10 years. 
_Also this depends on whether those 
men are in the Senate at that time. 
Lead in gettine Senate help was 
'taken by Senators Paul Douglas, 
of Illinois, and Ralph E. Flanders, 
of Vermont. 

One other hurdle is the heat 
problem. It will require an Act of 
Congress to have the Government 
continue to furnish heat for the 
building as it now sells heat to 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution for Constitution Hall. 
The building is currently heated 





Myers, authoress Shirland Quinn, | >Y the Government central heating 
po ow manager Jack Schlissel, | Plant because the old theatre is 
boxoffice man Morrie Seamon,| >eing used as a warehouse for 


theatre party agent Sylvia Siegler, 
organist Ethel Smith, costumer 
James Stroock, each $600. 

Also, advertising executive Har- 
old Friedlander, $900; general 
manager Herman Bernstein for 
producer Leland Hayward, Meyer 
Davis for a syndicate, Mrs. Mar- 
shall Field, cartoonist Rube Gold- 
berg, publisher Harold Guinzberg, 
stage managers Don Hershey and. 
Del Hughes, general manager 
Harry Fieishmann, scenarist Ar-| 
thur Kober, lighting technician 
Eddie Kook, agents William Lieb- | 
ling and Audrey Wood, theatrical 
textile dealer Joseph Maharam, 
ad agency owner William Wein- | 
traub, $1,200 each; theatre man- | 





Opening in Detroit ager Raymond L. Broeder, Port of 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 
Technical and artistic directors 


Mel Dinélli, theatre manager 
who will produce the 10-week Civic | Le I 400 8 
Light Opera series arrived last | uis A. tito, $2, each. | 
week to begin rehearsals for “Show | 


which opens the season Swarthout, Piatigorsky 


Boat,” 
Sunday (25) at Masonic Temple. 
The staff, in its fourth year, in- 
eludes Edward Clarke Lilly, stage 
director; Boris Kogan, conductor; 


Small, stage manager; Budd Mann, 
production manager, and Gerald 
O'Connell, general manager. Bar- 
rie O’Daniels is managing director. 

Heading “Show Boat” cast are 
Ralph Dumke, Melva Miles and 
Terry Saunders. 


| Concert field witnessed a couple 
Dan Eckley, choreographer; J. Al- of major talent swaps last week. 
bert Hurley, choral director; Fred | Soprano Gladys Swarthout, after 


|N. Y. Authority chairman Howard | 
|S. Cullman, author of the play | 





Switch Managements 





20 years with National Concert & 
Artists Corp., switched to Colum- 


| bia Artisis Mgt. Cellist Gregor 
| Piatigorsky, after 20 years with 


iwith NCAC, 


Columbia, shifted to the Sol Hurok 
management, which is affiliated 


| Treasury records. In the event this 
bill were not passed, ANTA would 
have the additional cost of instail- 
ing its own heating plant. 
Irrespective of when the lease 
_is signed, ANTA could not get 
control of the building (which will 


for a Treasury annex) until space 
is found for storing the records. 





show was housed. 

Number of the “Metropole” investors are also financially interested 
in the current road revival of “Man Who Came to Dinner,” which 
Gordon is presenting with co-authors Kaufman and Moss Hart as silent 
partners. Latter show is financed at $30,000 and the backers include 
Lena (wife of playwright Jerome) Chodorov, $600; Gould, $3,000; Paul, 
$1,200; Cella and Beisman, $1,800 and $1,200, respectively; Fabian, 
$1,500; Andrew and Thomas Geoly, of Eaves costumes,;-$600 each: Mrs. 
McDonald, $1,200; Brecher, $3,000; theatre owner Marcus Heiman, 
$4,800; James Merrill Herd, representing a syndicate, $1,200; theatrical 
fabrics dealer Joseph Maharam, $600; ticket broker Saul Lancourt, 
$600, and film executive John Byram, $600. 

Besides his “Metropole” investment, Cullman is currently a backer 
of the following Broadway’ shows: “South Pacific,” “Death of a Sales- 
man,” “Madwoman of Chaillot,” “Streetcar Named Desire,” “Detective 
Story,” “I Know My Love” (through John C. Wilson), “Kiss Me, Kate.” 
“Miss Liberty,” “Montserrat,” “Lost in the Stars” (through his stake in 
the Playwrights’ Co.), “Rat Race.” and the forthceming “Consu! ” 
“Cocktail Party,” “The Man,” “Happy Time” and “The Enchanted.” 





Leonard Sillman’s production of “Happy as Larry,” with Burgess 
Meredith starred, is financed at $75,000, with provision for a 10: 
overcall. Sillman is the sole general partner. Among the 45 limited 
partners are preduction secretary Gertrude Applebaum, representing a 
syndicate, $750; attorney Samuel Becker, $1,500; ex-actress Whitney 
Bourne Coate, $500; attorney Max Chopnick, $1,500; producer-theatre 
owner Anthony B. Farreli, $7,500; Yale economist Irving Fisher, $750; 
actor Leon Janney, $750; theatrical investor Adele Levy, $3,000; cos- 
tumer Edith Lutyens, $2,000; circus owner John Ringling North, $3,000: 
publisher Eugene Reynal, $1,500, and Dorothy Strelsin, wife of financier 
Al Strelsin, $1,500. 





Before going to New Orleans last week to absorb atmosphere for his 
forthcoming production of “The Wisteria Tree,” Joshua Logan spent 
several days in Philadelphia to look over and make script and staging 
suggestions for “Rat Race,” Garson Kanin play opening tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) at the Barrymore, N. Y. Move was a favor to the show's 
producer, Leland Hayward, with whom Logan is associated in the pre- 
sentation of “Mister Roberts,” “South Pacific” and “Wisteria.” Logan 
was in Boston during the recent “Rat Race” engagement there. but 
didn’t see the play at that time. 





Balcony seats for the American National Theatre and Academy's 
annual album, scheduled for the Ziegfeld theatre Jan. 29, have already 
been sold out. Only remaining situations are in the orchestra, where 
prices range from $12-$100. In an effort to get rid of the higher-priced 
locations, ANTA is sending out letters to potential buyers notifying 
them if bought now, the cost of the ticket can be taken off this year's 
_income tax return. Reason being everything above boxoffice price is a 

contribution to ANTA. Milton Weintraub is general manager for the 


entire project. 
GLASER HAS TILL JAN. 1 
‘Tica! preaucing eros ON N, Y, SYMPH DATES 


_ Whether a booking outfit de- 
}asked to offer one special work | 
'during March dedicated to express- | V°ted to pop and vaude attractions 
ing the ideas of international can handle 2 longhair symphony 
_understanding, human rights and tour will be known next week. 


|werld peace. Idea to set aside , i 
|March as International Theatre ooo, Gianev Actesitiee Bocking 
Month was formulated last April C°'P- has had option till Jan. 1 
by the Panel of Dramatic Arts of | to line up a two-week tour of the 
the U. S. National Commission for |N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony So- 
UNESCO, and is being sponsored ciety. Tour would start April 24, 
jointly by the American National | after the symph’s regular season, 
| Theatre and Academy. | with 14 dates to be lined up in 
A special brochure containing that many days. Associated claims 


participation ideas is being sent out , it already has eight dates penciled 
by ANTA. in. 


Push One World Idea 
For Special Legiters 


Theatrical producing groups 








_be torn down eventually to provide | | Bookers would have to sell the 


‘$0. P ACIFIC’ (NAT'L C0.) orch at between $6,000 to $8,000 a 











tor of the Pasadena Playhouse, | 


ithrough Jan. 1, 


SET FOR LA. MAY concert to make the venture a suc- 


_cess. Anyway, the touring bill 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


would run in the neighborhood of 
$60,000, all of pmhich the Society 
Arrangements have been com- | 485 to have before orch leaves 
moving out those activities now oc- pleted between Richard Rodgers, | N. Y. Half of the 60G would have 
cupying the space to be leased to Oscar Hammerstein 2d, Leland ‘© be paid in by Jan. 3, as token 
you, and for establishing and main- | Hayward and the Los Angeles Civic °f 800d faith, with balance due 10 

taining those activities in other Light Opera Assn., to bring a YS before tour starts. 
suitable quarters.” second (National) company of! Society will make no money out 
The  half-century-old Belasco | “South Pacific’ here May 22. Ed- | of the projected tour, its main in- 
would seat about 1,100 when re-| win Lester, head of the Associa-| terest being in providing the mu- 
stored. It is still not the theatre | tion, represented the Los Angeles | sicians with a couple of extra 
that National is in either size or | group in the negotiations. weeks’ work for the slack season 
location. However, the impasse be-| Company will be organized, cast between winter and summer con- 
tween the National and Equity on | and rehearsed in N. Y., with Janet Certs. The orch management ad- 
the segregation issue shows no Blair handling the Mary Martin | mits it’s been unable to set up 4 
sign of being broken. The Belasco,| role and Dickinson Eastham in Satisfactory tour, due to high op- 
of course, would operate on a non- the Ezio Pinza part. However, erating and increased transporta- 
segregation basis. it will not break in here as “Kiss tion costs, and is hopeful it can find 
Me, Kate” did this year. - There the answer in the pop field or via 

Gilmor Brown’s ‘Cricket’ | will be at least one other date Pop bookers. 

Pasadena, Dec. 20. | prior to L. A., either in the east| Last year the Philharmonic went 
Gilmor Brown, managing direc- or the midwest. out on two tours, one in the fall, 
| L. A. Civie Light Opera is pay- another in the spring, with Colum- 
takes to the boards there tomorrow | ing producers of the show around bia Artists Mat. booking the tours 
(21) in the story-teller's role in $50,000 weekly during the éight and Columbia Records contributing 
Cricket On The Hearth.” weeks it will play here at the $25,000 to cover possible losses. 
Brown also dramatized the Philharmogjc, where top gross is The 25G was needed to cover the 


Also the rental must provide 
enough money to reimburse the 
Government for “all expenses nec- 
essarily and actually incurred in 








Charles Dickens novel. Show plays $56,000 weekly. Scale remains at, ensuing deficits, while the bookers 
| $4.80 top. : | waived their fee to help out. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


are res based on Vantety’s 

1crne soMeatimates for last week (the 29th week of the season) 
end the week of last season: . 

This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

shows current.......-... ote 26 28 

bare y mm played so far by all shows ... 491 591 


Total gross for all 


current shows last week $554,200  $585.000 


otal season’s gross so far by all shows . $13,662,100 $14,154,100 
vember of new productions so far....... 20 33 
: ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Y of current touring shows reported 24 21 
wre ge} played so far by all shows 454 615 
Total road gross reported last week $442,500 $351,400 


Season's total road gross so far 





$9,814,600 $12,474,400 








Chi Slow: Kate’ Eases to $42,500, 
Detective $16,700, Salesman’ $14,600 


Chicago, Dee. 20. 


Bustling pre-holiday activity in 
the loop has_been confined to gift- 
purchasing rather than scrambling 
for tickets for any of the three 
legiters in town. Lean number of 
plays here reflects a rather slug- 
gish legit winter, despite attempts 
ef some productions to stick 
around, hoping for a change in 
pace. “Anne of the Thousand Days 
left town Sat. night (17) after a 
iwo-weck stay instead of the 
planned four because of harsh re- 
views. 

“Student Prince” will take over 
the Great Northern Christmas 
night instead of in the afternoon 
and may stay five weeks instead 
of the scheduled three. “Yes, 
M'Lord,.” Theatre Guild play set 
for the Studebaker, opens Dec. 26, 
re-lighting the theatre after a 
year’s darkness. “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” also opens Dec. 26, with 


“Madwoman of Chaillot” stili con- | 


sidered as a Guild offering after 
the first of the vear. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
Great Northern- (1,500; $4.33). 
Closed Sat. (17) after two-week 
stand: brutal over $16,000. 

“Detective Story.” 
(7th week) (1,456; $4.40). Holding 
up fairly well; $16,700. 

“Death of a Salesman, “Erlanger 
(13th week) (1,334; $4.33). Hitting 
a new low with $14,600. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (13th 
week) (2,100; $6.18). Has taken a 
sharp drop recently; $42,500. 


‘INSIDE USA’ STURDY 
$37,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 
“Inside U. S. A..” with Beatrice 
climbea to a more than 
$37.000 for its third and final 
stanza at the 1,775-seat Curran. 

Show shuttered Sat. (17), with 





“Oklahoma!” moving in for three. 


weeks. 


‘Streetcar’ $17,000 In 





Split Southern Week: 


Memphis, Dec. 2Q, 
“Streetcar Named Desire” on 
together a gross of about $17, 
in seven performances in three 
stands last week. Tennessee Wil- 
liams drama chaiked up approxi- 
mately $2,000 at a $3 top less 
tax) Monday night (12) at the 
3.300-seat Auditorium, Jackson, 
Miss. and added nearly $6,500 at 
$3.50 top in three shows Wedn 
day and Thursday (14-15) im the 
3,000-seat_ Robinson auditorium. 


Little Rock. Fina! three perform- 
ances top $8,500 at $3.50 top 
day and Saturday (16-17) in the 


2.400-seat Auditorium here. 


‘Student Prince’ OK 





$15.500 in Detroit 


“Student Prince” did en . - 
Studen nce” an okay 
$15.500 in its second week at the 
ass. “The Philadelphia Story” 


Starring Sarah Churchill, opened | 


onday (19) for a week. 


Goes 
$8.600 
The 


Yesterday” brought in only 
at the Shubert-Lafayette. 
theatre shuttered until Dec. 


- When it will present “Finian’s 
New Year's Eve pro- 


inbow.” 


40 top at 1,940-seater. 


WOOLLEY $14,500, ROCH. 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 20. 
,,plawing the first four days 
0, 


‘S) at the Er 
Winding langer, Buffa 
(16-17) 





up Friday and Saturday 


‘bly good gross of $14,500 last 
Dink. = “The Man Who Came to 


+ 


Blackstone . 


e 10-day engagement of “There 


(12- 
and 


at the Auditorium here, 
©niy Woolley pulled a reason- 





‘Philly Story’ Moderate 
$11,300 in Wk. at Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 20. 


| With Xmas shopping season, plus 
lukewarm reviews, “Philadelphia 
Story,” with Sarah Churchill and 


Jeffrey Lynn, grossed moderate 
$11,300. 
Royal Alexandra (1,525) was 


scaled at $3.60 ton 


Rat Race’ Socko 
28456 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
With legit biz definitely on the 
healthy side, considering the pre- 
holiday season, Philly’s four reg- 
ular legit houses are being booke 
solidly for the next few weeks. In 
fact, at present writing, there are 
no blank spots on the booking 

chart up to the first of February. 
Biggest trade was garnered by 
“The Rat Race” in its final stanza 
at the Forrest. Tryout clicked 








' 
; 


| 


| 


from the start, and last week went | 


to near-capacity $28.500. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Shubert (2d wk) 
(1.877; $3.90). Musical, playing 
third engagement here, got going 
on all cylinders in final session 
with sellouts starting Wednesday; 
$26,200. House dark this week, 
with “Alive and Kicking” next 
Monday (26). 

“The Rat Race,” Forrest (2d wk) 
(1.766; $3.90). Comedy tryout de- 
veloped into virtual sellout, with 
$28.500 garnered in final session. 
House dark this week, with “Arms 
and the Girl” preeming Dec. 29. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Locust 
(2d wk) (1,580; $3.90). Second ATS 
| subscription play of season 7 
$13,900 in final week. “How Long 
Till Summer” opens five-day stay 
tonight ‘Tues.) 


Blackstone, 
(1,340; $2.60). 
disappointing $5. 


Walnut (2d wk) 
Magician did very 
in last session. 


“Member of the Wedding” preems | 


Thursday (22) for 10 days. 


“HOW LONG’ MILD IN 





| 


| NEW HAVEN AT $4,700 


New Haven, Dec. 20. 


| Pre-Xmas slump, plus mild re- 
ception to play, meant light biz 
for preem of “How Long Till 
Summer” at Shubert last week 
(15-17). Four performances at 


$3.60 top clocked only a mild es- | 


‘timated $4,700. 

This week has another breakin, 
with “Dance Me a Song” in for 
a last half (22-24). Other preems 
to follow include “The Enchanted 
(29-31) and “Happy Time” (Jan. 
5-7). 





‘Finian’ Disappointing 


$16,900 in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 


j “Finian’s Rainbow,” at $4.20 top 
uction of “Finian’s” will carry @ in the 1,900-seat Lyceum for six 
nights and two matinees, ran into 
|some bad weather which, coupled 
|with the imminence of Christmas, 
disappointing return 
$16,900. Critics again 
raved over show and cast, com- 
menting on how production's high 


resuited in a 
engagement. 


standard has been maintained. 


Underlined for January are 
“Light Up the Sky” and “Mister 
Roberts.” the former for a week 


and the latter for 10 days. 


3 


‘Inside USA’ Opening 
To Perk P. A. This Wk. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Things perk up in this area this 
week with the opening of “Inside 
U. S. A.” at the lharmonic, but 
business moved at a slow pace last 
week, with only two attractions go- 
ing. “A la Carte,” musical at El 


Capitan, sagged somewhat in its | 
Doone,” at the last week on Broadway. As expected 


fifth week. “Kitt 





Bway s Pre-Xmas 


B.0. Pains Wors 


But ‘Blondes’ $46,300 First Full Wk., 


See Upturn 


Business took another header 


small Circle Playhouse, continued ed, the pre-Christmas slump was 


okay. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“A la Carte” El Capitan (1,142: 


$3.60) (5th week). Little more 
than adequate biz, dropping to 
$11,500. 

“Kitty Doone,” Circle Playhouse 
(150: $2.40) (2d week). Solid at 
$1,700. 





Other Dates Set for ‘Inside’ 

“Inside U. S. A..” which opened 
Monday night (19) for a four-week 
run at the Philharmonic audi- 
torium, Los Angeles, will next play 
a couple of weeks in the northwest- 
and two or three more weeks on 
tw> way back east, possibly wind- 
ing up with a pop-price engage- 
ment at the City Center, N. Y. A 


tab version of the revue may then | 


be booked into vaudfilm theatres. 


Arthur Schwartz production has 
earned back its initial investment. 
so it stands to make a moderate 
profit on the next few weeks’ run, 
particularly if business is as big 
as expected in Los Angeles, where 
the revue had an advance sale of 
over $50,000 

Whether or not Schwartz goes 
through with his announced plan 
for a new revue for next season. 
comprising material from his “In- 
side U.S.A.” television _ series, 
may depend on the continuation of 
the latter. If Chevrolet keeps the 
video series on the air, Schwartz 
may not have time to do a new 
legiter. 


Hepburn Wow 
$25,800 in Hub: 
‘Glove’ $8,000 


Boston, Dec. 20. 

“As You Like It,” in under Thea- 
tre Guild auspices, was the big- 
gest thing to hit town so far, this 
season on its opener here last 
week, doing near-capacity biz. The 
Shakespearean play got rave no- 
tices from all aisle-sitters, includ- 
ing a rapturous review in verse by 
the Herald’s Elinor Hughes. “The 
Velvet Glove,” opening the follow- 
ing night at the Wilbur, was gently 
and respectfully treated. “Alive 
and Kicking” did okay on its sec- 
ond week. 

No openings this 
“Happy as Larry.” “The Merry 
Widow.” “Summer and Smoke” 
and “Brigadoon” all bow on Dec. 
26. with “Dance Me a Song” on 
Dec. 27. Ahead are “The Happy 
Time.” “Design for a Stained Giass 
Window,” “The Lady from Paris” 
and the San Carle Opera Co., with 
additional prospects through 
Feb. 13. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Alive and Kicking,” Shubert 
(2d wk) (1,750; $4.80). Not too 
much improvement seen in this 
revue so far but new material is 
set for this week. Biz, meantime, 
hasn't come up to expectations; 
$21,800: current week is final. 

“As You Like It.” Colonial 
(Ist wk) (1,500; $3.60). This one, 
with the Hepburn name on the 
marquee, made a fast start; Guild 
discounts and first-nighters kept 





week but 


‘the take to about $25.800. which is 


' wk) (1,200; $3). 


plenty. 

“The Velvet Gieve,.” Wilbur (ist 
Didn't seem to at- 
tract tod much biz in this largely 
Catholic city despite church theme; 
over $8,000 ’ 


Tallulah Mops Up In 
Georgia With $23,500 


Atlanta, Dee. 20. 

Tallulah Bankhead continued her 
southern mop-up last week in 
Georgia. Starring in John C. Wil- 
son’s revival of “Private Lives,” 
the actress piled up a gross of 
$23,500 in four stands, including 
one-nighters at the Auditorium, 
Augusta, and the Albany. in Al- 
bany, and four performances 
Thursday-Saturday (15-17) at the 
Tower here. Comedy grossed al- 
most $20,000 in one-nighters the 
previous week. 

The show plays 
Montgomery and Mobile the first 
half of this week, lavs off the sec- 
ond half and plays all next week 





‘at the Poche, New Orleans. 


Birmingham, ; 


wk) (M-1,.400; $6.60). 


particularly severe on the lesser 
draws, but had at least some ef- 
fect on most of the stronger hits. 

According to precedent, attend- 
ance this week is due to be 
even lighter, but there is a feeling 
among some managements that the 
bottom was reached last week; and 
receipts Sunday and Monday (18- 
19) were up a bit. Im any case, 
next week will probably register 
the top gross total fer the season, 
after which there will be a one- 
week reaction followed by two 
months of lively business. 

Last week brought four closings: 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” “Yes, 
M’Lord,” “Regina” and “Closing 
Door.” This week brings two open- 
ings but, thus far, no scheduled 
closings. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O ‘ Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 


including 20° amusement taz. 
However, grosses are net; i.e., 
exclusive of tar. 

“As the Girls Go,” Broadway 


(48th wk) (M-1,900: $6). Michael 
Todd musical, nearing a year’s run, 
reacted further to the seasonal! lull; 
$18,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (202d 
wk) (C-940; $2.40). Longest-run 
show on the list also felt the tough 
conditions; almost $4,500. 

“Closing Door,” Empire (3d wk) 
(C-920; $4.80). Alexander Knox 
chiller couldn't withstand the criti- 
cal drubbing and the_ general 
downward trend; closed Saturday 
night (17) after 22 performances; 
final week registered about $8,000. 

“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (3d wk) 
(C-920; $4.80). Prospects still not 
clearly indicated; felt the prevail- 
ing doldrums; $13,900. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(35th wk) (D-914; $4.80). Had a 
few empty seats at the midweek 
matinee; $23,900. 

“Detective Story,” 
(39th wk) (‘(D-1,015; $4.80). 
reacted to the trend; $18,000. 

“Diamond Lil,” Plymouth (18th 


Hudson 
Also 


wk) (CD-1.063: $4.80). Has been 
feeling the downbeat; slated to 
close Jan. 7 for a road tour; 
$15,100. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (2d wk) ‘(M-1,628; $6). 


New musical smash doesn’t sell 
standing room, but went clean all 
times except the midweek matinee; 
party commissions limited the 
gross to $46,300. 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- | 


ter (30th wk) (R-2.964; $2.88). Skat- 
ing spec has been offish with the 
field recently, but should clean up 


next week on a 14-performance | 


schedule; $21,000. 

“I Know My Love,” Shubert (7th 
wk) (‘CD-1,391; $4.80). One of the 
new smashes has been playing to 
capacity; $33,800. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (50th 
wk) (M-1.654; $6). Just a few seats 
short of capacity: $45,800. 

“Lend An Ear,” Mansfield (53d 
wk) (R-1,041: $6). Slid a bit more, 
but the management hopes for a 
comeback after this week; under 
$13.000. 

“Lost In the Stars.” Music Box 
(7th wk) (M-1,012: $5.40). Had a 
few vacancies Wednesday (14); 
about $26,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Roy- 
ale (42d wk) ‘CD-1,035; $4.80). 
Ends a fine run Jan. 7 fo tour; 
shared the off-beat conditions last 
week at under $10,000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (23d 
Also reacted 
to the trend: nearly $26.500. 

“Mister Roberts.” Alvin 
wk) (CD-1.360; $4.80). Longrun 
smash also felt the declining vol- 
ume. Taking a layoff this week to 
give the cast a breather; $24,500 


last week. 

“Montserrat,” Fulton (7th wk) 
(D-976: $4.80). Has made a con- 
sistent operating profit, but has 
reacted to the end of theatre party 
bookings; getting by at $12,500. 

“Regina,” 46th St. (7th wk) (O- 
1.319: $6). Failed to make the 
grade, so folded Saturday night 
(17) after 
finaled at about $15,000. 

“South Pacific.” Majestic (36th 
wk) (M-1.659: $6). Even the gen- 
eral slump hasn't cut its regular 
standee attendance; $50,600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (107th wk) (D-1,066; $4.80). 


Finally ended a great run Satur- | 


day night (17) after 855 perform- 


(96th | 


56 performances; | 


St fi Ti © W 
week’s layoff; finaled at about 
| $17,000. 

“Texas, L’il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(4th wk) (M-1,543; $6). New tuner 
felt the slack conditions, but has 
been operating in the black and 
|is a prospect to run through the 
'spring period; $17,700. 

“That Lady,” Martin Beck (4th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Katharine 
Cornell starrer has gotten off to a 
promising start; slipped about 
| $1,800 to $21,900. 

“The Father,” Cort (5th wk) (D- 
1,064; $4.80). Has been making an 
operating profit; $10,700. 





“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst 
(10th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Has been 
getting strong attendance, with 


only matinees lightish; tapered off 
to $26,500. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(62d wk) ‘M-1,509; $6). Laying off 
this week; got $28,500 last week. 

“Yes, M’Lord,” Booth (llth wk) 
(C-712; $4.80). Shuberts’ comedy 
import couldn't get established, but 
made a small operating profit and 
paid the overhead on one of the 
firm’s less-in-demand houses; 
closed Saturday (17) after 87 per- 
formances; $6,000. 

Openings 

“Caesar and Cleopatra,” National 
(CD-1,172; $4.80). Play by George 
Bernard Shaw, revived by Richard 
Aldrich & Richard Mvers, in asso- 


ciation with Julius Fleischmann, 
has delayed premiere tonight 
(Wed.); production cost $60,000, 


can break at about $15.000-S16,000 
and has a capacity of $30,000. 

“Rat Race.” Barrymore (CD-1,- 
066; $6). Play by Garson Kanin, pre- 
sented by Leland Hayward, opens 
tomorrow night ‘Thurs.); produc- 
tion cost about $100,000, will break 
at around $17,500 and will have a 
capacity of $30,000 with a top of 
$6 Friday and Saturday nights. 

Future 

“Velvet Glove,” Monday (26), at 
Booth; “How Long Till Summer?” 
Tuesday (27), at the Playhouse; 
“She Stoops to Conquer,” Dec. 28, 
at City Center; “The Paragon,” 
Jan. 4, at the Golden, “Member of 
the Wedding,” Jan. 5. at Empire. 


MONTE CARLO BALLET 
$32,300 IN SPLIT WK. 


Houston, Dec. 20. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, in 
six performances last week Sunday 
(11) through Friday, in San Diego 
(2), Pasadena, Phoenix, Tucson 
and E) Paso, grossed an estimated 
$32,300. 
| Troupe didn’t dance Saturday 
(18), traveling to San Antonio. It’s 
playing Austin, Fort Worth and 
| Houston this week. 





‘Roberts’ Strong In 
St. Louis Bow, $25,600 


St. Louis, Dec. 20. 

With biz in the local entertain- 
ment field in a slump, “Mister 
Roberts” caught the pop fancy 
and wound up the first of a three- 
week stand at the American thea- 
tre Saturday (10) with a swell es- 
timated $25.600 for eight perform- 
ances. The 1.700-seat house was 
scaled to $4.27. 

Crix were 100° in their raves 
for the piece and the cast headed 
by Jackie Cooper. James Rennie, 
John Forsythe and Robert Burtoa. 
Management reports a good ducat 
demand for the rema two 
weeks that closes New Year's Eve, 
when the scale will be $6.10, 


‘Light Up Sky’ 11G 
| In 7 of Split Week 


Columbus O., Dec. 20. 
“Light Up the Sky,” with Sam 
_Levene heading the cast, regis 
/tered a total gross of about $11,- 
000 in seven performances spread 
over four stands last week. Come 
'edy got over $6,000 in three show- 





‘ings in Dayton, Louisville and 
| Springfield, an added _ nearly 
| $5,000 in four times, ending Sat- 


I~ night (17), at the Hartman 
ere. 

Show lays off this week and 
plays all next week at the David- 
son, Milwaukee. 


‘Alice’ for Concord, N. H. 
Concord, N. H., Dec. 20. 
Inaugurating their 20th season, 
the Concord Community Players 
presented “Alice in Wonderland,” 
directed by Kurt Graff, at the City 
Auditorium, Dec. 16 and 17. 
| The company secured original 





_ costumes used when the fantasy 


|ances, and will go on tour after a was produced in New York. 








LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, December 21, 1949 





Plays Out of Town 


How Long Till Summer 


New Haven, Dec. 15. 
Leon J. Bronesky and Edward M. Gil- 
bert production of drama in_two acts by 
Sarett and Herbert Rudley. Features Josh 
White. Directed by Herbert Rudley; sets 
and lighting by Ralph Alswang; costumes 
y Smiley. = at Shubert the- 
atre, New Haven, b ee Fy BH 
on © ye eeeneeenee John White, Jr. 
Sam Gilman 
: Ida James 
vktawdes , Evelyn Davis 
...Milten Williams 
Leigh Whipper 
Josh White 


Josh Jeffers . 
Mr. Burns 
} ew Jeffers. 


ary 
Harold Carver 
Al Gaige : 
Mathew Jeffers 
Dr. Dan Benson 


Mrs. Dexter Fredi Washington 
Fred Johnson Arthur O’Connell 
Harlan Maxwell Glanville 
A Man Peter Capell 





If this new drama falls through 
when it hits Broadway (due Dec. 
27) a major contributing factor 
might well be a lack of sufficient 
time to rework the present script 
into more acceptable shape. As of 
its premiere, play is somewhat in 
the status of a dinner which, while 
containing good individual courses, 
does not blend as a completely sat- 
isfying meal. 

Play, which is a combination of 
fact and fantasy (latter through the 
medium of nightmares affecting a 
child player), is too short as is. 
Elimination of this liability could 
be accomplished readily by inser- 
tion of added sequences depicting 
further mental disturbances to the 
child. Another fly in the ointment 
is the authors’ apparent uncer- 
tainty as to exactly what they mean 
to emphasize. While certain angles 
of the play do revolve around the 
racial-relationship theme, basically 


the script is the story of a man who | 
builds his philosophy on the prem- 


ise that his family’s happiness de- 
pends solely on his acquisition of 
money—regardless of how that 
money is procured. It is the oscil- 
lation between these two elements 
that brings wonder as to just what 
the writers are trying to prove. 


The theme of monetary value 
misconception has been presented 
many times heretofore, which 
means that its acceptance now will 
be governed by novelty, or skill, 
of presentation. Novelty there is, 
through a dual scenic setup, which 
has action shifting back and forth 
from the reality of a living room 
segment to imaginary episodes 
within a small boy’s bedroom. Skill 
there is, too, in the portrayal of 
various roles that get excellent in- 
terpretation. It is the bolstering 
of these assets that can lift the 
overall production to a level of 
more sustained interest. 


Incidentally, an osculation se- 
quence invoWing the male Negro 
lead and a character assumed by 
the audience to be white (although 
actually she is not) is a red herring 
that conveys a false impression of 
implied racial tolerance. Actually 
it serves only to confuse. 

Mathew Jeffers (Josh White) has 
come a long way in his battle to 
overcome an early life of poverty 
and racial prejudice. On the way 
up, he has aligned himself with a 
racketeer boss and eventually be- 
comes involved in a housing deal 
that causes 11 deaths when the 
place burns down. This factor is 
about to be used against him in his 
campaign for Congress, and devel- 
opments have Jeffers’ best friend, 
Dr. Benson, earmarked for a rub- 
out as the man who possesses the 
evidence that can ruin Jeffers’ 
chances. 

Meanwhile, the Jeffers son has 
been given a rough going-over, on 
racial grounds, by the drunken 
father of the child’s white play- 
mate. The lad returns home but 
the episode has such an effect on 
him that he undergoes a series of 
nightmares that enlarge upon the 
— boy has been given by 

e so 


Moving back and forth between 
the Negro father’s political prob- 
lems and the son's hallucinations, 
curtain comes down on a tense 
scene which has the boy cracking 
up mentally as his mother rushes 
to the phone to = her husband 
for his part in the fatal housing 
holocaust. 

Josh White, getting away from 


his singing chores, has an oppor- | 


tunity here to register in a heav- 
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Frank Wilson | 


_the secretary. The 
Staged, too, and han 
duced. 


ily dramatic role. He is excellent 
when he is active in his part but 
as yet hasn't caught the knack of 
being natural while the emphasis 
shifts to other characters. This is | 
a matter of added playing for cor- 
rection. As the boy, Josh White, | 
Jr., gives a performance that’ 
stamps him as a moppet thesp of 
top-drawer proportions. The ’s 
stint can serve as a substantial pil- | 
lar in supporting the overall struc- | 
ture. | 

Frank Wilson gives sympathetic | 
reading as the doctor family friend; 
Peter Capell contributes an out-| 
standing cameo as the racketeer’s 
trigger-man; Sam Gilman ig good 
as the drunken father; Leigh Whip- 
per does okay by an editor's role; 
Ida James is still in the process of 
extracting the best values from her 
part as the wife and mother; 
Charles Taylor adds another mop- 
pet performance that clicks. 

Dialog is well written, and sev-. 
eral scenes, per se, stand out from 
the scripting angle. Staging by 
Herbert Rudiey points up a situa- 
tion that frequently confronts an 
author-director. Unless blessed | 
with genius in both categories, a 
writer who stages his own brain- 
child often overlooks elements that 
are readily apparent to an outsider 
looking in. It may be that objec- 
tive handling of the production 
from here in can tap hit-making 
sources. 

Major setting of living quarters 
has been well conceived and exe- 
cuted. Bone. 


The Velvet Glove 


Boston, Dec. 14. 
Guthrie McClintic production of yo 
ars 


Grace George 


Hampden 
Staged by McClintic; set, Donald Oens 
lager. At Wilbur, Boston, Dec. 13, “4 
$3.60 top. 
Mary Renshaw ie Barbara Brady 
Mother Hildebrand... ..Grace George 
Sister Athanasius........ Muriei Starr 
| Sister Lucy...........-.+ Naomi Riordan 
Mr. Bartem.........ccceces. Ben Lackland 


James Noble 


Professor Pearson 
ist Jean Dixon 


Sister Monica 
Bishop Gregory......... : 
Father Benton .. 
Monsignor Burke 


er Davis 
Walter Hampden 





| A good, well-written opus, “The 
Velvet Glove” is nonetheless far 
too specialized to make any im- 
pression at the b.c., even with 
Grace George and Walter Hampden 
on the marquee. Only adds up to 


John Williams | 
will 


‘Blossom Time’ Fair 
$11,000 in Cleveland 
Cleveland, Dec. 20. 


The Shuberts’ revival of “Blos- 
som Time,” playing its umpty- 


Hanna last week, drew only a fair 
number of patrons from Christmas 
shopping. Sigmund Romberg oper- 
etta grossed about $11,000 on the 
eight-performance stand. 
Production is playing the Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, this week. 


SMALL-TOWN CIRCUIT 





MAPS LEGIT CHOICE 


At least one legit play, with an 
Equity cast, will be booked next 
spring over the small-town circuit 
of Municipal Concerts. The show 
will be selected within the next 
week or two by Joanna Albus and 
Williant Rozan, Municipal Con- 


certs heads, who are currently in| 


New York to line up attractions. 


Besides the regular play, they'll | 


also sign a children’s play (also 
with an Equity cast) and a num- 
ber of concert artists. 

Municipal Concerts is active in 
about 300 small towns (2,500-15,- 
000 population) in 22 states. This 
will be the first time in its five- 
year history that 
legit productions. 
ing attractions, it assists in local 


it has booked 


subscription campaigns and, in| 
cases where the local organization | 
faiis.-to int up ensugh members| 


‘to pay for a series, the firm guar- 
jantees to make up the difference 
in order to supply bookings for at 
least three dates. 

Outfit headquarters in Houston. 


. Before joining Municipal Concerts, 
- Miss Albus headed a stock com- 
* pany in Houston. 


Previous to that 
she stage managed several, Broad- 
way shows and was associated with 
Margo Jones in the formation and 
operation of the latter’s. Theatre 
47, Dallas. 

Incidentally, Florence Britton, of 
the staff of the American National 
| Theatre & Academy, in New York, 
leaves Jan. 4 to join Municipal 
Concerts. She will have a travel- 
ing assignment involving audience 
organization. Her successor has 
not been selected by ANTA. 





ple of notable moments. | ‘Okla.’ $26,800 in 6 At 


The situation finds a professor | 


of European history in a Catholic 
school for girls in trouble through 
an irresponsible news story sug- 
gesting that he is a commie. The 


| Sacramento, Tacoma 


Sacramento, Dec. 20. 
| Despite a long train jump that 


Besides supply- | 


Harold C. Jacoby is company 


ceeding Mike Goldreyer, 


shifted to a similar assignment 
with “Alive and Kicking” ... 
Tennessee Williams is in Key 
West, working on a new play... 
Saul Kaplan is house manager of 
the Colonial, Boston, with Harry 
Mirsky handling the Wilbur there. 
. .«. Producer-theatre owner An- 
thony B. Farrell is taking next 
| week off to go skiing in Vermont. 
; Manning Gurian going to 
Dallas the first week in January 
far the final rehearsals of “An Old 
Beat-Up Woman,” which Marge 
Jones and he will co-present on 
Broadway in February . . . Colum- 
bia U. hasn't yet appointed a 
finance committee to raise funds 
for its proposed school of the 
theatre. 

David Brooks, who’s been study- 
ing in Italy, planed to New York 
last week, but returns after the 





holidays. He has an option on the | 
‘Italian production § rights to 
|“Brigadoon,” in which he ap- 


| peared on Broadway... Legit press- 
|agent Anthony Buttitta has writ- 
ten the book for a musical comedy, 
|“The Enchanted Inn,” suggested 
by Carle Goldoni’s “La Locan- 
diere,” which he read in the orig- 
inal as part of a course in Italian 
he took last summer on the Coast. 
No one is set to supply the music 
and lyrics... Edward Groag has 
succeece2 William Hansen as the 
| woodearver in “Montserrat.” at the 
| Fulton, N. Y...With “As the Girls 
Go” Continuing indefinitely at the 
Broadway, N. Y., “Alive § and 
Kicking” will probably go into the 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Howard Newman, who takes over 
'as advance publicist for “Mad- 
/woman of Chaillot,” when it goes 
on tour, makes his professional bow 
as a hypnotist at a Knights of 
| Pythias meeting in Brooklyn Fri- 
day (23). ..John Huntington, sched- 
luled to produce “Edge of the 
| Sword” on Broadway, left last week 
|for Florida, where he'll remain un- 
til Jan. 3. 
| Cy Feuer and Ernest Martin, 
| producers of “Where's Charley?” 
'and the forthcoming “Guys and 
| Dolls,” are interested in “My Darl- 
|}in’ Aida,” the Charles Friedman 
|adaptation of the Verdi opera, 
which Lee Sabinson is also consid- 
ering .. . Cheryl Crawford, whose 
| “Regina” and “Closing Door’ pro- 





ductions folded Saturday (17), has 
gone to Connecticut to rest until 
| after the Christmas-New Year holi- 
‘days. Her presentation of a mu- 


prof, a young convert to Catholi-|cut its playing week to six per- | sical by Alan Jay Lerner and Fred- 


cism, is in love with the secretary | 


to Mother Hildebrand, head of the 
‘religious order running the school, 
and when the bishop decides to 
fire the professor, everybody rallies 
/to keep the historian on the job. 

Thus, though the basic yarn is 
'a love story, the entire conflict 
consists of a wordy, lengthy and 
‘chiefly religious duel between 
_Mother Hildebrand (Grace George) 


formances, “Oklahoma!” chalked 
up a total gross of almost $26,800 
last week. Rodgers-Hammerstein 


yed three performances 
Mon ay-Wednesday at the 1,629- 
Temple, in Tacoma, and wound up 
with three more showings Friday- 
Saturday (16-17) at the 4,400-seat 
Auditorium here. 

Theatre Guild production 
opened last night (Mon.) at the 


musical > 





and the irascible bishop (John 


Curran, San Francisco, for a three- 


| Williams), with an assist, for her | week stand. 


side, by Sister Monica iJean 
Dixon) and Monsignor Burke (Wal- | 
ter Hampden). The bishop final- | 
‘ly reverses his decision on the de-— 
velopment that, if he doesn’t, the | 
| money for his new seminary won't 
|be forthcoming, a device that 
seems none too flattering under the 
circumstances. 

Although it is a highly literate 
piece of work with good dialog, 
touches of charm and humor (most 
of it developing from the incon- , 
| gruity of religious people making 
worldly or “human” remarks), it re-| 
/mains a slow-moving vehicle for) 
the setting forth of Catholic 
values, with some emphasis on 
scholastic liberalism. 
| No play ever got a better per- 
formance from the stars, however. 
Both Grace George, as the saint- 
like nun, and Walter Hampden, 
‘as an arthritic monsignor with a 
vast reservoir of kindliness and 
wisdom, are completely convincing 
in their roles, which they do with 
enormous elevation of spirit. John 
Williams conveys a remarkable 
portrait of the bishop, and Jean 
| Dixon is superb as the outspoken | 
nun. These four carry the show, 
though James Noble turns in a 
good performance as the profes- | 
sor, and Barbara Brady is good as | 
play is well | 
somely pro- 
It holds the audience it 
attracts by its very nature, but | 








that audience is too special. too |; 
| hard to round up. i 





Elie. | 


Seattle’s New Theatre 

Seattle, Dec. 20. 
New legit theatre will be opened | 
here Jan. 5, when the Cirque Play- | 
house presents “Springtime for | 
Henry.” Group is headed by Gene 
Keene and Jack Wright, and pur- | 
pose is to utilize wealth of legit 
talent around Seattle. ‘ 





College Show 


Heart of Gold 
(HARVARD) 


Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 14. 
Hasty Pudding Club preduction (102d) 
of musical in two acts (10 scenes), with 
book and lyrics by William S. Wheeling; 
music by William S. Wheeling and Rus- 
sell Ames; directed by James MacAllen; 
sets, Gerhardt Liebmann; costumes, Paul 
Etter; production executed by Charles H. 
Blake. At the Hast “oe 

ruin, Mass., Dec. 13, *49. $4.80. 











She wick H. wr. 3 
Alabama St. John .Wayne A. 
Ap 2 Annie Albert F. ha A Jr. 
vin Blake............ . Hugh Shepley 
Mariah Blake ......... Peter Davis pibbis 
Kaye Winslow ....... Lansing mont 
Hank Crawford ..... Wilfred M. Pickles 
Cheryl Brown.............. Kerry Lyne 
Randy Murphy..... P. r Dixon 
Cairo Windham... Frederick K. Nard 
Cynara St. John........ Nicholas Benton 





For its 102d annual production, 
Harvard's Hasty Pudding Club has, 
as in the past, managed to dish up 
an amusing and entertaining opus. 
The current one is tabbed “Heart 
of Gold” (referring to the leading 
character, an ex-stripteaser). What 
plot there is winds its way around 
the difficulties of a broken-down 
strawhat company attempting td 
operate in a hick town while being 
badgered by a couple of rural 
busybodies. 

With this theme to work on, the 
all-male cast has plenty of oppor- 
unity to give out with comic and 
lusty lines, sing some fairly tune- 
ful songs and go through the stand- 
ard undergrad laughgetter of 
dressing as femmes and horsing 
through dance routines. In fact, 
a Charleston routine done by the 
chorus togged out in mid-’20s cos- 
tumes, aided by nostalgic memories 
of the old grads, was a show-stop- 
per when caught. A more serious 


erick Loewe or one by John La- 
touche and Jerome Moross may be 
ready by spring .. . Vivienne Se- 
gal will be the femme lead in 
“Great to Be Alive.” which Mary 
Hunter will direct for Vinton 
Freedley. 


Leo G. Carroll and Nina Foch 
will be the leads in Leonard Lee’s 
“Hang Together”... T. 8S. Eliot’s 
“Cocktail Party.” which Gilbert 
Miller and Henry Sherek will pre- 
sent on Broadway late in January, 
opened a tryout tour Monday night 
(19) in Brighton, England, with 
Alec Guinness, Robert Flemyng. 
Cathleen Nesbitt, Eileen Peel and 
Irene Worth in the cast ... Win- 


Ann Lee and Richard Charlton is 
the Sombrero playhouse, Phoenix, 
not El Teatro, Santa Fe, as erra- 
_tumed. 


| Text of “That Lady.” Kate 
O’Brien play starring Katharine 
Cornell, will be published by 
Harper Bros. in January .. . Joan 
Blondell underwent surgery last 
week for an infected hand .. . 





and Cleopatra” .. . Irving Cooper 
| =p er, Joseph Heidt p.a. of “As 
ou 
_ manager of the touring “Lady from 
Paris” .. . Ledewick Vroom man- 
ager, George Ross p.a. of “How 
Long Till Summer” . . . Richard 


manager of Paper Mill playhouse, 
Millburn, N. _ 


Press Agents & Managers, to com- 

pany-manage “Gentlemen Prefer 

Blondes,” has a $4,000 piece of the 

show .. . Newlysadmitted into the 

union’s Yiddish group 
n 


der “new blood” clause .. . 
Zolotow, poetry editor of the N. Y. 
Times, will give a reading’ of his 
verses at the next meeting of the 
Drama Desk. 

Screen rights to Lillian Hell- 
man’s ‘““Montserrat” have been sold 
by producer Kermit Bloomgarden 
to Anatole Litvak for $40,000 plus 
a percentage of the profits. 
producer rge Abbott has sold 
his musical of two seasons ago, 





waltz routine earlier failed to click, 
(Continued on page 53) 


“Look, Ma, I'm Dancing’,” to Para- 
mount for a reported price of $60,- 


ter stock company operated by 


Harold Wise is manager and Wil- 
liam Fields pressagent of “Caesar 


ke It” .. . Paul Trebitsch | 


Highley succeeds Edgar Runkle as 26- 


Alexander Cohen, recently ad- 
mitted to the Assn. of Theatrical | 


is Aron | 
- . . Edward Duryea Dowl-— 

ing has applied for atuitense wa 
am 


And | 


| 000-$75,000 . Pressagent John 


‘manager of “Lend an Ear,” suc-| Peter Toohey bought a house at 
umpth return at the 1,435-seat | 


Croton-on-Hudson, N. Y Sec- 


who | ond-night critics will catch “Caesar 


,and Cleopatra” tomorrow night 
| (Thurs.) ... N. Y. C. investigations 
‘commissioner John M. Murtagh 
shed the cast on his fractured 
‘ankle yesterday (iTues.) ... The 
|League of N. Y. Theatres has 
|tabled the Edward L. Bernays re- 
/port and has asked the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Mana- 
gers to submit a plan for publiciz- 
ing legit on a national scale ._. 
Composer Jule Styne (“Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes,” “High Button 
Shoes”) will become a producer 
next summer with the presentation 
of “Meet the Lady,” with a book 
by Anita Loss and music and lyrics 
by Hugh Martin. 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 19-31) 








“Alive and Kicking”—Shubert, 
Boston (19-24); Shubert, Phila. (26- 
31). 

“Arms*and the Girl”—Forrest, 


Phila. (26-31). 

“As You Like Itt’ — Colonial, 
Boston (19-24); Hartman, Colum- 
bus, O. (26-31). 


Ballet Theatre — Auditorium, 
Chicago (26-31). 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street”— 
Cass, Detroit (26-31). 


“Blossom Time” — Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (19-24); Erlanger, 
Buffalo (28-29); Auditorium, Ro- 
chester (30-31). 

“Brigadoon” — Court Square, 


Springfield, Mass. (19-21); Colonial, 
Boston (26-31). 

“Dance Me a Song”—Shubert. 
New Haven (22-24); Shubert, Bos- 
ton (26-31). 

“Death of a Salesman”—Erlang- 
er, Chicago (19-31). 

“Detective Story” — Blackstone, 
Chicago (26-31). 

“Finian’s Rainbow”—Vocational 
High School, La Crosse, Wis. (18- 


19); Orpheum, Davenport (20); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids (21); KRNT 
theatre, Des Moines (22-24): Shu- 


bert-Lafayette, Detroit (26-31). 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” — Harris, 
Chicago (26-31). 
“Happy As Larry” — Plymouth, 
Boston (26-31). 
“Harvey” — Hanna, 
(26-31). 
“High Button Shoes”—Robinson 


Cleveland 


Aud., Little Rock (19-20); Aud, 
Memphis (21-24); Memorial Aud, 
Joplin, Mo. (26); Forum, Wichita 


(27); Convention Hall, Tulsa (29); 
Home, Oklahoma City (30-31). 

“How Long Till Summer”—Lo- 
cust, Phila. (19-24). 

“Inside U.S. A.”—Philharmonic 
Aud., Los Angeles (19-31). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Chi- 
cago (19-31). 

“Light Up the Sky”—Davidson, 
Milwaukee (26-31). 

“Man Who Came to Dinner”’— 
Hanna, Cleveland (19-24); Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (26-31). 

“Member of the Wedding” — 
Walnut, Phila. (19-31). 

“Merry Widow”—Opera House, 
Boston (26-31). 

“Mister Roberts”—American, St. 
Louis (19-31). 

“Oklahoma!”—Curran, San Fran- 
cis@® (19-31). 

“Paragon”—Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (29-31). 

“Philadelphia Story”—Cass. De- 
— (19-24); Cox, Cincinnati (26- 

“Private Lives"—Temple, Birm- 
ingham (19-26); Lanier Aud., Mont- 
gomery (21); Murphy Aud., Mobile 
(22); Poche, New Orleans (26-31). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” (No. |) 
—Locust, Phila. (26-31). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” (No 2) 
—Tower, Atlanta (26-31). 

“Student Prince” — Cox, Cincin- 
nati (19-24); Great Northern. Chi- 
cago (26-31). 

“Summer and Smoke” — Ford's 
pi (19-24); Wilbur, Boston 
( . 

“The Enchanted”—Shubert, New 
| Haven (29-31). 

“Velvet Glove”—Wilbur, Bosion 
(19-24). 

Webster-Shakespeare — McCar- 
ter, Princeton (29-31). 
| “Yes, M’Lord” — Studebaker, 
Chicago (26-31). 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Dance Me A Song” -—— Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 
_ “Design For a Stained Glass 

Window” — William Berney & 
| Howard Richardson. 
| “Enchanted” — David Lowe & 
| Richard Davidson. . 

“Happy Time” — Richard Ro- 
gers & Oscar Hammerstéin, Ii. 

“Merry Widow” (road) — Lee & 
J. J. Shubert. 

“Paragon”—John Shubert. 

“The Man” — Kermit Biloom- 
garden, 


? 
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Literati 








ECA's Pocket Books Deal 


: New York, 





ready, has BGA docs for Germany 

etherlands. 
one A has also renewed for dis- 
iribution contracts with the follow- 
ing: Time, N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
New American 
Liverature, Duel, 
larcourt, Brace, | 
eee University Press, 
5 Knopf, Viking Press. 


4. 


Sloan & Pearce, 
Harper & Bros.; 
Alfred 





Hannagan Exits Las Vegas 

Steve Hannagan has shuttered 
his Las Vegas office at the end of 
a vear’s contract to publicize the 
Nevada city. Branch had _ been 
supported jointly by the Union 
Pacific and the L. V. Chamber of 
Commerce and the venture had 
been suggested by U. P. prez 
George Ashby, who has_ since 
bowed out of that post. Reason 
for terminating the deal is that 
other cities on the railroad’s route 
also wanted plugging. 

Hannagan will continue to work 
for U. P. and Sun Valley, which 
the road owns. 





Argentine’s Author Bite 

In light of pending fegisiation in 
Argentina for a 2% bite on gross 
receipts of theatres to pay for pix 
literary properties, Authors League 
of America is taking steps to in- 
sure payment of the share belong- 
ing to U. S. writers. At a recent 
council meeting, prexy Oscar Ham- 
merstein II was authorized to name 
a committee to study the situation. 
Screen Writers Guild execs will 
be consulted on any moves in that 
direction by the League. 

Authors League is also investi- 
gating methods for unthawing 
frozen funds abroad. A planning 
committee, headed by Arthur 
Schwartz, will study the possibil- 
itv of getting dollars via operations 
of the Economic Cooperation Ad- 
ministration. 





Facenda’s Fourth Estate Award 


John Facenda, WIP  ‘¢Philly) 
news commentator, won the edi- 
torial award of the Fourth Estate 
Square Club, Masonic organization 
of newsmen. The award is to be 
given a radio broadcaster for the 
first time and Facenda shares it 
with Vineent E. Clark, editorialist 
for the Philadelphia Daily News. 

Facenda’s talk on behalf of a 
City College for Philadelphia 
earned him the honor and by a 
coincidence it was Clark's editorial 
on the same theme which brought 
him the plaque. 


Strand, English Mag, Folds 

Unable to meet rising costs, The 
Strand, 59-year old English mag. 
is closing shop with 
issue. Publication has found itself 
unable to make ends meet. despite 
# circulation of 100,000 and a sub- 
stantial amount of advertising. 

Mag, currently issued in a pock- 





et edition, was full sized before. 


the war. Since its inception in 
1891, it has featured all of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock 
Holmes yarns, in addition to works 
by Rudyard Kipling. P. G. Wode- 
house and H. G. Wells. 


West's One-Man War 
_Oddest one-man war ever car- 
ried to success by a pressagent is 
George West's determination to 
et newsboys out of the traffic 
anes around L. A. West, a Hol- 
lywood p. a., began his crusade 
several years ago against the 
dance of death.” First result was 
to get him in the doghouse per- 
sonally with downtown city desks. 
Civic i dettedae and service 
clubs all dodged the hot potato, des- 
pite records which show that half a 
dozen newsboys are killed annual- 
“ons = ne, injured 
rying to e rs in 

the middle of the — 
About the only ple who 
backed him up were the teamsters 
and newsboys themselves. Typical 
example of the casualties was one 
newsboy who was clipped by a 
drunken driver. Cop refused to 
arrest the driver. arguing the 
newsboy had no business in the 
middle of the street anyway. News- 
h Y spent 18 months in the county 
ospital. He sold the L. A. Times 





exclusively but the daily reported-_ 


4 didn't even send him a tear 
: eet during his leng conva- 
escence. 
ne om finally got the story before 

© grand jury, but doubted if 
anything would come of it. Jury, 
—_ ever, defying downtown dailies. 
oted an inquiry and demanded the 
“ity council pass an ordinance bar- 
ring middle-of-the-street sales of 


Library of World| 


its March | 


newspapers. West says L. A. is) 


the only city of any size that al- 
lows the traffic hazard. 

Best thing about it is that West 
has lost no clients. 


Authers Guild Revenue Plan 


Authors Guild has moved to 
drep the assessment plan in force 
for the last two years in favor of 





;an arrangement of voluntary con- 


tributions by the members. 
cision by the organization's council 
must be endorsed by the member- 
ship, which originally passed the 
assessment plan by referendum 
There's believed to be little chance 
of a reversal. 

Instead of a hoped-for revenue 
of $40,000, the assessment plan 
produced only about $5,000. Be- 
sides being unenforceable, it 
proved so unpopular that the or- 
ganization actually lost member- 
ship while it was in effect. New 
plan is to ask established authors 
to make sizeable donations to 
the treasury, since the income 
from $15 annual dues is insuffi- 
cient to carry on the Guild's activi- 
ties. 

The Guild, with a membership 
of about 2.000, is a subsidiary of 
the Authors League of America 
Latter organization, also including 
the Dramatists Guild, Screen Writ- 
ers Guild and Radio Writers Guild 
‘and the semi-official Television 
Writers Guild) has a combined 
membership of around 10,000. 


Danes’ U. S. Comics 

Almost all Danish dailies carry 
American comic strips now. B. T., 
whose rapid growth has been at- 
tributed to the two daily pages 
of strips. lost its oldest strip, 
“Peter og Ping,” when Denmark's 
most beloved artist, Storm Peter- 





sen, died. Its place was taken by 
“Blondie.” 
Berlingske Tidende uses old 


“Peter and Ping” cartoons every 
day. They have daily drawings for 
26 years to choose from. 





CHATTER 


Bruce Jacobs is now editor of 
Stag 

David Chandler's profile on Wil- 
liam Wyler to appear soon in Col- 
lier’s. 

Lamont Buchanan has resigned 
from staff of Short Stories and 
Wierd Stories. 

Ralph Hancock, author of “Fabu- 
lous Boulevard,” is batting out biog 
of Doug Fairbanks, Sr. 

Carlton Brown has resigned as 
editor of Eye, a Goodman publica- 
tion, with Dan Merrin taking the 
post 

American Quarterly’s winter is- 
sue has article by Leon Reisman, 
“Cinema Technique and Mass Cul- 
ture.” 

William B. Hart has shifted from 
the American Magazine as fiction 
editer to Red Book with the same 
position on latter mag. 

The fourth edition of Ivy Crane 
Wilson's “Hollywood Album” 
makes its appearance Jan. 1 in 
England. Published by Sampson- 
Low. , 

Douglas Crane is readying a new 
version of “Film Parade.’ Book. 

ublished by Sampson-Low. Eng- 
and, sold over 250,000 copies last 
year. 

John Wilstach has sold the Brit- 
ish rights of a serial, “Turn Back 
the Clock.” which originally ap- 
peared in Mac Lean’s of Canada, 
a weekly. 

Mack Sennett is going literary 
with a novel, “The Romantic 
Twist,’ based on his Hollywood ex- 
periences, for publication by 
Doubleday. 

Happy Marriage is out as a sep- 


arate publication, and is blended 


into The Woman, beginning with 
Jan. 20 issue. Ann Roosevelt has 
resigned as editor. 

Liberty magazine is folding its 
Hollywood office. Liza Wilson will 
continue to write movie reviews 
for the book and will freelance to 
national magazines. 

Time doing a cover story on 
Carol Channing since her “Gentle- 
man Prefer Blondes” click. Roger 
Hewlett, who normally does for- 
eign. but who has a versatile rov- 
ing assignment, is writing it; Jean 
Sulzberger is researching. She's 
also being profiled in Collier's Jan. 
7 by John Keating. 


U. of Wash. Troupe 


Preps for New Tour 
Seattle. Dec. 20. 

After giving 96 shows in 45 cities 

and towns in Eastern Washington 

and Oregon, the U. of Washing- 

ton’s Touring Theatre cast is back 

in Seattle. Troupe will put on 10 

shows at the Music Hall theatre 

here. then hit the road again. to 

Western Oregon and British Co- 
lumbia. 








College Show 


=Z=_=~=e continued from page 52 
Heart of Gold 





as did a slight attempt at Shake- 
speare, which clear ates 
that college music should stick 


to the comedy angle, especially 
with husky guys dressed as gals. 

Probably the outstanding per- 
formance was turned in by Nicho- 
las Benton, as the SS. 
who, although leaving much to be 
desired in femme garb and with 
practically no singing voice, man- 
aged to overcome these deficits 
with neat stage know-how. Fred- 
erick Gwynne, as the hick sheriff. 
and Hugh Shepley and Peter Davis 
Dibble, as the bluenosed Mr. and 
Mrs. Blake, scored heavily, espe- 
cially in a vocalizing stint, “Our 
Fair City.” Roger Butler displayed 
some nifty acro dancing, and John 
F. Keogh injected a bit of ballet 
for nice response. Although the 
rest of the principals were ade- 
quate, Lansing Lamont, as the 
strawhatter’s leading lady, was too 
beefy and expressionless to be 
plausible. 

The sets by Gerhardt Liebman 
and the costumes by Paul Etter 
were excellent, and the entire pro- 
duction, executed by the Charles 
H. Blake Co., gave the proceed- 
ings a solid professional flavor 
The music by William S. Wheeling 
and Russell Ames was not particu- 
larly outstanding, with “Here Is 
Life,” “I Need a Man Around” and 
“My Love Won't Let Me Be Bored” 
the moact tuneful. . A few more pro- 
fessional sounds from the orches- 
tra pit would have helped, too 
However, the whole adds up to a 
neat bit of entertainment and one 
doesn't have to be an old grad to 
enjoy it. Elie. 


Pemberton Skeds 
‘Etchings’ Rehearsals 


Brock Pemberton goes into re- 
hearsal in about a week with his 
next production, “Mr. Barry's 
Etchings,” Walter Bullock and 
Daniel Archer comedy for which 
David Niven and John Alexander 
are probable leads. The producer 
and Margaret Perry will share the 
staging assignment. Play is ex- 
pected to open at the 48th Street 
theatre, N. Y., after a road tryout 

Checks for $10,000 were sent out 
last week by Pemberton as a par- 
tial refund on his reeent presenta- 
tion, “Love Me Long,” which was 
financed for $50,000. Another. 
smaller amount will be distributed 
shortly. 








750G Aud for Warren (0O.) 
Warren, O., Dec. 20. 
City of Warren will get a public 
auditorium and music hall of 
2,500-seat capacity, to cost about 
$750.000. next year, following final 
judgment on the will of William 
D. Packard by Probate Court 
Judge Sydney W. Jones. 


Off-B’way Shows 


The Burning Busk 
(ROOFTOP THEATRE, N. Y.) 
If it were not known to be factual 

in content, “The Burning Bush” 
would seem like a flagrantly con- 
trived work to show the plight of 
the Jew as a minority race. As it 
stands, the play is a carbon of the 
famed Tiza-Eslazar trial as it took 
place in Hungary in 1882-1883. The 
seemingly never-ending timeliness 
of the case, in which a group of 
Jews were framed on a charge of 
murdering a young Christian girl 
to use her blood in a ritual cere- 
mony, adds to the effectiveness of 
the production, which is being of- 
fered by the Dramatic Workshop. 
As the trial progresses, the 
stupidity and ridiculousness of the 
actual proceedings tend to become 
annoying. It’s on this score, plus 
the fact that a courtroom play 
usually has two strikes against u 
to begin with, that commercial 
presentation of the work in a 
Broadway house would be risky. 
But this does not keep it from be- 
ing a potent denunciation of both 
religious and racial prejudices. 
The large cast of 32 handle their 
roles with assurance. Claude 
Traverse portrays the defending 
attorney with the awareness of one 
who knows when the deck is 
stacked against him. Paul Ran- 
som is properly vicious as an in- 
fluential politician, strongly anti- 
Semitic. while Dalton Dearborn 
creates a pathetic figure as the 
Jewish youth who for some un- 
explainable reason, testifies that he 
saw his father and a number of 
other men perform the ceremony 
As a poor Jewish seaman, accl- 
dentally involved in the case, David 
Hersko turns in a top performance, 
and Jack Creley is effectively 
menacing as the then-counterpart 
of a Gestapo agent. In the role of 




















-SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


», By Frank Scully 








Nutley, N. J., Dee. 17. 


While working on the Psychiatric Word Book of Hollywood, a five- 
year pan, I almost quit cold on learning that people whose voices have 
long been muted may suddenly start singing due to surgery. This is 
quite a switch from “Johnny Belinda,” where the thing was done by a 
physician instead of a surgeon and by love instead of surgery. 


Consequently I am not struck mute and forced to suffer a transor- 
bital lobotomy on learning that brain surgeons now insert a sharp, thin, 
long knife where the corner of the eye meets the dip of the nose and, 
without touching the skin or piercing the eyeball, curette some brain 
tissues, and in 10 minutes a patient who cou!dn’t talk has the gift of 
gab restored to her, him. (Vote for one.) 

Science editor G. 5. Lab recently reported s 
man (whether it was Dink, Bud, Mickey or their father Charlie, I didn't 
check) reported to the American Psychiatric Assn. Seems a Wash- 
ington steno began to have spells of muteness. The doctors found those 
periods of dummying up were not caused by administration directives 
or congressional committees, but by love. 

The nearer she came to marriage the more frequently her spells of 
silence occurred. Instead of looking on this as a godsend, her fiance 
and her people suspected a psychotic behavior-pattern. They had her 
blacked out with an electric current. Then the surgeon operated on 
her to remove the word-bloc. Ten minutes after the operation she 
woke up to an electric alarm clock, no longer tongue-tied, her mind, 
character and personality completely restored to normalcy. Since then 
her husband has hardly had a chance to get a word in edgewise. But 
nobody thinks of giving him a lobotomy. a topectomy or even a high- 
ball. He has become the man of extinction. You'll find all you need 
to know about this Regression anc resulting retinitis under R in 
Scully's Psychiatric Word Book of Hollywood 

Race Psychology—Branch of psychology which studies the mental 
traits of different races. In Hollywood limited to horse races, scratch 
sheets and racing forms. 

Radical—-A loose term signifying a thorough-going person. It reached 
its loosest at the indictment of Hallywond “overrun by reds.” 
Ray, Isaac—(1807-1881)—American psychiatrist who published “Men- 
tal Hygiene” and was superintendent of Butler hospital for 20 years. 

First to train screwballs to play butler parts in Hollywood pictures 

Raynaud’s Disease—Vaso-motor disorder affecting fingers, toes or 
ears. During the attacks the parts are pallid, cold, then red and pain- 
ful. Common to producers who persist in aitending previews in col- 
lege towns and listening to the subversive remarks of the undergrad- 
uates during the screening. 

Reaction—Mental and emotional! state brought about by a situation. 
Highest at the end of an unemployment insurance payoff. 

Reality Principle—Coritrol of the demands of the pleasure principle 
by the “pressure of necessity.’ Common to producers who have to call 
off trips to Vegas with their blondes because this week’s grosses dipped. 

Rebirth Fantasy—An uncunscious fantasy common in dreams in 
which one’s birth is symbolically represented. Prohibitionists emerg- 
ing from water, and characters like the late Bill Fields from Vats of 69. 

Rebus Writing—A form of graphic expression which consists of pic- 
ture ideographs and names which resemble, in sound, word-elements 
for which they are substituted. Scriptwriters who don’t know how to 
spell “bee” or “leaf” and draw both to indicate the word “belief.” 

Red Reflex—A red dppearance of the pupil when light is directed 
into it. Cause of all that disturbance by Senator Tenney and Con- 
gressmen Dies, Rankin and Nixon, on having seen the light for the first 
time. 

Red Sighted—Displaying a heightened color sensitivity for red. A 
tendency to see all objects tinged with red, due either to some un- 
known variation in the eye or caused by prolonged exposure to the 
stimulus for the complementary color green. In brief, a disease that 
pays off in the long green. 

Reference Delusion—A delusion that the subject sees an insult in a 
casual remark. Common to practically all Hollywood stars when on a 
bender. 

Regression—Backward steps of the libido to an earlier fixation be- 
cause the individual can’t function at a higher level. Hollywood blondes 
dropping their wraps and giving Einstein a course in strapless gowns 
when they can't get beyond first base in his field. 

Relative Fatigue—A decrement in the amount of work relative to 
the intensity of the total stimulus. Relatives who work harder to get 
on a producer's payroll than they ever do afterward. See also RELA- 
TIVE PITCH and RELATIVE SUGGESTION. (But not here.) 

Remission—Temporary abatement of a psychological process, com- 
mon in remittant fever. A psycho-neurotic symptom of producers who 
think a remake is an original. 

Repression— Rejection of perceptions and ideas because of their pain- 
ful context. The rejected material remains in the unconscious. A dead 
weight except to authors of realistic novels who yank all this stuff from 
the unconscious and make it dynamic. In the Dreiser-Zola syndrome. 

Resistance—A force which accounts for the phenomena of repres- 
sion and which opposes the release by the mind of repressed material. 
In Hollywood resistance is most commonly employed by female bit- 
players until a contract is signed. e 

Retardation—Pathological slowness. A symptom of manic depres- 
sive psychosis. An asset among preducers pitching to entertain those 
12-year-old minds which now run into the billions. 

Rush, Benjamin—(1745-1813)—-A physician called the “father of 
American psychiatry.” Born near Philadelphia. Made the first test 
for laughs in vaudeville and established that a joke pulled on Monday 
and laughed at on Friday was a Philadelphia normal. If they laughed 
a minute after, they were crazy. 


case which a Dr. Free. 








the presiding judge, 
Fuller is convincing. 

Play, professional in all aspects, 
was adapted for the stage by Noel 
Langley, co-author of “Edward, My 
Son.” It was written originally by 
Geza Herczeg and Heinz Herald. 
who together did the screenplay 
for Warners’ “The Life of Emile 
Zola.” Erwin Piscator’s production 
and direction are of a high calibre, 
while the set made under the 
supervision of H. A. Candell is 
realistic and professional. 


ing is vividly displayed via this 
tender love story of a young girl 
who runs off with a virile youth in- 
stead of marrying the King she 
was raised to wed. Except for an 
at-times incomprehensible Irish 
brogue, the dialog flows smoothly. 
Though sketchy, Paul Morrison's 
sets capture the mood of the play 
and help make it a strong entry 
among the Abbe’s numerous pro- 
ductions. 

The title role was convincingly 
handled by June Bianca, as was 
the part of her youthful lover, por- 
trayed by Richard Venture. Dor- 
othy Patton, guesting with the 
group as the girl's guardian, was 
occasionally unclear in her han- 
dling of the Irish dialect, but 
nevertheless gave an effective per- 
formance. David Orrick, alse 
guesting with the group, tackled 
the role of the king with under- 


Robert H 


Deidre of the Sorrows 
(MASTER, N. Y.) 

J. M. Synge’s “Deidre of the 
Sorrows” was properly housed 
when put on last week by the Abbe 
Practical Workshop for three per- 
formances (14-16) at the Master 
theatre, N. Y. It's doubtful 
whether the play could find standing, while John O'Hagan did 
enough of an audience on Broad- an okay job as his friend, later 
way for a profitable run. However, turned enemy. Gil Melson gave a 
the Abbe players deserve a nod in good portrayal of a man whose 
giving the work its first profes- mind was on the verge of snapping. 
sional production in the U. S Richard Barr showed a com- 

Synge’s expertness at lyric writ- petent directorial hand, 
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from the cast of “Othelio,” has re- 
| turned to Paris. 

Kyra Nijinsky, daughter of the 
famous ballet dancer, is in Rome 
arranging a concert tour here. 


Broadway 


Twentieth-Fox veepee Al Licht- 
man to the Coast for Christmas. 

Jack Hylton, British impresario, | 
scheduled to plane in from Lon- 
don, Jan. 3 

Leda Lombard, nitery and radio 
warbler, in from Europe last week 
on the Caronia. 

Borrah Minevitch tried out agent | 
Ken Later’s cable address with a 
one-word message: “Testing.’ 

Wally Downey's two-week Latin 


Americans, are featured in 
show of the Rivoli night club. 

Patricia Medina, Brtiish actress, 
has left for Hollywood after visit- | 
ing her husband, Richard Greene, | 
on picture location in Venice. 


Austrafia 





Charlie Beale and Billy Shane, | 





American swing Jan. 4 embracing 
Rio. B.A. and Santiago de Chile. 


Violinist Albert Spalding guest 
of honor at annuai dimmer of the 
Bohemians at the Waldorf Satur- 
day (17) 


Joe Eckhouse, Gimbel Bros. exec 
veepee w.k. in show biz, to Hono- 
lulu with the Frederic Gimbels on 
a brief holiday. 

20th-Fox story editor Bertram 
Bloch back at his desk Monday 
(19) after six weeks’ absence re- 
covering from an operation. 

Dimitri Tiomkin, who’s compos- 
ing and recording the music of 
Laurel Films’ “Guilty Bystander,” 
using the facilities of Al Goodman's 
band. 

Gypsy Rose Lee’s Xmas greet- 
ing is her carnival program of her- 
self, en deshabille, as featured in 
Carl J. Sedlmayr’s Royal American 
Show. 

Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers’ annual Xmas party at 
Town Hall today (Wed.) with the 
Tex McCrarys (Jinx Faikenburgi as 
emcees. 

James Sydney King, with the 
production dept. of WBAL-TV, Bal- 
timore, engaged last week to Ann 
Marie Eberhart, of BBD&O’s copy 
research dept. 

Dorle Jarmel, press head for 
N. Y. Philharmonic and Columbia 
Artists Megt., to the Coast today 
(Wed.) for vacation, returning 
after New Year's. 

William Dasheff, account exec 
with Buchanan & Co., film 
agency, for the past 10 years 
elected member of Buchanan’s 
board of directors. 

Met soprano Inge Manski, 
daughter of onetime Met star 
Dorothea Manski, to marry Wil- 
liam Lundeen, Georgia Textile 
exec, in two weeks. 

The Jerry Vogel Foundation is 
now the corporate title of the Mu- 
sic publisher’s Thanksgiving Fund, 
which has been recognized by the 


Treasury Dept. as a tax-exempt 
charity 
The Robert (Rank) Benjamins 


fiying Friday (23) on a delayed 10- 
day honeymoon to Jamaica. He's 
head of J. Arthur Rank’s U.S. out- 
fit; she’s nee Jean Holt, Life mag 
researcher. 

Salvador Salcido, formerly of 
the terp team of Salvo & Gloria, 
now a Spanish translator and 
proofreader, is also head of the 
Spanish dept. of Perera Co., New 
York banking house. 

Thomas Hodge, director of Films 
& Publications Division, British 
Information Services, leaves 
January to become head of the 
newly-created Film Section of the 
Foreign Office in London. 

Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers throwing its annual 
Christmas party luncheon today 
(Wed.) in the north room, “Town 
Hall club. Columbia’s Harry K. 
Williams chairmanning the affair. 

Ronald W. ge am ae of 
“Johnny Holiday,” arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tues.) to huddle 
with United Artists execs on a na- 
tionwide tour in behalf of his ini- 
fel pic which parallels his own 

e. 

Meyer Davis active this season 
as supplier of orchestras for musi- 
cal shows, at present handling 
orchs for the following incoming 
legiters, “Alive and Kicking,” 
“Happy As Larry” and “It’s Great 
To Be Alive.” 





Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Actress Mona Barrie is visiting 
in Rome. . 

Ben Frank Barzen just flew in 
from Paris. 

Lewis Milestone in Rome from 
Ho!lywood. 

Dr. Gaylord Hauser is in Sicily 
writing a book. 


| 
Alan Curtis flew to Cairo for a 


two-week stay. 
The Robert Cummings are at the 
Excelsior hotel. 


Film editor Lou Lindsay has left gow Regal 


Rome for Hollywood. 
Variety’s Michael 
Kaplan visiting Rome 

days. 


to Rome from a trip to Munich 
and Paris. 

Rudy Solmsen, associate of Ilya 
Lopert, leaves for New York Sat- 
urday (19). 

The Richard Neys have left 
Rome for a few weeks, but will re- 


turn later. 
Suzanne Cloutier, French actress. 


in 


| Empire, No. 1 Scot vaudeviller 
_with America’s Deep River Boys. 


By Erie Gorrick 


“Oklahoma!” looks a b.o. honey 
in Sydney for J. C. Williamson. 

Survey indicates a great Yule- 
tide season for every branch of 
the entertainment biz. 

Charies Chauvel planed in from 
Hollywood for premiere in Sydney 
of “Sons of Mathew,” Dec. 15. 
Aussie producer says he'll make 
two more pix. 

Ivor Moreton and Dave Kaye, 


British duo-pianists, will become | 


actors for Dave Martin's Tivoli 


loop by playing the Ugly Sisters | 


in “Cinderella,” panto. . 
| Fuller-Carroll combo bringing in 


| panto “Red Riding Hood” at Pal- | se 


ace, Sydney, morning and after- 
noon matinees. “One Wild Oat,” 
British comedy, is on nights. 

Tatier, Sydney, switching from 
a four-a-day pic policy to two-a- 
day vaude, has been ordered to re- 
turn to pix by the Chief Secretary, 
because house had no fireproof 
screen, insufficient exits and fire 
extinguishers. 


Copenhagen 


Operetta star Paul Reichardt 
signed by Det Teater for the role 
of one of the sons in “Death of a 
Salesman.” 

Statsradiofonien experimenting 
with television. But no official 
| Danish TV shows are expected for 
two-three years. 
| Denmark’s lead romantic actor, 
Mogens Wieth, who was a lieuten- 
ant in England’s Royal Air Force 
during the war, has been signed 
by Powell and Pressburger to ap- 
pear in films and plays in England 
for a year from April. 

When Olaf Fonns died, the li- 








cense to operate the big World | 
Cinema (1,600 seats) became avail- | 


able. Applicants include silent film 

| star Asta Nielsen, film and stage 
‘director Scend Methling, and the 
manager of Eagle Lion’s Danish of- 
fice, Ingolf Madsen. 


w 

| Washington 

By Florence S. Lowe 

| Ella Fitzgeraid current head- 
liner at Merryland nitery. 

| Harold (“Best Years”) Russell to 

speak at 

luncheon. 

| Art Mooney’s orch inked to play 

at a New Year's Eve dance at mam- 

moth National Guard Armory. 
Variety Tent here launching a 

‘new type of public service via a 

drive for blood bank donations. 

| Tlya Lopert in town last week 

for looksee at his three arty houses 

j}and huddie with local stock hold- 


ers. 
Town's Saturday night 12 
o'clock liquor deadline, which can 


be altered only by act of Congress, 
a New Year's Eve pain in the cash 
| register to local bistro owners. 
Mrs. 
of the former British government 
biggie, who was Jaqueline Delubac. 
once leading lady for Sacha Guitry, 
here on her first American visit. 


By Gordon Irving 
Mabel Constanduros writing 
lyrics for “Cinderella” pantomime 
at Perth Repertory Theatre. 
George Elrick, recently in States, 
joining Jack Radcliffe and Robert 


pire. 

Lana Morris, film actress, visited 
| Odeons in West Scotland for 
'in connection with pic, “The Chil 
tern Hundreds.” 

Europe’s largest cinema, 
4,350-seater Playhouse in Glasgow, 
| sets month’s booking of “Jolson 
Sings Again,” starting Jan. 30. 

Scotland’s native Logan Family 
sharing top honors at Glasgow 





Jack Stewart, manager of Glas- 
cinema, 
divisional 


film halls in north Scotland. 
, Deep River Boys clicked strong- 
y 
gow Empire. They impressed with 
singing of new and old Scots airs, 
particularly “Loch Lomond.” 
Tom Arnold's “Dick Whitting- 
ton.” at Glasgow Alhambra, click- 
ed as most successful Scot panto 
of season. It stars Harry Gordon 
and Alec Finlay. The Rastellis, 
trampolinists, also a hit. 


Wilson for season at Glasgow Em- | 


} 
the | peared at 


promoted to, 
manager’s chair in) 
(and Mrs.) charge of 22 Associated British | 
for a few. 

| 


Producer William Szekely back ly on second appearance at Glas- | 


London 


tation at the forthcoming Canadian 


“Chotta Bhai,” selected for presen- ollyw ait 
film festival. H ood 


W. Allport, local MPAA | ; Doris Day laid up with thr 

chief Christmasing in Paris. me hen Ad . —— = infection. = 
Jimmy Campbell appointed ex-| cutie ‘will he civen a Hindi dub-|,.D2ny, Kaye aired in from N. y, 
loitation manager by Charlie iy with or shane calli tor. holidays. ow ol 
orsythe for his Unit Music Co. for a simultaneous release in De — —_ a to Mexico 


Bud Flanagan launched his West and Washington. 


End restaurant with a $3,000 cham- 


pagne 


than 300 gate-crashers. 


Sir Henry L. French, — | 


abandoned his projected wor 


tour, left last weekend for a three- 


week vacation in Madiera. 


Ben Fuller, son of Australian 
theatre head, Benjamin Fuller, due 
in New York in January to look 
over Broadway shows suitable for 
Down Under. 

Bernard Delfont 


back from 


| Paris after taking looksee at cur- 


a Community Chest) 


Leslie Hore-Belisha, frau | 


rent “Folies Bergere” revue, which 
he is trying to arrange as follow- 
up to present London Hippodrome 


revue. 
Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
“Joan of Arc’ SRO at the Coli- 


um. 
Eve Milton, English acrobatic 
dancer, at the Emporium. 

Opera season at the Liceo open- 
ed with “La Africana,” with cap- 
acity house. 

Vocalist Mary Merche giving her 
last performances at Rio nitery 
before retiring from show biz. 

At the Kinefon Studios, work 
thas begun on the pic, “Story of a 
Staircase,” based on the legit play 
|of same title. Stars Jose Suarez and 
| Maruchi Fresno. 

Director Manuel Mur Oti has 
completed his surrealist pic, “A 
Man Walking on the Road,” with 
Ana Mariscal, Fernando Nogueras 
and Pacita de Landa. 

At Chamartin Studios, Madrid, 
director Luis Lucia has started 
working on “Triumphant Soul,” 
based on iegit play by Jacinto 
Benavente. Leading lady is Am- 
parito Rivelles. 

Producers Iquino, Lliado and 
Bengoa opened at the Borras thea- 
tre with new musical comedy, 
“The Devil’s Girls,” starring Gema 
del Rio and Mercedes Vecino. 
Music by Torrens and Morato. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Red Allen band with J. C. Hig- 
ginbotham into Dome nitery. 
| Burl Ives sufficiently recovered 
| from illness to resume tour. 
| “Philadelphia Story” underlined 
by Edyth Bush Little Theatre. 

Jerry Lester off to Hollywood 
for picture following nitery date 
| here. 
| Joey Bishop to top ote Nicollet 
| Minnesota Terrace New Year’s eve 
| show, preceding Hildegarde. 
| “Light Up the Sky” set for week 
j}at Lyceum —s Jan. 2 with 
“Mister Roberts” du for 10 days 
(on Jan. 15. 

Club Carnival floor show has 
Danny O'Neil, Kay Kenton, Nola 
Pardi, Tony Marks and Perry 
Martin orch. 

Doodles Weaver, Earl Bennett 
and Susan & Fred Barry into Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace with 
Cecil Golly orch. 

Bingo, opposition for film thea- 
| tres because of numerous clubs, 
declared illegal by district court 
judge who, however, denied cru- 
|sading minister's application for 
injunction to restrain it because 
plaintiff was not bingo player. 








Vienna 





| 


P.a.'s tle 
“ih 


_ Maureen McCormack, American 
singer, at Sansibar cabaret. 
Alfred Kessler, 74, magician, 
died. Toured the world twice. 
Marie Santulik, wellknown dan- 
seuse, seriously hurt in auto acci- 


dent. 
rge London, U.S. si 


Geo er, in 
role of opera “Boris 


unov” 
ere 
U.S. singer Suzanne Sten ap- 
tate Opera in “Rosen- 
kavalier.” 


Hans Wolff began work in 


_Schoenbrunn Studios on new crime 
“Between 7 and 11,” with 


ic, 
Hedwig Bleibtreu, Inge Konradi 


*;and Wolf Albach-Retty in leading 


parts. 





By N. V. Eswar 

Paramount's “Samson and Deli- 
lah,” reportedly will be dubbed in 
Hindi for better exploitation in In- 
bo and other Far Eastern coun- 

es. 

Ezra Mir, Indian film producer, 
reported planning to film the “Life 
of Mahatma Ghandi” in English 
and Hindi. 


y which attracted more held their first annual conclave at | 


Ci 

Toccie Power flying to Mexico 
et, &,. 
| the Greens hotel, Madras, with the oul Mon Obtenmn pure Wie- 
bands of Johnny Baptisa, -_) John Agar in for holidays after 
| Perry, F. Menezes and Mick Ma-' .ompleting stage tour. 
chado participating in the celebra- | Betty Hutton returned to work 
tion, along with singers Peter Se-| .¢ Metro after spinal injury. 





Bombay's western musicians 


| queira and Jean Augusts. 


Chicago 


Actors Club of Chicago cele- 


Jimmy Stewart will m.c. the Rose 
Queen breakfast in Pasadena. 

Charles Laughton driving home 
| for Christmas after lecture tour 

New prexy of Hollywood For- 
eign Correspondents Assn. is Ram 


brated fifth anni last week. Phillip | Bangai, ci India. 
| Lt.-Col. Joseph F. Goetz in town 


Lord is prexy. 


Jazob Ben Ami headlined huge 
cast in Hannukah festival pageant 
Dec. 18. | 
Salem, Ill., juke boxes are fea- 


at Chi Civic Opera House 


|turing religious records 
(holiday season through an ar-) 
|rangement with record distribs 
| there. 


Thomas Mitchell, 


ence Dec. 27-29. 


Hotel man Connie Hilton — 
the 
in Puerto Rico to 
imported celebs from 


from his gala opening of 
Caribe-Hilton 
which he 
New York and Hollywood. 


Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 


Jorge Mistral, Spanish pic star, 


left for Mexico to get married, 


Pedro Vargas, tenor, back from 
a South American tour, doing a 
pic for Produciones Calderon of 


Madrid. 


Singer Marcos Redondo, at pres- 
ent starring at the Teatro Calder- 


lead in Chi 
company of “Death of a Salesman” | 
will counsel high school students 
in Chicago Area Career Confer- 


| 


| 


on, Madrid, going to South Amer- 


ica in January for a tour. 


Newly-formed Oficina Auxiliar 


del Cine, subsidized by the clergy, 


will provide special pic programs 


for Roman Catholic halls in Spain. 


| Miami Beach 


| By Lary Solloway 


Raul and Eva Reyes signed to 


‘run dance studios at Lord Tarle- 
ton. 
Billy DeWolfe making nitery 


rounds before opening at Olympia 
theatre. 

Despite Christmas holiday in- 
flux nitery biz in most situations 
is way off. 


Brandt's open their new Roose- | 


velt here on Dec. 27 with local 
preem of “Battleground.’ 

Leon Enken (‘ex-Leon & Eddie's. 
N. Y.) now general manager of 
Jack Goldman’s Clover Club. 
| Heavy sked of club openings 


for huddles on world preem 
“Francis” in Berlin. 

Myrna Loy spoke on UNESCO 
affairs at meeting of Mction Pic- 


of 


during ture Industry Council. 


Byron Haskin in from England 
where he directed “Treasure Is- 
land” for Walt Disney. 

Two Bills, Pine and Thomas, in 
town after plugging “Captain 
China” in 12 key cities. 

Sidney Lanfield returned to his 
Paramount desk after suffering 
concussion in motor accident. 

Ricardo Montalban will me. 
Spanish-English broadcast of Mex- 
ican Boys’ Choir Christmas Eve 

Polan Banks awarded the Order 
of the Brilliant Star by Generalis- 
“Mister Roberts” due for 10 davs 

Cecil B. DeMille drew “Picture 
of the Month” award from Chris- 
tian Herald for “Samson and 
Delilah.” 

Sabina Thorne in from Scotland 
to spend Christmas with her par- 
ents, Lenore Coffee and William 
J. Cowan. 

Jack L. Warner awarded the an- 
nual “Peace Parchment” by Wor!d 
Students Service Fund for human- 
itarian service. 

Nate J. Blumberg elected to ad- 
visory board of Valley Jewish 
Community Center, for which he 
donated the site. 

Abe Lastfogel, of the William 
Morris office, left for N. Y. Mon- 
day (19) night to join his wife for 


| Xmas, returns here after first of 


year. 


Hollywood Women’s Press Club 
named Humphrey Bogart as the 
“most uncooperative” actor of the 
year with Hedy Lamarr named 
“most uncooperative actress.” June 
Haver and Kirk Douglas tagged 


_“most cooperative.” 


} 


' 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blod. Montparnasse ) 
Bob Kreier better after being 
bedded in Munich. 
Jimmy Davis guesting on the 
“Visit To Hollywood” show. 
The French prepping a mam- 


this week includes Club Boheme, moth Riviera tourist season. 


| Colonial Inn and Valhalla Club. 

| Biggest excitement of week en- 
gendered by visit here of Veep Al- 
ben Barkley and his bride. 
_came for address to Jefferson Day 
dinner meet at Dinner Key which 
drew over 3.500 Democrats. 


Caracas, Venezuela 





| Continental for Lucky Strike. 


Paul Hénreid and Merle Oberon 
now filming on French Riviera. 
John Wildberg currently in Lon- 


He don skedding a visit to U. S. in 


February. 

Redubbed version of Orson 
Welles’ “Macbeth” will open in 
Paris in January. ' 

Jean Renoir in a quick stopover 
in Paris on his way to India to 


' shoot “The River.” 


Bobby Capo signing on Radio| 


Trevor Howard to Marseilles for 


| exteriors on a new Herbert Wilcox 


Maurice Filleul, French violinist, | pic with Anna Neagle. 


to give concerts in the new Hotel 
Potemac. 

Largest open-air theatre 
Venezuela opened at Coney Island, 
at construction cost of $30,000. 


as Coney Island, has si 


tre Productions, New York, 

book talent in Venezuela. 
Juanita La Benten and her three 

| American 





| which tied up so much talent, it 
,couldn’t pay the quartet. To help 
| them out, Sam Bakerman of Coney 
Island signed them for a few 
weeks’ performances on the new 
| Coney Island stage. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


Songwriter Frank Cogene is | 
back on his feet after a long ill- 
ness 


Artie Shaw, in town at Click, 
says he will rest at farm to build | Ann Harding on tour. 


up for an operation in January. 


renamed John Pickering to exec 
board, his 25th year. Mike Sweeney 





Vicente Escudera staging a 
comeback here via recital of Span- 


in ish dances at Salle Pleyel. 


Wesley Ruggles finishing his 


| first film in his six-pic stint for the 
George Grey, manager | Marshall Plan publicity section. 
to Litvak’s “Death On A Side Street.” 


Nadia Gray, French starlet, off 


Andee Gandjean, of Casino de 


| 

Paris, making her initial nitery ap- 
girl rollerskaters were pearance at Grand Seigneur and 
| brought to Caracas by a new cafe, | an instant smash. 


By Hal Cohen ; 

Joe Cayton, after managing 
Nixon Cafe for two years, joined 
Nationa! Distillers. 

Peter Higgins has switched to 
Ankara after four weeks down- 
town at Nixon Cafe. 

Maxine Sullivan coming back to 
hometown New Year's week for 
engagement at Copa. 

Sarah (Dorothy) Scott signed for 
role in “Goodbye, My Fancy” with 


and Turk laying off here 


Je 
Elections at Local 8 of IATSE) while distaff half of brother-sister 


act has her tonsils out. 


Pete Dana, Universal district 


was re-elected financial secretary. | sales boss, celebrates 30th anni in 


Narita, femme menace in “Sum- 
mer and Smoke,” 
the Locust, Satu 


uit the show at | 
ay (17) to de- | Balinese dance trio to old home- 


film business next month. 


Nikolai (Fatula) brings his 


vote time to her home and child. town next week for date at Vogue 
Friends here learned that come- Terrace. 


dian Guy Marks collapsed 


or emergency appendectomy 


on Bob Hopkins, just finished with 

Merey Hospital, Springficld, bass, | hesdicy, Caria Ha 
ercy Hospital, ngfield, - | headi , with 

' Calcutta New Theatres film, f a | Beading Carousel shew, W 


avid O. Selznick oases, 


LeRoy opening Dec. 26. 
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VARIETY 





“or 


OBITUARIES 


HARRIET FORD 

Mrs. Harriet French Ford Mor- 
gan, 86, a eS. known as 
Harriet Ford, died in New York, | 
Dec. 12. She was the widow of : 
Dr. Forde Morgan, a physician. | 

Born in Seymour, Conn., she | 
learned theatrical technique as a. 
student at the American cademy | 
of Dramatic Arts and as a young 
actress for the late David Belasco. | 

Most of her plays were seen on 
Broadway. ‘The first, which she 
wrote with Bestrice de Mille, was | 
“The Greatest Thing in_ the 
World,” starring Sarah Cowell Le 
Moyne, in 1900. Her early plays | 
included “The Awakening,” “The 
Fnd of the Road” and, with 
Catherine Duer, “Jacqueline. 

She and Joseph Medill Patterson 
collaborated on “A Little Brother 
of the Rich” and “The Fourth 
Estate.” She also collabed with 
Harvey O'Higgins on “The Argyle 
Case.” “The Dummy,” “The Dicky 
Bird,” “Polygamy,” “Mr. Lazarus,” 
“When a Feller Needs a Friend” | 
and “On the Hiring Line.” The 
last-named was produced in Lon- 
don as “The Wrong Number” in 
1921 4 

With Fannie Hurst Miss Ford 
wrote “The Land of the Free” and 
with Anne Caldwell she wrote 
“The Bunch and Judy.” 


SEM BENELLI 





Sem Benelli, 72, noted Italian 
poet and playwright, died at 
Zoagli, Italy, Dec. 18. 

He long had been famous in 


Italy before he became well-known 
in this country for the production 


of “The Jest.” which was trans- 
lated from his “La Cena Delie 
Beffe.” 

The American production of 


“The Jest” in 1919 by Arthur Hop- 
kins was notable because it co- 
starred John and Lionel Barry- 
more. 

Even before production here of 
“The Jest.’ operagoers in this 
country were acquainted with this 
talented writer. In 1914, the opera 


'“The 


Cape Cod Playhouse, died in Bos- 
ton, Dec. 13, Seaty a suicide, 
according to police reports. 

Formerly a player with E. E. 
Clive’s company at old Copley the- 
atre, Boston, and author of sev- 
eral plays; he had lately spent most 
of his time running a model agency 
in conjunction with his wife. His 
connection with the Cape play- 
house had of late been only as 
a member of the board of direc- 
tors. 

Survived by wife 
son and daughter 
marriage. 


mother and a 
by a previous 


SIDNEY OLCOTT 

Sidney Olcott, 76, director in the 
early days of motion pictures, died 
Dec. 16 in Hollywood after a long 
illness. 

After a career as actor and 
director on the stage. Olcott en- 
tered the film business in 1907 and 
was one of the first directors to 
take a company abroad. 

Among the silent pictures with 
which he was associated were 
“From the Manger to the Cross,” 
Humming Bird,” “Seratch 
My Back,” “The Green Goddess.” 
“Monsieur Beaucaire” and “Little 
Old New York.” 





A. STEWART CRUIKSHANK 

A. Stewart Cruikshank, 72, man- 
aging sirector of Haward & Wynd- 
ham Theatres Ltd.. died in a street 


accident in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Dec. 8. He entered show business 


40 years ago and operated the 
King’s and Lyceum theatres, Edin- 
burgh, and later became managing 


director of Howard & Wyndham, | 


which operate theatres in Glasgow, 
Liverpool, Manchester and New- 
castle. 

He was also the beard of 
Moss Empires 


on 


DAVID STANLEY SMITH 
David Stanley Smith, 72, con- 
ductor, composer and retired dean 
of Yale University school of mu- 
sic, died in New Haven, Dec. 


Nov. 17, 1949 


Alice Llopd 


OUR MOTHER 
ALICE AND TOMMYE 


Thanking All 


Our Friends 


for Their Kindness and Sympathy 


“L’'Amore dei Tre Re” (“The Love 
ef Three Kings") for which Benelli 
did the libretto, was performed at 
the Metropolitan Opera House. 

In recent years he was repre- 
sented in this country by the 
opera, “L.Incantesimo,” for which 
he wrote the libretto and for which 
Italo Montemezzi did the music. | 

MARTHA GWYNNE DENNI 

Mrs. Martha Gwynne Denni, 67, | 
actress and lyricist, died in San 
Pedro, Cal., Dec. 14. She was the 
widow of Lucien Denni, composer 
and musical director, but had 
gained fame in her own right as 
an actress and lyric writer. 

Mrs. Denni had written lyrics to 
more than 100 songs, among them 

You're Just a Flower from an 
Old Bouquet,” “Love Blossom,” 
“Everyone I Know Loves You,” and 
In My Persian Garden.” Her 
stage career included appearances 
in “The Chaperones,” “Happy- 
land” and “The Only Girl.” 
in 1910 she moved to Kansas 
City with her husband, then asse- 
ciated with the music publishing 
firm of Waterson, Berlin & Snyder. 
They returned to New York in 
1925 when Denni became musical 
director for “Ziegfield Foliies,” 
Showboat” and “Whoopee.” 


KENNETH R. EDWARDS 
Kenneth R. Edwards, 54, an ad- 
Viser on educational and other 
non-theatrical films to the East- | 
my todak Co., died in New York, 


Widely known 





viewal in the audio- 
dic educational field for the 
‘splay of 16m films, Edwards 
Served as an adviser on material 
used by the State Department and 
the American Library Assn. He | 
— a member of the national 
ommittee of the Film Council of 
gtaniations including “the Ga 
s ine 

ouls of America. - . 

FRANCIS R. HART, JR. 
tn penal Russell Hart, Jr., 47, ac- 
_ usband of Muriel Williams, 
rmer actress and founder of the 





He had retired in 1946 after 43 
years on Yale's taculty. 

Among his best known works as 
a composer were ‘1929 Satire,” 
“Rhapsody of St. Bernard.” and 
his symphonies, “Fete Galante,” 
“Impressions’ and “Cathedral 
Prelude.” 

Smith had aiso conducted the 
New Haven Symphony for 26 
years, and other orchestral groups. 

Survived by wife and son. 

JOSEPH YANNER 

Joseph Weston Yanner, 70, 
former legit actor, died in Kansas 
City, Mo., Dec. 12 

He gave up work with a grocery 
company for the stage, and about 
1900 was a member of the Wood- 
ward Stock Co. at the Auditorium 
theatre. In 1906 he went to New 
York and played in “Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cabbage Patch” and other 
legits. He later toured Orpheum 
circuit in dramatic sketches. 





LEE ROY WHITE 

Lee Roy ‘'Lasses! White, 64, old- 
time minstrel and vaudeville 
player, died Dec. 16 in Hollywood. 

After a long stage career, White 
moved to Hollywood-13 years ago 
to play comic characters on the 
screen Most of his recent pic- 
tures were made with Tim Holt. 
During the last four years he was 
heard frequently on the radio. 

Survival by wife. 


KARL GODLEWSKI 


Godiewski, 87. former 


Karl 


“dance master of the Royal Opera, 


Vienna.—the man whe made the 
old fashioned tango and foxtrot 
of pre-World War | days admis- 
sible to the court of the Hapsburgs 
—died in Vienna Dec. 10. He be- 
gan his career as an acrobat at 14 
in St. Petersburg ; 

Lemberg born, he got his job at 
the Royal Opera in 1893. 

SOL GETZOW 

Sol Getzow. 57, manager of the 
Colonial theatre, Germantown, 
nabe, died Dec. 16 in Philadelphia. 
Before his association with Warner 


17. | 


Bros., Getzow was in the retail hat 
business. 
Wife, two daughters and a son 





W. PARKER LYON 


worried. For the normal drop-off | 
after New Years until late January 


curvive. “may be the knockout blow 


an operation, unless they are well 
heeled or can find fresh dough to. 
carry on Gntil the busiest six weeks | 








| W. Parker Lyon, 84, founder and 
| proprietor of the Pony Express 
_Museum at Arcadia, died Dec. 15 
in Los Angeles. 

He was well known in motion | 
postuse circles where his museum | 
urnished props for numerous’ 
western films. In his earlier 


years 
he was mayor of Fresno. 








PHILIP MORRIS 


Francis Charles Philip Morris, 
56, actor professionally known as 
Philip Morris. died in Los Angeles. 
Dec. 18. 

Morris had appeared in produc- 
tions with Sarah Padden, John 
Barrymore, Leo Carrillo and Lu- 
cille La Verne. 

He was also active in films. 





JOHN B. SIEFERT 


John B. Siefert, 68, former con- 
cert singer, died Dec. 13 in Hoi- 
lywood after a heart attack. 

Following his concert career 
he was head of the voice depart- 
‘ment at the University of Oregon 
for 10 years. 





WILLIAM E. LINK 

William E. Link, 52, stage and 

screen actor, died Dec. 13 at his 
home in Hollywood. 





Widaz, 23-of-Fulius. Von.Sebul- 
tes Barrington Hollinsworth, silent 
film actor, ¢@ied in Tarrytown, N.Y., 
Dec. 18. A daughter, brother and 
sister survive. 





Mrs. Elizabeth C. Chalkley, 72, 
member and one-time chairman of 
the Virginia State Board of Motion 
Picture Censorship, died Dec. 10 
at her home in Richmond, Va. 





| Rebert Wollrab, 31. owner of the 
Minier theatre, died in Minier, IIL, 





Dec. 10. Survived by wife and 
parents. 
Lois Bergeron, 24, night club 


singer, was killed Dec. 16 in an 
auto crash in Glendale, Cal. 





Mrs. Agnes Brodel, 61, mother of 
Joan Leslie, screen actress, died 
Dec. 14 in Burbank, Cal. 

















T.D.’s 15th Year 


———-— Continued from page | jane 
of course, during the war. when 
prices skyrocketed. Prior to the 
war, a band that grossed as high as 
$600,000 on the year was doing an 
exceptional job. The late Glenn 
Miller, for example, didn't go 
much over $750,000 in his best 12 
months before going into service. 

Buddy Rich, incidentally, is re- 
turning to T. D.’s orchestra. Drum- 
mer, who has, since leaving T. D. 
during the war, worked mostly in 
the jazz field with Norman Granz’s 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” waits, 
rejoins the outfit Dec. 26 to do a' 
transcription for the Navy. At one 
\time, while with T.D., Rich was 
probably the highest paid sideman 
ever to sit in a name band. He was 
said to be drawing $900 weekly. 
Dorsey subsequently topped that 
by paying Gene Krupa $1,000 
weekly to work a string of thea- 


of the season, come February. 


National publicity on the gang- 
ster elements supposedly invading | 
the area, ready to start a war over. 
who runs what, hasn’t helped. Odd | 
occurrence here, and one raising 
eyebrows, was the sudden cessation 
last Saturday of a series of broad-_ 
casts by the self-labelled “Greater 
Miami Crime Commission,” which 
had blasted the Beach and Miami 
“hoodlum” elements. As for the 
casinos in Broward County and in 
the smaller towns outside the 
Miamis, they've quietly been run- 
ning off and on and are expected 
to keep on doing so. It is the off- 
track betting ban that has most of 
the business men wailing that’s 
what's wrong with the town. 














Happy ‘Eve’ 


Continued from page 1 





which is normal since reservations 
generally start coming in after 
Christmas. 

Prices are on par with last year. | 
The Latin Quarter will get from | 
$15 to $25, the Diamond Horseshoe 
will get $20; Waldorf-Astoria hotel 


Sert Rooms ,with the show com- | 
prising Liberace and Margaret | 
Phelan alternating in both rooms. 


Most cafes and hotels will at- 
tempt to enlarge their usual capac- 
ities by extra tables on the floor. 
The hotels, however, will open 
smaller rooms and install enter- 
tainment. 


Talent agencies report a heavy 
amount of club date business on 
the big night. Some performers 
are booked for as many as three 
affairs for the evening. Many so- 
cial and fraternal organizations are 
throwing New Year's Eve shindigs. 





Chi Ahead on Biz 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

New Year's Eve tariffs this year 
seem a bit under prices of last 
year, with advance _ reservations, 
surprisingly enough, ahead of last 
year. The Chez Paree is almost 
sold out at $13.25 per person. Hotel 
rooms report brisk trade with the 
Bismarck’s Swiss Chalet: the Pal- 
mer House’s Empire Room: and 
the Stevens’ Boulevard Room, all 
at $15.25 per head. The Sherman’s 
College Inn, as well as the swank 
Pump Room, will offer dinner and 
entertainment at $12.50. 

Smaller cluhs are advertising 
$7.50 for the evening’s fun. Where 
the pinch is starting to be felt, 
however, is in the “strip” spots, 
with a few announcing no mini- 
mum, no cover. 





MARRIAGES 


Dorene Schine to Ross Harold 
Higier, New York, Dec. 15. Bride 
is daughter of Louis W. Schine, of 
the Schine Theatre chain. 

Sally Eilers to John Hollings- 
worth, Beverly Hills, Dec. 16. Bride 
is an actress; he’s a director. 

Miriam Eisler to Samuel Ber- 
man, New York, Dec. 20. Bride is 


tres with him. Rich worked with \ Secretary-receptionist for legit pro- 
Les Brown's orchestra for a brief @ucers Lindsay & Crouse. 
period earlier this year. 





Continued from page i awe 





out for enforcement of laws and or- 
dinances, are now admitting that 
the monied types they look for, 
who like to sit in the sun and make 
a wager on a horse, are going to 
more liberal climes in the Carib 
bean. 

Nite spots especially are suffer- 
ing from the reform policy. Biz is 
away off, with some spots playing 
to 20-30 people for dinner. Copa 
City, which thought it had the so- 
lution to attracting the small-spend- 
ing vacationer via an admission pol- 
icy, is having a tough struggle to 
get even with that type of patron; 
and with the opening this week of 
the Beachcomber with Martin and 
Lewis and a strong supporting 
show, Club Boheme ‘in Broward 
county and ready to run its casi 
no), Minsky’s Colonial Inn, the. 
new Valhalla, and top name attrac 
tions in other spots, the scrambl: 
for patronage looks to wind into : 
rat race. 

Even the usually optimistic are 


Pat Lyons to Ernie Simon. Chi- 
cago, Dec. 16. He's a disk jockey 
on WJJD, Chi. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jean Gabin. Paris. 





daughter, recently. Father is 
French screen and legit actor. 
Dr. and Mrs. Zola Alpert, 


daughter, Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 
Mother is Rosalind Kharfen, 
former Nancy Dixon on Station 
KQV. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ira Morais, daugh- 
ter, Brooklyn, N. Y., Dee. 12. 
Father is a publicist with RKO 
Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Adams, 
son, Los Angeles, Dec. 14. Mother 
is a member of Paramount's story 
department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony De Santis. 
daughter. Chicago, Dec. 12. Father 
is operator of the Martinique nit- 
erv there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Gilbert, 
‘aughter. Miami Beach, Dee. 14. 
‘tother was formerly associated 
ith Alliance Theatre Circuit in 
icago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Pogoda, 
iaughter, New York, Dec. 18. 
Mother is daughter of Max Black- 
man, Warner eatre executive. 


for many 





a series of seminars between film- 
makers and theatremen so that the 
former might be given the lowdown 
on growing public reaction against 
screen brutality. 

While the action of the British 
Board of Film Censors was partic- 
ularly significant in that it fol- 
lowed a friendly warning of 18 
months ago that allegedly went un- 
heeded, McEvoy’s observations 
were particularly stinging. He de- 
clared that the present cycle of 
screen gangsterism was getting a 
terrific plav abroad and thoroughly 
inculcating foreign audiences with 
the idea that America was replete 
with nothing but gangsters and 
juve delinquents. 

“The Commies must be plenty 
pleased with the job that Holly- 
wood is doing for them,” McEvoy 
said. “They probably just wish 


No Prophet Here 


Complete mystification was 
expressed by 20th-Fox yester- 
day (Tuesday) at news reports 
from Karachi, Pakistan, that 
religious leaders were de- 
manding the U. S. take action 
again “Everybody Does It.” 
American Chargé d’Affaires 
Hooker A. Doolittle was in- 
formed there that Moslems 
are indignant “at this most 
outrageous, immoral, highly 
mischievous film,” which they 
said was “about the life of 
the holy daughter of the 
Prophet Mahomet.” 

As far as 20th was concern- 
ed, it couldn't. quite figure 
how the prophet’s daughter 
had gotten into the act. The 
Paul Douglas-Linda Darnell- 
Celeste Holm comedy is a 
burlesque on opera. The opera 
used was specially-written for 
the pic and is a kina of takeoff 
on “Aida,” with the actors in 
exotic garb. Even at that, 
20th figures, it’s a long stretch 
to the tieup with Mahomet. 


they could make propaganda that 
good. The Voice of America is 
merely a peep compared with the 
clarion effect that U. S. films are 
having. Steps certainly should be 
taken to keep the wrong type of 
pictures from being exported and 
shown. We did it during the war 
so why not now in this ‘cold war’?” 

Notice of the British censors’ ac- 
tion was contained in a letter to 
American, Continental and British 
filmmakers. The notice, relayed to 
Hollywood studios by U. S. reps in 
London, complained of an unsatis- 
factory response to the board’s ear- 
lier protest. As a result, it was 
said, there will be no further ef- 
forts to make cuts of objectionable 
shots. Instead, the whole picture 
will be nixed, as will all films “with 
a basically sadistic theme.” 





Britain’s Anti-Brutality Code 
London, Dec. 20. 

The British Board of Censors is- 
sued a memo to producers last 
week, stating that pictures contain- 
ing the following type scenes can 
no longer be shown: 

1. “Shootings or killings when 
the murder is attended by particu- 
larly brutal circumstances; where a 
close-up emphasizes the expression 
of the victim's face; where a grue- 
some weapon is used; where men 
are shot in the stomach at close 
range; when revolvers are repeat- 
edly emptied into bodies: when 
men are beaten to death with sev- 
eral blows. 

2. “Fight scenes and beatings-up 
when these are prolonged, when 
they contain foul blows ‘stomach 
punches, rabbit punches, kicks); 
when the effect is emphasized on 
the sound track. 

3. “Torture scenes or brutality 
and sadism unless absolutely nec- 
essary to the story. 

4. “Close-ups of flogging or ef- 
fects of punishment or torture on 
the victim. 

5. “Men striking women on the 
face.” 

“We recognize that the screen is 
entitled to reflect aspects of the 
aftermath of war,” declared A. T. 
L. Watkins, secretary of the censor 
board, “but we have set our faces 
against unnecessary brutality. and 
needless violence, and the exploita- 
tion of these things as an end. 

“It is possible to portray dra- 
matic moments without overdoing 
it, as so many films do today. One 
or two blows in a fight should be 
sufficient. When it comes to a 
man’s hands being held behind his 
back while his face is smashed to 
pulp, we draw the line.” 
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The Singer All Europe Is Talking About 
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“THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN,” Sept. 


27, 1949: 


Leo Fuld, the Dutch singer, is at the 
Hippodrome confirming the good impres- 
sions he left behind after his last visit. 
Wherein lies his appeal is not easy to de- 
termine, but it is unmistakable. His ap- 
proach to an audience is not subtle; on the 
contrary it is engagingly naive, or at least 
appears so. He has voice and style, and 
delivers his simple songs with obvious con- 
viction. This possibly is the secret of his 
success. 


T; 





Tatler & Bystander” says about him in the 
London Evening Standard 


“Recerd of the Week 


What is there about Leo Fuld, the 
Dutch singer, that is different? In this 
age of far too many slick amateurs he 
shows that experience and_ technique 
really matter. There is a quality in his 
interpretation of songs that made the late 
Richard Tauber so popular. Like Tauber, 
Leo sings not only with his voice but with 
his heart, and has the same gift—sincerity. 

Already there is a tremendous demand 
for the song, ‘Where Can I Go,’ of which 
Lec Fuld has written the words. The re- 
cording is excellent and anyone who has 
not so far heard Fuld should make a note 
of his name.” 





his is what Robert Tredinnick in “The ARTHUR HELLIWELL, London’s Ace 


Columnist, The People, Nov. 27th, 1949: 
NEW TEAM 


It's been a golden year for golden-voiced 
Leo Fuld. Since this column first praised 
him Fuld has rocketed into the £ 1,000-a- 
concert class. He plays to standing-room 
only wherever he sings. 

Riding the crest of the wave Fuld has 
now sold a film script and the idea of 
launching Derek Roy and himself as a 
British Hope-Crosby team to producer 
Arthur Dent. 

They will start shooting their first pic- 
ture, “Hereafter Laughter,” when Fuld 
returns from the States next year. 





Richard Afton, BBC Television Top Ligh‘ 
Entertainment Preducer, sez:— 


“Leo Fuld’s Telegenic Personality and 
remarkable voice, coupled with his know!- 
a. of 15 languages, makes his program 
(SONGS OF THE WORLD®) one of the 
best bets in television. 

It is a | answer to the problem 0! 
successfully presenting a singer in this 
critical medium.” 

* SONGS OF THE WORLD is fully pro- 
tected and copyrighted all over the wor!d 


Collie Knox, England's Premier Radic 

Critic, Daily Mail, Dec. 1, 1949: 

Richard Afton sense of atmosphere in 
his handling of Leo Fuld in (SONGS OF 
THE WORLD). This accomplished singe 
ae charm and undoubted vision person- 
ality. 











European Representatives: CHARLES L. TUCKER ENTERPRISES, LTD. 


17 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W. 1., England 
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